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Prof: Srinivasa Narayanaswamy

Reasons for Recurring
Teachers’ Agitation

“THERE cannot be anything more unfortunate and adverse
for good education, than strike by teachers. Of all the categories
of teachers, when those from colleges, walk out of classes,
violate prohibitory orders and go to jails, it is the end of certain
values cherished and practised.”

Whenever college teachers resort to some sort of direct
action to get their just grievances redressed, this is the charge
levelled against them. How far this charge is correct or true?

To arrive at the truth and to make a correct assessment
of the problem one has to make an in—-depth study of the
causes for the teachers’ actions. The causes are many and

varied.

Any balanced assessment of a movement which is in
progress should be free from both a biased attitude and a
peripheral approach. It should be free from the tendency to
overestimate the achievements of the movements as well as the
rendency to underestimate them. It is well to caution against
both these in  the beginning because both the trends seem
to be prevalent in assessing what ‘the teachers’ movements in

Tamil Nadu have achieved so far.

 Trade unionism among teachers is a relatively recent pheno-
menon. It may be said to go back to half a century, but in
its more militant form it is hardly two decades old. When trade
unionism first became militant, the salary scales were exceptionally

B



the period before the
panking was @
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wore other

“Jow. Even in
- pationalisation of banks,
attractive career that
teaching. In

wages  there ks
atisfactory conditions

© mote
~collegiate
. unattractive
i 'ms such as uns |
5;01\}1«}';?k and lack of job satisfaction. /—\si
for the conditions of work there wz.n,
much leeway to make up bmh- in
~ Government and  private educational
insiitutions. The private sector in education
_even now continues to be anarchic and
narrow-minded.

The point to be noted here is that
the pay scales of college and university
teachers were revised only because of
the strength of the trade union movement
of teachers atleast in Tamil Nadu. Now
the scales of pay have been revised
and put on par with some of the better

paid government services. But the psycho-

logical approach of those who gained by
it is that nothing has happened or atleast
‘much has to be accomplished. In other
words there has besen no "corresponding
modification in the attitudes of those
who man the profession.

Agitation by College Teachers has
“become a recurrent if not a common
. feature. But in most times there are
compelling reasons for them to do so.

In certain situations the teachers are
driven to desperation and are left with
no other alternative than to resort to
direct action methods. Qurs is a highly
unjust society, and injustices take place
aIII the time. The crisis—the - moral
f:_ri_sis—'-ofr Indian society is reflecteq fully
In_universities and  colleges,
cannot in any way
rest of the community. If there is Wheeling
~and dealing else where, some bit of it is

Teachers

be different from the

Bound o bo roflocted in the tm}(‘:hinE
ﬁunr!d also,  In other words n tGichy,
cannot ho an anga! whoen Qtim_rs: Aroung
him think and act like clﬁvtfﬁ:l So, the
wood for strong  and rosponsible iy
upionism is clear,

EDUCATION AN INDUSTRY |

In a historic judgment delivered o
February 21, 1978 the Supreme Couy
said: “"Why is it strange to regard educatjg,,
as an industry? Its respectability ? |y
lofty character? lts pofessional stamp,
lts cloistered virtue which cannot g
spoiled by the commercial implicationg
and the racous voices of workmen? The
pejorative assumption seems to be tha
“Industry’~—is something inferior, dispar.
aging and should not be allowed tg
sully the sanctified subject of education,
In our view industry is a noble term
and embraces even the most sublime
activity. "It is a class-conscious, inegali-
tarian outlook with an elitist aloofness

which makes some people shrink from |
accepting educational institutions, voca- |

tional or other as industries.”

In another judgmsnt in the Bangalore
Water Supply and Sewerage Board vs. |
Supreme. |
institutions
and research institutes which satisfied

A. Rajappa and others the
Court held that educational

_
e

AT S

NeTp—

the tests laid down by it woud come_é
within the definition of the term “Industry’
In the Industrial Disputes Act of 1947

The

: Court also overruled its earlier
| Jjudgment In the Management of

st F Safdarjung
Hospital, New Delhi Vs, Kuldip Singh
Sethij and held That a” hospitals‘womd

come __wi't_hih' the purview 6f_ the Act.



The supréma Court has thus unoeui-
. acally classified educational institutions
ik ) x
R‘; Ind“ﬁ{rs‘!.

A direct tesult of these two importan
judgnmn'ts was the inl.t't.aclm:'timw ol "thoe
Hospitals and E(’il..ltiilti(,)l"n’il Institutions
(conditions of service and sottlement of
empioyment disputes) Bill”, in Parliamaont
on Aug. 30, 1978 by Mr. Ravindra Varma.
the then Union Labour Minister.

Teachers, all over the countiy, havo
come closer to and have developed a sense
of identity with the working class, in the
process of organising themselves for
struggles to achieve their just demands.
The process of struggle has made them
“class—conscious” in that they no longer
feel shy of the fact that they too are
workers.  What is  more, they take
pride in openly declaring it. But from the
point of view of the powers-that-be,
this is an alarming development, fraught
with dangeraus implications for the forces
of status quo and for the stability of the
established order. For teachers are su-
pposed to ensure the continuity of the
culture of silence. If they themselves
begin to question the sanctity of the est—
ablished order, and in the process of so
doing line—up with the rebellious working
class where will it lead to?

Teachers should not be led by the
illusion that they belong to a higher statug
- in society. The reality does not justify their
remaining in ivory towers and speaking
from a privileged position. The so-called
..’st'atus” being enjoyed by the teachers
S a concept being used by the vested
Mterests to deprive them of even their

‘basic - rights.

The strugale of the teachers is not
JUst 1o improve their  material condition
e torms of salary,  stotug ete. s a
strugate, within tho  framework ol our
cducational systom, between the  forcos
ol domocacy and tho forces of author-
iarianism, 1t is akin to tho larger stugyle
boing waged in our socioty today between
the domocratic and authoritarian  forces-
Tha most important feature of the history.of
post-indepondent India is the gradual but
stoady rise of the democratic movements of
the people and the corresponding decline
of the authoritarian forces represented
by the feudal-capitalist power complex.
An analysis of the character of our
educational system will show that a
similar power complex operates in the
sphere of education also. The struggles
being launched by teachers, students
and the non-teaching staff-——who indeed
represent the democratic component in
the system of education— are really
directed against this power complex,
composed of the private managements.
the bureaucracy of the government and

the universities. And the very political
government is trying to do its best to

crush this revolt of the democratic forces,

Teachers are maligned—both by the
society and the Government. So is the
case with most sections of workers. How
is it possible to detach teachers from
the main stream of social disintereste-
dness, an atmosphere of general com-
placence?, How can any knowledge ot
information be imparted honestly and
sincerely under the threat of insecurity,
denial of payment and the surveillance -
of bureaucratic torpor? Why segregate
the teacher in the process of building
up the society? :



~Day in and day out, the educational
system is critised and given minus points
by almost everybody, even by the one who
is least qualified to comment on it Acco-
rdingto Dr. Malcolm Adiseshiah, former

the biggest troubleis that everybody in
our political hierarchy is an expert on
educational matters. Instead of correcting
the anomaly, the teacher comes under
attack every timzeither implicitly  or
explicitly. Is it the teacher who made the
educational system ? In fact, he himself is a
product of the system. If the prodtuct is
bad, the fault does not necessarily lie with
the worker who is producing it. For all we
know, the machine itself may be bad. The

technique may b2 outdated. The manage-
ment may be meff:cxem

TEACHERS” CONTENTION

change the education system by all
means; don'tdestory it. Let it have a social
relevance. Make the teachers an institution-
but don’t create  amorphous groups who
cannot even breathe properly. If education
is an industry (according to the Supreme
Court) then its product should find a market
or the factory shouid be closed down and
the worker sholud bz out. When an industry

Vice-Chancellor of the Madras University:

© cannot s2ll

its  procuct,it

diversifies, and

if this

diversification has

o

come by

vocationalising the education bring it at
once, but don't malign the teacher.
' (Hindu)
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" Kerala Municipal

GOVERNMENT OF KERALA
GENERAL, ADMINISTRATION (SERVICES D) DEPARTMENT

NO. 37158/SD2/80/GAD.
Dated, Trivandrum: 23-5--1980.

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD AT 10 A. M. ON

18/4/1980 BY THE CHIEF MINISTER WITH
THE REPRESENTATIVES OF SAMARA SAMITHL.

Present:—

1. Chief Minister 2. Minister(Education)
3. Minister (Finance), 4. Chief Secretary
to Government, 5. Special Secretary
(Finance) 6. Special Secretary (General
Administration Deptt.) 7. Secretary (Higher
Education) 8. Additional  Secretary
(Finance) 9. Additional Secretary (G.A.D.)
10. Joint Secretary, Finance 11. Joint

Secretary, Higher Education 12. Sri. K. V.
Devadas, Convener, Samara Samithy

13. Sri. P. K. Nambiar, General Secretary
14. Sri. P. R. Rajan, Vice -President,
~ Kerala N.G. O. Union, Trivandrum. 15.
5. T. V. Appunni Nair, President, N. G. O.
Association. 16. Sri. T. S. Krishnan Nair
President, K. S. U. S. A. 17. Sri. M.
Balakrishnan, General Secretary, N. G. O,
Badagara, Calicut District. 18. Sri. 0.
- Madhavan Nair, General Secretary, Kerala
 Panchayat Employees  Association,
Kalluvathukkal, Py, 48, S K
- Ramachandran Nair, President, Association
 of Kerala Government College Teachers,
Maharaja’s College, Ernakulam. 20. Sri.
R. Gopinathan Nair, General Secretary,
- & Corporation Staff
. Union, Corporation Office, Trivandrum.
- 21. Sri. R. R. C. Nair, AKPCTA 22. Sri.
V. K. Gopinathan, K. P. T. U. (President)
_Govemmem Press Junction, Trivandrum.

23. Sri. S. Parameswaran Nair, General

Secretary, Joint Council. 24. Sii. K.
Karunakaran Pillai, General Secretary’
25. Sri. A. Aboobakerkunju, Secretary,

kerala N. G, O. Association. 26 Sri. G.
Divakaran Nair, Seccretary, joint Council.
27. Sri. M. Bava, President, Kerala N. G.
O. Front, 28. Sri. M. Kurshid Ahmzd’
Joint Secretary, Secretariat Employees
Association, 29. Sri. H. K. Pisharoti,
Treasurer, K- P, T. U. Valanchery, P. O.
30. Sri. V. K. N. Panicker, General
Secretary, N. G. 0. Association. 31.
Nellimood Prabhakaran, Secretary, Village
Staff Association. 32. Sri. T. K. Balan,
General Secretary, N. G. O. Union. 33.
Sri, M. V. Kassim, Public Secrvice
Commission Staff Associaticon.

At the outset, the Chief Minister
indicated that the discussion with the
representatives of the Service and Teachers
Organisations was arranged as per the
accepted Policy of the present Governmenf.
He also added that the items included in
the agenda for discussion would require
some change in view of the difficuity to
cover all the items in one day.

2. The. rapresentaxives of Samara
Samithi Pointed out that the orders issued



inG. 0. (P)1041/79/Fin. dated 27-11—
1979 regarding grade Promotions could
not be implemented for various reasons,
- The Chief Minister agreed to the change
of priority in the agenda items, so that
preblems connected with grade promotion
could be discussed first. The follwing
requests were made by the Samithi for th2

implementation of the orders regarding
grade Promotion:

8, It was also pointed out that the
service as junior Lecturers is - not now
Counted for non—cadre promotin. Similarly
only two vears of service in Private Collage
is counted for promotion in respect of
Government College Lecturers. Minister
(Education) pointed out that these issues
would be examined by Government.

......

10. It was pointed out that revised
orders issued regarding scales of pay and
grades of Co—operative Inspectors have not

been made applicable to the Co-operative
Inspectors  of the

Industries Department.
Similarly

the anomaliesin the revised
scales allowed to the Live Stock Assistants
and Physical Education Lecturers were
suggested to be rectified. There are also
other cases of anomalies pointcd out in the
memorandum submitted by Samithi on 20-
8~1978. The Chief Minster indicated that
decisions on the various points raised in
the Memorandum dated 20-8-1979 sub-
mitted bySamithy would be taken by Govern
ment within a period of three months.

It was pointed out that there are some
important issues like ‘dies-non’, code of

conduct for employees ete. to be decided
by Governme_m._ Chief Minister mentioned

~that decisions on these will take some

time. He added thata discussion With
the employees can be held after they ara
examined at Government level.  Whe,
pressed for a definite time limit for decisim
the Chief Minister expressed his de
to arrive at an early decision in the Matte,

14. The Samara samithy wanted to &

have discussion on the U. G. C. Scafe,
for collage teachers. Chief Minister expra.

ssed his inability to discuss the Matter
now. When the representatives of the
employees pointed out the items st

pending for discussion and requested 1q
fix a date for further discussion, the Chijes
Minister mentioned that no firm date could

be fixed now but a date for discussion
will be fixed as early as possible.
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Article 29 (1) —: Any Section of the
citizens residing in the teritory of Indd

hl__z_a'_\'_re'_the rlght to conserve the same-



(2) No citizen shall be  denied
admission into any educational institution

maintained by the state or receiving aid
out ©of state funds on the grounds only

of rgligion, tace, caste, language or any of

. hem.

Aicle 30 (1) All minorities, whether
pased on religion ’L,‘.E‘ language shall have
the right to establish and administer edu-
cational institutions of their choice.

(2) The state shall not, in granting
aid to educational institutions descriminate
against any educational institution on the
ground that it is under the management

of a minority whether based on religion or

language.
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“It is wrong for the majority to deny
the existence of minorities. It is equally
wrong for the minorities to perpetuate
themselves. A solution must be found
which will serve a double purpose. It
must recognisé the existence of minori—
ties to start with. It must also be such
that it will enable majorities and minori—
ties to mergs someday IO D8 e
the moment the majority loses the habit of
descriminating against the minority, the
minorities can have no ground to exist.”
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MEMORANDUM

Trivandrum
14-5-80

To
The Hon'ble Minister for Education,
Government of Kerala,

Trivandrum

51,
Sub: Teachers in shift vaccancies—disbursement of vacation salary-request for

Considering various aspects in respect of shift system implemented in

.private colleges and taking into account this necessity of retaining teachers in

'shift’ vacancies the Government was pleased to permit such teachers to con-
tinue in service. But the salary claims of these teachers for the month of
April have been disallowed by the concerned Deputy Directors. On enquiry, we
understand that, their salary claims have been disallowed on the plea thut this
order allowing them to continue in service does not spceifically state that such
teachers are cligible for vacation salary. According to rules if a teacher is not

~getting his vacation salary this vacation period would be treated as break of

26

service. This would adversely affect his promotion to -the cadre of Lecturer since
two years continuous service is required for promotion to that cadre.

We, there fore, request you to issue a clarification making these teachers
eligible for vacation salary.

Yours faithfully,

Sd/ Sd/-
V. Narayanankutty ; G. Madhavan Nair.
(President)

(General Secretary)

Copy to:

1) The Hon'ble Chief Minister, Govt. of Kerala, Trivandrum -
2) The Specia.l ISecretary_far Higher Education, Govt. of Kera'la:.
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UNIVERSITY OF KERALA

No. Acad. LPS/4/80
NOTIFICATION
Amendment to the Kerala Univursjty First Stmutc 1976

The following amendment has been made to the kerala Umversuy First
Statutes 1976 in respect of Pension, Provident Fund, Gratuuty, etc. of Teachen
Iof Private Colleges. it

Amendment No. 8.

"That in Chapter | - General - of the Kerala University First Sldtutes“lS?g

in respect of Pension, Provident *Fund, Gratuuty Insurance, and age of renremem
of Teachers of Private Colieges, the foliowmg be inserted immediately  after

Statue 4 (a) as Explanation.

Explanation

i

~Service includes service in the St.huo!s both aided and Govemnwm
This ‘amendment Snan come into force from 3rd May 1980,

Sd/-
C. K. Devassy
o MR L REGISTRAR
University Buildings, i
- Trivandrum,
51980,
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