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B.AINDIVINITY.

After Saffronisation and Talibanisation, the
new trend is towards Christianisation of the
Curriculum. The initiative comes from Mahatma
Gandhi University, which has sanctioned the
starting of “Bachelor of Divinity” course in a
new self-financing college started by “Believers
of India Trust” at Thiruvalla. Interestingly, there
is no Board of Studies or appruved syllabus for
‘Bachelor of Divinity” in Mahatma Gandhi
University. AKPCTA and the SFI have objected
to the introduction of the Divinity Course, which
negates the secular values of modern education.
Divinity has never been accorded the status of a
science in the secular educational system. Its
methodology is unscientific and irrational. In
promoting the Divinity Course, Mahatma
Gandhi University is following the footsteps of
the UGC, which had introduced Astrology and
Paurohitya as subjects at the degree lev el. Ttis
ironic that the University, which had spurned
the UGC initiative earlier, is now following the
same obscurantist path. The only difference
between UGC and MGU is that while UGC tried
to appease majoritarian communalism, the
MGU is catering to its minoritarian counterpart,
both of which are equally dangerous. AKPCTA
has pointed out that Seminaries and
Universities play different roles in a secular
democracy, which must be respected for the
survival of both systems. The Association has
appealed to Dr. Cyriac Thomas, Vice Chancellor
of the University to resist the temptation to
encroach into the territorial waters of the
Seminaries and to maintain  the secular,
scientific and rational ethos of modern
education in the MGU Curriculum.
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trend

in higher education sector

George Jacob

A new trend in the higher education sector
wherein the aided courses are being systemati-
cally converted into self-financing courses is
being viewed with apprehension by the academic
community.

Under this new development, public funds
will be utilised to pay for the staff and the infra-
structure developed through public participa-
tion will be utilised for running these courses,
but the students would have to pay an increased
level of fee, often in accordance with the one
stipulated for the self-financing stream. In other
words, the practice is slowly defeating the basic
objective of public funding of education.

The trend came to the notice when one of the
colleges affiliated to Mahatma Gandhi Univer-
sity presented a particular course as ‘unaided’
in their prospectus, but the same was listed as
‘aided’ in the University diary. In some other
cases, some of the individual managements, who
have a reserve of excess staff following pre-de-
gree delinking use them to teach students en-
rolled in the unaided courses. In another case,

‘the management has openly hiked the fee to Rs.
10,100 for an aided B.A. degree course as they
have to pay for the ‘guest lecturers’. A more bla-
tant case of abuse with official conivance came
to light the other day, when the Rajagiri College
of Social Sciences, Kalamassery, obtained a Gov-
ernment order allowing them to charge fee as
per Justice K.T. Thomas Committee stipulation,
but agreed to fulfil the responsibility of protect-
ing the employment and service conditions of
the service staff.

In all these cases, whatever be the logic being
put forward, the clear-cut boundary between the
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aided and unaided streams is getting blurred-
always to the advantage to the managements.

In addition to payment of salaries from Gov-
ernment coffers and allowing private manage-
ments to appropriate the infrastructure built at
public cost the new trend would also subvert
the reservation norms. Under aided stream, the
reservation is restricted to 20 percent. However,
under self-financing stream, the managements
enjoy a quota share of 50 percent.

It is also pointed out that the conversion
would also allow the private managements to
come out of the responsibility to admit merit stu-
dents from the common entrance tests conducted
by the University and conduct the enfrance ex-
amination of their own.

Many believe that the present trend is only a
beginning and that the institutions are out of the
affiliation net. They system of public controlled
higher educaton system is disintegrating and the
managements are only making maximum ex-
ploitative use of a situation which is still hazy,
they say. Under the emerging scenario, many of
the traditional universities have outlived their
purpose and the age of the private universities
has already dawned. It is only natural for the
private managements, which prospered so far
utilising public money, to turn over to the new
freedom and scope offered by these new genera-
tion universities.

Wiﬁle the situation suits the managements,
the interests of the teachers and students and
society as a whole have been threatened. That
may be the reason why teachers’ service organi-

sations have come out in the open agai
s h nst th
latest incident. 3 > -




Common Minimum
Programme in Education

(CMPE)

A proposal for the United Progressive Alliance
& Ministry of Human Resource Development,

Govt. of India

Bharat Jan Vigyan Jatha (BJV]):

an all-India people’s science network

A. Undoing the Damage

1. Constitute a high-powered committee
to review NCERT’s National Curriculum
Framework for School Education (2000) and
the syllabi and textbooks prepared during
2001-2004 with a view to exposing the in-
herent communal, divisive and obscurantist
ideology. The same Committee may also
look into the learning materials recently pre-
pared by the National Institute of Open
Schooling (NIOS). The Terms of Reference
of the committee should also include recom-
mendation of an action plan for preparing
new material in consonance with the secu-
lar, egalitarian and pluralistic framework of
the Constitution. The committee must sub-
mit its report within a timeframe of 3-
months. In the meantime, the following
measures may be taken, with least hardship
to the students:
B All NCERT textbooks prescribe by CBSE

until the academic year 2001-2002 should

be restored with immediate effect in the cur-
rent academic year until a new decision is
taken. This is particularly essential for all
social science books which have a history

component, and all history books.

B  Stop the reprinting and distribution
of the textbooks brought out by NCERT
during 2002-04.

It is emphasised that, given the concur-
rent status of education, the changes made
by the NCERT in the curriculum framework
and the contingent changes in the syllabi and
textbooks during the years 2000-2004 are not
valid at the national level in so far as they
were not approved by CABE, as required
by both the democratic practice evolved
since independence and India’s federal pol-
ity. All future corrective steps must, how-
ever, ensure that the autonomy and profes-
sional status of NCERT/CBSE is re-estab-
lished.

2. Restore, restructure and reconstitute
the Central Advisory Board of Education
(CABE) in order to ensure that all policy-
related educational decision-making in fu-
ture takes place in the federal spirit of the
Constitution. Move to make CABE a statu-
tory body with an appropriate composition.

3. Constitute a committee to recommend
ways of restoring and strengthening the
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Inquire into the functioning of the accrediting bodie

s like

AICTE and NCTE which have given recognition fﬂ‘ﬂﬂmﬂ'f'
ous so-called self-financing institutions mushrooming rap-
idly. More than three thousand such institutions have come
up in the last six years in the area of professional edum.ltiurfﬂ.
Most of such institutions lack basic infrastructural facilities
like laboratories and libraries and the loot the students.

professional, autonomous and secular char-
acter of the various national academic bod-
ies such as NCERT, NIEPA, UGC, NCTE,
ICSSR, ICHR, ICPR, AICTE, CBSE, NCPUL,
NIOS, Indian Instt of Advanced Studies,
Kendriya Hindi Sansthan, National Book
Trust, Indira Gandhi National Centre of
Arts, etc. Review all appointments, promo-

tions and transfers made during the past

five years in violation of rules and norms
and take corrective steps. In addition, cor-
ruption, nepotism or political /bureaucratic
intervention in some the aforementioned
statutory bodies has increased to such an
extent that they have essentially lost the ca-
pability to regulate, accredit or monitor the
academic quality of the institutions in their
respective sectors. The credibility of these
statutory bodies must be restored on a pri-
ority basis.

4. Constitute a review committee to un-
dertake a thorough review of Ministry’s
policy of providing financial support to
NGOs with a view to identifying and elimi-
nating funding of all those organizations
that promote communal, divisive and
obscurantist ideas and violate the Consti-
tution in any other manner. Also, take all
necessary steps to ensure that educational
institutions are not allowed to be misued

for dissemination of communal hatred and

prejudices. _
5. Constitute a committee to review the

86th Amendment to the Constitution with
a view to eliminating the following four ma-
jor flaws: (a) excluding almost 17 crore chil- -
dren up to six years of age from the provi-
sion of Fundamental Right to free early
childhood care and pre-school children; (b)
restricting the Fundamental Right of even
the 6-14 year age group by mtmdumng‘the
phrase ‘as the State may, by law, determine’
in Article 21A; (c)shifting the Constitutional
obligation towards free and compulsory
education from the State to the parents/
guardians by making it their Fundamental
Duty under Article 51A(k) to ‘provide op-
portunities for education’ to their children
in the 6-14 age group; and (d) reducing, as
per the Financial Memorandum to the
amendmen Bill, the State’s financial commit-
ment for concretizing the Fundamental Right
by almost 30% of what was estimated by
the Tapas Majumbar Committee (1999) for
provision of elementary education through
regular formal schools. The aforesaid flaws,
now part of the amended Constitution, have
since provided the basis for misconceiving
thet?aréfl IS:)hika}]l:a Abhiyan and, more re-
cently, the Draft Fre

catioﬁ Bill. e and Compulsory Edu-

Take measures to place a fresh Bill i

Parliament to modifypthe amendmeilt ]ill-l'ufahlf
der to accord education the genuine status
f}f Fun_damgntal Right, without compromis-
ing with either the market forces or the
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Structural Adjustment Programme imposed
on Indian economy by IMF-World Bank.
6. Withdraw the Draft Free and Compul-
sory Education Bill (dated 8 January 2004)
which was designed by the previous Gov-
ernment to (a) legitimize low quality edu-
cational streams for under-privileged sec-
tions of society; (b) provide legitimate space
at various administrative and academic lev-
els for extra-constitutional authorities (in-
cluding communal bodies such as the San gh
Parivar organizations) to introduce their
ideological agenda in school education while
keeping them outside the purview of the
Constitutional framework; (c) negate the
principles of the 73rd and 74th Constitu-
tional Amendments; (d) promote privatiza-
tion and ‘corporatisation’ of school educa-
tion; (e) franchise parts of whole of Districts
to corporate of religious bodies for running
the elementary education system; (f) shift
the Constitutional obligation of the State to
support elementary education to the par-
ents and the local communities; (g) promote
‘special schools’ for the disabled children at
the cost of the inclusive education; and (h)
introduce a range of other distortions in the
elementary education system. Take concrete
measures to draft a fresh Bill.

7. Restore and guarantee the autonomy
of all institutions of higher and professional
education including Universities, IITs and
IIMs and make provisions such that no eli-
gible student from the underprivileged sec-
tions of society is denied access or opportu-
nity to complete a course due to her /his eco-
nomic, socio-cultural or linguistic back-
ground. \

8. Withdraw the proposed UGC’s Model
Act for Universities (MAU) aimed at enforc-
ing uniformity without regard to the his-
torical character and evolution of the insti-
tutions of higher education. In principle, the
MAU (a) imposes bureaucratic controls over
academic institutions (UGC to set and moni-
tor standards and quality of education); and

(b) substitutes academic goals and self-criti-
cal autonomy with commercial targets and
corporate structures of hierarchy.

9. Constitute a committee to identify
and/or review all courses in higher educa-
tion, such as the recently introduced courses
in higher education, such as the recently in-
troduced courses in Jyotirvigyan and
Pourohitya, that violate Article 51A(h) of the
Constitution by promoting unscientific
thinking, ritualism and retrogressive socio-
cultural practices. Take concrete measures
to eliminate such courses from higher edu-
cation forthwith.

10. Wind up with immediate effect sev-
eral committees and task forces (such as the
Anand Sarup Task Force) constituted by the
previous Government to promote and legiti-
mize its communal ideology and pro-mar-

' ket ﬁenda in education.
B.

ew Initiatives

1. Make a commitment to provide ad-
equate funds for fulfilling the cumulative
gap built up since the Education Commis-
sion’s recommendations in 1964-66 within a
ten-year timeframe. In the case of elemen-
tary education, it was to fulfill this cumula-
tive gap that the Tapas Majumdar Commit-
tee (1999) recommended an additional in-
vestment of Rs 13,700 crores per year for
the next ten years which amounts to about
0.6% of the current level of GDP (ie merely
60 paise out of every Rs 100 of GDP). This
investment will be required for bringing all
out-of-school children to the formal school
system, rather than the low-quality parallel
streams. The CMP is so far silent on this is-
sue. It must commit this level of additional
investment in order to achieve the elusive
goal of Universalisation of Elementary Edu-
cation (UEE) within a specified timeframe.

2. In addition to fulfilling the aforesaid
cumulative gap, the public spending in edu-
cation should be raised step-wise to reach
the level of 6% of GDP within the next five
years, at least half of which should be on
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lemementary education as has been the long-
standing policy commitment (in 1998-99,
48.7% of the total expenditure was on el-
ementary sector alone). The CMP’s pledge
to spend at least half of the total expendi-
ture on ‘primary and secondary sectors’ is
based on some misconception (hopefully in-
advertent) as this implies a reduction in pri-
ority given to both elementary and second-
ary sectors (in 1998-99, 78.7% of the total
expenditure was on elementary and second-
ary sectors taken together).

3. Constitute a committee to review Sarva
Shisha Abhiyan (SSA) with a view to elimi-
nating its anti-poor, anti-child and anti-edu-
cation features such as the low-quality par-
allel educational streams (eg EGS, alterna-
tive schools, back-to-school camps), multi-
grade teaching and para-teachers instituted
by it for the deprived sections of society.
Instead, the basic objective of SSA shouid
be to evolve an effectively functioning Com-
mon School System for all children, irrespec-
tive of their class, caste, creed, location, cul-
tural or linguistic backgrounds,

4. Commit to a ten-year timeframe for
. developing a Common School System up to
the high school stage through the concept
of neighbourhood schools. The aim of the
Common School System (inclusive of pri-
vately managed, aided or unaided schools)
should be to ensure education of equitable
quality to all children in a pluralistic frame-
work. The Common School System is a policy
imperative under the National Policy on
Education-1986 (as modified in 1992) and re-
quires a commitment in the CMP. The si-
lence of CMP on the policy of low-quality
parallel streams must also be broken.

The single most critical factor for the fea-
sibility and success of the Common School
System is an unambiguous commitment to
the implementation of the three-language
formula (as modified by the Education Com-
mission, 1964-66 and accepted in the 1986
national education .policy). The
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sound principlé of mother
dium of learning at least
ge must be pursued

pedagogically
tongue as the me
at the early primary sta

'without deviation (as also required for the

‘linguistic minority groups’ under Article
SSngﬂs. of the Conatt}i,tutioﬂ}f while ensuring
facilities for switching to t't'{e state language
(wherever mother tongue is different from
the state language) as the medium of learn-
ing at later stages as also for learning Eng-
lish as a language at an appropriate stage.
This should be established as the founda-
tion for building up the Common School
System upto at least the high school stage
in all schools, irrespective of the type of
management or source of funds.

5. Replace the present policy of mere
regulation of child lab,:n_u- with an unam-
biguous policy for abolition of child lflhﬂur
and amend all relevant laws accordingly.
Also, design effective programmes in regu-
lar full-time formal schools and not in half-
hearted non-formal evening centres or
EGS/alternative schools that accommodate
and legitimize child labour.

All programmes for ensuring school edu-
cation for child labour should be shifted
from the Ministry of Labour to the Depart-
ment of Elementary Education in MHRD.

6. Take such measures that will prohibit
CBSE/ICSE from affiliating high fee-charg-
ing private schools, thereby discouraging
privatization of the school system at the cost
of public education system.

7. All SCs, STs and OBCs, with special
emphasis on girls in each of these sections,
must be guaranteed education of equitable
quality at least up to the 10+2 stage in or-
der to enable them to benefit from the res-
ervation schemes. The CMP’s laudable com-
mifment to affirmative action, including res-
Et_'vatlonf can not be fulfilled unless it is com-
bme:d with a guarantee of education of the
equitable quality up to the 1042 stage.

. 8. The national policy must be modified
in order to ensure that the children of the




cultural and linguistic minorities and the
disabled children feel welcome in the main-
stream school system. For this purpose, the
curriculum, teaching-learning process, school
ethos, evaluation process, infrastructural
support and financial norms must be
changed to make education genuinely inclu-
sively in accordance with UNESCO’s Sala-
manca Statement (1994).

9. Include Early Childhood Care and Pre-
primary Education for all children up to six
years of age and shift this sector from the
Department of Women & Child Develop-
ment to the Department concerned with el-
ementary education. In this respect, CMP’s
promise to universalize ICDS is a welcome,
though admittedly only a partial measure,
as the ICDS is itself an incomplete and
flawed scheme.

10. Resolve to eliminate social, cultural,

linguistic and gender discrimination from all «

aspects of the school system, including the
curriculum. The CMP makes no such com-
mitment.

11. Special programmes will need to be
designed and pursued vigorously in order
to bring muslim children, particularly the
muslim girls, in the mainstream school sys-
tem by fulfilling the deficiency in the number
of schools in the muslim-majority habitations
and regions, ensuring a culturally sensitive
school environment and creating conditions
for successful completion of schooling. Sarva
Shiksha Abhiyan needs to be re-designed to
meet this requirement.

12. Review, restore and strengthen the
women empowerment component of the
Mahila Samakhya programme, as originally
conceived in the Programme of Action, 1986
(as modified in 1992), so that women can
assert themselves collectively to move to-
wards gender equality, with consequent
improvement in the participation of the girl
child in education and creation of conditions
" tonducive for the completion of their school-
ing. The issue of women'’s education must

not be reduced to mere enrolment rations
and drop-out rates to mechanically fulfill the
statistical parameters set by UNESCO/
World Bank under the Dakar Framework
of Action for Education for All (2000).

The Mahila Samakhya programme must
be universalized in all Development Blocks.

13. Restore the status and the working
conditions of the teachers and eliminate the
para-teacher scheme. Make the teacher ac-
countable for her/his tasks in partnership
with the parents and the community.

14. Phase out all externally funded pro-
grammes in elementary education within
three years and resolve to eliminate irrel-
evant educational schemes and reprioritize
the national economy to support elementary
education. In this respect, the proposed cess
on Central taxes to finance universalisation
of elementary education, as stated in the
CMP, is a most welcome measure, though
several more innovative measures will be
needed in this direction. The minimum ob-
jective of the proposed cess should be to
eliminate external funding of Sarva Shiksha
Abhiyan within three years and to fulfill the
cumulative gap as referred to in Section B.1
above within the next ten years.

15. Make higher and professional educa-
tion accessible to all eligible students from
the deprived sections of society and create
conditions for successful completion of their
courses. Regulate privatization and commer-
cialization of higher education.

16. Take measures to discourage and/or
regulate the entry of the global market
forces into the Indian education system that
tend to make education a commodity and,
therefore, a source of distortion of knowl-
edge and disparity in our society. In this
respect, review the entry of foreign univer-
sities and institutions which are entering in
a big way into India. They are fleecing the
students and in many cases the degrees/di-
plomas given by such universities are not
recognised even in the countries of their

i mux
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origin.

17. Review all aspects of India’s relation-
ship with GATS on a priority basis and do
not make initial offers under GATS. The
GATS is an instrument by which education
is treated as a ‘service’ like commodity
which can be sold and purchased in the in-
ternational market, The GATS binds the gov-
ernments and penal action is taken if changes
are made in the terms and conditions on a
later date to suit the national requirements.
Under GATS, the state-funded universities
and colleges would suffer severely and
higher education would become out of reach
for the common people, including even the
middle and lower middle classes.

18. The phenomenon of viewing educa-
tion as a commodity and its impact on the
very notion and purpose of knowledge
needs to be investigated by a high-powered
committee. We are concerned about the rap-
idly emerging hierarchy both among and
within the Universities viz, those which
sponsor market-oriented branches of
knowledge (eg information technology and
biotechnology) to become cash surplus and
those which continue to emphasise basic sci-
ences, humanities and social sciences to be-
come cash deficit. Unless this trend of dis-
tortion and dilution of knowledge is
checked, India’s survival as a nation is en-
dangered.

19. Take suitable steps to increase the en-
rolment of girl students in higher.and pro-
fessional education, which is almost static
around 35-36% for the last several years.

20. Inquire into the functioning of the ac-
crediting bodies like AICTE and NCTE
which have given recognition to numerous
so-called self-financing institutions mush-
rooming rapidly. More than three thousand
such institutions have come up in the last
six years in the area of professional educa-
tion. Most of such institutions lack basic
infrastructural facilities like laboratories and
libraries and the loot the students.
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21. Withdraw the Private Universities Bill
introduced in the Rajya Sabha in 199.5. Re-
view recognition given to private universi-
ties and private deemed universities whlch.
have come up in recent years for profit-mak-
ing. Take action against unrecognised uni-
versities.

22. Re-structure, re-constitute and duly
empower the National Elementary Educa-
tion Mission (NEEM) as promised by the
National Policy on Education-1986 (as modi-
fied in 1992).

23, Expand the scope of the proposed Na-
tional Commission on Education to include
recommending policy changes and effecting
improvements in the design of the ground-
level programmes in consonance with the
Constitution, rather than limiting its scope
to merely allocate resources and monitor
programmes’ as stated in the CMP. Unless
this is done, the proposed Commission will
soon find itself in a trap due to the prevail-
ing flawed policies and misconceived design
of schemes and programmes.

24. We urge upon the UPA Government
at the Centre to deliberate with a sense of
purpose and urgency on the possibility of
constituting, four decades after Education
Commission (1964-66), a full-fledged Na-
tional Commission on Education to look into
all aspects of education as a whole in order
to be able to comprehensively respond to
the rising aspirations of the vast majority of
the Indian people in the context of the chang-
ing global economic order and geo-political
relationships.

Prof. Yash Pal, Chairperson, Bharat Jan Vigyan
Jatha (B]V]), Formerly Chairperson, UGC

Prof. Abu Baker, Vice-President, Bharat Jan
Vigyan Jatha (BJV]). &Formerly Dean, Faculty of
Education, Jamia Millia Islamia. :

Ms. Primia Loomba, Vice-President, BJV], & Vice-
President, National Federation of Indian Women
(NFIW)

Prof. Anil Sadgopal, Vice-President, BJV], & Pro-
fessor of Education, University of Delhi




PUBLIC INVESTMENT
AND PRIVATE PROFITEERING:
M.B.A. RAJAGIRI STYLE

Government of Kerala

Abstract

EDUCATION - TECHNICAL - EXISTING BATCH OF M.B.A IN THE RAJAGIRI COLLEGE OF
SOCIAL SCIENCES, KALAMASSERY, ERNAKULAM CONVERTED INTO SELF FINANCING
COURSES - SANCTIONED - ORDERS ISSUED.

HIGHER EDUCATION (J) DEPARTMENT
G.O. (MS) No. 6/2004 /H.Edn. Thiruvananthapuram, Dated 19-1-2004.

Read: 1) Lr. No. 12004/B3/95/H.Edn. dated 29-9-1995
2) Lr. No. F.431 /KE-04/WCP/APR (11) 96 dated, 28-11-96 from the Director, AICTE, New Delhi.
3) Letters dated , 2-12-2202, 9-10-2003 and 15-1-2003 from the Principal, Rajagiri College of Social

Sciences, Kalamasser}r Ernakulam.
4) Government letter No. 33251 /]2,/2003/H/Edn. Dated, 31-12-2003 to the member secretary, AICTE

New Delhi
ORDER

The No Objection Certificate of the State Government for starting an additional batch of MBA on self
financing basis has been issued to the All India Council for Technical Education in respect of the
Rajagiri College of Social Sciences, Kalamassery, Ernakulam vide Government letter reas fourth
above.

Regarding the existing batch of MBA Government are pleased to order that the existing aided batch
of MBA in the Rajagiri College of Social Sciences will be converted as self financing course subject to

the following conditions.

i) The fee structure for the existing course will be fixed by the justice
K.T Thomas Committee.
ii) The employment and service conditions of the existing staff will be protected on
the condition that the institution shall not appoint any additional staff under the

-aided MBA Programme.

(By Order of the Governor)
K. Mohandas
Principal Secretary:.
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For the first time in Kerala, an aided
course in an aided college has been
converted into a ‘self-financing’ course,
The management has been permitted to
levy fees applicable to self-financing
courses. But the Government will
continue to pay the teachers appointed
under the aided stream, who will now be
engaging classes for the ‘self-financing’
course, This novel arrangement for public-
private partnership in professional
education by which Government will meet
the pay bill of the teachers and the

management appropriate the fees paid by
the students has come Into existence in
Rajagiri College of Social ?rclendcebs,
Kalamassery. Order has been issued by
Principal Secretary, Higher Ed}u.:ntn:;n
permitting the college authorities to
convert an aided MBA Course into the
self-financing mode, which opens a new
chapter in the Antony (}_nvernment_s
controversial moves for disinvestmentin
higher education.AKPCTA has petitioned
to the Chancellor against this ,the text of

which is given below.

Representation by the All Kerala Private College Teachers’ Associaﬁ.op
(AKPCTA) On the conversion of an aided MBA Course in the Rajagir
College of SocialSciences Into a Self-Financing Course

Before His Excellency, the Chancellor of Mahatma Gandhi University

-

1. As per G.O(MS)No.6/2004/H.Edn.dated19-1-2004,a copy of which is enclosed
herewith, an existing aided batch of MBA in the Rajagiri College of Social Sciences,
Kalamassery, Kochi has been converted into a self-financing course subject to the

following conditions.

(a). The Justice KT Thomas Committee will fix the fee

structure for the existing course.

(b). The employment and service conditions of the existing staff will be protected on
the condition that the institution shall not appoint any additional staff under the

aided MBA Programme.

2. Following are the implications of the above;

a) The Government will bear

the lion’s share of the expenses for running the course,

while the management could appropriate for itself the fees at enhanced rates

applicable to self-financing courses. Hither to the
permitting aided colleges to utilize infrastructure b
financing courses on commercial lines. The pres
dimension to the existing unjust scenario. The G
the salary of the teachers who, though originall
course, would now be teaching a self-financing

Government has only been
uilt at public cost to run self-
ent case has added a new
overnment will also be paying
Y appointed to teach an aided
course. This is clearly a case of

gross misuse of public funds for generating private profit,

b) The MBA programme

- B COLLEGE TEACHER-hly 2004

is available in the aided stream only in two
colleges under the Mahatma Gandhi University, one of which has

affiliated
now been




converted into the self-financing mode. Though the Government continues to
fund the programme by meeting the salary expenses of existing teachers, the
purpose of public investment is defeated, as admission is made as per norms
ﬂFFf]lCﬂb}E to self-financing courses. Students were till now admitted on ~the
I‘JHEIS of entrance examination conducted by the University. Now the management
is planning to hold its own entrance examination on the 4th of July. As per existing
rules, the management quota is restricted to 20% of the total seats. This will now
be enhanced to 50%. All students, including SC/ST students admitted from this
year onwards will have to pay fees at enhanced rates. Both equity and
excellence will suffer. The Assurance given by the United Progressive Alliance
(UPA) Government in the Common Minimum Programme (CMP) on both counts
will be defeated.
The Governmgnt took the decision to convert an existing aided course into self-
fmancing course in violation of the provisions in the University Act dealing with
affiliation of colleges and rules applicable to aided courses in aided colleges. The
opinion of the University was neither sought nor given before taking the decision.
The autonomy of the University has been eroded in the process.
d) The Mahatma Gandhi University authorities have not so far responded to the
decision of the Government, though a copy of the G.O. dated 19-1-2004 was sent
to the University by the Government. It appears that the University is guilty of a
conspiracy of silence. It has clearly failed in asserting its autonomy and upholding
the interests of the students.
e) Under the circumstances, it is clear the college management will hold the entrance
test.as announced on 4-7-2004. It will admit a fresh batch of students and hold
- them to ransom to strike a deal with the University.
f) - In case the management is allowed to act on the basis of the G.O,, it could set a
~ bad precedent and mark the beginning of the disintegration of the unique public-
funded and public-controlled system of higher education prevailing in the state.
This would have serious adverse consequences on the future of higher education
in the state. '
We appeal to you to appreciate the seriousness and urgency of the situation and to intervene
immediately to set matters right. We request you to issue necessary directions to stay the
process of admission scheduled to start with the entrance examination to be held on 4-7-
2004, pending final decision after due consideration of all the relevant issues by your
Excellency. We appeal to you to quash the G.O. and to retain the MBA course in the aided
stream itself, thereby serving the interests of the teachers, students and the general public
in the matter. We also request your Excellency to give the petitioners an opportunity for

hearing before a final decision is taken in the matter.

‘Thomas Joseph bt : A.Prathapachandran Nair
President ' | B General Secretay
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Reading in

A thought on the dehumanization
of contemporary education

In 1925 Ortegay Gasset, Spanish philoso-
pher, wrote The Dehumanisation of Art in
which he promulgated principles of a pure
depersonalized art. After a long period we
now stand in a era of dehumanization of edu-
cation. Education, as a whole, is more con-
structive and life oriented than art. There-
fore, the dehumanization in the field of edu-
cation causes a terrific situation in terms of
human existence. Education can be thought
of as the transmission of the values and ac-
cumulated knowledge of a society. In this
sense, it is equivalent to what social scien-
tists term socialization or enculturation. In
the process of socialization one can assimi-
late the eternal values emerged in human
race from the very beginning to the present
time. The best way to do this is the study of
language and literature. That is why in an-
cient days our forefathers gave enough time
to the study of linguistic and literary works.
Language as a system of symbols abstracted
from experience, provides an important ve-
hicle for thinking. Literature is the expres-
sion-of human imagination and feelings in
an aesthetic form. Both of them help human-
ity to become more and more human by
knowing and expressing themselves.

Information vs Knowledge.
The 1990's have been aptly called as a dec-

P.R. Harikumar
Sree Sankara College Kalady.

ade of information technology. The arrival

" of computers and the Internet has revolu-

tionized the learning process. The Internet
and other web based services have given
much more advancement in our search for
worldly information. In this period, knowl-
edge awareness or familiarity gained by ex-

perience of a fact or situation has lost its

philosophical content and it became just in-

' formation- facts provided about something.

Hence we have a misconception about what
we have to know. The new generation
thinks that there is no more knowledge to
search in and every secret of earthly life is
in our hands. The present system of educa-
tion is creating such a bad impression in the
student’s mind. With this notion no one can

realize the true spirit of education and un-
cover the realities in life.

Rejection of History.

- Real knowledge comes to man with a
sense of history. Sense of history means lu-
cid understanding about the past events con-
cerned in the development of human culture,
it helps orie to place an object or idea in its
right position. In the absence of such a con-
sciousness nobody can properly assess the
past and the present without the same we
cannot even dream about the future. Moreo-
ver, as a result of this absence, a culture of
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silence may develop in the society, So this
kind awareness is a must for any student of
and faculty. But in the new system of edu-
cation we give importance to fechnical skills
only. The student now and then gets the les-
sons as printed /downloadable notes with
no sense of history. As a consequence, he
stands in a vacum and sees everything in an
absolute from. Nothing exists in the world
in isolation. So we have to educate the stu-
dent to think about one thing in relation to
the other. Education, when it is fruitful,
must impart a sense of history to the learner
and help him to see the world in total.

Negation of Native Language
For every community, life is closely con:
Pfected with the development of their na-
tive language. Through the study of the lan-
guage we can clearly understand the subtle
growth of their history and culture. Unfor-
tunately, the new education system does not
give any importance to regional languages.
As a global langauage we give much more
importance to English. Even now the state
considers English as our first language and
automatically the native language-
Malayalam - comes to a second position,
This not a situation that helps us to be proud
of our culture. When we foreget our native
language we lose our ability for subtle com-
prehension of the world. Now the regional
languages likes Malayalam, Tamil and
Kannada have a good time to flourish ever
than before, thanks to the benefits of infor-
mation revolution. Anyone who is sitting in
any part of the world can read the news of
his hometown and write letters to his
mother in his mother tongue. More over,
all kinds of web based services are avail-
able in our own language. Without any hesi-
tation we have to utilize the possibilities
available in the age of technology for a pros-
perous growth of our language. Yet our
education system has not given enough
space to native language in its syllabus and

currculum. That is why our youth does not
know how to use his mother tongue more
emotively and effectively.

Absence of Teachers

Due to the changes in the field of com-
munication, distance learning and online
courses became the popular style of instruc-
tion. In these systems we cannot see the
presence of a real teacher who has an indi-
vidual attention in students and a strong
role in creating a value based social out-
look in the pupil. Here we have to recog-
nize the possibilties of lecture method. Even
though It is traditional, the lecture method
has its own role regarding the humaniza-
tion of education. Instructors/tutors are the
leaders in these programms. Some kind of
coaching is going on in these schools of dis-
tance clearning. Coaching and teaching are
entirely different. That is why in these ef-
forts the learner does not get a chance for
personality development and moral im-
provement. The student now and again gets
their materials as printed/ downlodable
notes. Teleconferencing and Net meeting
are the expected ways to interact with the
teacher. We can simply guess the limitations
of the same. In this sense, education be-
comes more mechanical. It is considered
as a non merit good that can be bought from
any corner of the world.

No Space for Imagination
Nowadays there is a tendency, both in
western and eastern universities, to avoid
famous literary figures and their contribu-
tions from the syllabi. For example, some
of the universities in England have recently
decided to throw out Chaucer, Shakespeare
and Marlowe from the degree classes. Like-
wise, in Indian universities the space given
to Kalidasa, Tagore, Ezhuththachan has
gradually become insignificant. As Shell
properly put it, ‘poets are the unacknowf:
edged legislators of mankind’. They give
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form to human values by which we create
life beautiful and widen the horizon of im-
agination through which we live differently.
When we simply forget their contributions,
we may lose our mental ability to see the
truth and beauty of human life. Besides, we
are also losing the emotional content both
in the classroom and in the society. Even
through it has some limitations, the tradi-
tional courses, especially in the humanities,
have a human nature in its content and form.

It will help us, to some extent , to humanize
our education.

Reading without Response

As a consequence of the misreading of hu-
man knowledge the present generation goes
far away from the habit of fruitful reading.
They have lost faith in reading Dostoevsky
or Tolstoy for true feeling of realization.
They read only what give them a job or some
sort of erotic pleasure. They have no time
for extra reading that helps human mind to
grow beyond time and space and achieve
something near to a shining star. As a result
of the situation that gives all information
about the world in a click, they are also los-
ing their memory. Loss of memory leads to
lack of imagination. Absence of imagination
directs them to a void where there is no hu-
man emotion. Such persons cannot identify
with the inner meaning of strange and un-
natural human situations revealed in work
of art and appreciate the aesthetic quality of
the same.

In short, in the name of new technologi-

* cal advancement we should not deny possi-

ble human qualities to the present genera-
tion. If they are going to read human his-
tory and culture in Zero Degree as part of
their education, the future of human race will
be so unpleasent. The objective of each and
every lesson we learn/ teach will be gone
skeptical. Our immediate aim is to help the
student community to regain the vital quali-
ties, which, in one way or other, help them
to make the world more human.
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Economic Focus

Migmtion & Sex Ratio

- The sex ratio (number of females per 1000
males) stayed low in north Indian states as
per the 2001 census data. Demographers ana-
lyse it as fertility decline and son preference
‘Leading to missing women’. There is a
strong dis-preference for women in many
northern states. By then women are socially
constructed as inferior, less valuable sex and
are often projected as burden on the fzimil}n
Son’s are considered valuable for various
reasons viz. support to parents in old age,
continuing the lineage, inheriting property
etc.The recent technolog is focilitating ‘son
preference’ leading to the elimination of girl
children before birth. The sex ratio in
Hariyana &Punjab is 800 which imply that
there are only 4 women available for every
5 men. This means that one of every 5 men
will not have a local girl to marry. In future
men are likely to resort to capusing and ab-
ducting women for marriage or like Kore-
ans one has to import girls from neighbour-
ing states, or we have to return to polyan-
dry with one women being shared among

' several brothers. There is an unusual short-
‘age of mariageble girls in the north. Men

fron UP , Hariyana, Punjab and Rajasthan
are marrying women from West Bengal,
Assam, Bihar, A.P and Tamil Nadu. These
unusal marriages are due to adverse sex ra-
tio, poverty and desire to parents to escape
dowry. Brides are mainly from states hav-

-~

Dr.P.S Mohanakumar
5.5. College, Kalady

ing higher sex ratio while receiving states
are those having lower sex ratio. The sex
ratio as per 2001 census are given below.

Higher Low

Sex Ratio States Sex Ratio States
Assam 932 | | Hariyana 861
W. Bengal 934 | | Punjab 874
A.P. 978 | | U.P. 898
Tamil Nadu 986 | | Rajasthan = 922

" (EPW June 19-25, 2004)

Clearing

Corporation
of India (CCIL)

The Clearing Corporation of India has
emerged as a pivotal institution for the dis-
semination of trade information relating to
money, government securities and foreign
exchange markets. The Negotiated Dealing
System (NDS) which became operational in
February 2002, has become mandatory for
market players for reporting on its screen
not only deals in government secrities but
also call and notice money market deeds,
complete information is available in the NDS,
CCIL facilities clearing and offers garantee
on settlement of trades, though RBI contin-
ues to have a responsibilities of ensuring a
fool proof insitutional arrangements. Most

NERALA PRIVATE
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of the government security transactions are
now guaranteed by the CCIL. CCIL has re-
cently launched and innovative money mar-
ket instrument combining the characteristics
of both money and repo transactions. CCIL
will also relase week by week sets of data

of government securities and forex transac-
tions. - ' {0

Commom
Minimum
Programme

Th UPA, Government supported by left par-
ties will have six basic principles for gov-
ernance.

1. To preserve, protect and promote social

harmony

2. To ensure that the eonomy grows at least
7-8% per year in a sustained manner over
a decade in manner that generating em-
ployment .

3. To enhance the welfare and well - being
of farmers, farm labour and workers.

4. To fully empower women politically edu-
cating, economically and legally.

5. To provide for full equality of
opportunithy particularly in education
and employment of SC,ST, OBC and re-
ligious minorities.

6. To unleash the creative energies of our
enterprises, businessman, scientist, engi-
neers and all othedr professionals and
productive forces of society.

Long Live
E.K. Nayanar

“Long live E.K. Natanar”

This mantra is being muttererd

By milliions of your comrades.

We are in a trance

Since you bade us “Good bye”.

It is impossible to believe

That our dearest C.M. is,no more.
How millions loved you

Could be clearly seen

When you had your ‘final journey”.
No rain could stop them;

No sleep could retreat them;

Thus mourning with the Nature,
Your people swarmed round your body,
Bidding “Lal Salaam, Lal Salaam".
You were a true Communist;

A Communist in all aspects;

An epitome of Socialism.

Yet did give due respect

To others who differed from you.
How memorable are your speeches!
Deep sounding like a bassoon,
It stirred and the public cheered.

C8LBEE TEACHER-Jy 2004

Prof. K.V. Dominic,
Newman College, Thodupuzha

Was it mere rhetoric

That enchanted your audience?

Nay, the words came from your heart;
And you meant what you spoke.

The public never doubted

Even a word you uttered

Such was your charisma,

~Which reminds us of Gandhi.

You were truly a patriot,

Who had no foes but friends.

The tears of the poor.

The miseries of the wretched,

The suffereings of the downtrodden,
Pricked your heart often.

. Asachampion of the proletariat
You truly followed AKG and EMS.
But what makes you different

Is your genuine sense of humour,
Which very few Socialists possess.
Though we missed you on this planet,
Still wer gaze you in the sky.

You are our polestar,

Who saves us from the Darkness.
And we do firmly believe
That you will continue to guide us
To a Socialist nation tomorrow.
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%& The All kerala Private College Teachers’ Association

The Principal Secretary Dated 22-6-2004
Finance Department

Government of Kerala

Thiruvananthapuram

Sir )
Ref: 1. GO (P) No.279/2004/Fin Dated 16/6/2004
2. GO (P) No. 56/2002 /Fin. Dated 16/01 /2002

. 3. GO (P) No. 328/2003/Fin. Dated 19/6/2003

As per Ret. (1) above, Government have restored the benefit of surrender of earned leave for 20 days
in a financial year, which was discontinued as per Ref. (2) above and partially restored as per Ref.
(3) above. We understand that the restoration of the benefit is intended to be applicable to all
emplovees and teachers who were denied the benefit as per order under ref.(2) . However, the
intention of the Government is not clearly reflected in the wording of the order, which only identifies

Government employees as the beneficiaries. The ambiguity in the wording could lead to denial of
benefits to teachers and other employees . '

Hence we request that the above order be revised by specifically listing all categories of employees

and teachers, including private college teachers, as is u:-:.ually done while issuing orders re

vising
Dearness Allowance, payment of arrears etc.

Yours faithfully :

A.Prathapachandran Nair
General Secretary, AKPCTA

COT1ECE TEACHER-Iuly 2004
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UNIVERSITY OF KERALA

Academic B Sn/2004.

CIRCULAR
Subs illegal Collection of fees by Colleges- Degree/ P.G. admission- reg-

The University has received a complaint that several Colleges are collecting
amounts other than those prescribed by the University/ State Government , from

students seeking admission to the Degree/ P.G. Courses.

Hence, the Principals of affiliated Colleges are directed not to collect any amount
other than the fee prescribed by the University/ Government from students seeking

admission to the courses.

Deputy Registrar (Acad.Il)
For Registrar
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CSIR- UGC

JRF/ LECTURESHIP

| Success oriented coaching is going on
in our institute in the disciplines.

| = PHYSICAL SCIENCE 5l

| s CHEMICAL SCIENCE "
s LIFE SCIENCE

s MATHEMATICS

s STATISTICS

Classes handled by a team of experts, headed by

PHYSICS - Dr. G. Arul Das (Formerly Professor

& Head of Physics & Dean, Faculty
] of Science, University of Kerala)

MATHEMATICS - Prof. Joshua Devaraj. E (Formerly
Christian College, Marthandam )

BOTANY - Dr. P. Sreedevi ( Hon. Director of
Research, Dept. of Botany, M.G College, Tvpm)

New batches for December 2004 Examination started

|

COMPETITION SLOG CENTRE

Gandhari Amman Coil Junction, Pulimoodu,
Thirnvananthapuram-1, Ph: 2320679
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