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- CRY OF DESPAIR

- ' THE PRIME MINISTER Mr. P. V. Nurasimha Rao’s suggestion made
" recently diiring the Platinum Jubilee telebrations of the Osmania Univer-

~ sity, Hyderabad, to abolish all degrees, ‘though sounding rather strange,

~ brings 1o the fore the general air of dissatisfaction about higher education
~ prevailing in the country today. The P. M. has also emphasised the role
of a national testing service as envisaged in the new education policy-.
This scheme was visualised by the experts as a standard ot reference regar-
ding the levels of accomplishment in different subjects irrespective of the
certification by the universities. In fact, such testing schemes in other
countries, especially the United States, ‘have proved popular and found
reliable by several hundred Universities and colleges all over the world for
admission and recruitment purposes. In a country like India with a plethora
- of institutions imparting higher education to students cf ditfferent abili-
ties. it is essential to have a valid and dependable ‘yardstick to gauge the
level .of competence of the students This assurnes morc importance
.~ when one looks at the wide gamut of employing agencies scouting for talent
. while recruting staff in a situation of d'minishing employment opportu-
" pities. But. the eall for the aboilrion of 'degrees is a cry of despair and
‘an educational testing service can at the most provide a framework
- againt which an individual’s academic attaimnmen's can be judged-

- What the P. M. has suggestcd' squares = well, ina way,_with. the ot_bgr_
slogan first raised during the Janatha regime under Mr. Morarji Desalin
1977 calling for ‘d¢linking of degrees from jobs’. 'This catchy phraseology
did indeed provoke a fot of. public debate during those years, and came up
rather fitfuily in subsequent years with much media light being thrown on

~it. Ultimately it all faded away as do the other fancy ideas because of pro-
blems in implementation- For one thing. the competence of the personnel
entering the job market nowadays with or without degrees must be taken
into account. For another, thz ptoliferation of universities and colleges

in the iast few decades has led to a situation where cutting down the intake -

will pose insurmountable.problems to the existing instituations and the staff
working there. Moreover, limiting the number of students entering the
higher education system will throw up esormous social unrest inasmuch
as the huge number of youngsters completing their schooling (plus two

stage) will have no place to go for fulfilling their aspirations of becoming
graduats. _ ; : e
Looked at from another viewpoint, a degree in whatever subject it may
be docs confer on the recipienta certain amount of respéctability and
self-esteem. Against the background of lifelong. learning that is being
. stressed by the experts, the degree is not the be-all and end all of education
but then it imparts a modicum of maturity and readiness to think dispa-
ss§o-nately about the several social issues. Unfortuntely, the preterences
-of.students regarding courses of study have become lopsided with undue
importance being given to the - professional and science courses. It is for=
~~gotien that a degree in subject like history, English literature or for that
matter sociology, does give the student a liberal education that is being
missed so much nowadays. Looking down upon such subjects will, in the
long run. make for a slanted view of things leading to distorted perspecti-
ves Humanitjes and social scicnces occupying as they do a pivotal place
in the scheme of things should not be neglected by the planners and authori-
ties- Allthese points must be kept in miad while reshaping the countrys

education system, : (The Hindu, July 8, 1993)

B -



S

‘percent
‘budget be allocated to education has so

‘central budget
‘education. -
‘democratic governance of universities
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AIFUCTO’S RESOLUTION ON

The General Council of AIFUCTO
i 1ts XVII Statutory Conference held a,
Hyderabad (June 4-6, 1993) expresscs
yery grave concern at the attemrts to
further starve education in genecral and
Higher Education in particutar of the
already scant financial allocations and
thus weaken the desired goals of ealita-
rian, just and- democratic education
system: The vital recommendations of
the ~expert committees like Kotarij
Commission and others that atleast 6
of GNP and 109% of central

far not been implemented which has
rcsulted into slow growth of education
system. So, the AIFUCTO reiterates
that minimum of 6%01 GNP and 10% of
must be allocated to
Similarly, the issues like

and colleges., abolition of private mana-
gements and capitation fee system and

removal of negative and clitist aberra-

tions ' of NPE—1986 deserve to be
governments against efforts at privaii-
education and demands.
scrapping of the Gnanam committee
repbrt.
ordination with all other democratic
organisations will continue to campaign
retrogressive.

policies- and anti-education measures

.. Unleashed by the gOVernment-

The General Council strongly rccents.

the attltudc of HRD Ministry and UGC ’

'in not resolving the issues like recogni-
“tion of past scrvice of demoustrntors/
~tutors towards prommmn. recognition

" of ad-hoc/temporary service ai the inter-’

The conference cautions the

The teaching community in co- .

eCconomic .

 ment is of vital significance.

participation at the district,

MOVEMERT

state and intra state level, granting of
Readers designation and the recognition

of the service of the promated+2
- teachers towards their promotional
scales. The provisions of the notifica-

tion regarding pay revision scheme.
granting Reader’ designation to college

teachers and creation of posts of Readers
and Professors in colleges and the UGC

letter on counting of the past service
are yet to be implemented in many
states. More and better promotional

avenues from lecturer to Reader, and
Reader to Professor in Universities

desreve to be created immediately as the
stagnation in the promotional avenues
has deliterious effect on the universities
campuses. '

The General Council resolves to
organise rally and dharna in New Delhi

in the first week of August to register:

strong protest and demand the fulifil-
ment of the long pending demands, the.

slogans for which will focus on the
above noted demands.

The AIFUCTO resolves to start .
campaign for the scttingup of a commi-
gcion for revision of the pay scales for
the -university aod college teachers,
Similarly. the restoration of = panty

‘between the university system. and the

institutes of technology and manage- -
Oua - this
the widest
mobxllsatlon and
state and -
central level 1s the cmergent nced of the
movement.

1o sue ‘of the pay revision,
possxblc campaign,
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-Piof. P. 8. Madan
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Prof. Srinivas Murthy

~ Prof.-Shambaji Yadav
Prof. Ramaiah <

. Prof. Md. Murthza | _
- Prof, (Mrs) Kranti P. Jajurkar

:  Prof B Vijaya Kumar. .
: ZVacant i TIete e s

Prof. Ram Singh

Prof. Baldev Saxena

Prof. R. K. Shukla

Vagant' ‘ S oty og

S The, c'a'mpaign- - of 'i)ay - revision
requires widest participation of the

teachers at the college, town. taluk, .

district, stateand nationa] level Where-
as the State and University ledders are'.
~urged to devise all mobilisation progra-
mmes like badge wearing, posters, press
publicity and other steps to mobilise
pubiic opinion, neverthless, the need to
observe ‘a demands day at the nationay-

B4

~ the unitsin time., -

level involving all the teachers, holding
'ditrict!capital/university' level.  big
~action programmes: of dharna and rally
are very essential. Taerefore, the.
General Council resolves to observe
“Demands Day between Sept. Ist and
10,1993 The date wili be fipalised by
the secretarist anqg communicated
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' . A SHORT NOTE Oj

'I'HE PHGBLEMATIC OF‘CDSTING OF EDUCATION'

“Following the recent - judgement of
the Supreme Court of India in the histo-
1ic “Capltatlon fee’’ case, a number of
issues 1nc|udmg the citizen’s right to

; cducatlon, the manner of arriving at the .

costs. of providing ~education at the
higher education and technicaleducation
levels. the question of who should beap

thcse costs, efc-,have received' coside-

rable attention in the press and among
~ the  iotetlegentsia. Moreover
states includiag my own, i e.
shtra, bave intitiated the process of re-
vising the fee-structure tn medical,engi-
neering and Pharm ceutical
~while leaving out of the purview of this
exercise other money-spinning education
factories like B-Ed Colleges. Polytech-
nics and so on. The Supreme Court Jud-
~gement as well as the steps initiated by
the smtes rahcs several quesuom

’

1. What are the criteria to be cmployed
infixing the fees to be paid tor‘pay-

.~ menuseats’ ia contra distinction with
the Government established fee siru-

cture for ‘‘FREE’’ seats,

2° Wil different states employ diffe-
rept criteria? If so, how can main-
tenance and co-ordination of uni-.
form standards in higher ¢ducation,

.as envisaged 'in the constitution

' be observed? '

3 Witain a

[

given state, how can

.collcges which are already functi-

onal and which have b:en collecting

o8

cher_a'l-
Mahara-

cuilegess .

- the couatry.

Dr. S M Paran}apc. BOmbay.

capitation fees for years together by

equated with those to be set up in

future, in the matterof determining
" “the ‘COST’ per student? -

‘4. What will be the lrupaot of increas.

ed cost of medical educaum on the
‘cost of health care services for the
- public?

5- " Who will ultimately bear the incre-
 ased costs? :

The drlve for

, privatising higher
educatlon,

especially in sectors such
as médical education, = engineering
education; muanagement . institutions,

etc-, has b:en one for ' som2 tim:z in
The recent deavelopments -
including the Supreme Court Judgement
will spur on this process at an even gre-
ater speed. 1he case of Maharastra is

quite tel ingn this respzct, and is likely

I to b¢\rep-dted in othes states as well-

Thc s»lf-lmmolauon by Shri- Rajan
Srivastavu, a student in an Engineering
college run by the education magnate
Shri. D Y.Patil,shook ths entire nation.
He was driven ‘to this desperat= situ-
"ation,” by the policy of the management
LO extort. money from studeats at evary
aV'flilable oppartuaity, the most recent
being the enhancement of examination
fees. This was done all of a suddea. be-
~fois the commencement of examinations

aud was a blatant uct of holding student -
to ransom. Change ot faculty / subjects,
p1ssing to the hig her class, etc. arc the




coutine sources for income generation.
This iy income which iy wholly unae.
counlrd, ¥nd 18 over and above the c;p{.
ption fees iy !ewivd at the time of
admission. '

Until 18t vears 1he unaided Engi.
veting Colieges Mnha‘m;{na were
thriving on ths system of cepitution
fees- Certanly, there was not a single
cave of & colleg: which claimed to have
goac 10 the red because of their fee str-
poeture. And what was this fee structure?
While the anaual fee per student. in a
government wided  engineering college
was Rs. 4,000/~ the corresponding tigure
for the unided collepes was Rs 10,500/-
prr year, per student for 909% of the
geats.  In tne balince 10%, 6f the seats,
the colicge management was authorised
by law to charge over and above this
‘luitiun fee, a capitation fee or nbout Rs,
2 (Two) lukhs, per student.  The annual
iucome of u typical unarded engmeering
college per bacth of 100 students was
thus Rs, 10 500X 00+ Rs; 2 Lakhs x 10.
or Rs. >l lakh~y *approximately. fn four
years the college could notch up Rs.10 5
Lakhs x4-4Rs. 20 Lakhs or Rs. 62 takhs
Jrom this batch, since “*capitation fee'is
a onetime atfair completed at the time

~ofadimision. Thus the income-per batch -

of 100 students over 4 years added up 10
Rs. 62 Lakhs. . ,

The Government of Maharastira re-
cently sef up an ‘expert’ committee to
reassess the cost ot enpineering educ-
ation in privat. unaided engineering coll.

ege inthe light of the Supreme Court
Judgement.

This commitiee has recommened
that. 509%, of the scats be filled up, on
the basis of merit, but bv charging only
the fee 'pfesc_ribed in aided institutions,,
viz. Rs. 4.000/- p..a. However, the rem-

aining 30% termed »5 "payment ‘rents are
to be Filied up by charging students Rs,

12,000/« p. a. per student, oxiensibly to

defray the cost of educating « srudent.

Thus, thes¢ students =1l pay not only

for theie own education, bur also an

additional amouat to cover the suhsidy

given to the studeats admitied to ' FRER'

seats

The committee has stated that the
COst per annum pet student obf enginee-
tiog in Vi charashtra s Rso 18000/, the
avetage of the fee pard by the two secti=
ons ot students. When seen in terms of
theincome accruing toths tnstitutyn for

‘a batch t;'f_I-E‘JO studonts the artt hemetie

is as foliows: la come per annum: Rs.
18.000/. x 00 - Rs. IR Luakhs, Over a
peried of f ur years this comes to Rs
72 Lakhs, which 11 Rs. [0 LiKhs more
than the prevatiing rate*per batgh. The
profit murgins are ¢learly going to be
enchnuced due to the famty method of
COst  computation
committce,

adpted by the

The point is that capitation fees
constitured 1s the profic cre.med away
by these unaided instirutions, The actual
cost per student would thus be in the vi.
cidity ef Rs. 10.000/- per annum. or less.
The entire process of cost determination
n-eds to be made public and transparent.

A similar trend is to pe seen in ma-
nagem-nt institutions in Maharashtra
which have been charging . xhorbitant
fees and buuding up vast rescives of
funds. ° ' i

The question of medical edu.ation
is even more pertinent- Not a single one.

of the unaided institutions has constru-

cted its own  hospital despi_lf: having.
collected crores of rupe=s bv way of ca-

_pitation fees. And yct these sharks have

been complaimning about the tce of Rs; =
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1 Lak:h 71 nhousand permltled to be
[ewed by ihcm for ‘payment’ sears frnrn
1he commg acddemlc'year- They are
sure {0 ‘ger this' hiked to- about Rs. 2
LakhS per annum per student.

" The AIFUCTO must study, the pa-
‘tterns of fee structure whlch will cmerge

y

X

in different states in the .de" of . the
Suprcme Court Judge ment. ‘We must
alsu intervene i the apex court on the
basis of data and’ uudy madec by us, S0

that the Principle of equity is re-establis-
hed i the field of education. a



To ; _
The Commissioner & Secretary,
Higher Educition,
-0 QGovernment of Kerala

Sil‘. LiE P ’ . '
..Sub: Extension of benefits of UGC Scheme to teachers regularised after 13-3-90
'- -~ Request for' orders regarding Rl

. I'would like to submit the following for your kind consideration and favourable -
orders, b ' :

There are a number of teachers who were appoint-d in leave vacancies before

"13:3-90¢ 'These teachers have been denied the benefits of the UGC Scale- Most of.
these teachers have put in ‘several Years of teaching service 1n leave vacsncies prior

to 13-3-90. They are entitled to get the benefits of UGC Scale as they are now wo;k-
gug in substantive posts. : 13

_ I request you, therefore. to issue orders to extend the benefits of UGC Scale to -
those teachers whose appointments were regularised after 13-3-90 taking into account
theiryprevious services in leave vacancies.

o [

\

“Thanking you,

Thiruvananthapurams-

: ~ Yours faithfully, ;

A , K. Sadasivan Nail
_3_7__1993 General Secretary
To

The Commissioner & Secretary,
Higher Education, . >y .
Government-of Kerala = . P AT
Sir, - . 21 - : _
. Sub : . Releasing of Salary-request for instruction to Dy DCEs regarding.
.1 would tike to draw
favourablie orders o L el | o _ _
© © “As'per the existing regulations of the universities a teacher whose appointment
~ has’been '_app"roved.by the concerned university is entitled to get salary. Buta large
 number of teachers who were: appointed after 13-3-90 and whose appointments were
approved. by the .concerned universities have been denied salary by the Dy- DCEs
~Without' specific reason. These teachers were appointed in accordance with the

- regulations of the universities. The facts being these, it is unjust to deny salary to
these teachers. . .. - - R : :

your attention to the following for your consideration and

- .Irequest ty'ou,:-thereforeyto.takc up the mattéer with the Dy. DCEs and to,is«ué
‘immediate instructions to them so that the salary of these teachers is released
without 'further delay. . - clipianing s ‘
S eaie -y wiadnnad T . ThankKiog you, S - :
: & % Yours faithfully, |

K. Sadasivan Nair
General Secretary

" ‘Thifuvlanan.thapuraxﬁ
2-7-1993

(T g i = : Y < . - ¥ =
0] o G - i ' - : .28l
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The. Commissioner & Secretary,
- Higher Educatlon Department,
Goveroment of Kerala

Sir
‘ Ref : GO (Rt) No. 1020/92 H. Edn , Thlruvanamhapuram dated 2-7-92
Sub : Extension of period for passing the National Ellg:brhty Test (NET) for

those who were appointed after 13-3-90 - Request regardmg
"I would like to submit the rollowmg for your kind consldcratron and favou.

rable- orders
The orders cited above states that all those teachers appointed after 13. 3 90

. who might not have had the opportunity to pass the UGC Test (NET) also should

pass the same wrthm a period of one year. However, it may be pointed out that
these teachers dld rmt get suffrerent time to .appear for the test after the issue of
~this order. , |
I request you. therefore to extend the perrod for passing the NET in respect

of those teachers who were appointed after 13-3-90.

_ e Thankmg you :
8 - _ e - Yours faithfully,

K. Sadasivan Naig :
Generasl Secretary

Thiruvananthapuram
- 2-7-1993
Tol 2
: The Commrssroncr and Secrexary,
~Higher Education,
Government of Kerala.

5

~ Sir.
’  Ref: GO No. 9322!82/92 H Edn, Thrruvananthapuram dated 28 8 92
Sub-; Excemption from passing NET—request regarding :
1 would like to draw your altention to Ihe following for your serlnuq considc-

ratron and ravurable orders |
As per-the order cited above: in the case. of leachers appointed before 13-3-9

- and reapp.inted after 13-3-90 the. stipulation- of 55% marks in Masters’ Degee

. Examination in thé concerned SLijf:CIS is not to be mxlsted The order also states thag

"“'such teachers should qualily themselves in the national level eligibility test. (NET) as.
stipulated in the G.O- dated 2-7-92 within a pesiod ot one year. I this connection it
may be pointed out that there was no such condition at the time of appointment of
thesé teachers and (hat these teachers were fully- qua!lfred as per the regulations
~prevailing at'that time. -Besides, miny of these teachers had put in several years of

- service whea tr]e -above order was -issued - Thebe teachers were regularrsed only
‘afler 13-3-90. - :

‘Further: as per the UGC regulation the snpulalron \regardmg NET should be

- insisted only trom 19-9-91. Hence it-1s unjust to rrqune a1 such teachels to pass the
NET, 1gn0r1ng the regulatlon of the UGC : G

e
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In the light of the above I request that excemption from passing the NET may

pe granted to those teachers who were appointed before 13-3-90 and rcappointed
. pfter 13-3-90 .

Thanking you,
: i Yours faithfully,

Thiruvananthapuram : : : _ K, Sadasivan Nair
. 2.7-1992 ; - o : General Sceretary
To

The Commissioner & Secretary, -
Higher Education Dept,,

Govt- of Kerala,
Thiruvanarthapuram, - <= ° = R
~Sub: Rectifying anomaly in the fization of pay .in the selection grade—R eques:

- for orders regarding. e A
~Iwould like to draw your attention to a serious anomaly in the fixation of pay
in rgspect of teachers who are qualified for placement in the Lecturer Selection grade.
The concerned Dy. DCEs have given placement to these teachers in the Selection
- grade and their pay has been fixed only at the minimum of the selection grade scale
ie. Rs. 3700/-.  But this pay is less than their actual pay now drawing in the lower
. scale at the time of fixation in the higher scale. 1In order to illustrate this I may
L sight 4 case— - % . 3% oL R T
‘A’—is Senior grade lectruer possessing M. Phil degree.
- He completed 15 years service on 2-1-93, :
. A's Basic pay as on 2-1-93 —Rs.-3750/- (In-the Scale Rs. 3000-5000). : few
But the Dy. DCE, Kottayam has fixed ‘A’s pay at Rs 3700/-in the selection
- grade scale. ~ This is less than ‘A’ is drawing at present in the lower scale,
o - The Rules for fixation in the UGC Scale are in line ‘with the Rules for pay -
. fixation in respect of Central Govt: Employees. Hence the rules applicable to Central
. Government employees can be made applicable in the tixation of pay in the UGC Scales.
o As per the rules of fixation applicable to Central Govt, employees (FR 22C)
the pay of ‘A’ is to be fixed in the selection grade scale as illustrated below.
. ‘A’.pay in the lower scale as on 2-1-93 Rs. 3750/- e
- Add one notional increment in the lower scale Rs. 125/-
e i Total (Rs. 37504 Rs- 125) - Rs. 3875/
. glﬁt this is not a stage in the Higher Scale 3 "
+ lherefore the pay of ‘A’ in the Selection grade scale
- shonld be fqud%tythgef?exi tothe il fig - Rs. 3950/-
Fixing pay at Rs. 3700/- “which is the minimum in the selection grade scale in
es like the one mentioned above is unjust.
 Heace I request that immediate orders -may:be issued to rectify such anomalies

ation of pay in the selection grade,

cas

i fix
i Thanking you, ; :
Tit B v B e ~ Yours faithfully
_1hruvananthapuram g : . K. Sadasivan Nair
2~1-93 ' RIES L General Secretary
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