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Career - oriented ‘add-on courses’

at first degree level in
universities and colleges

Dr. Raj an Vargh ese Convenor, Academic Committee, AKPCTA

1. The UGC Scheme: The UGC has

decided to reorient and reshape its policies and
programmes in the context of globalization of
education and economy. It is urged that
professionally qualified graduates will have
more openings in service industry and self-
employment sectors. For this during the Xth FYP
UGC has unfolded a scheme to encourage
incorporation of skill oriented and value added
add-on courses in colleges / universities to be
opted by students as a parallel sub-discipline
while pursuing degree level education.

Vocationalisation at the Degree level
by the The genesis of vocationalisation at

the undergraduate level can be traced to the UGC
initiative during VII1 FYP period. The scheme -
UGC aided vocational courses - continued lill
the end of the IX FYP. A total grant of more than
Rs. 200 cr. during the entire period (1994 -2003)
was distributed among 2124 colleges and 30

Universities.
Now the UGC has decided to recast the
entire vocationalization programme at UG level

under a modified scheme of Carcer Orientation
Programs. This is a flexible system of certificate
/ diploma/ advanced diploma programme
which will run parallel to the conventional, BA,
B.Com and B.5c degrees. ‘Need based’ Career
Oriented Courses can be formulated by the
universities / colleges based on UGC guidelines.
The course content has to be framed by the
uruversities as suggested UGC,

Objective of the scheme
orarium out of the resources
generated by the institution. The maximum
number of students in one course of the Career
Oriented Programme should be between 30 and
40 to maintain quality and standard of teaching.
Faculty. The following staff members could be
involved in teaching, training and
administration of the programme.
- The Principal of the college/Head of the
Dept. of the university
- Co-ordinator of each course who will
be responsible for the academic and
administrative aspects.
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- Teaching faculty of the specialized
discipline

Guest lecturers drawn frThe objective of the
scheme is fo introduce career and market
oriented skill enhancing add-on courses that
have utility for job, self — employment and
empowerment of the students. At the end of three
years the students will be equipped with a
Certificate/Diploma/Advanced Diploma of the
content of new subjects will have to be taught by
guest faculty experts. They could be drawn from
training and professional institutions and from
production related establishments. The pre-
requisite qualification for the guest faculty may
be different for those who are from the field /
industry and accordingly the concerned
university may lower the pre requisite
qualification for the guest faculty.
Programmes available under the
scheme

ificate Course: The ¢ will be of 30
credits. Each credit will have 15 hrs of work
load, out of which 10 credits should
necesg;;rilx be assigned to field work / project
Degree level

by the The genesis of vocationalisation at
the undergraduate level can be traced to the UGC
initiative during VIII FYP period. The scheme -
UGC aided vocational courses - continued fill
the end of the IX FYP. A total grant of more than
Rs. 200 cr. during the entire period (1994 - 2003)
was distributed among 2124 colleges and 30
Universities.

Now the UGC has decided to recast the
entire vocationalization programme at UG level
under a modified scheme of Career Orientation
Programs. This is a flexible system of certificate
/ diploma/ advanced diploma programme
which will run parallel to the conventional, BA,
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B.Com and B.Sc degrees. ‘Need based’ Career
Oriented Courses can be formulated by the
universities / colleges based on UGC guidelines
The course content has to be framed by the
universities as suggested UGC.

Objective of the scheme
orarium out of the resources generated

by the institution. The maximum number of
students in one course of the Career Oriented
Programme should be between 30 and 40 to
maintain quality and standard of teaching,
Faculty. The following staff members could be
involved in teaching, training and
administration of the programme.
- The Principal of the college /Head of the
Dept. of the university
- Co-ordinator of each course who will
be responsible for the academic and
administrative aspects.
- Teaching faculty of the specialized
discipline
Guest lecturers drawn frThe objective of the
scheme is to introduce career and market
oriented skill enhancing add-on courses that
have utility for job, self - employment and
empowerment of the students. At the end of three
years the students will be equipped with a
Certificate/Diploma/Advanced Diploma in an
add-on orientation course along with a
conventional degree in science / arts/commerce.
Some of the indicative courses are suggested by
the UGC. In the science stream, Information and
Computer Technology, Refrigeration,
Biotechnology, Hospital Waste Disposal
Management and Sericulture are suggested. For
the Social Sciences and Humanities streams, the
courses could be of inter-disciplinary nature viz
Applied Sociology, Applied Psychology,
Tourism, Fashion Designing, Translation
Proficiency, Television and Video Production.




For the Commerce stream courses could be in
Insurance, Banking, e-Commerce, World Trade,
Foreign Exchange Trade, Retailing ctc. The
course offered should be of inter-discipline
nature. The colleges and universities are free to
identity local need based career oriented courses
of their choice.

The students will have horizontal
mobility as regards the choice of courses in this
scheme. For instance, a student pursuing a
bachelor’s degree in a science subject could, side
by side purse a course in Event Management.
Similarly a student with Arts background may
have the option to pursue a course in Science
Journalism.

Funding of the programme

The financial assistance for the
programme is only in the form of one time grant
as Seed Money. This may be utilized for the
purchase of books and journals, augmentation
of laboratory facilities, equipment and payment
of remuneration to the Guest faculty. The
assistance from the UGC will be available to the
tune of Rs. 5 lakh in Humanities and Commerce
streams and Rs. 7 lakh for Science stream for five
yea'rs. The colleges/ universities have to opt for
a minimum of five courses in each stream. The
applicant institutions must work out the
economics and viability of each course before
sending the proposal to the UGC.

The physical inputs such as existing infra
structure, library resources, laboratories and

workshops should be adequate and clearly
specified in the application for career oriented
programmes.

- The Principal, Co-ordinators and other
staff who are involved in the career
oriented courses and who in addition
to their work-load have to perform a
number of functions such as arranging

guest faculty liasing with employing
establishments for practical training of
students, supervising the field work
and project work of students. They may
be paid suitable honom other
institutions, services and individual
organization / experts in the field.

- Laboratory / workshop/institutions for
practical training of students.

Co-ordinator

The responsibility for organizing the
teaching and training of students will rest with
the co-ordinator of the course / subject/
specialized discipline.

Teaching faculty would be required to be

competent in the following four main areas.

(1) Delivery of a new matter which is
applied in nature.

(2) Practical training to students in
institutions.

(3) Promoting skill development among
students

(4) Entrepreneurship development.

Guest Faculty
Much of the content of new subjects will

have to be taught by guest faculty experts. They
could be drawn from training and professional
institutions and from production related
establishments. The pre-requisite qualification

for the guest faculty may be different for those

who are from the field / industry and
accordingly the concerned university may lower
the pre requisite qualification for the guest
faculty. 1

Programmes available under the
scheme

1. Certificate Course: The course will be of
30 credits. Each credit will have 15 hrs

of work load, out of which
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3. Diploma Course: The course will be of , be assigned to field work ete. Certificate

60 credits (30 credits earned during /Diploma/ Advanced Diploma will be
certificate course) each credit will have awarded on the basis of examination
15 hrs of work load out of this 10 credit results and credits earned.

should necessarily be assigned to field
work/project /training,

3. Advanced Diploma Course: The course
will be 90 credits (60 credits valued
together during certificate and Diploma
course) Each credit will have 15 hrs of
work load. Out of this 10 credits should

Issue of Certificate: Any College
interested in awarding the university certificate

musl apply to university well in advance and
approval of the Academic Bodies will be
required. Once the universily approves the
college proposal, the college will issue the joint
certificate with name of University and College.

II. AKPCTA'’s Response

. Give below is the text of the Memorandum on the add on cotirse
submitted to the Mahatma Gandhi University by AKPCTA.

AKPCTA
Introduction of Career Oriented Programmes

At first degree level in Universities and Colleges
Implementation of UGC Proposals in MG University regarding
Submitted to the Vice Chancellor on 29-07-04.

MG University has a history of critically evaluating UGC Schemes and suitabl y modifying them for
implementation in the University. It may be recalled that the attempt made by the University to
restructure the job oriented course introduced by the by the UGC under the VI1] plan into Model 11
Courses was widely appreciated by the UGC and the NAAC. The UGC has now admitted that the
introduction of three main courses for job orientation of degree curriculum was a misguided
endeavour. At the same time, the Model Il Courses designed by MGU by modifying the UGC scheme
continues to be relevant and attracts students in large numbers, except where the implementation
has been defective. AKPCTA is of the view that the new UGC proposal for introduction of career
oriented courses at the degree level needs to be reviewed critically and modified suitably to satisfy
the requirements of equity and excellence in higher education.

Following arc some of the areas in which the UGC scheme needs rethinking

1. There is contradiction between the UGC's concept and practice, Conceptually UGC has
advocated the imparting of expertise and skills related to the core disciplines. Butin practice,
the add-on-courses are not subject-specific. The add-on-courses need not be complementary
to the main subject. This is one of the major drawbacks of the new scheme. Conceptually,
vocationalization programme initiated during the VIII plan was better than the present
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scheme in that the programme was integrated with the course content of the course content
of the main degree programme. The new add-on=course is only an appendix unrelated to
the core subject. It could detract the attention of the students from the main subject of study
by giving the wrong impression that the core subject has no value of its own.

The UGC programme, which envisages direct funding of individual colleges by the UGC,
undermines the role of the Universities in the design and conduct of academic programmes
This could adversely impact the implementation of the academic programme, as indiv idual
colleges are ill equipped at present to run academic programmes on their ovwn. It will also
make proper academic monitoring impossible, leading to deterioration in academic
standards. The UGC sees no role for the University even in prescibing the minimum
qualifications for the guest faculty on whom the major res sonsibility for teaching lies. This
could lead to the employment of unqualified / under-qualitied faculty by the managements,
Direct funding of the colleges by the UGC without the active concurrence of the Unuversihies
will erode the regulatory role of the Universities. The grant is unequally distributed among
the colleges by the UGC. With comparatively urban and better off colleges appropriating the
thinning public resources, the existing disparities among colleges will be further reinforced.
In the present context of globalization and commercialization of education, the
marginalization of the role of the Universities could adversely affect equity and excellence
in higher education.

The scheme is too ambitious to be actually worked out. It is simply not possible to identify
450 additional hours outside the 900 hours stipulated for the regular course without doing
injustice to the regular course, especially as the students are required to do a number of
assignments, seminars, test papers and projects under the Restructured Curriculum and
Syilabi introduced by the University in 1998. There will be little time for extra-curricular and
cE)-cu:ricular activities. The new programme would only destabilize the existing curriculum.
Therefore a careful assessment of the impact of the new programme on the existing; courses
has to be undertaken before implementing it.

ing the conduct of examination and award of certificates.
y, which cannot cope up with the existing examinations,
would take up the additional burden. Given their unenviable track record, it is doubtful
whether the individual colleges could be trusted with the conduct of the examination on
their own. In any case the University should nhnt give its stamp of a:'q.?pm\'al tn the examina .tir:m
conducted entirely by individual colleges by awarding its certificates, as it would ecat into
the credibility of the University. AKPCTA is of ‘he opinion that the scheme in its present
form and content will only destabilize the existing programme and hasten the process of tlw_-
dis:ntegration of the affiliating systcn} v.*hicht will undermine even the limited extent ot
equity and excellence in higher education available today.

The UGC has not made any stipulations regarding the fate of the courses after five years,
once the seed money givenby the UGC gets exhausted. In the absence of clear guidelines for

There is no specific proposal regard
Itis not clear as to how the Universit
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(1].‘-[.‘[ 'lt'll."rl‘i'lldl'll.'k‘ ”t' ”“..' COLISPS, .I-u.rin,iqﬁtl. "1“”“}_1'.'”“-“1‘5 are ‘l-'rl.‘l':rr Ii.ke]}' l“ Tun “‘L(*HE COLrses on
commercial lines as they are now doing in the case of the UGC aided vocational courses

introduced in the VI Plan.,

Taking all the above into account, we propose the following;

I One of the major compulsions for the introduction of the programme is the largesse of 5/7
lakhs already sanctioned to different colleges by the UGC. Itis true that the colleges, which
do not conduct the courses, will have to surrender the money received, thereby losing central
funds made available to the state to that extent. The University should be able to convince
the UGC that it could evolve a scheme for the proper utilization of the funds already allotted
even as it takes a principled stand against UGC’s encroachment into the autonomy of the
universities through the unprincipled distribution of grants directly to colleges without the
concurrence the universities.

2. The University should not hastily implement the programme this year. The university should
evolve a career oriented programme specific to each core subject so that the core subject and
career oriented programme could be mutually complementary and enriching. Alternatively,
the University may design general skill oriented programmes like IT enabled learning,
development of communication skills etc. which need not be subject specific. MGU should
take the lead in redesigning the UGC programme as it had done earlier in the case of
Vocationalization of the Undergraduate Courses under the VIII Plan.

LY ]

Under the existing circumstances, there is a great shortage of teachers for manning even
regular courses. Overburdening the existing teachers will naturally destabilize the existing
courses. The proposal to give additional remuneration to existing teachers for involving in
the career-oriented course is bait that could attract many teachers without proper commitment
to the programme. AKPCTA is of the view that existing teachers should not be involved in
teaching the programme. Guest lecturers should be engaged and their qualification and
remuneration fixed by the university. If at all additional funds are required, the University
has to fix the maximum amount to be levied from students, after carefully working out the
details of budgeted expenditure, ensuring that no profit is generated from running the
course. However, no funds should be collected from students to pay existing teachers. There
should also be provision for fee waiver to deserving students. Proper criteria have to be
evolved for the selection of students.

4. AKPCTA would request the University to hold further talks with the teachers’
associations and to formulate a time bound programme for redesigning the carcer
oriented programme with a view to strengthening the affiliating system and the
existing courses.

Thomas Joseph A. Prathapachandran Nair
President General Secretary
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EWS

 NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
MEETING AT PONDICHERY

AIFUCTO N

21st August 2004

(¢) Suitable scales of pay to coaches, accom-

Movement Resolution
panists, etg;

1. This Meeting of the NEC of the AIFUCTO

held at Pondicherry on 21st August 2004 con-
gratulates the Union HRD Minister, Shri

diately implemented in respect of the follow- .

ing: _

(i) Setting up of a Tripartiee Consulative
Committee in Higher Education consist-
ing of representatives of the MHRD, the
UGC and the Teachers' Organizations:

(ii) Full implementation of the agreement of
the MHRD with the AIFUCTO dated 5th
September 1998 which included the fol-
lowing:

(a) Implementation of CAS with effect [rom
1-1-1996 instead of from 27-7-1998;

b) Benefit of fixation at Rs. 14,940/-for all
the teachers as and when they complete 5
years in the Selection Grade;

¢) Implementation of third promotion to the

teachers;

d) Introduction of Professorship at the col-
Jeges to introduce and encourage research
in different disciplines;

() Extending full Placement hmwhtstm the
Librarians and as given to teachers.

Arjun Singh, for having takena positiverole 3, The AIFUCTO also appreciates the bold ini-
ininviting the AIFUCTO to discuss outstand- tiative taken by the HRD Minister to dcgmif}'
ing issues of the university and college teach- education by constituting a committee for re-
ers, more so because, the previous HRD Min- vision of the svllabi and course contents at
ister, Dr. Murli Manohar Joshi had consist- the school level, and calls upon the Minister
ently refused to meetand hold dialogue with to extend the same to Higher Education. The
the AIFUCTO. AIFUCTO specifically demands that courses
. The AIFUCTO requests the HRD Minister of like Jyotirvigyan, Karmakanda ete., be wi th-
take up the follow-up measures so that the drawn and the secular,scientific and rational
understanding reached between the HRD base of Higher Education is restored.
Minister and the AIFUCTO could beimme- 4 The AIFUCTO, while welcoming the prom-

ise made through the Common Minimum
Programme (CMP) tor investing 6% of the
GDP on Education and for levying 2% Cess
for mobilizing resources for education, calls
upon the Government of India to fix up the
appropriate areas for priority investment. In
Higher Education, the AIFUCTO is of the
opinion that the following order of priority
be observed- ’

(a) Total restoration of the grant-in-aid scheme

in all the States;

(b) Restoration of the system of regular appoint-

ments in educational institutions so that all
teachers are properly remmuncrated and the
obnoxious system of contractual appoint-
ment could be scrapped;

(¢) Increased expenditure on strengthening and

upgrading Infrastructural facilities espe-
cially in Government run educational insti-
tutions.
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5. The AIFUCTO bemoans that Professional
education in the country has reached a state
of near-collapse, and calls upon the govern-
ment to take appropriate measures for ensur-
ing equity and excellence in higher and Pro-
fessional education. The AIFUCTO calls
upon the Government of India to declare
higher education and Professional education
as Merit Good to ensure that access is in-
creased to appropriate levels to enable the
country to meet the challenges of the emerg-
ing knowledge-society. The AIFUCTO also
calls upon the government to enact a central
legislation empowering states to ensure that
the benefits of professional education are

made available to all meritorious students ir-
respective of their capacity to pay for their
education. The States are also enabled to pass
suitable legislation towards this end by tak-
ing into account the socio-economic situation
peculiar to the particular States. The rate of
interest on education loans to students
should be brought down sharply to afford-
able levels through subsidization by the Gov-
ernment of India.

. The AIFUCTO calls upon the Government of

India to pass appropriate legislation for the
restoration of the Right to Strike of employ-
ees and teachers in view of the Supreme Court

Judgment curtailing the said right.

AIFUCTO DELEGATION MEETS HRD MINISTER

A delegation of AIFUCTO led by President
Prof.Anil Bhattacharia and General Secretar
{ Prof.B.Vijayakumar met Shri. Arjun Singh
Minister for Human Resources Development
at his residence on the 23rd July ,thereby
reestablishing the consultative mechanism
between MHRD and the Teachers’
Organization ,five years after it had been
unilaterally severed by Dr.Murali Manohar
Joshi during his tenure as HRD Minister.The
AIFUCTO leadership thanked the new HRD
Minister for reopening the process of dialogue
between the MHRD and the organization and
suggested that a permanent tripartite
consultative  committee  inclading
representatives of MHRD,the UGC and
Teachers’ Organizations be set up to hold
regular consultations on academic and service
related matters. The Minister gave a patient
hearing to the leaders and agreed to consider
the proposal. AIFUCTO leaders invited Shri.
Arjun Singh to inaugurate the National Level
Academic Conference of the Organization to
be held at Jodhpur from 1st to 3rd November.
The Minister readily accepted the invitation.

While the delegation welcomed the efforts
being taken by the Ministry for detoxification
of education ,it pointed out the need to take
more effective steps against commercialization

JOINT CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE MOOTED

of education.Particular attention of the
Minister was drawn to the need for scrappin
Model Act for Universities and UG
regulations for Private Universities.The
AIFUCTO leaders also held forth on the
dangers of opening up the education sector to
global players with the implementation of
GATS.

The leaders demanded that the agreement
of 5/9/98 between MHRD and AIFUCTO
regarding the implementation of 1996 UGC
scales be implemented in toto.This includes
third promotion to all University and College
teachers,Career Advancement Scheme from 1-
1-96,fixation benefit at Rs.14940/-for all
teachers as and when they put in 21 years of
service ,uniform implementation of the scales
in all states,parity of DPEs and Librarians to
that of teachers and implementation of Rastogi
Committee Recommendations in respect of
CAS to Professor in Colleges, NET/SLET
exemption for PHDs ,Pension Scheme ,women
teachers etc.

Apart from the President and General |
Secretary,the AIFUCTO delegation included |
Dr.K.K.Tiwari, ’rof.C.R. Sadasivan,Dr. Kranti |
Jejurkar,Prof.V, P Singh, Prof. Thomas Joseph,all
National Secro ...ries and Prof.Vazir Nehra,Vice }

President of the Organization.
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OXFORD

UNIVERSITY PRESS

5 i i A &
A | Y !{1 1 ILASI

concise Oxford

English Dictionary

. |shn: Fi Ha

A beacon of excellence since 1911, the world’s mar-
ket-leading dictionary the Concise (jxford En%i:sh
Dictionary sets the standard the world has to beat

NEW! for the 11th Edition

m  All-new clear layoul that makes it even easier to
use

= New informative notes covering grammar and us-
age questions, from confusable words to punc-
tuation

s MNew word history features Exp]uring word origins,
links belween words, and changes in meaning

Special Features

= Anup-to-the-minute description of the English lan-
puage

= More than 1,700 new words illustrating how the
English language is evolving _
Over 240,000 words, phrases, and definitions

E:ascd on hundreds of millions of words of real
English from the Oxford English Corpus

= A varied and rich vocabulary that includes thou-
sands of scientific and technical terms as well as
English from around the world

" Achndicgﬁ containing lists of countries and capi-
tals, chemical elements, presidents and prime min-
isters, and a guide to good English

The Concise Oxford English Dictionary is released
on 7 July 2004, and can be picked up your neighbour-
hood bookstore. For more details you could contact
the nearest Oxford University Press office or show-
room.

Contact us al - 289 Anna Salal Chennai 600 006; T'h: 28112267/
68 /99 ardersin@oup.com

Kesava Ruildings 1 floor Te-25 { 1437 (2) Thampanoor,
Thiruvananthapuram 95001 I'h: 2330995

H. no 8-2-577 [ floor Road No. 7 Banjara Hills Hyderabad 500 034
I'h: 23356425
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F OITRHU@S‘{@H on
Commission on

Faime 'S
Farmers

Dr. P. S. Mohanakumar SS College, Kalady

Dr. M. S. Swwaminathan, the eminent agricul-
turist, will head the National Commission on
Farmers set by the government to review the sta-
tus of Indian agriculture and assess the condi-
tion of different categories of farmers in various
regions. Dr. Swaminathan is known as "The
Father of Green Revolution in India". He will
also head a committee on National Policy on
Agro-Biotechnology. The scope of the Commis-
sion on Farmers includes the recommendation
onaccelerating agricultural reforms particularly
in quality production and marketing. The Com-
mission will also identify the factors responsi-
ble for imbalances and disparities and suggest
measures to achieve sustainable and equitable
agricultural development. It will also examine
the issue of existing, price and marketing poli-
cies, improve the income and welfare of farmers
and assess the impact of international trade en-
vironment on the livelihood, sustainability and
viability of small agricultural holdings.

The constitution of the commission assumes
significance in the wake of liberal economic poli-
cies in the field of agriculture, and the resultant
alarming number of suicides by farmers in
Andhra Pradesh and in other parts of the coun-
try. These tragedies are symptomatic of a deep

churning in the peasant community. The present
policies that have come to govern the peasant
economy have made the poor farmers in India
unable to cope with even mild shocks in agricul-
tural sector.

Risk Based Supervision
(RBS) of RBI

The RBI has introduced so many schemes to
attain the international best practice standards
and to reach the frontier of performance. The
adoption of CAMELS (Capital adequacy, Asset
quality, Management, Earnings, Liquidity, Sys-
tems and Controls)/CALCS (Capital adequacy,
Asset quality, Liquidity, Compliance and Sys-
tems) approach to supervisory risk assessments
and ratings are steps in this direction. An over-
all plan for Risk Based Supervision would be
adopted with the assistance of Price Water
House Coopers (PWC). The supervisory follow
up is based on CAMELS/CALCS approach.

The RBI will identify and determine the types
and quantities of risks to which the activities of
a Bank are exposed. For this CAMEL rating will
be applied. The RBI will be adopting RBS (Risk
Based Supervision) approach by implementing
various plan viz.
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O Supervisory cycle

O Supervisory programme
O Supervisory Organisation

O Off site surveillance

O Market intelligence reports

Real interest rates

O Onsite findings
O Data from external and internal auditors
This will a great extent ensure stability of the

financial system especially in the era of liberali-
zation and globalization.

The real interest rates denote the interest rate minus inflation rate. The real interest rate for
various periods are given below (Calculation on the basis of CPI-UNME).

Year Interest Inflation Rate” Real Interest
Rate (%) (CI-UNME) (%) Rate (%) |
1999 12.0 5.50 6.50
2000 11.0 -3.40 14.40
2001 9.5 16.10 -6.60
2002 9.0 4.60 4.40
2003 8.0 4.25 3.75

Consumer price index for Urban Non-Manual Employees (UNME).
CPI-UNME is 4.25 in April 2003.

Filing Tax Returns: A few tips

Q

o

o0 0O0O0OOO0OO0OO©O

Last date of filing return
Late return

: 31st October 2004
: 31st March 2005

(Penal interest @ 1.25% of unpaid taxes per month of delay

For refund you will be paid interest @ 8% per annum.
Revised return (for 2003-04)

No revised return for late filing

If PAN is not quoted

IfPAN is quoted wrongly

Ifno PAN, quote PAN appllcatmn as proof.

Salaried taxpayer

: 31st March 2006

: Rs. 10,000 fine
: Rs. 10,000 fine

: Use Nayasaral (2E)

Salary + Income from house property + interest + Dividend :Use form 2E (Nayasaral)

Capital gains + Business Or professional income

(in addition to the above two items)

: Use form 2 or 2D (Saral)

CE“IU.HIH'J!TE 1;
OLLEGE TEACHER-september 2004 BB




If you are filing under one-by-six scheme : Use form 2C
Certificate of TDS cum return of income (if income

less than Rs. 1.5 lakhs with no other income) ;16 AA

Documents to be submitted

Statement of total income (TDS from salary) :Form 16

TDS from other income :Form16 A
Fourth counterfoil of challans.

Tax audit reports.

Receipt for donations, Mediclaim, LIC, PPF, NSC, and Pension plan payments.
Certificate for interest payment from home loan lender.

If you dont attach relevant documents, your return may be treated as defective.

Returns can be physically delivered or sent by registered post.

¢ Q 0 0O O 0 0O O ©

Attach two acknowledgement forms.
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Seeds of Truth and Other Poems

by Vasanthakumar Sambasivan

A Distinctive Poetic Voice

C. Ajayan S.N.College, Kollam

At a time when poetry is sidelined by
publishing industry as it doesn't sell as fiction,
it is heartening to see every new volume of

poetry. Seeds of Truth is a debut collection of |

poems by M. S. Vasanthakumar
(Vasanthakumar Sambasivan)
who has succeeded in asserting
his distinctive poetic voice.
Resisting the modernist and
postmodernist cerebral and
linguistic pyvrotechnics,
Vasanthkumar’s poems
present romantic moods and concerns human
experience and man'’s response to nature. The
poet displays a penchant for revealing an
experience compulsively conveying a freshness
and a spirit of joy what fascinates the poetin the
manifold beauty of nature and his imagery is
mainly drawn from the world of nature. The poet
revels in portraying the loveliness of nature: “The
rustling of leaves / witha gentle breeze, / orits
brethren / Roaring, howling and screeching. The
noise of torrents / and their splashes.../ Nature
whispers thus/’ (Whispers).

SEEDS OF TRUTH & OTHER POEMS

by Vasanthakumar Sambasivan

Copies can be had from the
Author, Sahithee-7, Kollam -12

Rs. 30/-
Sahithee Publishers

AND OTHER POEMS
VASANTHAKLUALAR SAMBASTYAN

‘Sunny Brooks’ abounds in images, which
portray sparkling brooks and the surrounding
landscape. ‘Altitudes were keen to watch those
sunny brooks, / But deaf to their gentle
trickling... where the swans of cumulus clouds
/ gazed while they swam / Where the rainbows
glanced before the showers / left glistening
foliages.... Where hearts longed to stay / with
their own sunny brooks.’ (Sunny Brooks)

While speaking of the longing of ‘encysted
seeds of truth’ to sprout, the poet writes, ‘The
sun furiously focussed / Rains torrentially
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bathed / Winds allowed translational travel,
and the wrapping snow chilled them’.

The poet pictures the joy of some one who
first earned a loaf in terms of changes in nature.
‘The wind shrieked / The sea roared / the earth
quaked / and the sky blue canopy gaped / at
the flickering lightning...’

A tautness, rigor and hardness can be seen
in his images of nature in poems like ‘Onset’
and ‘Rain’, "Time in decades / Rain in torrents
/ Spiny drought / And winter’s frost bite...
Seasoned and bequeathed me / A battered visage
/ Ensilvered hair and wrinkled skin! (Onset).
Rain evokes myriad moods and impressions in
the poet’s mind and every image is startlingly
pﬂw'erfulz / Rain was everywhere / Drooping
through the pores of all possibilities / Rain sank
into all temperatures like a flirt / Rain was a
thick wall / protecting laziness / Rain made a
spray on wading determinations / Rain troubled
the clear brooks of thoughts / Rain polished the
green leaves of hearts / Rain was every where, /
It filled the dam of desires!’

Time is a recurrent theme in
Vasanthakumar’s poems and memory is the stuff
that most of his poems are made of as in the poem
“The Fair’, ‘Does a reminiscental rustic spell /
Bleach the present shades? / Do quenched
temperaments / Weave an era thus? Or, is itan
inevitable / drain of time?’ Again in ‘Shadow’,
the poet writes: ‘1longed all day to get unleashed,
/ The snare alas was tough enough / Whatisit,

a remniscence / The harps a sorrow laden
strain?’ In “Transient’ the poet sings, ‘A million
colours / flickered in the tense dusk / of the
mind’. The poet is fascinated by dusk and dawn
and there are numerous references to them in

his poetry.’

Poetry has always been an elitist form of art,
but it does not mean that it is read by the so-
called elitists. A poet does not become high-brow
merely because he writes in English. The English
he writes is his own. In an attempt to allay fears
of being dubbed as an elitist the poet proclaims
his solidarity with masses, ‘I am proud of / my
coarse attire / the folk are my friends / whom I
never / disown for lack orelitism.”

Poetry with a palpable design is repellentand
if it has a social function it is certainly not to
proselytize. Political correctness is not the
overriding concern of a genuine poet. Poetry, as
W. B. Yeats believes, springs from an aching soul
and Kamala Das surmises that the soul only
knows how to sing. But Vasanthakumar, a
politically committed platform artist cannot be
inditferent to social issues. He is a witness to the
erosion of values as in “Today”: ‘Stained thought
s/ Rancid words / Nefarious deeds... Are the
surplus crops / of the day / They seduce with
kick —backs / Enrich with scams / Allure with
synthetics / and ordains with prominence.’

In ‘Quenching’ the poet writes : ‘Pilgrimages
turn routines / Slogans soften to prayers /
Demands soak to requests / Bargains give way
to overtaking compromise... Good dines with
evil.”

Direct and transparent, his language is
expressive of emotion and it effectively
communicates every mood and situation he
portrays. It is devoid of sloppiness and tinsel
frippery.

The poet’s use of refreshing imagery and his
effortless poetic idiom make reading his poetry
a delightful experience.
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VANISHING SACRED GROVES

IN KERALA STATE

DR.SAINUDEEN PATTAZHY 5S.N. College, Kollam

Sacred groves are small patches of native veg-
etation traditionally protected and managed by
local communities. The Sacred groves are mainly
found in areas dominated by tribals, and man-
aged by the local people for various reasons. Ir-
respective of their origin and size, all sacred
groves are islands of greenery in the landscape
protecting bio-diversity and enhancing the en-
vironmental quality. Inspite of a very high land
to man ratio, Sacred groves which are the relicts
climax vegetation have survived under a variety
of ecological situations in India and they repre-
sent hotspots of bio-diversity. The Sacred groves
have been reported from Afro-Asian countries
like Ghana, Nigeria, Syria, Turkey etc. In India,
they are found in many parts of the country from
Meghalaya in the northeast to Rajasthan in the
west and in the states along the Western ghats.
In Kerala, the distribution of Sacred groves is
mainly concentrated in the coastal belts and mid
land. Only a few SGs are found in the high-
lands. :

Sacred groves (SGs) are known as Deorali in
the Darjeeling Hills, Lakyntang in the Khasia
and Jaintia Hills in Meghalaya, Jankor in Dudh
and Dhelki Kherias of Central India, Jaher in
Santal tribal region, Sarnas in Bihar and Madhya
Pradesh, Oran in Rajasthan, Deorais or Deoranis
in Maharashtra, Devarakadu or Devarabana in
Karnataka, Kovilkadu or Kavu in Tamilnadu
and Sarpakavu or kavu in Kerala. In such a
grove, all forms of vegetation including shrubs
and climbers belong to the deity. Grazing and
hunding are prohibited, sometimes even the re-
moval of dead wood is also restricted. The SGs
of Kerala is an integral part of the culture of the
land. The nature of groves, their orgin, deities,
workships, rituals, the building structures, etc.

KERALA PRIVATE ;
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and the social role played by them have no par-
allel anywhere in India. If forms a part of the
house hold estate in majority of cases. Worship-
ping certaining deities with SGs has created an
atmosphere of sacredness to the whole premises.
This has added a unique dimension which has
no parallel in the world. Surprisingly, one could
hardly see any apt histirical or mythological ref-
erences to those groves high lighting establish-
ment of them in the household premises. In these
circumstances, one could only surmise that the
interaction between ecology and culture has pro-
duced a unique institution among the people of
Kerala which at the same time was found so-
cially and religiously befitting and acceptable to
all. Actually, there are divers views on the ori-
gin of these SGs, however, it is true that these
groves are the remnants of the topical wet ever-
green forest cover in the region in the near past.

The first authentic report on the S5Gs ap-
peared in the Census report of Travancore pub-
lished in 1891 in which Lt. Ward and Lt. Corner
reported the presence of 15,000 SGs in




————

'I"riWiIII‘lCHI'L‘ (1827). However, their number has
now dwindled to 2000. The alarming rate of
depletion of the groves is posing a serious threat
to the environment of the state and its rich bio-
diversitly, for the groves harboured a large
number of rare plant varities. In Kerala distribu-
tion of SGs does not overlap with the forest ar-
cas. Itis estimed that about 500 ha. of forest area
is under SGs contributing 0.05% of the total for-
estarea of the state. It has been observed that the
area of SGs varies from a few M? to several hec-
tares. A vast majority of the SGs remain frag-
mented (<0.5ha.), constituting 79% of the total
recorded for Kerala. Groves above 5 ha. consti-
tute only 3%, showing a marked decline in their
size.

The Sacred groves are the treasurer of rare
and endemic species. Analysis of the
phytogeographical elements of SGs of Kerala

.indicated that out of 721 species of plants re-
corded from SGs 154 are endemic to Western
ghats and 33% of them are trees. SGs acts as a
nursery and store house of many of the local
ayurvedic, tribal and folk medicines. 5Gs often
seve as the last refuge for many wild animals.
About 107 species of birds were reported from
the SGs of Kerala. Many of the edible fruits often
find a place in the diet of the animals and birds
live within. The SGs performs several ecologi-
cal functions. SGs with their complex array of
interaction influence the-flora and fauna of the
region as well as microclimate of that locality.
The soils of SGs show high porosity and low
bulk density compared to the soils of nearby ar-
eas. The thick litter cover and channels created
by soil macro-fauna together enhanced the wa-
ter retention, root system development, gaseous
exchange, and heat conductance. The role
played by SGs as micro-watershed in local ar-
eas have been recognised. Most SGs in Kerala
are associated with fresh water ecosystem and
these water bodies to certain extent meet the wa-
ter needs of the local communities. In some
places SGs regulates the flow of water and
sediments to the settlements and agricultural
land shown slope.

The birds and bats find their natural nesting
places in the SAGs. They, in addition to their

scavenger role check the insect and pest popula-
tion. The bird droppings rich in phosphorus
replenish the phosphorus deficient soil of the
region. Snakes and mangoose find their home
in SGs. The snake controls the rodent popula-
tion, which it left unchecked will destroy the
crops of the locality. The snake population is
kept under check by the mangoose. Insect fauna,
particularly the bees make their hives in SGs and
facilitate the cross-pollination of many plant spe-
cies of the locality. The role played by SGs as the
genepool gardens for in-situ conservation of ge-
netic resources has been appreciated by several
workers. Thus the preservation of these unique
landscape units is of key importance for main-
taining the bio-diversity as well as comprehen-
sive ecosystem health of the given landscape.

Due to changing socio-economic conditions
as well as land use systems many sacred groves
are now threatened and altered in terms of size,
vegetation structure and species composition. It
has been the experience that, damage to these
protected forests are due to interference like il-
licit cutting, planting with exotic species not
suitable to the place, grazing, fire, encroachment,
weakening of faiths, beliefs and taboos relating
to the SGs, collection and removal of biomass
from SGs, cattle grazing, collection of green ma-
nure and fuel-wood, mining of china clay and
laterite bricks from SGs. Rapid expansion of
population and high pressure on land is also
another cause driving the SGs to the edge of ex-
tinction. The protection and conservation of this
biological and cultural heritage of our counry is
very important. For creating a better world we
must develop a spirit of reverence and empathy
for these Sacred groves.

For protection and conservation of this SGs
of our country, certain steps are to be carried out
by the Government and people. For this total
ban on felling of trees from SGs should be im-
posed, handling over the ownership of groves to
civicbodies and grove protection councils. The
need for extensive research on grove biodiversity

~and conducting awareness programmes have

also been highlighted, Govt. should pay ad-
equate maintenance grant to those who presently
look after the grove.
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GOVERNMENT OF KERALA
Abstract
DEARNESS ALLOWANCE - ARREARS CREDITING TO PROVIDENT FUND ACCOUNT -
TIME LIMIT EXTENDED - ORDERS ISSUED

: FINANCE (PAY RESEARCH UNIT) DEPARTMENT g
G. O. (P) No. 367 /2004 /Fin. Dated, Thiruvananthapuram, 11th August, 2004.

Read: 1.G.O.(P)No. 1142/98/Fin. dated 25-3-1998.
2.G. O. (P) No. 2386/98/Fin. dated 7-10-1998.
3.G. 0. (P) No. 1450/99/Fin. dated 9-6-1999.
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.G. 0. (P) No.932/2000/Fin. dated 2-6-2000
.G. O.(P) No. 375/2002/Fin. dated 13-6-2002.
.G. O.(P) No. 805/2002/Fin. dated 31-12-2002,
.G. O.(P) No. 226/2003/Fin. dated 21-4-2003.
.G. O.(P) No. 669/2003/Fin. dated 20-12-2003.
9. G. 0. (P) No. 43/2004/Fin. dated 20-1-2004.

"Jl'i"wlﬂ"".fl.l-a\‘

ORDER

The time limit for crediting the arrears of Dearness Allowance to the Provident Fund Account of the
employees allowed as per the Governmenlt Orders read as 8th and 9th paper above expired on 30-
6-2004.

2. Several requests are being received from various Service Organisations seeking extension of time
for crediting the arrears of Dearness Allowance to the Provident Fund Account.

3. Government have examined the requests and are pleased to order that the time limit for crediting
the arrears of Dearness Allowance sanclioned from 1-7-1997, 1-1-1998, 1-7-1998, 1-1-1999, 1-1-
2000, 1-7-2000, 1-1-2001, 1-7-2001 and 1-1-2002 to the Provident Fund Account will be extended
upto 31-12-2004. The arrears will be claimed in the salary bill upto December, 2004 and credited to

the Provident Fund Account.
By order of the Governor,
K.S.SANTHAKUMARI,

Joint Secretary (Finance)

GOVERNMENT OF KERALA
Abstract
Education - Technical - Aided batch of KBA in the Rajagiri College of Social Sciences, Kalamassery,
Ernakulam converted into self-financing course - cancelled - Orders issued.

HIGHER EDUCATION (J) DEPARTMENT
G. O. (MS) No. 95/2004/H. Edn. Thiruvananthapuram, Dated. 10-8-2004.

Read:- G. O. (MS) 6/2004/H. Edn. dated. 19-1-2004.
ORDER

As per the Government Order read above, Government have accorded sanction forr cnnverﬁng the
aided batch of MBA in the Rajagiri College of Social Sciences at Kalamassery, Ernakulam into a

self- financing course. :
Government have reconsidered the matter and have decided to revoke the orders issued in the

Government Order read above with immediate effect.
(By order of the Governor)

K. MOHANDAS
PRINCIPAL SECRETARY.

KERALA FRIVATE
COLIEGE TEACHER-september 2004




R No 36025/81 WERALA PRIVATE Registered. No. KL/TV (N) 35/2003-2005
No. 186 CDLLE{]E TEACHER Rs.11/- SEPTEMBER 2004

AKPCTA

Prof. M. P. Paul Birth Centenary Celebrations
Colloquium on Common Minimum

Programme in Higher Education

Ashir Bhavan, Kochi

25th and 26th September 2004

Com. Prakash Karat 1 Dr. Ninan Koshy

Com. Kanthi Biswas - Dr. Venkatesh Arteya
Justice V.R. Krishna lyer ~ Dr. P.K. Rajan
Dr. Sebatian Paul MP | Dr.N.K. Jayakumar
Com. Chandran Pillai MP~  Dr. R. V.G Menon

Vayalar Ravi MP Joseph Pulikunnel
Rosy Thomas

Dr. K.N. Panikar

Dr. Varghese George

TR ]

Com. C.P. Narayanan... Participates

AKPCTA for Equity and Excellence
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