


AT n0nD.D. COWMB, Blal0nn. b, wuwlw

UB alBafmBed comymie Mol e

glenr Sarnenin
P g .. Ty T 5§ o a'}:’i;
DI :}._ AL RIS

AMPRPMAIEEHSI00

53

Wlednd2ed NN AVBYSLINNRILI Cial-9HUTS asddmulers
8nldaf). of)o. aveflo pdnesmoe Ha1g)an).

@(mm aflayossorvamlang wyemmleinnoe pdom)ammla
IEIN0G TVBNJHRIDUIGID CaNIEIDIOS MSa [0HNIMCFURIH9) AN
arvagRd aumusowoe olRela(lendm ceoael @MW on:d 8D
WD alRIBOMEMO AT B:0aN1e000 TUAQS:EIUIRI Glald - MO
mianmavesd oo.afo.avello apeidmnla)). myud, anelends
ElRsdloe) co:08ed AW 0ald309) GAIME] ag).o)d.all.aul.sl.ag)
DTUai000sUB 23 @) quotriSlafla) (lElaoR) @3NRRSMo Mal
WY MoTI01H0) WO O)aD) BREGalo. :

231021000 alBlnti®006803 MO anle: MWD GRWlaic)
M20HINORaN)0 llsyodod] comlmade @rwidmalo ms
les9smeam)e apedano @YU OS]

meH0ZABiEH0amOmem aoailsla] alleavs @jsmlcrudav
00le:8 RDEEHEENIS):)S] MSAMAD All3)OAIOMm CH(MREANS (al
ONEoIWEM) MO cH030MHEI TVBQGRINWDIRIG:3 memml
CININO2WBEOHI MUIDe TUBREDIBEMHDA ). 0. adl.A)S)ag) auo
TLLINAITAWAT O(0i2a0,cODAAT FRITVAL Mdequwla)). ago.
&l mudnyanenuoes @R, 00E1H00M)EFUBlH9) M aflayosyoau ail
AETDM CH(MBEBUNSHMIND DAY TVAD0 WUO“G.ISTHT:BSQG)Q}
M)o @BEGEaNO AINEHM),

a0 B wsrmilcadmiloot mmaildulesnod arowo B(aldan.av
RUslumd MowaE, H:oelenod TUAYSHLI0WIa15 TR UNes90d
@Bato Ginidal. slod: emoamy, comosudom CHI8® (afldai

@M, eawd. all.es:.all

2008, &(ald.Catoudrusm mdl, cmony, ey sl el agam

C;iﬂm fnm&fs ol Rt
Ml \_OLLEGE TEACHER -November 2001

——

(’"‘K?ﬁ%’_.i PRIVATE

TUTLEGE TEACHER

- e nielolel mulolngaemo

EDITORIAL BQAR D

Cod |

ﬁ‘ \ 5 ot R
CoRTet Bditor

K. JAGANNATHAN NAIR

Managing Editor

. S. JAYARA] KUMAR

Assistant Editor

V. JAYAKUMAR

Members
Thomas jusg:{?h
A. Prathapachandran Nair -
V. Rajagopalan
M.E Vijayalekshmi
K. Sasidharan
TN. Manoharan
K.S. Pavithran
Dr. R.B. Rajalekshmi
M. Shahul Hammed
J. Raju
G.S Suresh - -
Mathew J. Murtath
M. S. Vasantha Kumar
M.D. Ratheesh Kumar
Dr. C. R. Prasad
DrKH Sdbmm-anién




A et e st R
A N i S s B _é, ml e

Restriscturine ig Higher Education in Kervla
L LDonestions of E:.;;ss:';,;, g f,.\ 2

. (*WE’H h PR

OLLE h? TEACHER
k«qm‘gﬂn JOURNAL OF THE AKPCTA
OYERBER 20600

i

b i
P
g\ fik {

J2Eers ;“s{pn

ey Higher Education and the WTO:
Globalization Rm: Amok 17

- Philzp Ce. Athach

Education: The ndian Lixcperzence
- D A, Albdul Salim

Coverstory: .
Trading Higher Education 27

i
G | 22 The fff,ybf-Vz'f of Econontic Reforms on

ANALTROBOORDER L it ot 8
MOoMILOOM SV DIDBIMEBIBUB .....osoireccrirrirri 5

nﬁmﬁgmﬂemm&uﬁ 35
QNN BN oohrtsioiinirdoasssmiviaensiiiobabiprisicssbivossasisiinfoibcnsitos

AR O:ER0E®0 S e s Il e el
The Economic Farm‘ .................... s W0

UbOﬂUL(U)EROQloB:O . T

Sports T i .............. i sw s LB O

rmraaaﬁ}ora Q(OTU)(OOJ;:&;UB 437 5

3 c b s ST e ' - &ad mﬂm«um’a: &sawmamhﬁwmé m‘léé@&;axoé'

KERALA PRIVA

COLLEGE TEACHER Nm ember 2001




240NEIOM: @OAIGBIRIA; BVEIOINE]
5 @REMNAL] BHIBENITIO apademl wamaany ajg)

00} (MUouOdm OAUTBODTNHE DB,
OB MO3B:00 mlojaom)

i ﬁ@rw?mmabm{)

300 MO DaldBHN)0 MINIHIV0E]
moimanodes pEla] HHIBMICD O
@ GHORETINE walmesmosng )08 KAl

m.} ARV it WInImaas p
5 Dlaflolonym) GO (0 Spunag

e ©lamaodded mode) o@lemm). af)ano Vi GRS
Jojam OoNE) W) HHIDENIOHWSHN0 MSEOIN QU JIG16) S QIETD.

mnimnnlad ume@Ipdiaf . 1 i
SO BT A pameamlang aneoniae). NUETBOAT) 3165 nﬂsﬂq_ﬁm:lmng A0EIBIW MICDIalcwdNqyy
gmemeas aleimn)aildale)od, an QIBELMAIM)TVB2] POV 2lallme el Sifaimﬂﬁ’_?l%]?-f;o UBla0olan)mm)
: NeI0002)88 qmuomoImElaay aleimvalleommg)

Samsmalaasnd GaNGMIoD M3l aonnko @Sy med  allesd > )
o e r ; ; )] T . o : B

L6 G WMINAag )P0 eIEIREIOE HHORITDINDHTIMO Ml afloyamd. @cq__p@f}@m ARECAIT WAk agng

SNTENIOD MU 2@, Co(Bo @R NL)EY;

a..z';c moem alemlenoamlen DIEIDENES GG 2 06T g I Bl
H@0sm MESIWD. af)INIT BYMBHIL mmmmr@}

]

@B qu)ailaflenyam. .

2T ©IS)0ME0 (U3 ARSIMNIM WaUBOUlng 13 MO@AIMe 2ADD
& anmynidla) GHIDMIOD WHAIMo DOIEE 9:)5)MEIDI0)IMHAID HEMENHC )
ca0pmee! Mea|d9ean muslol o) @pem) BOMUEDIN 2)Mal33 edlel]ia) alalal ERONDIMo &$la
GaoB 30% s aidaulafldloa)ym). enm 2103, aaayol Mead, MICMVaICTIV U ®)e98)0s ailay, ng)ImyGasN
glnloamlang mamia caceihgleno TUIWIDETN NI OO (lBmeEBUd aBooa)o a;rp@aom@ﬁﬂmm’idmwee@gmg.
MAa9d WAUBOOME(Mo G UeW 2 fjh WY MIBIDRISHCAMIZ0 3)S)0ENIEBHS &S| aLITUOIS (al@lmy
qwholenadloles)emwos meapud. 2)8 nauadeaadlem ap@ilm)o ailadwlandmio a2 000m)o (WaElafloymad @r
w&0mmleaITEll e 0w af)mosn) (aIdmeERU BN GlEHE@? HSIN QI 2ISION GOSN SHHILNIOD 95
M EHEMOBINIAIDLHRS)OHMNE MoMuNIMETNIMENIG0 @RRLI0AI00 HTMalmosnI@ 27-00m 1M MIdWE Walaj (o)
AATHIHVIS)OT GHHOBENIOD-E1M@0 2IG1E60)H W)HBOV] COSM-(a Dl HEEABEMY af)a)d MAQIIY TLotRISMEg]o &ty
AT -5)5) 06 ©SAD MTDHEMONAMONINOR]S LoISSMEBS)0 WA WHRIOD msomaaPlsom). @}S1uela0onls)ng

W@ 0@ Mosnimuila] Mloameold ¢aleinemRowea|dud MEHWID BSH2ID 00)alSIWoam @aijamlwlad mlamz)

ARODB. MoLIORIBA0 EIINGNIV)ESD)o MAUDINS &SjIOTIERWe CMAENSS @RAUCAOBMDOW] HNFEBSITIOM 0

M),

. 06MR00 GRIDGAANID)EL HILIOD
FUREID MO LW SOV FAISIRIT] munoafla)) &150M E1IMEHD) H@IFIRNSIHS)0 MSOMV

cainmogemBud mloaiwlmoam. ¢aoaomlne elamHaoden)o @RALOnlBGaNe EYBYROW] EHOBETIC @RMjASlyD 1967
HEl DSM)aldH NAITBOHAFIET. :
Gdh{MBo M@ HHODUVT W8S mlesslano, ERGDH VAW AM@WHHNe TVoMOIMETUMEDIBEN )0 SHUIBEUTD £l
@) m@lm af)@8.W.ag)nll ROSMSILINT VA0 casnEl AlamIgley. ag)MOE3 @)Wlag)al BOEMo ‘AU HIT®INES mad
&) ag)Mm M1elatosoem a0 012]l5)88 ). ©).l.aa0lnm andasoer Mo ®HINWET @adsol MdE9I0)0 rorl& ol
afiéla)ma. 3
SHNDNIOMDVYOS BB MMIAETNERTMD DIBaUM) @YMSLIEIBRE MUdS)M @oeyemIod aseo caB®laflenm
m5a1S1S806M VUMDY i@l afllen)ma. Majmle r@lawls:ane aldae mdgflal aydemleoss] «dlsom]
Gals)m 2lamenoon allaged, (oon)ailod], anoglell eumladlod, &emy)esaum msasly MRS alegms)m
®)én OB Alfato OO EIB§ROTA0)AN &OLIo af)EMI GaldWRIM). OB G HILIOT O} AESIEMI,

3]

0658)65 AllaiNanaIyEIEMO alimalge® Boanlru@glele (saoleglage &walwlosms] aralmoel ARV BOD®)

B aICQIME] AI0)EhGWI MIS)AN5)CRIIS:)SEWI Balgym qudlTlwIalca}oud. HalMeuad @RM)e,;eyeRwd M@ MM)El
eljo MBEMITING TUDERMIBISS] GO00IMES (VBB Ul MSe)M®. RIAUMSHONS EBHROEIAIMHCNIV}0 a

o enilgll mamywlesal 21UMEH0BHH0EM AYB\DOW]  SHHIDEUTD mmyslajo.

alesiem)menwe anignaldlafisas rdesso)egns Er@N WSeEEN0AIENMEAM c&0zOMaY aIdi@e O

wlafig)ss0d aoenoalsailes. _
21N SNCOW)o ARADIIAIMHGAW)0 rru;ammmﬂsmg aomalealss mas1nlse)®. @)sluls AaDISIES GHIBMIOD 9503
_mtﬁaé}:?mo. OB AYM)&)LlEBB)o, W).&LML Mg ®)SIWle:®)o a@@)o Caltlo MME:IM)BB MmSalsladd qud
#8900 qul@Elanemo. cTVAIN UMM AUIIMNGSIT a)ollw VEEOIBINN] MSaISI&Ud B0ERIMMYO BRUIE: mcﬁmﬂﬂ%&ﬂ;

MMmeNS. WIOMIT) ®OMIBTSHWAILROD DODOe MSaISIGUBNSOMICOWBS (aICHUIBOMIH m};scsamo@lrc;m;.

wil ey

BHOREUTD D)o BOOIM))LILEES)0 @mIElSNe) afm mICaUWI B mlawrs Klumenno @Il |

alsmimsssicaiss msglals)®ew 938). o -

KEAALA PRIVATE

OLLEGE TEACHER -November 2001




0

0 |

@O G

No0oM &M @lo)nomeased

(N omuoomiaiavlond el
0 COBAD EROTVANINAG @RELY

aum@1cd G210aM COINOMIDD -

OSMIB) B0 28 #Hlglo (amilaw

o a0 aflod CH0BE DLiWIB a_ﬂ- _

a0 cawoall@)@owle)am & ln0s
.alt00D 2N BAS MOVOIOS @BaD
dlewon@l@s @RMYEUOIalMo GO
a5, osmeraldnt, 66w
priBoMIn)alio, ). 68,0098,

Pall.n)0yad, avwaiooaiaulawy,

pand.ani, e8] afYMIQIO)HS

—— . i
nthen e

3 DU

Mgt ey
"nf“?"f” A DABAVIDS

SNSRI

M
Yod el @

(14.10.2001)

!

Ml oemamiiene oo @RMGU0D
aila). @1la000FBB)HS 2106AUB @B
L& 2 OMIT @0 6o 016 wlalo

- @RCaCleaRs Elaen0Ww WRL

@olEd @padwomimunomlelo acla
Bloaoowle:@)es ¢aldled ErmM
CUDalMo GOIOS)OD. (atarulan
aglea} eoo)al Lalaruo O @1 M)
cudnto BMOTE OISO oleqjod
s apa®alaflall @ronoiaflal
osERUd (SAH00)0 Ao &aalod]
(AIUBEMEIBUS oeaImSal

auia§ol

aflawad

XERALA TR
OLLEG

OLtdan? agyo.all. Al elmcio)o
@N0A S 3azlno] (AIBEmMo
DM IMNAB H(a1InN 6)h.BITIF)ANO
0leapPBG Haldey MoORISMW)NS
cRdsmelom @ooymnud alled
ag)UWI00B 6)(aldaDeB: TINADILOAD
M@ olwale:ola)). BGOI (SN0
Mo B0) aloMjo Al@EGERIEN0
a2Gemeilm af@mila)) OSIS}HNEM
OBM @ERa00 (GOS0 @
giBmidlay. @)sdmd msmn alday
VN3 B, ORB. BWE)20E (alS0
af)BafTiag)mnd), @230 O af)m.
s)s)es:muﬂ,(ﬂm.smlmemmmmﬁoaﬁ),
afl. UM @8 8) 0B (ag) DALl @I}
©), al.a0@1BOMAR(Ag)TU.0f) 0.6
£10),96-.08.2196090(DOSTY, g00
EBORIEN)S), AUBHIAV. O, GROD
( aweru®d), GAIRIIRRISHTI( af)o-
1,090} UMD} 00), @y @.aru)anlad
5008 (ag)TJ.ag)ad cainad@), av)
30a2H( ag)ad.ag)aV.agmd SMDOO)
ag)aTIOI@ AI6EHS) OO} 213 2Jn U326
QMO PTG BOJIS] AIOSTD].
G0 ¥l GOn0S VA & R0 (DOR
apanosdld &DEmMmilam om0
peOmS)efltd ®0eY AloWaANAUDO
aunomododleaow] wdaR@lal.

enolasi - GAWO. af)o. M0 GM a0

()8, ()0} G0
2EIOSo - af)o.a0elRoTY, oava
EDERI0AH}AD, oD
a0 - ageuoanil. ago.nd).afo. B2

nahpflosiamy.

Tg TEACHER - -N;_nj:ﬁ;iu':r w001

maud nleg 0By




T

M2
AVGTVY @0 ~ cawd. all.ees.oflRo

A, (NeeRa KM, Oy
anaemil - min)es. e, fratelo)
SOMODAD GG, 2 BRI
\g)fwgm«mmmﬂ - dh.PIWEUWV0I
2103, o). adav, PN slarlow’,
630{\:530]0
cRWEEaI3 - GO0, alles.ceomi,
RSN TON
cMea\08esl - Milago.aumauml,
MO DT GOBER
Rowosst - alaaLall, ago.@
Ay Hatamnaml
al@loolon @3 adal - &)glens
adisTa3,(07 chogIden, @yu)d
@yo&ﬁ?@]@;‘ﬂﬁ - a0@lGoay, afl.sl
anfl, (I} atieMan@o
NICWINSATV(S] - anE1:)2o003
o), ag)o.@.af e (56:):0@92 S
30
TR W@ - GO, MVICOAND:)
@93, af)o..afHIV HAIIMIT]
q)CAISK] - Sl.o.0EBUS, agf)Tu.
af)ad. Mgl

Al - Sloaudid, aco@icso |

88, H0COdS
a»elmiisl - eRoW.ail.caiodd,
aovay coelayd, avy@amom
ldealel

muodilss aolquoleauigdav
@@V, CaN2oTV@BAV, LIS G(SI
FMIGHI0 agymiiled muoomoadmal
£98 Oldemmlenrm cI¥1esnds
TR QYSHRIONDIL] CORILID 80000

HOT m;m@m&gﬂs;(mﬂ
ummamﬂnﬁls'lnm wlod @row
cmee Galdonomyo aldlquoaly al
m)©eomn)es ®low uslarvosmid
15 oo pldealajla).
Maloed @RRAUDEDITE MS
HN)AN CHHOBUIBYIBLOMTV qudl@ila)
55 nlGlalosled allrelalesand il
v@lsf). Maloeud 9 omowleng]
FImool @yal@leasmo. § D)
SHOZENITDWHNGAUETE MSOHIAT
malmid 22 O&l asmlm)ses ofd
RONRQOT1HLIODEHITD  EAIETTS
lJOIGEMMe MSOMEMEAINe ©1
@@oMla ). MUEAIEEI0e! 6306l
emadmilemailoo msoman malo
sud 1 oal mioamueo 298] afle
Wlajlensmo.
TLOaVOIM HVENIAVITT DY
AIORYID) (AICBRET3T @0 T0l).
B oyl 6e:088)ea8 U0
(D@, AVIWoROETN GHISE
&3  aRLnlad 000 Mas
naenteaag M1600 DEalal
£ .

= MUBAUSHRIDMOLISSB)HS MO
Wla {TUIQoBOEM Muoilwo
OO @R5la01Le)aNmIMm)
calenEl &8, GHoFIGHN0S,
Da00@@NOMW] qudalse1
woeldad mrel al)olw

@nowEBeg milduleannsl

celss Moamlderauo ©alQoad
0026110 B3NS alled
awellon)s. '

2001~ 2002 UAAHHOD af).B)h.afl,0VSLag) OOdotla] n[ﬂﬂﬁ (s39¢c00 mnmxmﬁca‘é mlma '

200 0}al al®o) anslMlENIV] agad. mil. §1 anojas SR n3naanan

2moWlal®y (ooRalwy my
oumBs KA B
(pogl Mlae CERUNGI Balys
mas Mlsfe DRalSlen)s,
2000 £2M)UO} B)DIENSBEY 1))
Tl PAUB alBlaXidh@Em &<
Wwlds afliafadl@d eidiafless
Mmas Mkeeo DGl B4,
LB QUBLI0UD0RIR U Eang;
OS BRWIHHIO aldluwles ﬂ-h

OO VIR0 nFRMBMIleg; -

0@ caudam aflzye allsyoeys
oo aioallajlenom)as mieas
DCenlSON) . :
oI @RSIALNdM AR
@paglellconal Cd08R) s,
o3 ailz)o Qilayoeiomu 6s
(BEB@ @R 0o &) 850 MsH
Me90 DCalod]lan) .
OO0 OZEITVC(Saud ail
m@ ailayoesorvomlon 300
20868 NIEMaIDBIW GAB QU
Alaflea)m@lm)es (el
VA QUSHEIDUORIGUE MSTM
6Mo. ;

@S] QUa @RERT M)
SHORENUTD RSB @RMmudl

B6)) B>
@IS Clae:omaane Tl
(20R}EUATNMOBTNOG afat.
af)a’.e0.sle ansla)ayamiod
88065063 1700 allaflw &
(BeEBSlad Mmsea)m wyan Al
ORL NLOWTam wr&em allgma

Jlgﬁe)gaa; ° g ;

Lot i i

alwomlald (Sau00)s crua:ﬂroﬁ avl, awl, nr)sgm) mcmm)m;ca..

(SAI00IOS cccz.)maﬂﬂe,mrmm :

- K.SASIDHARAN -
R{UJ Sadan, Manoor PO, Kozhtkode - 673 328

--_'ECWM’%‘ ‘‘‘‘‘ . :
Ol IIM TEACHER ]\mcmbcr ?{xu




e o e i S et P S e g ol

3
E
;
!
7

1
4
A
i
]

~ dropout rate at the degree level in the arts .
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Restructuring Higher
Education in Kerala
& Questions of Equity
& Excellence

Problems and Pros-peéts
in Arts and Science Colleges

Thomas Joseph,
President, A K.P.C.TA

Relevance

- There is a general thinking among
academics that the system of higher
education in Kerala has become obsolete The

and science colleges is estimated to be about

- 30% by the third year of the course. An
- analysis of the results of examinations

conducted by the Kerala University during
the five year period from 91-92 to 95-96

shows the ,following failure rate-Pre-degree-

- 60%, B.A-38%, M.A-59%,B.Com-69%..

(Source: Report of the Kerala Education

Commission, KSSP 1999). The high rates of.
dropouts and failures are pointers to the ir-
relevance of the system of Higher Education
as it exists today in Kerala. The problems of
educated unemployed is yet another
indicator in this direction. The major
problem which we are faced with today is
to increase the relevance of higher education
to the needs of the users of the system. This
can be done only by making the system
useful to the developmental needs of our
country and the employment opportunities
in the global market. Apart from enabling
individuals to earn their livelihood through
self-employment/wage-employment, the
system of Higher Education in a state should
provide for the general social, economic and
cultural well being of the society. For this to
happen, there should be ample provision for
acquisition ,application and generation of
knowledge. '

Expansion :

There has been considerable increase in
the number of Higher Educational
Institutions and enrolment of students in the
last three decades. There are seven (7)
Universities in Kerala at present. Apart from
affiliating Universities of Kerala, Mahatma
Gandhi, Calicut and Kannur, there are the
Science and Technology University of Kochi,
Sanskrit University of Kalady & the
Agricultural University. There are 186 Arts
& Science,25 Engineering,21 Medical and 19

- Teacher Education Colleges affiliated to

these  Universities (1998-99).These
Universities also have their own teaching
departments and constituent colleges. Table
below shows growth in enrolment during

 the period between 1970 and 1999

: .CKEM}..H.FM?E S B
LOLLEGE -TE{\CHER = November 2001 Ei
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I"mc‘lment in htuher vdmatmnal Institutions in Kerala

Engrmeelm? Medical | Teacher _Toﬁal i
3514 - .. |.-3007 - |-2440 83774 |
5962 4028 2646 107626
20853 4018 4291 167375
16874 6626 2373 173195

_period.

_____ % St <
Year I’hD PG (.\KLJ G
1970-71. | 144 74669
1980-81 684 94306
1990-91 1319 136894
1998-09 2691 144711

(‘u)urue Selected ed11c1honal Statistics, MHRD)

- The above figures only include
enrolments in the regular stream. Total
enrolment will also include the students

under the private stream. Prabhat Patnaik’

Commission on Restructuring Higher Edu-

~cation in Kerala has estimated that the state’s
enrolment in Higher Education as a ratio of
the population of the relevant age group is
7.4% as against about 6% at the national level
during 1998-99..

There is a general impression that Higher
Education in Kerala is already over-
expanded. But this is not true. It is true that
the percentage of population in Higher
Education at the relevant age group is
slightly higher as compared with the
national average. But the percentage of
students going for Higher Education in

relation to the students in Secondary School

is only 13.8%. for Kerala as against the
National average of 22..9%( in 1997-98). In
this respect Kerala’s rank is 24% out of 26

states. The percentage of students in degree

courses in relation to the students in plus two
classes was only 28% as against the 49.2%
for the country as a whole over the same

s 8 ( :xsmu\ PRIVATE

OLL, E(‘E ThACHFR Nov:,mber 2001

(Source: Annual Report 1998-99,
. Department of Education, Ministry of
Human Resource Development, Govern- -
~ mentof India). This shows that the progress -

in I—Ilgher Educanon has notmatched wnh

the state’s achievement in secondary
education.

The increase in the number of +2 seats
from 106000 to 174000 is bound to increase
the demand for higher education
considerably over the next few years. The -
improvement in the quality of secondary _
education and consequent fall in drop out
rates and failures, if it materializes, could

further push up the demand for and

necessity of the expansxon of higher
education. :

A true picture of the developmental needs
of higher education in Kerala can be made
only with reference to countries which have
comparable achievements in secondary
education. Kerala’s figures compare poor}y
with 51% in developed countries and 21%
in middle income countries. The role of
higher education in development has now
been universally recognized. Enrolment of |
20% of the relevant 2 age group is generally
recognized as the threshold level for

ensuring economic development. Progress in

higher education is directly proportlonai to-
the economic development in the case of
most countries. Human capital is more
important than traditional capital in a
knowledge society. All developed countries
now invest heavﬂy in human resource

| development
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~role nsustaining Kerala’s o
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- preclude industries which require
- areas of land. In the

the state’s
. ‘ arge volume of
immigrant renutlances to the state and its

_ conomy has also
to be recognized. The fact that Kerala cannot
lintensive

adequate

als, coal and
petroleum resources is another factor to be

taken into account, The high density of
population and consequent high land prices

industries due o the absence of
supply of minerals, met

large
above circumstances it
is important that the state concentrate on

~ knowledge-intensive industries and services.

A pre-requisite of this is the development of
higher education,

The de-linking of Pre- degree courses

- from colleges and the starting of +2 courses

have made immediate intervention in the

~ system of higher education desirable and.
. feasible. The infrastructural facilities and
, manpower rendered excess in the existing
| colleges could be utilized for the expansion
- and restructuring of Higher Education
{ without heavy investment. It is important to

seize the opportunity before it is diverted to

{ undesirable ends.

1 Diversification - -
It has been pointed out that too much
{ emphasis on any one stream (traditional

courses/ new generation courses /vocational

courses) would lead to lop sided
| development. The present tendency to
| unlimited specialization does not take into
{ account the changing demands in the job
1 market. While a limited number of specialists

are required in each field, the emphasis

i should be on producing a large number of
4 what Christopher Ball calls flexible
generalists. The flexible generalists are

driven _ Pun
Committee(UGC 1993) which studied the

defined as persons equipped with necessary
k!‘\.(imltrclge, skills and values to adjust
readily to the volatile requirements of a
changing society. | =

Quantity vs. Quality

Al L (iichotomy between quality and
quantity is totally irrelevant in the context
of the second generation problems of
d(:'velopm(-rnt confronting the educational
system in the state. The state should strive
to increase enrolment & improve quality and
relevance simultaneously. Equity and
excellence should go together to achieve
universalisation of competence in higher
education.

This calls for meticulous planning and
concerted effort in the development of
Higher Education on the part of the state.
Leaving it to market forces is to abdicate an |
important responsibility of the state Such a
step will have serious long term
consequences on the economic and social
development of the state .Following the
prescriptions in the Ambani-Birla report, the
UDF Government is going in for large scale
privatization by opening up the self -
financing stream on an unprecedented scale.
There is also an exclusive emphasis on the
development of IT and BT courses which
threaten to produce imbalances in the system
of higher education in relation to is societal
needs.

Self-financing ’

The assumption that higher education is
a non-merit good which does not deserve
Government subsidies is based on an
inadequate understanding of the role of

higher education in general economic

development, especially in the knowledge
modern world. Punnayya

; Cgﬁtﬁg%ﬁ TEA_CHER - November 2001 u



question of state funding has recommended
thus: Taking: into consideration the historical
background, the present stage of development and
the role of higher education, the availability of
attractive sources of funding and the global
experiences ,the committee unequivocally
reiterates that state funding must continue to be
an essential and mandatory requirement to
support higher education.

The position taken by Punnyya
Committee is in agreement with the
UNESCO document on Palicies For Change
and Development of Higher Education
(1995) which says: State and society must
perceive higher education not as a burden on
federal budgets, but as a long term domestic
mvestment, in order to increase economic
competifiveness cultural development and social
cohesion.

The argument that the self-financing
stream will increase enrolment is misplaced.
The experiences at the school level shows
that the self-financing stream will not -
supplement the subsidized stream, but only
replace it, rendering the former economically
unviable. In the long run, it would bring
down enrolment by denying access to a large
majority of the population which does not
have the purchasing power to afford the high
cost of higher education. The low per capita
income prevailing in the state demands the
continuation of subsidies in higher
education. The fact that higher education
continues to be subsidized heavily even in
the most developed countries shows that the
WTO };n"escril.)tions are meant only for the
developing countries. The WTO agenda is
to restrict education to literacy levels in the
third world countries, which is the optimum
requirement for ensuring economic and
social hegemony of the West by expanding

::I'-'-'.'m'("umu FRIATL e it CHU : P
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view to upsetting the ba

.

global markets and undérmin,i_ng
development in the third world.

This does not mean that the scope for
augmenting internal resources need not be-
explored. The precarious nature of the
State’s finances demands that fresh avenes
be found for financing Higher Education
Diversification of funding sources and
introduction of a differential fee structyre
based on the capacity to pay could relieve
the much starved system without
compromising equity. As recommended by
Dr. Justice Punnayya Committee, the
generation of resources through fees and
other internal sources could be made to the

extent of about 20% of the recurring
expenditure.

Role of Universities

The affiliating Universities in the state
should take the lead role in spearheading
reforms which are long overdue. At present
the Universities are engaged in a struggle for
surival.The system is under siege from 7
without and from within. The forces of .
globalization are marketing knowledge
products in the international market. This is
bound to have a destabiiizing effect on the
affiliating system. The Central Government
assisted by the UGC,besides aiding and

~abetting the process of liberalization,

globalization and privatization, is also
pursuing the agenda of saffronisation of

Higher Education. The Ambani-Birla agenda
informs the attitude of the UDE Gove rﬁ!ﬂ{‘.f‘:i
towards the Universities. By denying fumnds
the Universities are asked to fend for
themselves. Attempts are being made 1 ¢

‘make serious inroads into the system of

democratic self-governance prevailing i the 3
Universities by nominating exporty with @

[ e

-

lange of power i
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favor of the Government. The afﬁiiating
colleges are being encoura ged to break loose
from the system by slarting 5(?if~ﬁnancing
courses and /or going in for full financia]
autonomy. .The Government’s move for
reviving the aborted Unified University Act
in order to de-democratize the University
Governance System assumes menacing
prospects against this background.

Except forisolated instances of principled
resistance on the part of a few committed
individuals and groups, the Universities as
a whole have failed to rise themselves up to
the occasion. There is little attempt to
regulate the functioning of the affiliated
colleges, with the result that statutory
obligations are being flouted openly by
powerful managements. Corrupt practices in
admissions do not invite even a whimper of
protest. Some colleges have become
franchisee centers of other Universities and
private educational agencies with the
connivance of affiliating Universities. At
least in some cases attempts are being made

by the leadership to wreck the affiliating

system from within. The move to start Off
Campus Academic Centres by Mahatma
Gandhi University in violation of the
statutory provisions regarding territorial
jurisdiction and UGC directives is the most
telling instance of this. The attempts being
made by all Universities to restructure the
~courses is perhaps the only silver lining in
the cloud.

Any meaningful programme of action for
restructuring Higher Education in the state
should provide for defending the affiliating
~system against attacks from without and
~within. The Universities should justify their
“existence by performing their regulatory
- functions in accordance with law, -

resisting the temptation to stray beyond
their statutory powers and by acting in the
interests of equity and excellence in Higher
education. The best offence against the
onslaught of Globalization is self defense
through self improvement. This can be
achieved to a considerable extent by restruc-
turing the Curriculum .

State Council for Higher Education
It is against the background of the
destabilizing policies and programmes
being undertaken by the Government and
the Universities that the need for
reconstituting the State Council For Higher
Education becomes relevant .Such a body
should include prominent educationalists
,Jepresentatives of the Government,
Universities, Teachers and Students. The
Council could undertake responsibilities like
making recommendations for policy
planning on the basis of detailed study and
wide ranging consultations and provide a
forum for the coordination and supervision
of all institutions of higher learning in the
state and supply commonly required general
services. T

Self-financing Autonomous Colleges
The White Paper on State Finances has
mooted the proposal to convert some of the
aided colleges into self-financing
autonomous colleges. The scheme is totally
different from that envisaged by U.G.C and
has no parallel elsewhere in the country.
The idea is not to convert good colleges into
centres of excellence by giving them more
funds as envisaged by the U.G.C, but to stop
all government subsidies by converting

 them into self-financing institutions. A

cabinet sub committee has been formed to
go into the details and make recommen-
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tion of the scheme
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and excellence in higher education. With

"NO It \f‘”“‘ 9101‘ 3Y stem (O Oversee
of the axﬂizij};t’ﬁ, maost uf the ai.lit‘inomoug
colleges would soon become trading shops

in higher education. Institutions built up

with public money would then be
converted into private business
enterprises. This is worse than

disinvestments of P.5.Us being carried out
by the Central Government, where at least
~a portion of the real value of the units goes
back to the public coffers in the form of
sale proceeds. What is at work in the
present instance is the operation of BOT
(Build , Operate and Transfer ) in reverse
gear. There is a lot of public investment in
the development of the colleges in the form
of local contributions ,donations from
students ,UGC and Government grants etc
.The Colleges have been operated by the
private managements with at least a
semblance of regulatory intervention till
now. The present proposal is to lift even
the little regulatory power that remains
leaving the managements entirely to their
own designs . This, in effect, is to transfer
public money into private coffers. The new
step will also completely destabilize
existing pr0v151ons for ensuring merit and
reservation in the admission of students
and appointment of teachers. This will
" have serious repercussions on the socio-
economic equations prevailing in the state.
1t will upset communal harmony, make the
campuses the battle grounds of communal
clashes and render all exercises at aca-
demic reform 1rrelevant and impossible.

s
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Reform: General Perspectiveg e

Participatory Learning

Review of the S\’llabi at  ‘the

Undergraduate and Post-graduate levels

would be meaningful only if structuray

changes are made in other aspects of the

curriculum as well. There should be achange

of emphasis from teaching to learning. To _ 
facilitate this the course should be structured

into manageable units and students shoulg
be encouraged to play a more active role in

the teaching-learning process. A new concept
of higher education with its emphasis on -

participative learning in which teachers and

students play complementary roles will have

to be evolved. This calls for the introduction

of the semester system and internal

evaluaton.

Interdisciplinarity
While specializations have had their day,
it is being increasingly recognized that

knowledge cannot be contained within

various subject boundaries. With the
emergence of new ideas, facts and situations =

existing categories and classifications would
modifications.
Interdisciplinarity is the mingling of several

require constant

disciplines traditionally distinct in such a

way as to create a unified product, a course, :

a paper or even a curriculum. Looking

beyond one’s subject is the beginning of

interdisciplinarity. It starts a continuing

process which generates knowledcre in its:

march. Higher educatmn at various stagEa
ought to incorporate varymg degrees of
mterdlsmphnarlty

Semester System

“The load on the Un1ver51t1es for the__
conduct of exarnmatlons is conslderabh’_“



e
reduced with the de-linking of pre- degree
courses, which  provides  the right
op pmtumlv for nm(:ciuunb the semester
system at the degree and post- graduate
lovels. Semester system was tried out on a
timited scale for vocational courses in
Mahatma Gandhi University in 1998. There
has been some failure in the maintenance of
time schedule in the M.G University
experience  with the semester system.
Greater coordination between the colleges
and the University is required for the proper
functioning of the system.

All Universities have introduced the
semester system at the post-graduate level
from the current year. There is greater
coordination between the University and the
colleges in Kerala University than in other
Universities .Kerala University is also
systematically going ahead with the
preparations for the implementation of
semester system at the under graduate level

next year

Reforms in Evaluation

An effective system of evaluation should
have an internal and external component in
the ratio of 1 : 1. To start with, the internal
component should be about 25% of the total
marks which could be gradually raised to
50% over a period of time. The abuse of the
system of internal evaluation could be
effectively prevented through the
establishment of appropriate Grievance
Redressal Forums and by making provisions
for separate entry of internal and external
marks in the University marks list. The
award of internal marks should be based on
the student performance in written tests,
seminars, assignments, attendance etc.

Internal evaluation was first introduced

for 20% of the total marks in M .G. University

for under graduate courses. There has been
considerable  improvement in the
involvement of students and teachers in the
teaching-learning process due to this.
However there is great mismatch between
internal and external marks in many cases.
On the basis of this experience, provision has
been made for normalization of internal
marks for PG courses in all Universities.
Entering the name of the college which has
awarded the internal marks in the University
marks sheet could perhaps bring in an
element of social accountability in the
internal marking system which could
effectively check the evils of nepotism and
indifference.

An achievement test for evaluation
should measure attainment in terms of
criteria determined by instructional
objectives. This is possible only when the
objectives are analyzed into observable and
measurable specific behaviors and questions
set to measure these specifications
objectively. A useful model for this is the one
developed by Benjamin S Bloom which is
popularly known as Bloom’s Taxonomy.
Bloom classifies educational objectives in
relation to the cognitive, affective and psy-
chomotor domains of human behavior and
recognizes ditferent levels of achievement in
each of these domains. Most of the traditional
tests could not even test fully the behavior
in the cognitive domain. A systematic
attempt to set questions on the basis of a
blueprint prepared in accordance with the
principles of Bloom’s Taxonomy would
considerably enhance the validity of the ex-

amination system.

- Extension

At present there is no compulsory
provision for ensuring social accountability
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of students. Activities like those of NS5,
NCC etc. are extra curricular activities, the
participation in which is not reckoned for
the award of grades. In some Universities,
like the Barathiar University for example,
such activities have been inducted into the
curriculum and have been made
compulsory for the students. A beginning
in this direction was made in Calicut
University where social work for a
stipulated number of days has been made
a condition for the award of the first degree.
There are complaints that the programme
is not being implemented properly. Kerala
University is planning to introduce
extension/extra-curricular activity at the
degree level from the next academic year
as part of the curriculum .25 marks have
been set apart for the same in part 3 .

Agenda for reforms

Degree Courses

About 90% of the students at the level of
higher education belong to the degree level
Hence restructuring the Curriculum at this
level is of paramount importance .The UGC
has recommended the inclusion of three
components in the first degree curriculum.
They are a set of optional foundation courses
,core courses and applied courses .It may not
be possible /feasible to copy down the UGC
recommendations verbatim. Taking into
account the spirit of the UGC
recommendations, AKPCTA has evolved the
following strategies for restructuring the
syllabi of undergraduate courses.

1)Updating and Restructuring of existing
courses.

2)Introducing the new vocational courses.

3)Introducing inter disciplinary courses
to a limited extent. :

1 4-' COLI;EGE:‘I‘EA-CHBR -November 2001

departments in other Universities should be

Part four in the curriculum for
degree courses " &
Two important components that need tg
be integrated in the curriculum are {7
education and extension. While the former
is required as a tool for faci}itating :
qualitative improvement in education, the
latter is necessary to promote social
awareness among students It is difficult 15
break the ratio of workload and marks vis-
a-vis partl,2&3 The solution lies in adding
one more part—part iv— the time schedule
of which will be outside the 25 hours
calculated for workload and credits could be
given over and above that earmarked for
parts 1,2&3.IT courses can be conducted as
part of the enrichment programmes within
the framework of the affiliating system at
cost-effective rates either by the colleges -
concerned or by the department of Distance
Education of the affiliating University. The
concept of extension should be given the
widest possible definition so as to include a
wide variety of programmes under its
banner for students to choose from according
to their taste. Adequate provision must also |

be made to ensure accountability for the
programmes.

Post-graduate Education -
- The interdisciplinary approach modestly
to be attempted at the under graduate level
should be extended to its logical conclusion
in designing new courses at the post-
graduate level. The attempt should be to-
evolve new areas of discipline by di'SS_OI-ViP_g:.f

subject boundaries and dovetailing related
areas in different disciplines into one"
another. Credit and Semester system should
become the norm. Kerala University already /
has the scheme in its departments. While




ble to introduce the same without further
{elay. affiliated colleges with their physical
nsularity and limited number ()f.post
raduate departments in cach institution
hay have to wail for some more time before
aunching into such an innovation

Private Registration and Distance
ducation

Private registration and Distance
ducation do make compromises on qt_i'ality.
Nhile the Universities do precious little to
acilitate learning in private registration,
ome intervention is made in this area by the
Jniversities in Distance Education by
upplying notes and holding contact classes.
{owever, with the rapid expansion of the
ommunication network there is scope for
reater intervention today. Virtual
ssrooms can operate even globally. But
s would require great initial expenditure
d expertise and coordination of a number
f variables that is best left to an Open
Jniversity which could be started for the
surpose. Only such an arrangement will be

able to withstand the stiff competition from.
international operators in this area. Till such

an arrangement is made Jindividual

Universities should confine their operations

within the confines of their territorial

jurisdiction to avoid unhealthy competition

with one another and to concentrate on their

statutory responsibility of developing

education in their respective areas. All efforts

should be made to discontinue private
education by absorbing the stream into
distance education At any rate, the present
tendency to generate funds by overcharging
the users should be nipped in the bud..
Distance Education should never be allowed
to become the milch cow of higher
education. The basic objective of Distance
Learning is to expand education. by
democratizing its base. This can be achieved
only by making it available at cos t-effective
rates to its users. More over a system that
exploits a set of unorganized students to
subsidize another set of organized students
can never be justified. o
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Philip G. Altbach

 Prof. of Higher education and Director
~of the Centre for International Higher education
at Boston College

Higher Education is increasingly seen as
ommercial product to be bought and sold
e any other commodity. Higher education
ommercialization has reached now the
ybal marketplace. The world Trade
ranization (WTO) is considering a series
of proposals to include higher education as
ne of its concerns, ensuring that the import
."-'.'export of higher education be subject to
complex rules and legal arrangements of
WTO protocols and free of most
strictions, In the United States, the
tional Committee for International Trade
ucation and a group of mainly for profit
ation providers are supporting this

bovia
taxing. The WTO initiative poses a severe

threat to the traditional tdeals of the
University, as well as to the national and
even institutional control of education, and
therefore needs careful scrutiny, We are in
the midst of a true revelution in higher

education a revolution that has the potential
to profoundly change our basic
understanding of the role of the university.
The implications are immense and as yet
little discussed or understood. It is especially
alarming, but not surprising, that the U.S
Department of Commerece’s Office of
service Industries is behind the effort to
commercialize higher education in the
United States and worldwide.

[ am not arguing against globalization
cither as a reality or as a concept. Higher
education institutions everywhere are
subject to global trends - massification and
all of its implications, the impact of the new
communications technologies, account-
ability of academic institutions to
government, an increasingly international
and mobile academic profession, global
research networks, and other phenomena.

Many of these developments link
academic institutions and systems globally.
The use of English as the lingua franca for
scientific communication and for teaching,
especially when combined with the internet, -
makes communication easier and quicker.
The advent of multinational hlgher
education institutions makes it possible to
disseminate new curricular and other
innovations qulckly and to meet;. the
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immediate needs of students and the
national economies of countries that lack
. adequate providers of higher education.
For centuries, universities were seen as
institutions that provided education in the
learned profession (law, medicine, and
theology) and scientific disciplines.
Universities, as independent and sometimes
critical institutions, preéerve’d and
interpreted, and sometimes eXpanded, the
history and culture of society. In the 19th
century, research was added to the
responsibilities of the universities, followed
a little later by service to society. Academic
institutions were, in the main, sponsored by
the state or the church. Even Privately
sponsored institutions were defined by the
service mission. Higher education was seen
~as a "Public good” as something that
provided a valuable contribution to society
and was therefore worthy of support.
Universities were places for learning,
research, and service to society through the
application of knowledge. Academe was
afforded a significant degree of insulation
from the pressures of society - academic
freedom - precisely because it was serving
the broader good of society. Professors were
often given permanent appointments -
tenure - to guarantee them academic
freedom in the class room and laboratory to
teach and do research without fear of
sanctions from society. '

Downsides of Globalization
Today, trends such as the rise of the
Internet and the globalization of knowledge
have the potential for creating severe
problems for academic institutions and
systems in smaller or poorer nations. In a
world divided into centers and peripheries,

KERALA PRIVATE
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the centers grow stronger and more
dominant and the peripheries become
increasingly marginalized. Inequalities grow
more pronounced. There is little leeway for
academic systems or individual universities
to independently develop in the increasingly

‘compettitive and fast moving global higher -

education scene dominated by the world-
class universities in the industrialized:
countries. The traditional academic center
becomes ever stronger and more dominant
- mainly in the English speaking countries
of the North (the United States, the United
kingdom, Canada) and in Australia and in
the larger countries of the European Union
(notably Germany and France, and to some
extend Italy and Spain)

The norms, values, languages, scientific
innovations, and knowledge products of
countries in the center crowd out other ideas
and practices. These countries are home not

" only to the dominant universities and
. research facilities but

also to the
multinational corporations so powerful in
the new global knowledge system.
Information technology companies such as
Microsoft and IBM, biotechnology and
pharmaceutical firms (Merck or Biogen),
multinational publishers like Elsevier or
Bertelsmann, among others dominates the .
new international commerce in knowle-cige
knowledge based products, and information
technology. Smaller and poorer countries
have little autonomy or competitive
potential in the globalized world.
Globalization in higher education
exacerbates dramatic inequalities among the
world’s universities. |
Commercialization of g
Knowledge and Higher Education
With the growing commercialization of
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higher education, the values of (he
marketplace have intruded on to (he
campus. One of the main factors is the
change in society’s attitude towards higher
education- which is now seen as a “private
good” benefiting those who study or do
research. In this view, it secems justified that
the users should pay for this service as they
would for any other service, The provision
of knowledge becomes just another
commercial (ransaclion, The main provider
of public funds the state, is increasingly
unwilling or unable to provide the resources
needed for an expanding higher education
sector. Universities and other post secondary
institutions are expected to generate more
of their funding. They have had to think
more like businesses and less like
educational institutions.

In this context a logical development is
the privatization of public universities the
selling of knowledge products, partnering
with corporations, as well as increases in
student fees. The proliferation of private
academic institutions of all kinds, especially
in the for profit sector, is another by product
of commercialization. Education companies,
some of which call themselves universities,
sell skills and training, awarding degrees or
certificates to customers (students). Research
is seen as a fungible product rather that an
inquiry conducted to advance the frontiers
of science.

The WTO Enters the Equation

In these changed circumstances, it is not
surprising that those motivated by
commerce, in government and in the private
sector, would concern themselves with
ensuring that “knowledge products” are

freely traded in the international

marketplace. If these interest groups have
their way, higher cducation in all of jts
manifestations will be subject to free trade
discipline just like bananas or airliners, The
WITO and its related General Agreementon
Trade and Services (GATS), it must be
remembered, are legally binding. There is a
danger that regulations relating to higher
education will be included in an
international agreement “under the radar”
and without much analysis. This is a
possibility even in the April discussions of
the Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA)
in Quebec. When something becomes part
of the WTO regime requirements and
regulations, it is subject to complex
arrangements. The implications for higher
education are immense, not only because of
an entire new set of international regulations
but because the university will be defined
in an entirely new way: The overriding goal
of GATS and the WTO is to guarnatee
market access to educational products and
institutions of all kinds. ' '
The trade in higher education is of course "
more difficult to codify than bananas. But
cfforts are now under way to do precisely
this: to create a regime of guidelines and
regulations to insititute free trade in higher
education. The WTO would help to
guarantee that academic institutions or other
education providers could set up branches,
in any country export degree programs,
award degrees and certificates with minimal
restriction, invest in overseas educa t'ia'nai-.i_-
insitutions, employ instructors for thejr
foreign ventures, set up educational and

training programs through distance

technologies without controls and so on.
Educational products of all kinds would
be freely exported from one country to
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another. Copyr'i'ght, patent, and licensing

regulations, already part of international
'_treaties,;wou]d' be further reinforced. It
‘would become very difficult to regulate the
trade in academic institutiions, programs,
degrees, or products across international
borders. Those wishing to engage In such
imports and exports would have recourse to
international tribunals and legal action. At
present the jurisdicition over higher
education is entirely in the hands of na tional
authorities.

The questions raised by this initiative
relate to the very idea of higher education
and to the future of academe especially in
the developing nations and in smaller
countries, How would countries, or
individual universities, maintain their
academic independence ina world in which
they had minimal practical and legal control

higher

over the import or export of

education? How would accreditation or
quality control be carried out? Would there
be a distinction made bet lic or

prix-ate non-prozit i
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]
:
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“gold standard” for centu:
and aggressive fo

wealthy profit driven multinationals force

other higher education i
business? Would a full time professoriate

with claims to academic freedom survive?
One thing is very clear - once the universities
O jurisdiction, autonomy

would be severely compromised and ad-

vanced education and research would
another ;}rfﬁ:d uct subject to

are part of the W’

become just

international treaties and bureaucratic

regulations.
The greatest negative pnpact of WTO
control over higher education would occur

in the developing countries, These countries

m(*laﬁa.d ] ) _ .
LOLLBGTE TEACHER Sl pvenher 20

reatest need for academic
e to national

have the g

institutions that can contribut
development, produce research relevant to ™
local needs, and participate in the

strengthening of civil society. Once
universities in developing countries are

subject to international - academic
marketplace regulated by the WTO they

would be swamped by overseas institutions
and programs intent on earning a profitbut
"ot in contributing to national development. - '
It is not clear that accrediting and quality
control mechanisms that now exist in mary :
countries would be possible, at least as they
relate to transnational educational providers.

Who Should Control
Higher Education?

Every country needs to maintain esse ntal
control over its academic institutions. At the
same time, individual universities need an
adequate degree of autonomy and academic
freedom if they are to flourish. For centuries,
traditional universities have performed a
central function in 50(:&@1_\_*_-'i-*‘f’k‘a';-iu that

AT

function has changed over time it has not dis-
appeared. The Challenge of the new
initiatives and globalizatioin generally is one

of the most serious sipce the edieves
universities faced the rise of natiovalisin at b
; 5

the Protestant Reformation in the ¢
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century. For almost a millen nium,
universities have defined themselves as
Cinstitutions with a core education mission
cand a common understanding of the values
of academe. For much of this period,
universities were understood not only as
institutions that provided education in
practical fields of knowledge but as central
cultural institutions in society. In the 19th
century, science and rescarch was added to
the academic mission. Universities where
recognized as special institutions by society
precisely because their goals went beyond
everyday commerce, Now, all of this is under
threat.

The academic community itself is in
condiderable part responsible for the changes.
Some universities have all too willingly
allowed themselves to be caught up in
commercial aclivities and to compromise
their traditional roles. The establishment of
“for profit” subsidiaries by such renowned
institutions as New York Universi ty, a well
known Australian institution, is establishing
profit making branches overseas. The
University of Chicago’s business school has
opened branches in Spain and Singapore.
Universities in china devote much of their
attention to providing profit making consult-
ing and setting up technology companies.
Many universities have gone “On - line” to
sell their courses and degrees to customers in
all parts of the world.

Ifuniversities are to survive as intellectual
institutions, they must pay close attention to
their core responsibilities of teachin glearning
and research, Maintaining loyalty to
traditional academic values wil] not be easy,
but the costs of growing commercialization
are much greater.

Governments and

developing

other public

authorities need to give the universities the
support they need to fulfull their mission.
Constantly squeezing in budget, demanding
ever greater accountability, and insisting th;_.;t
the university fundamentally change its
goals does not in the long run serve the
public interest. The public must also respect
the underlying values of higher education,

The developing countries have special
academic needs that must be protected, and
any WTO style treaty would inevitably harm _
the emerging academic systems of the
countries. Third world
universities are now involved in many
international relationship but these
arrangements are based on national necds
and allow choice among programs and
partners. _

The proposed WTO initiatives bring all
of the pressures now being felt by
universities world wide into sharp focus. If
higher education world wide were subject
to the strictures of the WTO academe would
be significantly altered. The idea that the
university serves a broad public good would
be weakened and the universities would be
subject to all of the commercial pressures of
the marketplace - a marketplace enforced by
international treaties and legal requirements,
The goal of having the university contribute
to national develOpmGnt and the

strengthening of civil society in developing

countries would be impossible to fulfill.
Universities are indeed special institutions
with a long history and a societal mission
that deserve support. Subjecting academe to
the rigors of a WTO enforced marketplace
would destroy one of the most valuable
institutions in any society. o
(courtsy- University News- Vol:39 Sept.
PP1-4) e R g
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The Impact of
Economic Reforms
on Education:

The Indian Experience

Dr. A. Abdul Salim

v E.M.E.A College of Arts & Science
Calicut

: The importance of education in Socio -
economic development has been well
recognised ever since the “human invest-
‘ment revolution in economic thought” in
1960 (Shult. 1961). Accordingly, both the de-
veloping and developed countries have in-
vested huge amount of resources in
education. During several years since 1960,
education has a ‘golden period” with
substantial public investment flowing into
education and spectacular growth in
enrolments both at school and higher

E C KERALA PRVATE
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oducation levels. However, when the

national and international agencies began
expercséing their commitment to education,
the world economic crisis was unveiled with
the first and second oil shocks. world
inflation, monuting-foreign debt, structural
adjustment and readjustment policies, and
also the recessionary trends (Tilak 1999) very
soon it is realised that the last one and a half
decades of the century is going to be the
period of containment of state role in social
sector development including education.

The Experience of Asia,
Africa and Latin America

Infact the stabilisation and adjustment
policies do not directly refer to education.
But they have a lot of indirect and adverse
effects on -education and human
development. The adverse effects are feared
to be brutal as human development and
adjustment are believed to be antithetical
(Tilak, 1993). This is experience of several
countries in Latin America and Sub - Saharan
Africa (Kakwani et.al. 1990: Stewart, 1992:
Tilak,1993)..In these countries which have
introduced economic reforms, public
expediture on education as pércent of gross
domestic product declined while in several
non - adjusting developing countries, the cor-
responding proportion increased during the
same period. Similary, the share of education
in total government expenditure also

‘declined in the majority of the adjusting

countries while it increased or remained
stable in the majority of the non - adjusting
countries. Further, the allocation of primary
education suffered more than other levels of



education. Both the gross and net enrolment
ratios in primary education declined in a
large number of adjusting countries while
a;laa:},' reported marginal and significant
improvement in non - ;uljuslin;; nations, In
the intensely adjusting countries, the rate of
growth in enrolments in primary education
also declined. This is natural because as
employment wages and levels-of living are
atfected demand for education considerably
declines. Above all the private sector has
been given an enhanced role in education in
several adjusting countries compared to the
pre - adjustment period in the same
countries, and compared to the non -
adjusting countries (Tilak, 1993). It all shows
that the impact of reforms on educational ex-
penditures as well as attainment as
measured by enrolment rates has been
adverse in Latin American and Sub - Saharan
African Countries.

But in the case of South - East Asian
countries particularly the South Korea, the
experience was to the contrary. These
countrics managed to raise allocations for
education despite structural adjustment and
succeeded in protecting social sector
expenditures. It is now being admitted that
sustained investment in human resourse
developement was an important factor
behind the “East Asian Miracle” (World
Bank, 1993). The success of these countries
in achieving adjustment with-a human face
has been attributed to (a) favourable initial
conditions (b) high rate of growth during
?deStme and (c) policies protecting the
Interests of the poor during adjustment
(Prabhu and Kamdar, 1993). The experience
of these Asian Miracles assumes importance
for India which also aims at structural
development with a human face.

The Indian Experience ;
India embarked on a Programme f)f
structural adjustment and stabilisation in
July 1991. These policies are expected to
transform the Indian economy and liftittoa
trajectory of high economic growth
alongside the East Asian Economies. These
policies seem to question the dominant role
of the state in development and to encourage
the increased role of the market. They also
stress on reduction in government
expenditure and public subsidies. However,
a clear reform agenda has not yet been
articulated for the social sector, including
human development which is the founda-
tion of economic growth. The mutually
reinforcing relationship between growth and
human development implies that both de-
serve equal emphasis at all times (UNDP,
1997). The policy makers in our country do
not seem to realise this mutual relationship
and they are not scared of recommending
check in the flow of resources to education.
As a result, education becomes a highly
vulnerable sector under deteriorating
economic conditions. In the light of this, this
paper examines the levels and patterns or
educational expenditure during the period
of reforms in the country. However, no
attempt is made to assess the likely impact
of changes in the level and pattern of
expenditure on attainment indicators such
as literacy rates Or average number of years .
of schooling.
Central Government
Expenditure on Education .
A real increase in expenditure on social
sector including education might have
mitigated some of the backlash against
reforms that was triggered by the negative
effects of stabilisation programme. However,

' stmu PRIATE . :
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a decline of expenditure in this sector is one
of the consequences of the reform. This has
happened in annual budgets of the central
government and quite unbelievably in the
five year plans. The plan allocations for
education have been declining quite steadily
from over 6.79% of total outlay in the first
plan to 3.55% in the seventh plan. The eighth
plan (1992-97)which had ‘human develop-
ment as the ultimate goal’ allocated 4.91%
to this vital sector (Planning Commission.
1992). However, the allocations in 1992/93
and 1993/94 (budget estimates) had only
been 3.88% and 3.98% respectively. More-
over, the share of elementary education to
total educational outlay had declined from
56% in the first plan to 29% in the 7th paln
(Prabhu, 1995). Though- the 3.9% is

considered adequate by experts from the

World Bank, in view of the high level of
illiteracy (47.89% in 1991) and the large
number of illiterates (over 324 million in
1991), several official committees have been
recommending that 6% of GDP should be
spent on education (Government of India,
1966.1986 & 1991: ICSSR - ICMR Panel,1981).
However, the government aspiration to raise
the allocation to education from the current
3.9% of GDP to 6% of GDP by 2002 AD, has
not yet been translated in to reality. This
requires raising by 415% the total eighth plan
allocation for education during the nineth
plan period ! (UNDP, 1997)

Considering the annual expenditure of
the central government, it is found that
though there was a slight increase in
expenditure on education in nominal terms,
its share in total government expenditure
declined from 1.44% in 1990/91 to 1.33% in
1992/93: in subsequent years, the allocation
increased slightly to 1.38%. The low priority
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given to education is clearly evidenced by
these negligible and declining allocations. Ag
regards intra-sectoral allocation of centra]
government expenditure, the share of
general education increased mainly due to
higher allocations to elementary education
from 1992/93 onwards. In 1994 /95, its share
came to 21% of total expenditure as against
13% in 1990/91. Though this increase is
welcome, it is too small to make an impact
of attainment levels in elementary education,
Further, in the absence of substantial rise in
total allocation to education sector, this
increase in elementary education is at the ex-
pense of higher education which has already
been groaning under severe financial
constraints whereby the quality of education
is being seriously affected (Balachander,
1993)

State Government Expenditure
on Education

Since the mid-eightees, most of the states
in India have been reeling under financial
crunch. The situation has been aggravated
by the structural adjustment programmes of
the Union Government , on account of
reducing the share in central taxes, non - plan
grants and other transfers to states. The
impact of the financial crisis is reflected in
the deceleration in social sector expenditure
inall the states (Prabhu and Chatterjee, 1993).

Since social sector is mainly the domain of

the state, it is likely to become the first victim
of economic reforms.

An analysis of the percapita expenditure
on educaiton and its share in state domestic. _
product (SDP)for major Indian states durii’lg '
1985-86 to 1995-96 reveal that in the pre-.
reform and post- reform periods, Kerala has
retained the highest position and either Uttar-

Pradesh and Bihar kept the lowest positi Qri s

it



throughout the period . It also shows that
only the absolute value of expenditure in
money terms, not in real (e rms, has risen over
the period, but the expenditure as percent
of SDI has been on the decline over the
period. It is intt‘resting to find that this
decline has become more sharp since the
introduction of the reforms in 1991 There is
also a decline in the percent of percapita
educational expenditure in the post-reform
period as compared to the pre-reform
period. All the states except Kerala and West
Bengal reveal a negative change in
expenditure, a clear evidence of the
unfavourable impact of reform on the
education sector,

The negative impact of reforms on

education may be viewed from another
angle by the expenditure on education as
percent of total budget of the states. It
indicates that except for Assam and Kerala,
this is worsening in the position of other
states after 1990/91. The intrasectoral
allocation for 14 major states in the country
exhibits a significant fall in all levels of
education for all the states except Kerala and
Tamil Nadu for higher Education. Further it
is found that Higher Education is less
affected by the reforms than other levels of
education.

Effects of Expenditure
Cuts on Education

A major consequence of expenditure cuts
in education is the deterioration in the
quality of education. The quality of
education gets traded-off for quantitative
- €Xpansion. Owing to popular pressure for
educational éxpansion, more and more
schools , colleges and even universities get
started, but without adequate allocation for

dev cloping sulficient (aciliticd,
Consequently, we often find institutions
under-funded, impoverished in facilitios
being opencd in sheds and in opoen space,
Untrained and under-qualified teachers are
appointed. Short duration crash courses and
tratning programmes were preferred to long
duration courses and programmes. Thus the
resourses get very thinly spread,

A reduction in the social seclor
expenditure  particularly  education:
adversely affects the subsidies and incentive
schemes meant for the backward and
depressed section of the society. As a result,
distribution of student enrolment gets
skewed in favour of the privileged sections -
and against the backward and depressed
sections. Thus equity is sacrifized.

Expenditure cuts in education also force
the government to redefine and delimit
strategies and goals in education. For
example, the ‘adult’ for adult education
programmes was originally defined to be 15
years plus, later it was defined as 15-59 years
corresponding to working adults, it was
further reduced to 15-35 and sometimes even
to 15-25 years to correspond to the most
productive working age groups. Now when
the target adult population is so narrowly
defined, it is easier to achieve the goal and
claim that substantial progress has been
made with regard to adult literancy. A won-
derful strategy to claim success when the
failure is so gigantic ! :

Deceleration in government expenditure
of education leads to growing privatisation
of this sector. Owing to lack of resources,
even-vulgar forms of privitisation get.
government and societal approval. Though

-the self-financing institutions do provide
financial relief to the government the long

KERALA PRIVATE S E
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term economic and non-econom tc cost to the
society is huge. It leads to a dual svstem of
education - one for the haves and other for
the have-nots. The so called “Public Schools”
at school level and “Capitation Fee”
institutions at higher levels are typical
examples.

Expenditure cuts also lead to several
policy discussions about the alternative
sources of financing education. Particularly
there is vigorous demand from polic-y
makers for raising fees, atleast in higher
education. Several universities have already
made huge raises in fees. But it may not be
desirable to raise the fees indiscriminately.
Student’s capacity to pay should be taken
into account. While some students are
payving huge capitation fees and other fees,
some can’t pay even a nominal fee. Therefore
‘they need to be differentially treated by a
discriminatory system of fees and incentives
like scholarships and loans.

To conclude, the economic reforms do not
seem to favour the development of social
sector particularly education in India.
During the period of economic reforms,
government expenditure on education as
percent of gross domestic product, the share
of education in total government
expenditure and allocation to primary
education declined. Infact this was the
experience of countries in Latin America and
Sub-Saharan Africa which also went for
economic reforms. These expenditure cuts
from the part of both the central and state
government seem to adversely affect quality
of education, subsidies and incentive
schemes in education meant for the
backward and depressed classes. It also leads
to growing privatisation and development
~ of a dual system of education. These effects.
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should be expected because the reforms
normally address themselves to the
ecom_)mi.c change (ie industrial change,
technological change, newer products etc)
through liberalisation, privatisation ang
globalisation. It is high time that the policy
makers should take special initiatives to
protect the expenditure on the social sector,
ensure smooth and balanced developmen;
of all the subsectors of education so thy
economic growth through economic reformg
can be realised with a human face. This
requires a series of new reforms for the
reform itself. e
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Trading in Higher
Education: MG
University Style

the truth, the whole truth
nothing but the truth

Thomas Joseph
President, AKPCTA

Writ Petition
AKPCTA filed a writ petition before the
HONOURABLE HIGH COURT OF
KERALA (O.P.No.28403/2001) praying for
a declaration that the proposal to start Off
Campus Academic Centres by Mahatma
Gandhi University is illegal. The
Association also sought a direction from the
High Court commanding the University not
to undertake any activity of franchising or
affiliating or recognizing any course of study
or starting educational centers beyond the
territorial limits prescribed under section 4

of the Mahatma Gandhi University ACT of

1985. :
Counsel for AKPCTA Advocate Shri. M

R.Rajendran Nair submitted the following
grounds in support of the petition:

Grounds
A) The Act which creates and confers

C)

powers on the first respondm".lt(if/fc
University)stipulates a territorial limit to
the jurisdiction of the first respondent At
is not permissible for the first respondent
to exercise any of its powers beyond the
said territorial limits .The impugned
action is obviously ultra vires and has no
legal sanction.

Clause 2 of section 4 provides for
affiliation of an institution beyond the
territorial limits. The effect of the
affiliation is that the University will have
full control over the courses, service
conditions of employees etc.,of the
affiliated institution. For affiliating an
institution beyond the territorial limits a
mandatory procedure is prescribed. The
attempt by the impugned action is to
overreach the said provisions. This is
illegal ,arbitrary and unjust.

It is not within the powers of the first
respondent to grant “franchisee rights™
to an institute. The University may

("‘ KERALA FHIVATE .
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affiliate or recopmze an institution in
accordance with the statute. The attempt
made is to enable certain institutes to use
the name of the University to conduct
courses and grant diplomas [ degrees
without undergoing the procedure for
aifiliation in accordance with law.
University ,an instrumentality of State
and a sacred institution cannot resort to
such an action and do indirectly that it
cannot do directly. This is illegal and
against the constitutional mandate for
fairness and non arbitrariness in action
enshrined in article 14 of the Constitution
rof India.

D) The decision to give “off campus
academic service” is not one taken indue
process. The statutory authorities
especially the Senate and the Academic
Council have not approved the said
action. The Senate must review the
policies and programmes of the
University. The Academic Council is to
prescribe courses of study in affiliated
institutions and institutions maintained
by university. |

E) The impugned action is taken ina hasty
manner bypassing all legal procedures.
It is 'submitted that utmost secrecy and
undue haste marks the impugned action.
The lack of transparency and ugly haste
shown makes it clear that the action is
vitiated by legal malafides.

F) The attempt by impugned action tht')tigh.

- apparently to make some additional
money, is in fact, based on inarticulate
major premise of perpetuating

corruption and nepotism .The target is

~ toenable some overseas trips in the name |

of the University. It is also opening new
avenues of corruption which already

«2 Cmﬁummﬁ e
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“where as it is considered necessary 0.
“establish a new teaching and affiliating -

-Er'_na_kulam and Idukki revenue districts, -
~the Kuttanad taluk :of'Alleppey__IE\’B'HUE* |
district, and ’che'Kolzein:h_e'rr}’}1’\,’13»1.1 :

T

plague the corridors ofl"{igher ed_u;atim

in the State. It is exercise of power fo,
reasons other than for which it i3
conferred and hence is vitiated by lega)
malafides. i
At this juncture it is worthwhile to l‘Ote'
that the University has failed miserably,
to do its duties with respect fo existing
courses. Examinations are not conducteq
i, time. There are even instances where
the University has not conducted
oxaminations for the academic year2000.
2001 till date. The additional burden of
running courses even beyond the
territorial limits cannot be accepted by
the University at this stage. The purpose
of having four Universities with specific
torritorial limits in the State of Kerala i
to see that the higher education sector ig
properly managed and efficiency and 3
excellence in educational field is
maintained. It is submitted that to start
with, there was only one university in
Kerala.lt was when the workload in
higher education sector increased that
separate universities were formed for
specified territorial regions. The very
purpose of the Act is to make sure that
each university is able to concentrate in

a specified territorial area and quality of
higher education is maintained and
developed. The preamble of the Act
reads as follows; f-'

My r'-'-'- :”' -,,.\—.f\ i s e :_: et

university in the state to provide for the
urgent development of higher education
in the areas comprised in the Kottayam,




appally, Tiruvalla anc

1 Ranni taluks of the
Pathanamthitta re

i e venue distrietl of the
state™ The very purpose of the ac will
be dc\fmted if the impugned action is
permitted to proceed

H) No civilized state can have on its

agenda,commercialisation of higher
cducation. It has been held by
Honourable Supreme Court in Lo,
Unnikrishnan vs. State of Andhra Pradesh
(AIR 1993 SC 2178) “the activity of
establishing an educational institution can
neither be a trade nor business nor can it be
a  profession  within the meaning
of Article19(1) (). Trade or business normally
connotes an activity carried with a profit
motive. Education has never been commerce
in this country. Making it one is opposed to
cthos, tradition and sensibilities of the nation.
Imparting of education has never been treated
as a trade or business in this country since
times immemorial, It has been treated as o
religious duty. It has been treated as a
charitable activity but never as a trade or

- business.” - -

i) Itissubmitted that the attempt of the first
respondent is to trade in education which
cannot be permitted without damaging
the constitutional foundations. It is
unbecoming of a university to trade in
education. The seal of the University
cannot be permitted to be put on any
course without properly affiliating or
recognizing the institution running the
same , and profit making can never be
the motive of education.

J) 1f a course is permitted to be conducted
in October the proper time schedule
cannot be followed and it will result in a
truncated course and truncated time
schedule.Besides,the university will not

be able to effectively and direct ly involve
in the teaching and learning [Ji‘Q{:i_?ﬁ.S. [t
is therefore submitted that the quality of
education will seriously suffer. The
regular students deing regular courses
and students in Off Campus Centers
doing truncated courses will be awarded
the same kind of degree resulting in
unequals being treared equally. '

K) The Regulations framed for the conduct
of Post Graduate Programmes under
affiliated college and School of Distance
Education  with = effect from
2001admission prescribes semester
system, whereas ,Exhibit P5 prescribes
annual system. The School of Distance
Education is not an institution designed
for conducting programmes at distance
by starting centers there. It is a mere
name lender to achieve the ulterior
purpose of starting courses beyond the
territorial limits prescribed in the Act.

Judgment 4
Dismissing the petition, learned Judges

Srikrishna, C.J.and M . Ramachandran, ]

delivered the following: - |
1)Having heard learned counsel for the

petitioner and counsel for the respondents

,we are not satisfied that the steps taken by

the first respondent University for

establishing off campus distance learning
centers contravenes the provisions of the

Mahatma Gandhi University Act,1985 or the

statutes made thereunder.In fact Chapter 42

of the Mahatma Gandhi University

Statutes,1997specifically provides that a

center of Distance Education shall be a

départmént of the University. . :
2) We are also not impressed with the

~contention of the petitioner that section
4(2)of the Mahatma Gandhi University Act

. - VKERALA PRIVATE
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absolutely prohibits the University from
affiliating educational institutions situated
outside the territorial limits prescribed in
sub-section (1) of section 4. As long as
consent from Government and the Vice
Chancellor are obtained, even affiliation can
be granted to institutions cutside the
territorial limits.

3)The final argument is that ,if the
University is permitted to establish off
campus learning centers ,then education
would become commercialized. We have no
evidence of such commercialisation,at
present, before us. What is being attempted
is an open and transparent policy of enabling
distance learning . We do not think, that
perse is illegal or contrary to the provisions
of the Act. If and when a situation arises,
when itis demonstrably clear that there has
been commercialization of education we
are sure that the appropriate authorities,
and, if not, this court ,can take notice and
remedial action.

Subiject to these observations, the original
petition is dismissed.

Though the Petition was dismissed, the
Honourable High Courf ;sharing AKPCTA's
concern about commercialization of
education, permitted the Association to
approach the court again for remedial action
under the following contingencies:

1)When sufficient legal evidence of
commercialization of education through
Off Campus Centers is available

2)When appropriate authorities fail to
take remedial action against such commer-
cialization of education '
VC’s Vanishing Act
" An incidental comedy enacted in
connection with the Petition was the farcical

L Pl s =
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finale of the Press Conference convened by

the Vice Chancellor at 1PM on tbf-”Z_‘Sf*-" fiie
September atwhich time the hearing onith
Writ Petition was in progress in the High
Court. The occurrence of the two events 5,
the same time was a classic case of ac‘:identai -
coincidence. Insiders say that the Cfisig'-
managers in the University who got wind ¢
the hearing in the court only when it v
too late to call off the Press Conferenc,
prevailed upon the V.C todo whatonescribe
described as “the vanishing act” to save the
day. Whether it was by deliberate design o :
accident, the VC’s absence did not go down
very well with the reporters. This is how The
Hindu reported the event : i
Kottayam,Sept.25. That Mahatma Gandhi
University has the uncanny knack for getting -
into limelight for the wrong reasors, is an
old joke. Many times during the last 15 vears
or more, those on the top echelons at the
institution had refused to meet presspersons
whenever they felt that they were going to

_be at the receiving end of media glare,

However it was for the first time that the Vice
Chancellor himself ,after convening a press
conference at his new sprawling office
complex, enacted a successful vanishing act.

The issue in focus was the press
conference called by the Vice Chancellor Dr.
Cyriac Thomas,to explain the off-the-campus
academic programmes being commenged
under the aegis of the School Of Distance
Education. The press persons were asked ¢
be present by 1PM ; but when they reached
the spot the Vice Chancellor was np-whare
to be seen. Instead, it was the Pro-vVie
Chancellor who was conducting the p
conference they were told. According
Pro-Vice-Chancellor, the Vice-Chansetal
had been off to attend a funeral. _

Many believe 'ih_a% this was nothisg




an escapist act on the flimsiest of excuses.
The very commencement of off-the-campus
programmes,the new avatar of the franchisee
'programme Which had to be shelved earlier

~on account of stiff opposition from the
academic community,

generated a lot of heat.
The alleged cstentatious spending by
university authorities and alleged flaunting
of rules in some appointments have already
made every seata hot one for top authorities,

- it is believed .

UGC Steps In

Meanwhile, the UGC had sent a circular
to all Universities as early as 9th Aug.2001

Dr.Hari Gautham
Chairman,UGC
New Delhi

Sir

had already

directing them not to franchise higher
education through off-campus centres { See
Kerala Private College Teacher ;N0.167;
Oct.2001) .The directive which came in the
form of a DO letter from the Chairman ,UGC
to all Vice Chancellors did not see the light
of day till an unidentified person leaked it
to two prominent dailies which
simultaneously published the story on 4%
oct.2001. :

Taking the cue from the observation of

‘the court and UGC’s directives against

commercialization of education through Off

Campus Centers AKPCTA represented to
the UGC as follows:

Dated 5/10/2001

Sub ' Off —-Campus Academic Centres of Mahatma Gandhi University,

Ref :
Vice Chancellors

This is to bring to your kind notice the fact that Mahatma Gandhi Univ
ahead with its programme of starting Off C

the country in collaboration with private agencies in violation of U.G.C. dir

regard as per letter cited above.

Kottayam, Kerala - Violation of U.G.C. Directives regarding
U.G.C D.O. letter No F.1-52/99(CPP-2) dt 9* Aug 2001 to

ersity 1s going

ampus Academic Centers within and outside

ectives in this

The scheme of the University is to entrust the business of recruitment of students and

teachers and conduct of classes with private agencies on condition of sharing tt
in the ratio of 1:1 between the University and the Centre.
The programnie is being operated under the School (

objective of

There is no provision to ensure the .
sponsibility of the collaborating agency.

democratizing higher education by providing it at cost-effective rates to its
The fees proposed to be charged for students in this
a par with self - financing stream. A BSc student has to
. and special fee. The fee for the same course Jor vverseas students is 1200 LS dottars.

juality of teaching, which is undertaken solely under i

e fees cotlected

f Distance Education in violation of its stated
bereficiarizs,
stream in Kerala are quite exorbitant, st rates on

pay as much as Rs 30,000/« by tway of bgtron
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The ;ﬂatutnr}" bodies in the University such as the Senate and the ,‘facad ermic Coun::;_l ﬁa-ve
- not have even a full Syndicate now. The situation

niot approved the plan, The University doe : : oy S
it being exploited by the Vice-Chancellor to run the Universily according to his sweet will. -

1t is understood that the University has al ready signed
Students are expected 1o be admitted shortly, : _ : S
“The University is expanding its opera tional ficld in spite of the fact —that it haf: mm?fab}_y |
failed to ensure the quality of its academic programmes presently being held in afﬁhatec_j
colleges under its ju risdiction. The university oxarninations are not held as per schedule and
results are not published on time, :
It may be recalled that the University had atte _
the nomenclature Franchisee Educational Service and it had to abandon the project in the
face of stiff opposition from the academics. The same project is now being implemented by
giving it a new name —Off Campus Academic Programme. A COPY of the brochure of Off-
Campus Academic Centers privately circulated by the University is enclosed herewith.
j request you to kindly intervene and take adequate deterrent action to forestall the attempt
of
the University to trade in education by violating UGC norms .

mpted to start the programme earlier under

Thanking YOU
Yours faithfully

THOMAS JOSEPH
President AKPCTA

The UGC responded promptly and unequivocally. Dr.Hari Gautham, Chairman of the
UGC, himself wrote to Dr.Cyriac Thomas, VC, MG University seeking his immediate
intervention . The DO letter is reproduced below : :

(.0, No.F1-10/20019CM0 - IR

Dr. Cyriac Thomas

Vice Chancellor

Mahatma Gandhi University
Kottayam-656560

Dear Dr. Thomas :
finclosed please find herewith a representation from Prof. Thomas Joseph ,President, The
All Kerala Private College Teachers” Association, Thiruvananthapuram, addressed to the
Chairman, UGC,dated October 5, 2001, 1t is regarding Off Campus Academic Centres
through which Mahatma Gandhi University is franchising its degree education. This ,in 5
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WO with its foreign collaborators.



fact, i_s violation of UGC directives issued to all universities as per k:ommunicé-tion D.O:
No.P.'l- 52/99(CPP-11) of Aug. 9, 2001. The representation says that the earlier venture of
~ starting Franchising Education Services has now been replaced by the Off Campus Academic
Programme. Though mentioned that neither Senate nor Academic Council have approved
the plan , it has no relevance in view of the directives already issued by the UGC in this
respect .
[ shall request you to kindly examine the matter ,5end your comments if you so desire

and take necessary action to comply with the aforesaid UGC directives in this respect.
With regards

Yours sincerely

HARI GAUTAM

’ CHAIRMAN
The letter from the Chairman, UGC Despite the above, MG University
clearly implies the following: continues to maintain that the MG

1)MG University’s Off Campus Centres programme has the approval of the UGC.
are franchising agencies and therefore the = The University’s press release (Malayala
University is guilty of trading in education. ~ Manorama dt.24 /10 /2001) says that the
2)Such trading in education is against ~ UGC Chairman has privately repudiated
UGC norms and therefore steps taken by ~ what he has openly and officially stated in
‘the University in this direction should be writing! '
withdrawn. '

???
Alibi EVIDENCE???
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Economic Focus

How poor we are!

Since 1960, the world’s wealth has
increased eight times, but half of the world’s
population lives on less than $2 a day, a
quarter on less than $1 a day, one third has
no access to electricity, a fifth has no access
to clean drinking water, one sixth is illiterate,
and one in seven adults and one in five
children suffer from malnutrition. The
UNDP and UNICEF estimate that $80
billions a year for the next 10 years would
ensure basic education, adequate health care,
enough food, clean water and sanitation for
every human beings on this planet. This
amount ($80 billion) is only one fourth of the
U.S defence budget. It is only 8% of the
annual global expenditure on advertising. It
is half (50%) of the wealth of the 4 richest
persons in the world (Achin Vanaik, The

Hindu, August 18, 2001)

Mobile phone and
Instant Messaging

Instant Messaging (IM) or called Short
Messaging Servicee (SMS) is the latest
addition to cyberspace. With IM one can
have conversation, video chat and video
conferencing with people who are connected
to the internet. SMS-is a digital cellular
network feature which allows one to send
short text messages to and from mobile
phones. Instant delivery of message is
possible with SMS. One can receive SMS
message in your cell phone while talking to
others and the receiving person get the
message even if the cell phone is off. He will

DrP.S.Mohan Kumar
 Sree Sankara College, Kalady

receive the message once the device i
switched on. This system can convert your
voice into text and pop it on the screen, E-
mail providers like YAHOO and MSN are
going to enter IM bandwagon soon. -

The return of Famine

Vandana Shiva in her article ‘At the
mercy of Globalisation (The Hindu, sept, 23,
2001) argued that famine returned due to the
liberalisation. Food Corporation of India
(FCI) was set up to procure and distribute
food grains through Public Distribution
System, (Ration Shops) to people. But the
World Bank in 1991 through the so called
Structural Adjustment Programme insisted
to dismantle the Public Distribution System

in India, to reducee public expenditure and

to contain the fiscal deficit, Many states in
India were not able to detect the people
living Below the Poverty Line (BPL) to
provide wheat or rice at subsidised price.
The Government also withdraw all subsidies
given to people Above the Poverty Line
(APL) ie., those people whose income is

“above Rs.1500 per month. These people have

to pay the whole cost of procurement and
distribution of wheat and rice. Those living
Below the Poverty-Line (BPL) are also forced
to buy wheat and rice from open market
since they are getting only 10kg of wheat or
rice per family. All these lead to growing
starvation. 20 starvation deaths were
reported from Orissa, 11 deaths from
Rajasthan. 800 tribal children had died of

starvation. This happened when 50 million -
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tonnes of food grains are rotting while
people cannot afford to buy food. This
reminds us of the famines of 1942 and 1877
where lack of food entitlement caused
starvation death.. This reflects the dark side
of globalisation. The rural people’s capacity
to buy food decreased drastically due to
decrease in their income- mainly due to
decrease in farm prices of coconut, coffee,
pepper, tea, cardamom, wheat, rice etc. The
withdrawal of Government from
procurement and the withdrawal of
minimum support price to agricultural crops

led to the present plight of farmers. Thus in
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India, we are witnessing poverty in plenty.

Beware Wilful Defaulters _
The RBI has asked banks to file criminal
cases against borrowers who are wilful
defaulters. This primarily relates to cases
where borrowers are deliberately not paying
loans ie wilful default unlike other bad loans.
Which were a result of external
circumstances like famine, flood, natural
calamities, and things beyond one's control,
making it impossible for the borrower to |
generate necessary cash flows for loan
repayment. o - ' Y
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How Excercise improves

your mood

" Fitness is the new fountain of youth. Itisa
way of redeem yourself from alife of fast food,
beer and indolence and it makes you look and
feel good. People who excercise regularily
becomes physically and emotionally addicted
to excercise . Such people are more tranguil,
suffor less from tension and anxiety, and are
less vulnerable to the stress and irritation of
daily life. They are able to concentrate harder,
perform better at work and sleep more deeply
at night.

Numerous clinical studies show that
excercise improves mood and imparts a
sense of well being.Scientists are unable to
explain exactly why or how excercise does
this. So researchers feel that it could be due
to increased level of norepinephrine in the
brain. Norepinephrine is a harmone that is
necessary for the transmission of brain mes-
sages along certain nerves in the body.
People who are happy have high level of
norepinephrine in the bloodstream, while
those are depressed have low levels. It is
clearly proved that norepinephrine levels
rise with excercise. : :

Other important aspects which state the
effect of excercise in the improvement of
mood are the following:- :

#H ERALA PRIVATE
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It increases the blood supply
to the brain:- |
With more blood, brain rec?wes'more
oxygen. Senile people who are given oxygen
often think more clear
improves.

It decreases the salt

level in the brain:-

Excercise, by increasing sweat production
and diuretics by increasing urine production,
Jlower the amount of salt in the body. This
process-of lowering the levels of salt in the

brain may improve mood.

It increases deep sleep:-

Physical excercise promote deep sleep.
The amount of deep sleep you get is
proportional to the daytime energy
expenditure. People who are free of
depression and emotional problems sleep
deeply. The more you excercise, the deeper
you sleep.

It increases your feeling of
accomplishment:-

Participation in regular excercise
programme gives many people a feeling at
accomplishment  from  successfully
completing a difficult task. Any good feeling -
of yourself improves your mood. '

ly and their mood
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GOVERNMENT OF KERALA
Abstract
Higher Education Department - Strike by a Section of Government College/Private College Teachers
on 9-12-1997 - Regularisation of absence - orders issued.

e A it T

HIGHER EDUCATION (D) DEPARTMENT
G.0.(Ms) No.135/2001/H/Edn. Dated, Thiruvananthapuram, 12-10-2001.

Read: 1. Representation dated 5-1-2001 from General

Teachers’ Association.

Secretary, All Kerala Private College

2.Lr.No.Estt. D1-1853/2001/Coll.Edn. dated 2-2-2001 from the Director of Collegiate Education.
ORDER

Government are pleased to regularise the unauthori
Teachers on 9-12-_1997 by granting eligible leave othe

r than Casual Leave.

sed absence of Government College/ Private College

By order of the Governor,
N.Devaky

Deputy Secretary to Govenment.

Character Development
through Sports and Games

Sport, property conducted under good
leadership is an excellent master for building
character. Here are some qualities, which
sport can help to develop and strengthen.

Will Power :-

Only those with will power strong enough
to endure training and competition can
participate in sport, or the game of life,
successfully.

Concentration :-
The absentminded win no victories on the
field or out of it.

Endurance:-
It only needs optimism to start anything. To
finish requires endurance.

Planning:-

Success in any match depends on one’s
ability to plan ahead - to evaluate one’s
strength as well as one’s competition.

Self- confidence :-
To develop self - Confidence one must learn
to believe in oneself.

Humbleness:-

My body, my will, my intelligence, they are
gifts received. They call for humbleness on
my part

Generosity:-

To shake hands with winner, to
acknowledge his superiority, to congratulate
him unreservedly is the mark of the generous
athlete.

Fellowship:-

Participation in sports, bridges political,
social and religious boundaries which
otherwise seperate people from each other
and nation from nation.

Service:-
Readiness to perform unselfish service is a
desirable quality in every aspect of life.

Objectivity:-
Sports can teach us that we should judge
people, not by tape measures and
cronometers, but objectively, by what they
are.

The total of these qualities might be called
sportsmanship. o
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