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C.Padmanabhan
Secrelary, AKPCTA, Kannur University

rom Missionary Zeal
o Capitalist Avarice:

Locating the Discourses in Kerala's Higher

Education Scenario in a Global Perspective

“Inbourgeois society capital is independenl and
has individuality, while the living person is
dependent and has no individuality.” :
Karl Marx

“It is well established all over the world that those
ivho seck professional edncation must pay for it.... private
education is one of the most dynamic and fastest-
growing segments of post-secondary education at Hhe
furn of the twenty-first centuryy.”

Supreme Court of India (T.M.A. Pai
Foundation & Ors. vs, State of Karnataka)

Once again, as it has happened many times in

the past, Kerala is buzzing with discourses and
debates as to how we should educate our youth.
The focus of the debate is particularly on the
question as to how we should educate our youth in
these ghastly times of imperialist globalization. The
messiahs of market economy are desperately trying
to convince the people that concepls like equity and
quality are redundant and obsolete in this
flamboyant era of the finance capital. The electronic
media reduces every serious concern of the masses
to soap opera superfluities and consistently and
compulsively discusses non-issues. The print media
beats around the bush in the hope of raising
succulent controversies and gossips. The confusion
is worsened by the interim pronouncements that
the courts have already made on this issue-which
unfortunately do not take into consideration the
ground realities of the matter. Attempts are even
being made to dig up from their graves and revive
the reactionary slogans of the late 1950's by those
who are deaf, dumb and blind to halfa cenlury of
changes in the polilical scenario.

The battle lines are so well drawn Lhat there need
be no confusion as to who stands where and even
as to who hides where in this war which is being
fought in a unique phase in the development of
global service economy with the looming danger of
the signing of the General Agreement on Trade in

Services (GATS) by the Government of India in the
near future. It has to be taken into consideration
that new alignments are being forged and new
campaigns are being planned by the reactionary
forces who are eager to usher in the modalities of
trade and commerce into Kerala's educational
system. It is well known that the casteist and
communal solidarity that was forged to campaign
against and to engage in farcical struggles against
the Education Bill
presented by Joseph
Mundassery in the
Kerala Assembly in
1958 and against the
Government lead by
Com.EMS for effecting
its dismissal in 1959
had the tacit backing of
the feudal nobility who
was haunted by the
specter of communism.
While the congress
government at the centre
and even the CIA aided
and abetted the
misnomer called the
“liberation struggle” it

The rampant

that accompanies
neo-liberal
economic policies
has destroyed all
those lofty
humanist and

are usuall
associatecly with
education in
general and

was  spearheaded g 1
within Kerala by the ?du_cml_ﬂﬂﬁ ‘
creamy layeramongthe  institutions n
casteist and mmmun,fﬂ particulan
forces who were afraid

of losing their feudal

privileges including monopoly over land and the
clite status offered by casteist patriarchal
hegemony, However, as the saying goes, much
waler has flowed under the bridge since 1959 and
asaresull the retrogressive forces are lrying o forge
new alliances to resist the implementation of the
Kerala Professional Colleges or Institutions Act,
2006. The formation of these new alliances has a
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commoditization

socialist ideals that



class character which is in keeping with the ne.‘:
liberal economic policies of imp””fﬂ]bt
globalization. A brieflook at the gioba]edl.u:allmﬂ;
scenario would reveal the deep SIFU':“I‘T‘: of the
discourses that are going on in Kerala with regar

lo the above bill. - 4

The rampant commoditization tha

accompanies neo-liberal economic policies nas
destroyed all those lofty humanist and socialist
ideals that are usually associated with education
in general and educational institutions 1nt
particular. It has resulled in the exponential growth
of inequalities and it is no secret that nations that
refuse to sign these international accords will
ultimately have
to face the U.S
army  itself.
Governments are
being instrucled
to cut down on
their public
expenditure
which ultimately
resulls in tax

“Edubusiness” is the
current in thing and
corporate houses are
entering this virgin
field with their
insatiable greed for
empire building. They concessions for
do this with the help the ~capitalist
of international 4, pusiness”
accords like GATS s the current in
which contain many lhinsmt hn;’:;ﬂi
provisions for ~ orchoue
establishing  virgin field with
transnationa
corporations that cater

their insatiable
greed for empire
to the market and to

building. They
do this with the

the ideology of the help  of
market which divides ;2;;;3:*“’1’]‘;;
human beings int0  GATs  which

entrepreneurs and
consumers.

contain many
provisions for
establishing
transnational
corporations that cater to the market and to the
ideology of the market which divides human beings
into entrepreneurs and consumers. The whole
project of neo- liberalism is aimed at removing the
national barriers that impede international trade
and at the creation of a “free and level playing field”
which is neither free nor level. The General
Agreement on Trade in Services(GATS) proposed
by the World Trade Organization(WTO) is alegally
enforceable agreement aimed at deregulating
international markels in the service sector, The basic
rules of GATS, like the “"Most Favoured Nations
Treatment” and “National Treatment” ensures free
international trade without domestic checks and

I8 CEiESE TEACHER- August2006

These nwrliher:ﬂ ref‘?rm% have “Ftim-ﬂel :
balances- 170 oo of eg_ahtan:'m P”“tim §
resulted ml_ﬂl educalion like equity, qu;.;it“'ls
ass Sjated w It."l - contrary to the popular T‘I.mi

10?11'\' wouldp reclude the “'il!'tdrm:n
o ‘e apparatus of the state and iﬂdua
of the {eprﬁrir%lii\'ﬂ :.t-'E witness at presentisa Stranm
asgiflt};‘;: n; free economy ?nd,n?p ressive State
combinatl | wonder if the judiciary, whic
One I'I:E'Ed ﬂ?mt organ of modern dem“frau
very 1mF'r:1Tt +mm ESLUP with repressive ]'llfifgmené
m;emmfd 1; ltimately enhance the freedom qf the
that wou i 1 E."C]-;lnit the masses. We neeg to
market fPrfiiéinl activism and while attempting
I'Eje;l;: i];:'\'ﬁ‘ have to strip it ﬂﬂ: its medieval k“ight
;Eais land perceive it in i liqu'ﬁEt Scﬁm‘Pﬂﬁﬁfa]
context. 1tis doubtless tl:mltus i Erla‘[ ree market
olicy would rest_lll in ll:te pro 1r?rat1m1 13{
eclucadtimml institutions-as it was w 1][n9550d i
Kerala during the tenure of Cc:ng;rcs:: ed United
Democratic Front from 2001to 2006-and would
provide plenty of choice for the nfﬂpenl seclions
among lhe students. But at the same time, il ‘.'l.‘[?u'ld
also lead to hitherto unknown l-:md::". of segregations
and exclusions based on the dominant notions of
communal as well as casteist patriarchy and vould
ultimately destroy the very social fabricof Ku ula,
Privalization would also adversely affe: the
very content of the courses that are currently | ing
taught in the Universities and Colleges. | » in
Kerala are familiar with certain strange ca: s of
subsidizations of syllabi to suit the intellectual 10s
of private providers of education. The whole  ¢ld
of higher education is in the danger of b ing
sanitized, detheorized and depoliticized bec.use
theory and politics have always retained their :nti-
establishment edge and are often detrimental Lo the
interests of the ruling classes. If the transnational
edubusiness corporations wanted nothing to do
with pDEi[iCS in lhﬂ‘il’ modern dlgltﬁi cumpugcﬁ-,
Kerala's private managements prepared the ground
for them by clearing the campuses of politics and
i other forms of public discourses and activities
Academic activity was reduced to a kind of private
:ig:;ll;iid-:f}:d% under set routines and [ mz;:f
mainstream artic?;?nfiiace,ﬁf?r CI'EEIT.IUI'?' Snfnli]ling
the political articulati e unity
some of these m e Shacent cor. ize
teachers’ unio EI:"‘E‘E‘ff'l'!ﬂu“:nts even tried to OStracthE‘
very fact tha tnfhmg campuses forgettingeve
citizens certain qu d Sl ?f ]r}dm g
for collective e ndamental and inalienable 16
pression. The pathway is being
paved for the entry of the bj : < not yel
ig capital. It is n@
?:cl;: ‘-ﬂ:'helher these managements would ™
the Iﬁ?;zni:t?gs fa;rlhmmrs or trampled underfot by

s nal Edubusiness Corporations wh e

;rgrl:’na would materialize 'I.-:v'ilh :hf:'

Y the government of India. I

T_h:‘lt alree

signing of G

I e S .
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private managements of educational inslilulions
in Kerala associated with the ludicrous agenda of
the feudal classes in the late 1950°s =they are lrying
to woo the corporate bourgeoisie in this non starter
of astruggle which they wish to launch in the year
2006.

It is in this context that the transformation from
missionary zeal o capilalist avarice is taking place
in the educational sector of Kerala. The lerms
currently being discussed in relation to education
are those like “upii.ﬂ investmenlt”, “annual
returns”, “profit margin” elc so much so that one
wouldn't imagine that education is the central topic
being discussed. The people of Kerala are much
indebted to the missionary zeal that has enabled
this state to achieve its past glories in the ficld of
education. The people of Kerala have hugely
returned this favaor by providing public assets to
the private institutions in the state and in doing so
they were fully aware of the public service rendered
by these institutions. Thus it came about that acres
of land and other amenities were handed over to
these private managements and the Government
even took up the responsibility of paying the
academic and ministerial staff in these institutions.
However when these managements attempt to align
with the corporate world and turn Kerala into an
educational market. The people of Kerala will rise-
as they always have risen- to close the floodgates
of neocolonial interventions. Thus it is for the
managements to prove their loyalty to this state and
the immortal ideals and values that have resulted
in the creation of modern Kerala.
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Dr. N.K. Jayakumar

Professor, Head and Dean Facully of Law, Kerala University

The Kerala Professional Colleges Act, 2006

Towards Social Justice
and Excellence

The most perplexing problem
in the field of higher education
in India today is perhaps that of
harmonizing social justice and
excellence, in a highly
hierarchical and caste-ridden
society, which has passed
though centuries of
discrimination and oppression,
equality demands a policy of
protective discrimination.
Economic inequalities which
have always existed, became

more accentuated as a result of

economic liberalisation and
privatization. It seems ironical
that the proponents of
liberalization and privatizalion
in higher education project
excellence as their goal. The
reality is that the gravest threat
to both social justice and
excellence in higher education
comes from the policy of
liberalization and privatization,
which is only an euphemism for
commercializalion.

It is unfortunate that the
proponents ol privatization have
been able to exert a decisive
influence on educational policy
making at the national as well as
state levels. More unfortunate is
the fact that even the higher
judiciary is our country fell
under the spell of this particular
social philosophy, as the
decisions of the Supreme Court
in Pai Foundation (2002), Islamic
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The professional
education scenario in
Kerala was a perfect
model, an ideal blend

of social justice,

equity and
excellence, until
2001, when the UDF
Government adopted
aretrograde policy of
indiscriminately
sectioning the
starting of
professional colleges
to all those who had
applied for it.

Academy (2003) and Inamdar
(2005) amply illustrate. This
social philosophy is in sharp
contrast to the earlier approach
ol the Court revealed in Mohini
Jnin (1992) which elevated the
right to education at all levels to
the status of a fundamental
right. The Court observed that
the opportunity to acquire
education cannot be confined to
the richer sections of society,
and the ‘concept of teaching
shops was contrary to the
constitutional scheme and is
wholly abhorrent to the Indian
culture and heritage’. The
question whether there is any
fundamental right to establish
an educational institution,
which has either been answered
in the negative or evaded by the
Court till then, was answered in
the affirmative in Pai
Foundation. But right to
education, beyond the age of 14
years, the Courl held, was nota
fundamental right.

When the Supreme Court
unashamedly declares in Pai
Foimdation that "it is well
established all over the world
that those who seek professional
education must pay for if”, it
reveals not only their ignorance
of the global scenario, but also
their subservience to a pro-
privatization philosophy. It
seems doubtful whether a
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“ _ this court cannot shut itS

LA RN

eyes to the hard realities of
commercialization of education and
evil practices being adopted by
many institutions to earn large
amounts for their private or selfish

ends. .......

The KPC Act has attempted to
translate the above principle
enunciated by the Supreme Court
into reality through its provisions
regulating admission and fee

structure.

subsequent Bench of the Supreme Court, not to
speak of High Courts, will be able to liberate itself
from the clulches of this philosophy laid down
by a 11 Judge Bench of the Supreme Court.

The pro privatization policies of State
governments, encouraged by the Union
Governmenl and fortified by judicial decisions
from time to time, resulted in mushrooming
growth of thousands of ’self financing’
professional colleges all over the country in a
decade (1995-2004) The almost total exclusion of
the SC, ST and socially and economically
backward classes from these institutions was
clearly a negation of the constitutionally
enshrined concepl of social justice. The final blow
was struck by the Supreme Court when it
categorically declared in Inamdar that the State
cannot insist on private educational institutions
which receive no aid [rom the Stale to implement
State policy on reservation for granting admission
on lesser percentage ol marks, i.e.,, on any
criterion excepl merit” In order to nullify this parl
of the judgment, the Conslitution (93"
Amendment) Act was passed, which authorised
the Slate to make special provisions, by law, for
the advancement of any socially and educationally
backward classes of cilizens or for 5C and the ST in
educational inslitutions including privale
educational institutions, whether aided or unaided.
Bul the Amendment speciflically excluded
minority educational inslitutions from Lhe
purview of this provision.

The professional education scenario in Kerala

[ KERELA PANATE
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was a perfect model, an ideal blend of social justice,
equity and excellence, until 2001, when the LD
Government adopted a retrograde policy o
indiscriminately sectioning the starting o
professional colleges Lo all those who had appliec
for it. The organized strength of so called ‘sel
financing” professional college managemenl
emboldened them to challenge the authority o
the State to impose any regulalory measures on
them. The mounting popular pressure and growing
agitations forced a reluctant government to enact a
law in 2004, The law was, however, a non starter
due to court intervention, even though it had
conceded the power of the management to admit 50%
of students on the basis of their own entrance test
and to fix their own fee. The twin objectives of
social justice and excellence were totally
overlooked in the Act. In the absence of any effective
social control, the self financing professional
colleges in Kerala degenerated into purely
commercial enterprises, rendering words lite
sucm! Justice and excellence quite irrelevant.
ILisin l‘h':s backdrop that we have to attempt
HIT evalualion of the Kerala Professional Colleges
o o CaPlalon Fee Regulation o
Other Munl:uw."i Lo EJTL,' .l,HETxP]"“mw:“ s &".Lf
in PI‘Hfl',‘iHEHII.‘IIIL l'-l!m:-':tl'"L ity ﬂl‘-td1l:xcc||t.'t‘lLL
by the LIJI-’(hww‘rmmzl :t."ﬂim‘l, 2'0% etroluesd
by the Kerala Ln-gi:htu‘{ ::L ,unﬂmmmmly Fn‘?s.cd
and perspective are ri -llLlI h:_wt'mh]}:_ Tha prigrithes
long title and umtqlnhl 1}: Fellected iy the ralbcr
Act. An analysis of the Yy lengthy preamble of the
provisions clearly reveals a




commilment lo the objectives of social justice and
excellence.,

The 93" Amendment, which will remain a
dead lellerin the absence of follow up legislation,
comes Lo lite though S.10 of the Act Inaddition Lo
reservation of 107 seats tor SC /ST ad 25% for
SEBC, the Act, ina bold inpovation, sels aparl 12%,
seals for those who are nol |'|i’;'iill'|l" lor any
reservalion, onomeril cum means basis, and 3%
for ]‘Ih}'!ﬂit‘.‘l”}' t']'l.'lui'lll._‘,l‘d persons. Since such
reservation i= nol constitulionally ordained, the Acl
}1,1\1.'1'1.{-.1:: tor g consensus based onmuatual agrecment
between the unaided professional college and the
Govermiment. Needless to add, in e absence of any
such agreement those seals will go Lo the general
merit pool.

In the matter of admission, the Act places meril
at the focal point by providing for strictly merit
based admission, on the basis of the rank list
prepared by the Commissioner for Entrance
Examinalions, to 70% of sanctioned intake. The
Act deviates from the principle of merit in the case
of 15% NRI seats and 15% privilege seats . While
NRI guota has been found permissible by the
Supreme Court privilege seats find justification
in the peculiar situation prevailing in the State.
One criticism that has been leveled against the
Actis thatithas reduced seats in the general merit
quota to just 18% This criterion is based on a
narrow and padantic concept of merit, identifying
it only with one’s score in a multiple choice test.
The Act makes an attempt to synthesise the concept
of merit with the idea of social justice . In the coming
years, more sustained efforts are need to evolvea
rational and integrated approach to merit on the
basis of performance as well as socio economic
parameters.

The criteria for identifying Minority
Educational Institutions are enumerated in 5.8 of
the Act. Those criteria are extremely realistic visa
vis the social conditions in the State and are
perfectly in tune with the objectives of the
constitutional right granted to religious and
linguistic minorities in Art30(1) of the Constilution
to establish and administer educational
institutions of their choice. It is also perlinent to
add that the said right is not absolute and is
subject lo regulatory powers of Lhe Stale. In the
case of minorily unaided Professional Colleges
also the Act stipulates admission in the order of
meril in accordance wilh inter se meril from Lhe
rank list prepared by CEE. It further provides thal
within the minority quota, 50% of seals shall be
filled up from among the socially and
economically backward sections from within the
minority on merit cum means basis.

The KPC Act makes an earnesl allempl lo
ensure that no student who has the aptitude and
ability to pursue professional education is denied

access Lo such education because he/she is
cconomically disadvantaged This is sought Lo be
achieved through a provision for [ree ships, which
has been defined as “full or partial remission of
Lition fee awarded 1o 5C ad ST and other socially,
cducationally and cconomically backward
seclions on meril cum means basis”. The
madalitios of awarding free ships have 1o be worked
ol carelully so thal the laudable objective of social
justice is achicvid.

Commercialization of professional education
reaches its peak through the exploitative practice
of capitation fee. The Act contains stringent
provisions lo curb the practice of collecting
capitalion fee by imposing a ban and prescribing
deterrent punishment in the form of
imprisonment upto3 years and a fine not less than
Rs.50 lakhs.

The Supreme Court despite ils pro
privatization approach, has repeatedly reiterated
that professional education shall not be
commercialized. There should not be any
exploitation and profiteering. The Court has also
emphatically asserted that merit alone should be
the criterion for admission. The Court rightly
observed :

“ ... this court cannot shut its eyes to the hard
realities of commercialization of education and
evil practices being adopted by many institutions
to earn large amounts for their private or selfish
ends. If capitation fee and profiteering is to be
checked, the method of admission has to be
regulated so that the admissions are based on
meril and transparency and the students are not
exploited. It is permissible to regulate admission
and fee structure for achieving the purpose just
stated. “ (PA Inamdar v State of Maharasitfr= (2005)
6 SCC 577, 605)

The KPC Act has attempted to translate the
above principle enunciated by the Supreme Court
into reality through its provisions regulating
admission and fee structure. To the question
whether the KPC Act is a wonder drug, that will
cure all ills in the body of professional education
in our state and ensure social justice and
excellence, the answer, undoubtedly must be in
the negative. These objectives can be achieved
only through long term policies and planning,
involving concerted efforts of the government,
Universities, and statutory professional bodies.
The KIPC Act can be hailed as a move in the right
direction. Whether this move will be followed up
by further determined effects to achieve the
objectives of social justice and excellence, not only
in professional education, but also in all levels of
education, will certainly depend on the public
support for the implementation of the present Act.

keynote address at AKPCTA
workers camp held at Ernakulam.
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A Background note on

THE Kerala State Planning Board has
serious reservations both on the approach of
the Approach paper of the Planning
Commission and on a number of specific
points, The basic emphasis of the document
is on an acceleration of the growth rate,
which, both directly and indirectly (by
generaling greater revenue for appropriate
State expenditure), is supposed to reduce
poverty and unemployment. This
presumptlion is untenable. It is not the
magnitude of the growth rate, but the nature
of it, and hence the regime within which it
occurs, that is crucial for poverty and
unemployment.

The decade of the nineties has witnessed
an acceleration of the growth rate. And yet at
the end of the decade, in 19992-2000, 74.5
percent of the rural population was poor,
precisely in the sense that the rural poor are
officially defined, viz. with a calorie intake
of less than 2400 per person per day. (This figure is
arrived at without making any adjustments to the
“contaminated” NSS data; adjustments would raise
it further). In 1973-74 the corresponding figure was
56.4 percent. Rural poverty, in the strict sense
defined by the central government itself, appears to
have increased, or al the very least not declined,
despite the significant acceleration in growth rate.
(The decline shown by the Planning Commission
is methodologically faulty: it updates a “poverty
line” by using the Consumer Price Index for
Agricultural Labourers which only partially covers
the consumplion baskel of the labourers). If growth
acceleration has left rural poverty untouched at
best, then more of the same would hardly make any
difference to poverty. On the conlrary, it would only
accentuate inequalities even further.

The magnilude of poverly is linked essentially
to unemployment. If growth remains “jobless” then
no amount of acceleration in it would ever reduce
poverty. The Planning Commission’s presumplion
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The Approach Paper 10 the
Fleventh Five year Plan

is that the growth of labour demand will increase
with the growth of GDP, especially if GDP growth
is based significantly upon the manufacturing
sector. But there is no evidence for this. The elasticity
of employment with respect to output does not
appear to remain constant, either for the economy
as a whole or for the manufacturine sector: on the
contrary it declines as growth rate ?m:rensr.:s. And
!he declineisso sharp thata 12 percent growth rate
in manufacturing, where it has occurred on a
suslained basis, has been accompanied by an
employment elasticity of 0.08, implying a mere 1
percent growth in emplovment. [t I'Dl.lm\; then that
th emphasis on the timgnitmiu of growth is
n‘.:sphlcccl. The Approach Paper talks about the lot
of the “average Indian” improving faster through
Ea:uwlh acceleration; but this “average Indian” isa
piece of fiction. The Planning Cummiasim;’s
slatement is analogous to saying that a person

whose head isin th
8 e freezer and feet over fire is *
over fire is “on
average” comfortable.




CONCEPTUAL LACUNA

Of course the Approach Paper visualizes an
increase in the rate of agricultural growth to 4
percent, which is ~.uppn:vd to have a significant
jmpmt on rural unemplovment and poverty. But
there is a serious conceptual lacuna here. The
problem w ith the Indian economy of late should be
seen ot just as Lthe stagnalion ol agricullure, but
above all as the slagnation of peasant agriculture.
The relevant category inother words is not sectoral
but social, And this makes a world of difference Lo
our understanding of the remedies. If the problem
was merely one of increasing agricultural growth,
then corporate agriculture and contracl farming,
as endorsed by the Approach Paper, should make
eminent sense. Bul if the problem is one of
protecting and promoting peasant agriculture, then
encouraging corporate players to enter the field and
promoting contract farming, could have a further
adverse impact on the peasantry, pushing it further
towards destitution, causing even larger numbers

The basic empfmszs Gf ﬂm docune
the growth rate, which, both directly and

obliviousness to this issue, arising from its
exclusive use of sectoral as distinct from social
categories, that it actually advocates a further de-
reservation of items hitherto reserved for the small-
scale seclor, which would only compound the crisis
of petty production. Likewise leaving peasants to
the merey of multinational corporations which
would direc tly interact with them as purchasers of
their products, as sellers of inputs to them, and as
contracting parties (within a regime of contract
farming) will only aggravate their dire conditions,
given the massive mismaltch in their respective
bargaining strengths. This would only worsen the
crisis of the petty production sector, and, in the
context of the incapacity of the expanding organized
sector to absorb more workers which was noted
above, accentuate rural unemployment and
poverty.

If obsession with the quantitative magnitude of
growth constitutes one major lacuna of the

Appmach Faper then its mab:l:ty to pmpmnt the
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of suicides, causing even greater rural
unemployment and destroying the rural economy
even further. The category of analysis in short is
fundamental and the Approach Paper uses sectoral
categories which are misleading.

What we have had in India is a phenomenon of
undermining of petty production, of peasants, of
craftsmen, and of the unorganized sector generally,
under the impact of the policies of “liberalization”,
which have opened them up to competition fmm
the world market, exposed them to price
fluctuations of the world economy, entailed a
drying up of institutional credit for them, and
brought about a withdrawal of government support
for them. We in Kerala have been witnesses to this
crisis of petty production, which has resulted ina
large number of suicides in Wyanad, and threatens
to reduce small fishermen and plantation workers
to destitution (especially with the spate of Free
Trade Agreements which the Union Commerce
Ministry has embarked upon).

It is a symptom of the Approach Paper’s
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nature of the crisis afflicting large segments of the
economy, to recognize that the crisis is not simply
one affecting particular sectors, but one that affects
petty production generally, constitutes its other
lacuna (inter-related with the first). To overcome
this crisis, support of the State is essential; pushing
petty producers into direct deals with MNCs or with
theco rporate sector in general, will only aggravate
the crisis. And the Approach Paper’s endorsement
of MNCs’ entry into agricultural retailing at the
expense of local traders, through an overcoming of
the latter’s “vested interest” (as if the MNCs are
devoid of any “vested interest”}, will only
generalize the crisis of petty production into a crisis
of petty production and petty trade. It will
addilionally throw large numbers of petty traders
out of business and work. In our view therefore the
State must interpose itself between the MNCs and
the corporate players on the one hand and the petty
producers on the other: this is the only way of
neutralizing the consequences of the mismatch in
their respective bargaining strengths.
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This requires a sirenglhening af the exlension
services provided by the State so that the |1L‘{!Fﬂ"l~‘-?
are nol deceived in (he matter of purchase E” seeds
and other inpuls. IL requires a strenglhening -1Il"‘-i_
widening ol the price-supporlt sysiem L‘_I'L'L'll‘tjlt after
the mid-sixties instead of a dismantling of il. It
requires a stricl enforcement ol ;"F'iﬂl'il}' seclor
lending norms instead of ther dilulmp through a
widening of the definilion af the priority seclor as
has been oceurring of late. And il regquires that if
contract farming is to be undertaken then the
contract cannol be bebween |"L‘{l}.‘ Pr't'thll.‘L‘rH and
the corporates alone; the State m ust inserl itsell as
aparty lo the contract lo ensure that the interesls of
the petly producers are properly defended.

LACK OF COMPREHENSION

The Approach Paper’s lack of comprehension
of the nature of the agrarian crisis manifests itself
inits attributing the “problems facing agriculture”
to the provision of subsidized power, to the under-
pricing of canal water and to the “preset system of
fertilizer subsidy”. In each case, it argues, the
provision of subsidy has resulted in over-use and
wasteful use of the relevant input and contributed
to agricultural stagnation. The Green Revolution
strategy itself required intensive use of fertilizers
and water. Water required power. Many have
criticized the Green Revolution strategy on the
grounds of its intrinsic unsustainability arising
from such intensive use. But the Planning
Commission’s argument emphasizes not this
strategy as such, but only the price-"distortions”,
as if “getting prices right” would have rid us

“costlessly” of the problem of intensive input use.

No evidence is given in the paper for the implicit
perception that it was not the intensive use of inputs
per se under the Green Revolution strategy, but only
the “over-use” arising from “price distortions” that
makes agricultural performance unsuslainable.
What is more, the document shows lack of
awareness of the consequences of removing these
subsidies, which would entail not “optimal” use
of these inputs, but a further squeeze on the
peasantry, through rising input costs in the context
of falling or subdued commodity prices.

Of course even if higher growth does not in itself
reduce poverty and unemployment, it provides the
State, as the Approach Paper notes, with the
wherewithal to do so. The Approach paper’s
emphasis on the need for State intervention to
reduce poverty, through the provision inter alia of
education and health services, is welcome. But the
paper's attitude towards such expenditure is

~ambiguous: it simultaneously asks for an increase
in user charges and a cul in subsidies, though not
necessarily for a small, deserving, targeled
population. Targeting however scarcely ever works.
It is well-known that the officially recorded BPL
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sopulation is far less than the actually poor, so Fhat
; Izﬁ' o chunk of the poor are left out of the ambit of
targgling- Besides, once the iogiﬂ of targeting is
acoepted, the tendency typically is to keep reducing
T lation. All over the
the size of the targeted popwat@ 70" 7 =
world, targeting within the Public DLstrﬂ‘:rut%on
System has been the prelude toa gradual winding
up of the system itself. Thus, while the Approach
Paper talks in one breath of the _need for State
intervention for reducing poverty, in the very next
breath it makes suggestions that enfeeble any such
intervention. An attempt to curtail food subsidy,
through a rise in issue prices or a restriction of the
scope of the PDS for instance, will undermine food
security of the people, and hence nullify the impact
of the provision of health facilities which the
Approach Paper recommends as an anti-poverty
measure. Indeed even the view that the withdrawal
of subsidies, which are not directly meant for the
poor, would not hurt them, is not necessarily
correct, since the withdrawal of such subsidies often
entails changes, such as rise in prices or cuts in
output, which do have an impact on the poor.
Thus the basic growth obsession of the
Approach Paper is misplaced. Higher growth
neither has a direct il‘npact on PQVE[‘I}" and
unemployment, nor necessarily provides the
wherewithal for enlarged anti-poverty intervenlion
by the State. On the contrary, the strategy visualized
for achieving such higher growth, entails an even
grealer squeeze on petty production and an even
ﬁ:ﬁglt’:rl_:enc:mcy to let the poor fend for themselves
ughculsi sidie :
the Pﬁlnning";igllzﬂmis' el g et
_ se in the country, instead of
getting bogged down in growth rate targets, should
startinsicad from the “other end”: by havmé targets
only with regard to employment, poverty reduction

and social sector achi
levements, and working out
ways to achieve them, ’ K8




The magnitude of poverly is linked

essentially to unemployment, I[f
crowth remains “jobless” then no

amount of acceleration in it would ever

reduce poverty. The Planning

Commission’s presumplion is thal the
crowth of labour demand will increase

 GDP growth is based significantly
- upon the manufacturing sector

with the growth of GDP, especially if
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JEOPARDISING CRUCIAL
NATIONAL INTERESTS

1f the Approach Paper’s obsession with growlh
rate lacks pertinence, several parts of the strategy il
advocales for achieving it are unacceptable. It
advocates the opening up of the mineral sector o
private capital, including MNCs. Since minerals
are scarce natural resources, their rate of extraction,
the prices charged for them, the conditions under
which they are extracted, the uses to which the
proceeds from their extraction are put, are matters
that should be socially delermined. It is for this
reason that in India and in the rest of the third
world, freedom from colonial rule was accompanied
by nationalization of the mineral sector which till
then had been monopolized by metropolitan capital.
The Approach Paper, without giving any valid
reason for it, wants this entire approach to be given
up. Itis not as if there are any lechnological reasons
for inducling private capital into mining, or any
change in the nature of capital which has made the
earlier decision to keep mines within the public
sector untenable. The Approach Paper’s suggestion
is purely gratuitous, with at best a relerence to some
financial argument, which, as argued below, is
theoretically untenable. We can not accept the
privatization of the minerals sector. The induction
of private capital (especially MNCs) not only
jeopardizes crucial national interests, but poses a
serious threat to the lives and conditions of the
workers employed in mines. (Experience from
wilhin the third world shows clearly thal privately-
owned mines have been the sites for more frequent
mineral accidents than publicly-owned ones).

The Approach Paper advocates “Public-Privale
Participation” as the stralegy of developmenl, nal
just in infrastructure but in almosl every seclor,
including social sectors like education. Nowhere
however is there any justification provided for PPP.

The fact that private players would like to
concentrate on the more lucralive seclors; the lact
thal the overhead sectors where they do come in
would entail increases in user charges, to the
detriment of the poor; the fact that in the absence of
such increases in user charges, the State has to
provide subsidies, which, given its self-imposed
linancial constraints (and in the absence of
possibililies of cross-subsidizalion owing lo ils
wilthdrawal in favour of PPP), would effectively
mean Lhe exclusion of large segments of the
population from such overheads altogether; and
the fact that even when such subsidies (in the form
say of guaranteed rates of return) are provided, they
are liable Lo seriously misused as in the case of the
Dabhol plant of ENRON; are all well-known. There
is however a deeper point. A change from public
seclor to PPP affects the basic structure of the
economy. Il cannot occur without a national debate
and the emergence of a national consensus. For this
there have lo be valid and basic arguments. The
financial argument on the basis of which PPP is
justified is not of a basic over-riding nature: a
sovereign Slate can never be considered to be
intrinsically devoid of investible resources. Besides,
it is entirely spurious, based on a conceptual
confusion between savings and finance.

CONCEPTUAL CONFUSION

An act of investment does not require a prior act
of saving; it generates, leaving aside capital inflows,
an amount of savings equal to itself. An act of
investment however requires finance for carrying
it out which is not the same as saving (the excess of
income over consumption). Hence government
investment is never constrained by government
savings, just as capitalists’ investment in no
capitalist economy is ever constrained by
capitalists’ own savings. To argue for PPP on the
grounds that the government does not have enough
resources therefore makes no theoretical sense. If
the government could not raise finance then the
matter would be different; but this obviously is not
the case. The case for PPP may be argued on other
grounds, e.g. the supposedly better management of
privale units or the supposedly greater efficiency
of privalely-run units; but these grounds have to be
established. The Approach Paper does not do so,
but advances instead a spurious financial
argument. This spuriousness is evident not only
from the theoretical argument just given above, but
also from Lhe fact that even when public enterprises
have had financial resources they have nonetheless
been encouraged Lo take the PPP route (e.g. the
freight-corridor project of the railways).

The Approach Paper, in a circumlocutory
manner, advocates labour market fHexibility as a
means of expanding employment in the organized
manufacturing sector. This position can be
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advanced, and has been, on Lhe basis of .tf"'"“
possible arguments: one, labour market flexibi Ili_}]*i
by allowing a reduction in the real wage rate, Wit
generale larger employment througha shifl tomorc
labour-intensive techniques; hwo, Inlmnrl nmat Lll'll
flexibility, by improving “investors’ confidence i
will generate larger investment and e nwee j*.r'l‘-'l| e
labour demand. This posilion, no matter which
theoretical roule we take, is based on a false
argument. The “choice ol Ivdmiqurﬂ'i argument nol
only presumes the existenee ot amyhical "aggrepale
production lunction”, buta lso ignores the demand
side altogether. Any cul in real wage rale resulls
immediately in a reduction in the level of consumer
demand. Since the level of investment can only
change, if at all, over lime, this means a fall in
aggregale demand, and hence in employment.
Hence the first argument is false because a fall in
the real wage rate, instead of increasing
employment, actually reduces it. And when this
happens, the lower demand in the econom y makes
businessmen reduce their investment plans, so that
the second argument too becomes false. Large
numbers of empirical studies, conducted at the ILO,
have also shown that the introduction of flexibility
into the labour market has no positive effects
whatsoever either on investment decisions or on
the employment profile. The Approach Paper’s
reviving the demand for labour market flexibility is
theoretically indefensible, and completely
unacceptable.

A second gratuitous demand of this genre which
the Approach Paper makes, though again in a
circumlocutory manner, is for capital account
convertibility. Such convertibility, by making it
possible for domestic citizens, not just foreigners,
to take out or bring in funds freely, gives rise to
great volatility. It also keeps the economy deflated,
through government expenditure cuts, as a means
of retaining “investor confidence”. India could
escape the East Asian crisis of 1998 because she
did not have capital account convertibility at the
time. (The same is true of China). While the gains
from capital account convertibility are completely
dubious (it is likely to draw in speculative funds
rather than productive investment from abroad),
the costs to be paid for such convertibility are
enormous, in terms of both instability and
deflationary cuts in expenditure, which give rise to
stagnation, unemployment, and culs in social wage.
While even influential sections among those who
;Eand for liberalization have come out against the
mtrm:!ulction of capital account conver| ibility, il is
surprising to find the Approach Paper pleading
for it. Capilal Accounl converlibilily should be
avoided under all circumstances.

Many of these suggestions, whether on capilal
account convertibility or on PPP, derive from the
basic n1eed for infrastructural develupment
emphasized in the Approach Paper. Infrastructure
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spends upon
ot supply dep ocess. Alonga
.'1|1{L'Hl. ,[]I}L-{Flm-'{"t'I”""“t process. Along a growth
1.;5!:!1“

ing an increase in income ang
Lrajectory !*""”.“l_l :-:guie-rn infrastructure, such 4
weallh irw..|u.ulzl_}_::m| express ways, would be jn
JoNuER I Nernative growth trajector
short supply. Alongana : ‘I 1uc'-l;:,1 menit Wit y
which cmphasizes rurd {I[ X [E il ' a
* nator dogree of income and wealth equality, the
hnd-!“ t -hwill e }urmlnrmnnn“}’ of rura|
I;?[::*:;:’E;:_‘ILJI‘[.‘.Th(“ mnnun!.q::fil"r_"wmmcnt required
in the lwo cases will 1““1"'"""'”:” (Ilf&:rr.-?!. It follows
then that the so-called mfrastru::ltllrl ’"‘{Eﬁlmmt
need that the Approach IJﬂ_P”rtalkf‘a outisitselfa
product of (he specific trajectory of development,
wilh accentuating inequalities, that we hav.? bf‘fe“
having; it is not some independently given, objective
requirement. By the same token however lhES.E‘ne-Edg
will never be satisfied. With the p:erpetuatmn of
inequalizing growth, the need for infrastructural
investment will keep mounting. _[n short,
infrastructure of the sort that sustains and is
demanded by the inequalizing trajectory of
development that we have had in the recent period,
constitutes an area of perennial excess demand, a
bottomless sink sucking in investment that never
succeeds in overcoming this excess demand. The
only way of getting out of this bottomless sink is to
opt out of this particular growth trajectory itself.
But the Approach Paper, as already mentioned,
remains stuck in this trajectory. :
The Approach Paper talks of encouraging
“partnerships” between Civil Society
Organizations and PRIs, and also of associating
Civil Society Organizations in the evaluation of Plan
programmes. While a number of Civil Society
Drga_mzatmns have done admirable work in
hEIp'r.lg PRIs and in raising the level of
consciousness of the people regarding Plan
F;;gt;a;gﬁlaé‘i ::f]%ightsf one cannot ignore the
kinds. Many are fuzfde;ggmfam?m ALeRt varions
and agencies and carry Qgerc:;rel-l Eﬂhg{?'u'&mﬁl'l{ﬂ:%
concerns, the outlook and SO SN Wk e
donor ag;ncies. Man ﬂﬂ:"; H‘-IE P;edllmtlom i
of foreign guvnrnmer{'t; 1'.:.'1&;111;: i o
and agencies. There is need

%E: z:'u)c:trmormg the role of these CSOs themselves.
nier on them ndiscriminately a monitoring

:I?Efn?:;:rﬂi ‘;T;;rk P:;f the elected bodies of the State
o romeal ‘@, r!n Programmes, constitutes a
st 1 otdemaocracy. This is especially so since
CSe organizatlions are net themselves i va
accountable to the People. Likewise “IF}:I!;E];RIJ;

f:li{:;\ld Ef frl:ekln take the help of CSOs if they so
i _d. make them dg 50 constitutes an
abridgement of their freedom.
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SCRAP FRBM ACT IN TOTO

The Approach Paper’s suggestion foramending,
the FRBM Act is welcome. 1L makes the poinl that
the focus on revenue deficil should be abandoned,
since a number of ilems of expenditure which
contribute to human capital formation are listed as
revenue rxpvndilurv. Nm'mnil}'. the opposite point
ie made, namely that it is the revenuae deficil rather
than the fiscal deficil which should be restricled:
while a government must nol “consume” beyond
ils income, its borrowing for capilal formation
chould not be rowned upon. While this latler
argument is persuasive, the Approach paper is
right in suggesting that in the Indian system where
revenue expenditure does not reflect pure
“consumplion” even the revenue deficil should not
be arbitrarily curtailed. It follows then that the
FRBM Act should be taken off the statute book in
tolo, since it makesno sense to put a ceiling either
on the fiscal deficit or on the revenue deficit.

In any case, there is no theoretical justification
whatsoever for putting a ceiling on the fiscal deficit.
The idea that a rise in the fiscal deficit causes a rise
in interest rates (if it is not monetized) or inflation
(if it is monetized), is both theoretically erroneous,
and empirically unfounded. Its theory is wrong
because in a demand-constrained system where idle
capacity, surplus foodgrain stocks and substantial
foreign exchange reserves exist, there is no danger
of inflation through a rise in the fiscal deficit; and
monetary policy can be used to ensure that the
interest rate rules at whatever level is considered
appropriate. Empirical studies have also shown
that there is no connection whatsoever between
fiscal deficits and (real) interest rates. This
obsession with curbing the size of the fiscal deficit
irrespective of the situation is a throwback to the
“principle of sound finance” which characterized
the policy of the colonial government, with
devastating consequences for the Indian economy.
Itis a relic of pre-Keynesian economic theory, which
is promoted by finance capital for its sectional
interests but which has no rationale as
macroeconomic policy. We favour the
discontinuation of the FRBM Act. This does not
mean encouraging fiscal irresponsibility; but fiscal
responsibility cannot be enforced through
meaningless formulae.

DEEPER MALAISE

The fact that such formulae, and the false theory
underlying them, have been thrust on the stale
governments via the Twelfth Finance Commission,
is symptomatic of a deeper malaise, namely a severe
curtailment of the rights, powers and authorily of
the state governments in recent years. The issue is
not one of the Centre versus the states; it goes much
deeper, to the strength and autonomy of the Indian
nation-State, of which both the Central and state

governmenls are conslituenl units. The
centralizatlion of financial powers in recent years
has been accompanied by greater permissiveness
wilh regard lo agencies like the World Bank and
the ADDB exercising control over “governance” at
the stale level, We have a simultaneous
combinalion of processes of centralization and
decentralization which are undermining the
strength of the Indian nation-5tate by giving a larger
say lo external agencies in the running of our
economy and polity. This centralization-
decentralization dynamic can be arrested only if a
proper balance is introduced between the powers
of the Centre and the states, a balance that is optimal
for the strength of the nation-State as a whole.
Instead of moving towards such a balance, we have

- been moving further and further away from it in

recent years. The process of this movement is worth
exploring.

In the decade of the nineties, while the ratio of
the Central government’s tax revenue to GDP had
declined, that of the states taken together had not.
And yet at the end of the decade most state
governments faced a fiscal crisis. The reason lay
partly in the reduced scale of transfers from the
Centre to the states, but to a large extent in the
exorbitantly high interest rates charged by the
Centre on the loans (including Plan assistance) it
gave to the states. The average interest rate on these
loans was in most cases higher than the rate of
growth of the net state domestic product, a sure
recipe for a fiscal crisis. This is the period when
state government debls escalated, which reduced
them to the status of mendicants. Successive Finance
Commissions in the recent period whittled down
the autonomy of the state governments even further.
The Eleventh Finance Commission took the
extraordinary step of making the transfer of
resources, which were Constitutionally due to the
states, dependent upon their fulfilling certain
“conditionalities” to the satisfaction of the Centre,
such as for instance the restructuring of the State
Electricity Boards. The Twelfth Finance
Commission while providing debt relief, made such
provision conditional upon state governments
enacting Fiscal Responsibility legislation.
Curiously, however, neither of these Finance
Commissions took the Centre to task for any act of
fiscal omission or commission on its part. Finance
Commissions in other words have acted more like
School monitors appointed by the Principal (the
Central government) to discipline recalcitrant
school children (the states) according Lo the former’s
nolions of discipline.

Kerala has been a particular victim of the
arbitrariness of successive Finance Commissions.
The per capita transfers to Kerala according to
Finance Commission awards have been lower than
the average for all states throughout the nineties
and subsequently. But the last two Finance
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Commissions have been particula rly harsh on the
slate. For the period 2000-05, covering the award of
the Eleventh Finance Commission, he slale is
eslimaled Lo have pot Rs. 3664 or. less than il would
have got if the criteria of the Tenth Finance
Commission had been applied. And during 2005-
10, the loss 1o the state by the same meastre is
estimaled al Rs. 6088 crores, In short the loss Lo the
stale under the awards of the last two Finance
Commissions, measured by the Tenth Finance
Commission’s criteria, amounts on average lo
around Rs. 1000 crores per annum. The
arbitraviness of these awards is manifest from the
fact that the Eleventh Finance Commission even
penalized the state for its performance on
decentralization, despite the fact thal the stale’s

pionecring role in decentralizing plan funds, prior

to the coming into being of that Commission, had
beenwidely appreciated, and is now being sought
tobe extended to lhe country as a whole: the criteria
applied by the Commission were obviously so
arbitrary and narrow that they failed to capture this
achievement.

The introduction of a uniform VAT regime,
which took away the discretion of state governments
to alter tax rates in the main sphere where they raise
their revenue, the sales ta %, was yel another blow to
the autonomy of the states. Today, since the VAT
rates are given to them and since their borrowing
limits are determined by the Centre, there is very
little elbow room available to states for garnering
resources. And the availability of even these
resources depends on their “behaving properly” to
the satisfaction of the Centre.

But it is not just in the matter of finances that the
power and authority of the states have got eroded.
A whole range of international treaties have been
signed which have an extremely important bearing
on the livelihoods of the people living in particular
states without any consultations whatsoever with
the concerned state governments. Likewise, tariff
policy which affects the people of particular states
has been pursued without any consultations with
the state governments. The same is true of food
policy. The list can go on. Kerala has been a
particular viclim of this too. And even now, though
the spate of Free Trade Agreements being signed by
the Union Commerce Ministry will have a serious
impact on the agricultural sector of Kerala, no body
has thought it fit to consull the slate government in
the malter. Since Kerala is a food imparting stale,
Central food policy has a crucial bearing on the
welfare of the people of the stale which has an
enviable system of public distribution; and yel,

important decisions regarding Lhe procurement
and public distribution regime for food are taken
by the Central government without an

consultations whatsoever with the state
government. The states in short have merely become
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the recipients of the Ir:.tmsl-"-"[“un?ﬁsmnfttcemmi
decisions withoul having any snjrl | atlers thay
wot them erucially. This is complelely contrary g,
afl L.l | it of our federal system; but the Approaeyy
:[1:.;5'.::1I.||~.v:~'. no mention of this fact wh ich certain]
h:\.-la animporlant bearing on ““'IPI‘F"””'I“E process,
Planning is concerned nol just with a el of
srowllh rate, resource mobilization, and expenditurg
ijn- vols: il also encompasses the erection of 4y,
_"'”'". 2 le cconomic regime within which plapg
IJI:!,HL::ET-I!SL‘iL'Ivni and implemented. The Plannip :
1i:”ﬂummi.c._v.iun'.f. holding these re;;iir?nal (‘ﬂnHEJllEItiﬂnR
is a welcome developmenl: il constitutes
recognilion of the fact that the country can advance
only though lhe inculcation of a stt of cn-
operalive federalism. But mo::e !;l;ar;;;g:sgi{it:s
ded here. There mus : Tiate
?ni?ituiinnnl structures. To m:_l‘»‘aljlcl}‘ _dlSCUSﬁlﬂn in
this area, we make the fnllqwmg initial proposals.
(i) All international treaties, such as the WTO
agreement, which the Union government signs,
must be ratified both by the parliament, and, where
they impinge heavily on state Furlunlea, by the
National Development Council. (Eveninthe U S,
Congressional approval is _l."l.{?EdEE.l before an
agreement signed by the Administration becomes
effective). (ii) Policies in a number of vital spheres
such as food pricing, procurement and distribution,
and tariff policies having overwhelming
consequences for particular states, should be
brought before the National Development Council
which should have the final decisive say in the
matter. (iii) Appointments to Constitutional bodies
like the Finance Commission which have the task
of adjudicating between the Centre and the states,
should be made by the President on the
recommendations of the Inter-state Coungil, and not
of the central government alone, (iv) There should
be appropriate legislation to ensure that the
nominal interest rate charged by the Centre on
loans to the states should not exceed a figure that
falls short by a stipulated margin the average
nominal GDP growth rate over a specified past. (v)
The state governments, vying with one another to
attract‘privare, including foreign, capital to their
respective states, are making ever larger concessions
to such capital, which js detrimental in the long-
run. Their bargaining Strength is greatly reduced
as they undercut each other. The NDC must work
oul guidelines within whjcly the states seek lo
attract private invest ment, and these must be strictly
enforced. (vi) Differen| states have already deviated
from the regime of uniform VAT rates, Tlfjrs de facto
slale of affairs musy pe made de jure with the
prescription only of a sat of minimum VAT rates
and the extension of freedom to states to exceed
this minimum. A movement along this route can
put our federal Polity on a sounder footing and

strengthen OUr nation-State which i essential for
our freedom in this “globalizeq* world
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Towards faster

and

Mmore

inclusive growth

A short critical note on the draft proposals

on education in the approach paper for the

Eleventh Five Year Plan

Introduction

The draft approach paper for 11* FYP( 2007-2012)
prepared in the backdrop of the record GDP growth
rate (7% as against the plan target of 8%) highlight
the need for restructuring policies to achieve a new
vision of growth that will be much more broad -
based and inclusive. Traditionally, rapid economic
growth has been an essential component of our
abjective of planning. With population growing at
1.5% per annum, a high growth rate of GDP
(between8% and 9%) can ensure doubling of real
income within a ten year period. Policies are also
required to distribute this increment in income and
output among different classes of people and
regions of the country. So the emphasis on faster
economic growth, benefiting different sections and
regions of the country in the approach paper is
important and a strategy for the attainment of these
goals has to be devised in 11* FYP.

Empowerment Through Education:

The approach paper recognizes the fact that
education is the most critical element in
empowering the people with skills and knowledge
and giving them access to productive employment
in the future. It rightly points out that all children
should be able to get as much education as they are
capable of getting, irrespective of their parents’
ability to pay. Economic development involves both
quantitative and qualitative changes in the society.
Sectoral policies aimed al improving the livelihood
support and increasing employment are Lo be
formulated in the Plan. But the modern non- income
indices of economic development place emphasis
on the development of human resources and
empowering the people. The different layers of

education in the economy have to be properly

developed for this.

a) Elementary Education: (S 5 A)
In 2004-05 the funding of elementary education
by way of the levy of 2% education cess
earmarked for the Sarva Shisha Abhivan
produced good result in enrollment. The draft
paper notes that the drop-out rate in primary
schools for the country as a whole remains at

‘There should be provision for
_special assistance to states like
 Kerala for implementing the second
generation higher education
development programmes . The
~massive public investment incurred
- by Kerala on its education sector
- can be used for future development
~if Plan fund are provided to the state
- by way of special plan assistance.
- So the 11" FYP document should
-~ Include programmes based on the
- NCMP of the UPA govt, aimed at
. ensuring both equity and quality in
b higher education. -

o
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31% in 2003-04. This has to be reduced and

climinated altogether for both genders and all
social groups. It highlights the need for a
decentralized system of school management
including the local management committees of
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parenls and people i
accountable to the local sell
Eleventh FYD aims al creating th
infrastructure and the gquality and |
teaching i all echools al parw ith

Rendriva vVidvalas. The plan o nmenld
drenpthening the pres s hool componenl il

1ICDS contre I making the Loy o |'|i||”ll1r;l|
Education (EC1) ander the S5A [ hie s ol
e community could e ashed o il the
cchools on a weekiy basis 1 Hyie connection. 1
will serve the dual purpose ol enriching et Tuld
and making the elderiv teel patt ol v ecducaling
process. S0 the development of the child s al
the centre of the 1 1 Plan document.
b) Helping the Disadvantage Children
The Plan docament outlmes eflorls lo identily
and mamstream streel children , dilferently
abied and other disad vanlaged children. The
learning difficulties children from socially
disadvantaged families are menlioned as
special case in the approach paper. Public
private participation is envisaged in operaling
1CT in schools through appropriate models
acceptable to the states. This is a new initiative
proposed in the Plan document which requires
further elaboration and consultation at the state
level for effective implementalion.
Secondary Education
The 11* FYP document highlights the need for
a progressive rise in the minimum level of
education towards high school level or Class X.
The general education strategy will therefore
have to be built on a long term perspeclive for
improving the quality of basic education up lo
Class X and providing access Lo all children in
the age group of 6-16 to this level.So a new
mission for secondary education - 55A-2 —to
cover uplo class X is envisaged in the 11" FYP.
The Plan document calls for evolving strategies
for secondary schooling that will emphasize the
primacy of public responsibilities for providing
secondary schooling and scope for private
schools in complementing the public efforl.lt
calls for the introduction of the voucher schemes
to promote both equily and quality in schooling
, the details of which is nol properly elaborated
in the Plan document. It mentions the need for
selling up secondary schools in rural areas and
combining upper primary with the secondary
sch:mlﬁ_ and serving a cluster of villages.
d) Technical/ Vocational Educalion
The Plan document notes that with the
development of the tertiary sector, there is the
urgent need for increasing the number of ITls in
the_"‘_’“””)’- The scope and the content of there
training should be made relevant 1o the needs
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seclor. tion Need for Reorienting

Ti Educa
¥ :’2%12::5 at the Central and State Levels

The UN has declared the ten years from :J.:’Jf,f to
20014 as the’ Decade of Education Fnrjjuatinna‘f;:lif
Devc]npmcnt-' [t calls for reorienting its rj*
programes 10 include the changes required 1o
promote sustainable develupment.There are other
international initiatives with relevance for the
education sector are the Millennium
Develnpmentﬂoah, Education For All, United
Nations Literacy Decade, Quality Education For
A1l (2004). In the Indian context there is need for
formulating policies in the FYP in line with these
international commitments and to ensure equit;
and excellence in higher education. This inturn calls
for change in the structure and content of higher
education policies and institutions. The NCMP has
clearly spelled out programmes in this direction
This has to be reflected in the Plan document of the
11* FYP. Unfortunately this not fully reflected i»
o i document released by the Planning
Ccm.n'ussi::m, Theltnrget of 6% of GDP allocation
foreducation and in that 2% for higher educatione
Shﬂu%d be ensured both at the centr:ﬁ and state level.
Add“i_'-mﬂl Resource mobilization by wayv of
educational cess and fair and equimblu} share to
the st_att*:: f rom the resources so collected call for
dmst}lc policy changes at the planning commission
levelitsell. Fund should be set apart £ ding
scholarships - setapart tor providing
ps and soft loans tor the economically
backward students. There is for e FE
modernizing, higher educ “_- < r.-L Apanaing df“,
in the emerging areas iu: l:l:l:‘. - 'ilh new courses
research oriented .\i[llulil‘*‘i ini ‘l:‘lL }_.:.‘HPIHNS ﬂm:i
Job- oriented courses t X er disciplinary areas.
i ses taking into account the

opportunities the local and *lb | ccoun
be developed and § li ,'.L & :‘del markets should
unded. The Plan documents
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- Select funding for creating island of excellence
in universities and colleges should be
discouraged.

- Revamping the curriculum ele aimed al
improving quality should not be confined 1o
high end institutions which enroll only less
than 2% of the Indian students in the higher
education system

- Resource generation through the self-
financing model should be stopped and public
fiﬂ'ldiﬂgl‘hﬂllld e ﬂcf‘:‘-"p‘lﬂd nﬂliﬂﬂﬂ“}’ﬂs norm
in higher education.

- Internal resource generalion by ‘duly and
realistically raising fees ‘should not in no way
deny the access to higher education to the
weaker seclions of the society

- Realizing the fee through the loan based
system shift the responsibilily of funding
higher education from state to the shoulders
of the students. This philosophy of funding
should not be accepted in the FYPs.

- Need for revamping the Examinations at the
national level is a right step .

- The suggestion of setting up national level
testing and examination centers can influence
quality of higher education in a positive way.

- The emphasis on the development of open -
university system should not be at the expense
of the regular system.

The state of Kerala has crossed most of the national
targets in the school education. But the technical /
higher education sector in the state require central
plan funding lo ensure greater expansion and
quality in this sector. There should be provision for
special assistance to states like Kerala for
implementing the second generation higher
education development programmes . The massive
public investment incurred by Kerala on its
education sector can be used for future
development if Plan fund are provided to the state
by way of special plan assistance. So the 11" FYP
document should include programmes based on
the NCMP of the UPA govt, aimed at ensuring both
equity and quality in higher education. The national
priorities and the state —specific problems should
be reconciled in the final Eleventh FYP programmes
for faster and more inclusive growth.
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Child Labour is generally defined as work that
deprives children of their livelihood, potenlial and
dignity, and which is harmful to their physical and
menlal development. Among this the unconditional
worsl forms are slave labour, prostitution,
parlicipants in armed conflicts, illicit traders, and
the hazardous forms comprise work that exposes
children to danger and jeopardize their physical
and moral health. Child labour in the age calegory
5-14 in 2000 was estimated to be 250 million, 66%
of this were classified as working under hazardous
forms of child labour of all child labour. OFf all the
child labour in the world, 60% is stated to oceur in
Asia, 23% in sub-sahara Africa, 8% in West Asia
and Latin America, and 6% in North Africa. In sub-
sahara Africa, 29% of children are active as child
labourers, the participants rate is 19% in Asia, 16%
in Latin America, 15% in North Africa, and only
2% in developed countries. In the 1980s, the 1LO
estimated Lhat there were 50 million child labours,
of which 98% were living in developing countries.
Indiais supposed to be responsible for 1/3" of the
child labour incidence of the world, A number of
NGOs as well as most weslern sources stale that
India has more than 100 million child labourers,
which is Lo say aboul half of all children between
the age of 6 and 14 engage in child labour.

Extent of FDI in India
a) 100 percent FDI in India

Advertising and films, compuler related
services, pollulion control and management
services, urban planning and landscape services,
health related and social services, travel related and
social services, road lransport services, maritime
transporl services, inlernal waler transporl services.
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b) FDI with Caps in India

Private banking (49%) insurance (26%) domestic
airlines (40%). Basicand mobile services (49%) print
media (26%), defence production (26%)

¢) FDI not permitted in India
Gambling, betting, lottery, retail trade,
agriculture plantation. Excepl tea plantation.

India’s Largest Companies

The ‘Analyst’ ranked 500 top companies in
India among 4650 companies that are listed on
Bombay Stock Exchange. 500 companies were
selected on the basis of net sales. Besides other
parameters like PAT, PBDIT, Percenta gechange in
Net sales market capitalization, EPS, Net Fixed
Assets, and Return on Net worth, also have been
taken to give a more comprehensive picture of the
performance of the companies,

The top 500 companies were selected and
ranked on the basis of net sales, Also macro
classification of industries were done to simplify
the industry calegories. First 25 companiesare given
below for information,

S e

L e
‘Rank’  Campany © 13 Chea Peimieum cone
1 IndiaOileooperation 14 GAlL

‘2" RoliancoIndustes’ 15 Adani Exports -

3 “Hiduslan Petroloum 16 Kochi Refinerios. -

4 . BPC 17 "IBP Do, E L

5  ONGC 18 Lassen & Tonrbo -

6 S8 19 ICICI Bank .
bRan - BAIL a0 {Udyag -0 e
‘B NTPG s PNB el e
9  Hindustan tﬁire‘ra;;ii%_i‘%%%‘;%
1 Bharat Heavy Eleclricals
N Talasles astela
d2 MMTC  Hidaleolndustries

o

: e S dis
SRS s R S e e

B |



-,ni )]

(o tezma¥ ORI [and
el Jnr;!m! Pty wld ii‘.l-"’""“.-f

POt

(@000 clcloon:

633

waamlane edlalmaailogelsmilod
DA TeAALe0wl mywemyom)
mmn:m'hwammlumg MIBa “d)aldo’
B BRO0IMIA Lm0
UIRGOIT A Jiad
PICWIWID Q@I
e1nilo adnjsmomlad oiloaslasn)an
(eoowlod anwelleanenudanselaud
minadianoe miliamad
MIRIMISMe Galdbal Mg
mleig@nal mlebafllecoey.o)m,
- BOQID0) aleImRINe)5amud.
; .m&:hsmm‘!mgamram; cunsense) wlvloaln)e
: mn;m“hplmﬁmmmmomm
e rm1mmn§lm—;m’!m;mmmoa MDD D)o
o @“&Jﬁ@:ﬁ:ﬁmmm’lgmﬁﬂ
" maﬂg}rﬂﬂm} r:.emmr.un i
aflamoe. o.:'!g'la,ﬂ nﬂgn;rm;
mmc@}m& rmmwnm;eﬂm
f--mslnaaamw;g_ﬂ&ﬁﬁ Srae
txéunﬂs"lgg P;mﬂ u;no"h;ﬂam:;nn;

R

S

£

odoond i LAl
"'"3:-"'9-6«.@-'0.-':
\."‘" ‘2?

ik
S
s £

w‘-"uw.a

W{E
orReg
i
’fs'& 33

SR
_:wqw.

',;mi"’t
S

e

5

m;m g
Magﬁg:‘m @0 gaaarzﬂ na;ua

0

AT

-

St apricge
-_“m%t S
T

S

e

e
R
e

S

\1:?% ]
S

@
ﬁ

w

=
E
5

T peilindin. )
. éf:f’” §*f:?.§ S
»@%}’%ﬁk&* * ““&%ﬁ%éiiiméﬁﬁm G

O O @ AalOMo

ooy memm RInlome

D) OO (B0

D) MHTD HORKIIalMo
as)nilacion) 0% a1lod

allommd aloemosgemglod

mlnloe Lmunm"lsa:ﬁ mslmilnd
INAEMma HMETI 0} H:1OWI ) )0
M) MINIF) GdhG) AWM.

Economic focus cantd...

Monthly Tips
§ What is FDI?

Foreign Direct investment is an investment of
foreign assels into domestic structures, equipment
and organization.

§ Whatis single- brand Retail?

It means a whole-range of products sold under
a brand name. The Multi Nalional company Wall-
marl is o brand name in ils own right and thus can
sell all grocery and food products and several other
non-food items under a single brand name. India
allows 51% FDI in single - brand retails.
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1. Nature, 29 June, 2006, p. 1039

2. New Scientist, 24 June, 20006, p.14

3. Physics World, June 2006, p. 4

4. The Week, 1 July 2006, p. 17
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Board of Directors

12000

82 lakhs
3325 lakhs
1946 lakhs
3400 lakhs

No. of Members -
Paid up Capital ;
Deposits ™
Loan outstanding -
Working Capital =

H.O. Kaher:thzham Muvattupuzha- BBE 651
Branch : Kavumkara, Muvattupuzha - 686 673 K.S.R.T.C Jn. Muvattupuzha - 686 661

SPECIAL GRADE URBAN BANK

Phone 2833515
Head Office c 2832515
Kavumkara Branch 2831272

KSRTCJn Branch : 2831815

Chairman (Res.) CO484-26548686

General Manager (Res.): 2833372

Sri. 0. S. Binu, Adv. Goerge K. Kuruvila, Sri. V. J. Hubert

Sri. K. E. Jaleel, Sri. M. A. Saheer, Sri. 8. Vijayachandran Nair
Sri. V. M. Yousuf, Sri. V. K. Neelakanton, Smt, Shakkeela Subair

Sri. P. R. Muraleedharan
(Chairman)

Sri. P. P. Musthafa Pilla
(Vice Chairman)

Sri. V. A. Kunjumohideen
(General Manager)
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TU Convention: AIFUCTO
for Pay Review Committee

The Spensoring ( ommitlee of Trade Unions Faled
L A atienal Convenlion of Emplovees, Teachers omd
werhers i New P on 2526 Julyv st Tlhe we whinyg
class leaders metin New Delli 25-24 fuly 25 The
Comvention tocused on fulure course of uniled
crugsle against the pricvous impact of the
retroprade cconomic policies of the ¢ WVernmenl;
delay i the constitution of the oth Cpe and
resolving the urgent demand of Rs 1000 as Inlerim
Reliet as per the already agreed upon formula;
restoration of Right to strike; abolition of Pension
Privatization Bill, Anli-Labour Laws and Anli-
Employee Policies and the allied issues, AIFUCTO
also focused on 6% GDP for Educalion, UGC Pay-
Review Committee, Qualily Educalion for all
voung people, end Lo privalization 8§
commercializalion & Elitism in Education,
Strengthen Public-Funded Educalion Syslem;
introduce all social affirmaltive actions, stop the
entry of foreign universities under GATS, WTO and
the allied problems.

AIFUCTO Resents Stagnation

IN a press-release AIFUCTO has regretted that
hundreds of teachers working in universities and
affiliated colleges have been stagnating as they
have exhausted their pay-scale. The teachers have
not been granted annual increment.

Welcoming the decision of Punjab Govt to grant
ex-gratin increments on annual basis for the
teaching staff and Principals of Engineering
Colleges, Dr Tewari General Secretary AIFUCTO
has demanded that the similar benefit should also
be extended to the teaching staff of the
universities and colleges.

AIFUCTO slressed uniformity of approach to end
stagnation of the teaching staff and Principals
working in the universities and affiliated colleges.

MG UNIVERSITY SYLLABUS ANOMOLIES:
AKPCTA FORMS ‘'SHADOW’
' BOARD OF STUDIES

The Acadomic Committee of AKPCTA has
formod ' shadew' board of studies to avaluate the
revisat UG syllabus of various subjects of M G
Universily al a meeting held on Aug 12,2006 al C
M 8 College Kotlayarn, This is in the context of
serious anomalies in the syllabus reported fram
the teachers and students of affiliated collerjes in
the university area The subject committees
formed include experts of different specializations
from the universily and the college level, The
revised syllabus of (B Sc ) Chemistry, Physics ,
-Botany , Zoology ,Statistics ,( BA )English Part 1 &
Il, Malayalam ,and Hindi will be critically examinad
by these committees. The report of the various
commiltees will be presented in an academic
seminar scheduled on Aug 24, 2006 at C M §
College Kottayam, The report so finalized will be

- presented to the M G University authorities for
. Initiating corrective measures

AIFUCTO Demands
Action in Principal’s Murder

IN a press-release dated 21 July, the AIFUCTO has
strongly condemned the brutal murder of Princi-
pal, Chandershekhar Janta College, Gaya, Bihar by
the suspected land mafia on 15 July last. The killers
struck the eminent teacher and administrator in
broad daylight and shot him dead. It was targeted
to terrorize teachers and students.Dr V K Tewari,
General Secretary, AIFUCTO demanded immedi-
atearrestof the culprits and exemplary punishment
to restore Lhe confidence of teachers & students in
the law & order machinery in Bihar. The AIFUCTO
urged the Nitish Kumar Government to take stemn
steps to arrest the culprits as the teaching commu-
nity & students felt frustrated and insecure.
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PUBLISHERS & DISTRIBUTORS FOR

Malayalam, English, Children’s [iterature,
Fiction, Drama, Cinema, Journalism, Poetry,
Philosophy, Psychology, Sociology, Politics,
History, Economics, Commérce, Mathemafics,
Botany, Zoology, Chemistry, Physics, Medical,
Computer, Engineering, Law, Electronics,
Mechanical, Civil, Chemical Engineering,
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Fax: 0487- 2335642 Ph:0495-2703487 Kochi-682011

E-mail: cosmobooks@asianetindia.com | Fax:0495-2700049 Ph:0484-2353818
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AKPCTA RESPONSE TO THE DRAT

I AMENDEMENTTO M G RS
(1997) FOR AUTONOMOUS 0ot | b a MENDEMENT TO M G UNIVERSITY STATUTES

GES

To
The Registrar i
M G Universily July 31, 2006.
Kotlayam

1.While *'lFI’F“'“:“-‘“t"li_-} the M G Universities initiative in publishing the preliminary draft proposals to
.‘uﬂl‘ﬂi:i ment the ,ht_n tutes I"Jr_aumpumul.us colleges, we would like to make it clear that this exercise will be
meaningful only if the University extend the discussion to the grass root level involving the teachers,
students parents and the Government of Kerala, This is necessary not merely to assess the stake holders
ml":m‘q.t in Ehu proposed innovation, but also to involve them in the process of formulating the reform
policy itsell which is one of the prerequisites of for the success of any reform in a democratically sensitive
state like Kerala. 5

2. Any structural reform in higher education has to take into account the academic imperative of
providing quality education for all, in tune with the UNESCO's Geneva Declaration (20040 which take
into account the new role of human capital as the most crucial component of production in the emerging
knowledge society. It is obvious that the attempt should be to improve both quality and access
simultancously, rather than providing quality education for a few and mediocre education for the rest .

3. One of the prerequisites for fulfilling the above policy is to ensure greater financial support by the
state and central governments to enhance infrastructure in the existing institutions and to set up new
world class institutions to enable higher education institution to withstand global challenges.

4. The attempts by a section of the educational agencies to transform aided colleges with good
infrastructural facilities into self-financing autonomous colleges will not only lead to the privatization
of huge public assets built up in such colleges over a long period of time, but would also defeat the very
objective of providing quality education for all. Any statute amendment mave to enforce autonomy on
individual institutions according to the above formulation will be resisted.

5. Experience, well documented by studies conducted by UGC and NIEPA shows that both the
affihating and autonomous systems have their shortcomings. We have to redesign the existing svstem in
such a way as to enable us to move towards the goal of making the country a knowledge superpower as
outlined in the Planning Commission document "Vision 2020 (2002).

6. There is no doubt that greater autonomy to higher education institutions and individuals is an
imperative of any meaningful innovation in higher education. :

The relevant issues are: autonomy to whom and to what extent? In fact, higher education institutions
and individuals still have some autonomy, despite the efforts made by various agencies to undermine
autonomy of universities, teachers and students. We have to ensure that the present proposals do not
lead to further erosion of the autonomy of universities, teachers and students. Autonomy of higher
education institutions should be conceived and implemented in such a way to ensure greater academic
freedom coupled with institutional and social nr:u?mlfﬂgbihl}r on 'chfu part of all higher education
institutions including universities and colleges, and individ Llﬂrlﬁf especially teachers and students. This
implies that autonomy has to be relative, incremental and ]:mrli.mpn'tfa!'}r. o , o |

The supportive and regulatory roles of Governmentand Unr:.rurmtwﬁ in financial and ndnunmtra:nve
spheres will have to be ciearly defined to ensure that academic autonomy does not degenerate into
administrative and financial autonomy. _

7. At present, individual colleges inthe Hln_lie donol have adequa tul ncadvn:uu L-xpvrli:w and infrastructure
to face global academic challenges and their managements hn.-:n.- I1_li]v social co mmitment to withstand
global commercial temptations. If .f-iuclh colleges are given institutional autonomy, it is very likely that
they will end up as copy cats conducting I'T:ndy-l lo- serve courses promoted by multinational for-profit
Universities. Instead of innovation, imilation will bmja:unw e norm. Instead of equity, exploitation will

thrive, In the present context it would be more mﬂﬂ}ﬁil‘lﬂflil !ﬂ experiment Wi t’t} the concept of “Cluster of
lleges”; a proposal originally mooted by Kothari Commission and now being tried out in some states
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. . mmenre optimum utilization of availah)
with financial assistance from UGC. The advanlage is 1IlI11I- It].‘ “t::.'l :»r:l 1'1I ::1;-::I‘:rﬁlﬂh“ﬁhm@ﬂls- The C]U.'-‘-ierz
experlise and infrastructure. Such clusters cotikd h.u'ql‘ |m I.'”‘imnm additional investment by sharin
could jointly start new courses in emerging arcas with min Il also promole the concept of healthy
expertise and infrastructure available in difterent "“”"}1‘{.“" b “”_ N4 ‘ollaboration,
academic co-operation as an antidote o global commercial academic I :n-rx'rr.linr in higher educatiop

8. Autonomy imphies demoeratic decentralization of the powerstructl . --':1r'r‘ ih‘?!i!lltiﬂha]
institutions in favour of teachers and students which would naturally call for L!” Ir i -1} out f *';nd
social accoumtabyility on their parl, Freedom withoul -Ht'“l”llrlf‘il_”‘r' or accounta I” J‘ ‘;r:'-r;ﬁ:i_:h, Hr:[l ey
would be unsustainable and connterproductive in the long run. ”"f' unjversity im ' rl i 'u"rnuntf ;I-r]}-nﬁ
debate for evolving a proper mechanism [nr.f-ilnull'ﬂru.‘nu.*-ﬂ}f}Tl‘”r"”'lﬂl;l"’”' freedom and @ ability
on the part of the academie communily, i :

a T]lw1l‘niw|'.-;it‘u' has to take the teachers into confidence by assuring in clear terms Ih_'ﬂ it will m_]t_fml'
protect their -.*xi::lin:u. service conditions, bul will, in fact strengthen them irrl ﬂccnrd;?nr;_- 1.-.*'!:?'1 ”.w Hrd:'rht:rmﬂ[
responsibilities teachers will be called upon Lo perform while implementing any innovalive programme
tor the decentralization of the exisling struclure in higher education. _ )

In the light of the above observations, il is evident thal the statute amendment Pf“P“ﬁEd i connection
with the autonomous colleges by the university is insufficient and incomplete in several respects IE
ignores larger public accountability of higher education institutions, which de‘mands a ren_mde!mg of
existing structures in such a way as lo promote democralization of excellence in higher edygatmn. Greater
privileges should be accompanied by greater accountability. The following general conditions should be
insisted and incorporaled in any statute for autonomous colleges
a) Granting and withdrawal of autonomy should be based on the consent of the academic community
b)  Procedure for admission of students should be based on State and University norms.
¢} Procedure for appointment of staff and principal should be based on norms as applicable to Govt.

colleges

d) Constitution of the governing body, academic council, board of studies etc should be based on
democratic norms instead of nominations.

e) Colleges conducting unaided, off- campus and courses of other universities in India and abroad.
should not be classified as Aided affiliated college.

f)  The NAACand its grading should not be mentioned in a university statute and should not form as a
precondition for the autonomous status.

So the All Kerala Private College Teachers’ Association (AKPCTA) demands the withdrawal of the
draftamendment on autonomous colleges in its present form - A comprehensive statute amendment
should be introduced by involving all the stakeholders in hi
equity and excellence.

ghereducation enshrining the principles of

Dr Rajan Varughese
AKPCTA State Secretary
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GOVERNMENT OF KERALA
Abstract

KERALA STATE INSURANCE DEPARTMENT—STATE LIFE INSURANCE SCHEME— REDUCTION OF
INTEREST RATE—SANCTIONED—ORDERS I1SSUED

FINANCE (ESTABLISHMENT-D) DEPARTMENT
G. O. (P) No. 257/06/Fin. Dated, Thiruvananthapuram, 12th June, 2006.

Read— 1. G.O.(P) No. 1551 /2000/Fin. dated 15-12-2000.
| 9. XVII Actuarial valuation report of Kerala State Life Insurance
Fund for the period from 1-4-1996 to 31-3-2001.

ORDER

In the Government Order read above, the rate of interest of State Life Insur-
e was enhanced from 6% to 10% considering the higher rate of interest
Provident Fund Deposits. The present rate of interest of GPF &

ance Schem
prevailed then for

GIS is 8% per annum. . i _ _
aving roviewed the State Life Insurance Scheme in detail,

ent after h
have cﬁi?deég r;:;. reduce the rate of interest of the scheme from 10% to 8% per annum

with effect from the financial year 2006-07.

By order of the Governor,
K. SREEDEVI AMMA,
Additionanl Svcrcmry (Finance).
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Universily Granls Commission
BahadurShah Zalar Marg,
New Delhi 0002

P’h.: 2323887

[}

No.F2-16/2002(Ps) Dated: 219 June, 2006

The Registrar
All Universities

The Education Secretaries
All state Governments & Union Territories

The Officer incharge
All Regional Offices of UGC

Sub.: Regarding the extension of the date upto 31-12-2006 for participation in
Orientation /Refresher Courses in respect of eligible Teachers/Assistant Registrars
for the purpose of promotion/placement under Career Advancement Scheme.

Sir/Madam,

I'am directed to inform you that on receipt of various representation, the issue of extension
of the date beyond 31-12-2005 for participation in orientation/refresher courses in
respect of eligible Teachers/Assistant Registrars for the purpose of promotion/placement
under Career Advancement Scheme was considered by the Commission at its meting held
on 11-6-2006. The Commission resolved as under: - .

“This was examined. The Commission decided that this exemption may be extended upto
the period 31-12-2006 both for Teachers and Assistant Registrars.”

This is for your information and necessary action.

The above decision may also be brought to the notice of Colleges affiliated to your University
urgently.

Yours faithfully,

KC Mathur
B _ Under Secretary

Read and

Subsc:ribe T
KERALA PRIVATE ubscribtion i.‘
' COLLEGE TEACHER . Rs.75/- |

l a monthly journal of AKPCTA
for copies contact

I.__J'ur;r' Edilor Aliegoery Dilitor

?:.5!-.]:11:]&_11'.1ikum.u V. Jayakumar AKPCTA State Committee Office,
AEELIL L Alswarya, 10 55/4%,  Vanchiveo
79 Ulloor Gardens, A {'-m.lu_-“-\ Eihie ‘i‘jhur;;h:;:;;:m;r;ihupuramﬁﬁ,
Kochulloor, Medical College PO Neeramankara, Pappanamcode 1* O ) H - 63494,
Thiruvananthapuram-69501 1 Thiru vananthapuram-6950 15 ﬂ.N. o471 -2458984, e-
{ Phone (H71-2430004 Phone: (47124491432 ITII:I".ukpﬂu@_gﬂn:h“rnehin{
- ——— e - W\'{.ﬂkp:lu_grg' -]
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Our results speak for us,

Four top ranks in three years
with more than 90% pass in all courses

E.Com.| & CAS0th -IRANK CAIlIRANK
Rank 2005 M.Cm z]ugg All India 2005

=4

Suchitha

Soumya

COURSES OFFERED
B.Com. ¢ M.Com. ¢ CA
B.Com. + C.A.

B.Com. + C.S.

B.Com.+C.A. Entrance

® o > o

SEPARATE BATCHES FOR

Class XI (Com.) | Class XI| (Com.) B.Com.
Other Graduates

Acquire CA/CS along with B.Com.
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