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M. Anandakrishnan

Chairman, Board of Governors, IIT Kanpur (UP)

Future of

Accreditation System

for Education Sector

The need for accreditation
systems assumes a high
priority in the context of the
proposed large scale
expansion of the education
sector. The future of the
credibility of the higher
education system in India
depends to a considerable
extent on the reliability of
the accreditation process.
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Purpose

he primary purpose of the
accreditation system for the education
sector is to provide assurance to the
beneficiaries about the quality of
education. There are continuous
improvements to the definition of
quality of education. What constitutes
a high quality education is a matter not
left to be defined by the educationists
alone but also various other stake
holders of the society.

There are other secondary purposes
to the accreditation system. These
include the relative ranking of
accredited institutions facilitating
recognition of the accredited institution
by employers; and immigration
authorities; attracting better students
and faculty; increasing the capacity to
obtain projects and financial supports;
and so on.

The need for accreditation systems
assumes a high priority in the context
of the proposed large scale expansion
of the education sector. The
accreditation of school systems is just
as relevant as the colleges and
universities, including foreign
institutions and programmes in India.
However, the nature of the criteria and
process associated with different
categories of institutions and
programmes will not be same. The
programmes offered through the
distance mode present very special
challenges in accreditation.
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Criteria

The accreditation system for
education sector in India is relatively new
and developed over the last fifteen years.
Essentially there are two programmes:
the National Board of Accreditation
(NBA) meant for specific disciplines of
programmes in Engineering /Technology,
Management etc., coming under the All
India Council for Technical Education
(AICTE); and the accreditation by the
National Assessment and Accreditation
Council (NAAC), which covers in general
all types of higher education institutions,
There are some overlaps between the
two. We are yet to evolve the
accreditation system for the school
system.

There is a high degree of national
consensus that the existing two systems
of accreditation are not able to cope with
the existing and growing demand. The
National Knowledge Commission (NKC)
and the Yash Pal Committee (YPC) on
Renovation and Rejuvenation of Higher
Education in India have accorded high
priority to the issues concerning
accreditation in education sector with
different approaches.

The criteria currently adopted by the
two systems for assessment are basically
the physical and measurable parameters
such as space, faculty strength,
publications, funds, ete, - the so called
“input parameters”. These are not
considered sufficient enough to yield
reliable assurance of the true quality of
the programmes or Institutions.

Instead of the mechanical accounting
method of assessment, there are
suggestions that the accreditation should
also assess the “process parameters” such
as the approaches to teaching, learning
and evaluation, student teacher
interaction, guidance counseling, socially
relevant activities; and so on. In addition,
the quality assessment should include the
system of governance, management,
administration, autonomy, interference
factors, transparency, ethics, and
undesirable practices and so on.

Above all, the assessment should also
consider the “outcome parameters” such
as the performance of the products of the
programme or institutions, and the
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perception of the public about the products,

The Process

Such a comprehensive assessment cannot
be accomplished in a few hours of visit and
inspection or even in a few day us especially
by a single organisation. Considering the
formidable array of programmes and a vast
range of institutional categories, the
accredilation process needs to be designed
in a manner to cover the demand efficiently
and effectively within a desirable time frame.

The NKC has suggested licensing of a
large number of private organisations to
undertake the accreditation responsibility.
The YPC has suggested that the accreditation
responsibility be entrusted to a carefully
chosen non-profit organisation in the public
domain. The Government of India is seized
of these issues on a high priority basis. What
is apparent is that every institution, public,
private or foreign should undergo rigorous
accreditation process before being recognised
as a legitimate educational institution.

The Way Forward
There is likely to be a national legislation
on the Accreditation of Higher Education
Institutions. The questions to be addressed
are:
What are the assessment criteria to obtain
the true reflection of quality?

Should there be a variation in the criteria

among institutions/Programmes? On
what basis?

Should some institutions be exempted
from accreditation? On What basis?

What should be the period before re-
accreditation? Should re-accreditation

process be different from initial
accreditation?

Who would prescribe the criteria of

assessment and the methodology of
assessment?

Who should be authorised to undertake
the accreditation responsibility? Under
what conditions?

These issues need open minded discussion
before the legislation is enacted. The future
of the credibility of the higher education
system in India depends to a considerable

extent on the reliability of the accreditation
process.
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SS College, Kalady

A Man Made
Food Crisis

In the mad race of aping
the west, India forgot that
it is ignoring a sector on
which depends the life of
its billions. And is now
paying a heavy price for
it! More than 65 crores of
people in India directly
engaged in Agri and allied
sector.

According to Jacques Diouf, the Director
General of Food and Agricultural
Organization “Hunger has increased as the
word has grown richer and produced more
food than ever before in the last decade”.
There are so many international
organizations deeply concerned about
global food scarcity, the impact of global
financial and economic crisis and last
year'’s spike in food prices on the countries
least able to respond to increased hunger
and poverty. FAO has identified 36 “crisis’
countries, 21 of which are in Africa. The
number of hungry was increased from 825
million people in 1995-97 to 857 million in
2000-02 and 873 million in 2004-06. For
2008 , the number of hungry people
were915 million. But in 2009 world hunger
is projected to reach a historic high with
1020million people going hungry every
day. The most recent increase in hunger is
not the consequence of poor global harvest
but is caused by the world economic crisis
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that has resulted in lower the incomes and
increase the unemployment. High prices
have already prompted a sting of food
protests around the world, with tortilla riots
in Mexico, protest over grain prices in
Senegal, Mauritania and other parts of
Africa. In Yemen Children have marched
to high light their hunger, if prices keep
rising more food riots will flare up,
governments will toller and millions could
die. on April 28th , in Port- au- Prince, the
capital of Haiti “ if the Government cannot
lower the cost of living it simply has to
leave. If the police and UN troops want to
shoot at us, that's OK, because in the end ,
if we are not killed by bullets , we ‘1l die of
hunger” the demonstrators of food crisis
uttered these words which goes to the heart
of the “Developing World” . More than 73
million people in 78 countries that depend
on food handouts from the UN Food
Programmes (WFP) are facing reduced
rations this year . The increasing scarcity
of food is the biggest crisis leaving for the
world.

Almost all of the worlds under
nourished live in developing countries. In
Agia and the Pacific , an estimated 642
million people are suffering from chronic
hunger, in Sub-Saharan Africa 265 million
» In Latin America and the Caribbean 53
million , in the Near east and North Africa
42 million and in developed countries 15
million total.

Today, but few can recall memories of
the Bengal famine of 1943 and 1944. It is
highly alarming situation that the acute
food crisis is again a possibility. For the
rulers of India such concerns, while now
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unavoidable, remain highly abstract. The
memories of Bengal famine are again of special
importance. For all their faults and inequalities,
achieved a significant rise in per capita food grain
and calorie consumption over the four decades
from 1950. This achievement was swiftly wiped
out by the period of neoliberal reform. Already
by 2004 food grain absorption per capita had
dropped to the 150 kilograms per year level of
1950-51, a fall of over 20 kilograms from levels
achieved by the 1990s. The consequences of over
a decade of neoliberal hunger are what make
the current conjunction of global food grain price
rise rise and severe weather events, a matter that
require urgent attention. Famine is not the result
of a failed monsoon or other extra ordinary
extreme shortage that
exhaust what under
normal circumstances
would be abundant
food reserves. Even the
most historical system
of food stocks , ran in
to the year that exhaust
reserve. Wide spread
hunger, not famine, is
the result. Only when
a population has been
nutritionally deprived
for an extend period
does the year of extra
ordinary shortage
become the year of
famine. According to
Sebastien-
RochNicholas  de
Chamfort, “Human
Society is composed of
two great classes- those who have more dinners
than appetite, and those who have more appetite
than dinners”.

The concluding years of this decade will be
remembered in history as those of suffering and
awakening. While 2008 witnessed country after
country being brutally affected with the
devastating touch of the economic downturn, thus
exposing the worst facet of globalization, 2009
wrenched with the blow of a predicament that
we thought we had overcome longback.

There is global wave of food price inflation.
The United Nations World Food Programmes
(WFP) -The largest distributor of food aid -
describes this as a “silent tsunami”. The food riots
are erupting in many place across the globe at
once. Fidel Castro had warned a few years ago
that a global food grain crisis is imminent given
the large scale towards bio- fuels. The United
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States of America, one of the largest producer of
corn is shifting 32.8 %(108.9 million tons) of its
corn production for the bio- fuel generation.

Be the policy measures , investment
decisions or emergency interventions ,
appropriate actions to address the human and
economic impacts of soaring food prices require
a thorough understanding of the underlying
driving forces are many and complex and they
include both supply side and demand side
factors. Long term structural trends underlying
growth in demand for food commaodities continue
to out strip growth in the their supply . These
factors may be grouped as supply side factors
and demand side factors of which WTO regime
and the concerted effort on the part of developed

counties for producing Bio- Fuel causes great
challenges and threats to the food security of the
hungry folk. '

India with all the developments and
achievements of the 21st century has slipped back
in time and is experiencing the same food crisis
that it had to handle immediately after
independence. But the situation now is more
critical, as earlier it had to fend for a mere 380
million and now it had to cater to the demands of
a teeming 1.2 billion. According to UNICEF
report, the state of the world’s children 2009, India
has the highest rate of child mal nutrition in the
world. On average children in the rural areas are
twice as likely to be underweight as children in
urban areas, The rate of child mal nutrion is
higher than that of Sub- Saharan Africa.
According Lo the UN report India is the largest
country which is sutfering from mal nutrion of
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:{'ue children in the world. Every year, More
1an 21 lakhchildren are dying from mal
nutrion below the age of 5. ~

No wonder we are in the most troubled
times.

~ We had faced a similar situation
immediately after independence, World war,
partition and a country with millions of poor
and practically no infrastructure was what we
had inherited. Our governments prioritized
food and development. Hence the first five
year plan zeroed on agriculture, the second
on industry, The third, fourth and fifth
concentrated on farming, fertilizers,
unemployment and poverty alleviation. And
in the process was achieved the much
eulogized green revolution, with the
unending claims by subsequent governments
of having attained self sufficiency in food. But
the era of food security seems to have had
ended.

Sugar prices doubled, pulses started
competing with oilseeds which in turn
became even dearer, and to make things
worse even food grains became painfully
expensive. Iniﬁa]]g 1t was looked upon merel
as a temporary aberration when suddenly it
was realized that this upward expanding
trend had become an irreversible procedure.

Food prices in India have created the same
panic that the escalating oil prices had created
a couple of months ago.

The prices have jumped by as high as 50%,
making half of the commodities unaffordable
by the poor who account for about a third of
India’s population.

But what has created such a somber
situation in a country reputed to be among
the largest exporters of food products.

The simplest reason for this is the
inequality in demand and supply ratio. While
the demand for food has been growing due
to rise in population and increasing living
standard of a sizable population, the
production has not been able to match the
pace. Also, though unbelievable but true, 1s
increase in demand for meat by the affluent
section which has led to a sharp increase in
need to feed livestock.

India, known for its massive buffer stocks
started importing wheat two years ago and
has turned into world’s second largest
importer of edible oil.

Obviously when countries like India turn
into importers, world prices soar. In fact the
moment India announced it would import
sugar, world prices shot by 50%. It is indeed
an irony that India, known to be world’s
second largest exporter of sugar is now
depending on other nations to meet 1s
requirements.

KERALA FANATE
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It won’t be too farfetched to assert that
India is witnessing the curse of globalization,

The disintegration of Indian agriculture
began in 1991, when with the new economic
reforms development pyramid and all
investments and attenfion shifted to
manufacturing and services. In the hype and
hoopla of globalization, marketisation and
capitalization, agriculture received royal
indifference. . :

The state support to agriculture including
irrigation was sﬁtshed, rice supports were
reduced, and Public Distribution System
which insured cheaper access of food by poor
was drastically curtailed. .

The repercussion has been a veritable
disaster. Surveys have shown that calorie
consumption has come down drastically since
1991.

With the implementation of the New
Economic Reforms, a number of SEZs(Special
Economic Zones) began to be constructed on
fertile agricultural lands. This is an explosive
issue in the country as acreage under paddy
reduces by the day due to lack of Monsoon.
More over another threat is from the
“Agricultural Out Suurcin%" is also a reality.

he solution is simple, but will take years
to show its impact. The foremost necessity is
more investment in agriculture to increase
crop productivity. As land holdings in India
are flargely fragmented and the ownership
rights dwell with small individual cultivators,
reaching out to farmers, squlying improved
varieties of seeds, fertilizers and other
materials will boost cultivation. Emphasis on
organic farming would also hel
tremendously as it will free agricultures from
dependence on oil.

If farmers have been committing suicides
and if we have turned into food importers in
the world market, it is because of our own
indifference towards agriculture. According
to the Crime Record Bureau of India, more
than 136,000 farmers committed suicide
because of all these reasons. But again we are
going to import BT(Bacillus Thursinginsis)
seeds as we are rich in varieties of seeds. The
BT seeds are going to supply by the Mahico,
which is in fact a subsidiary of the
mulitinational Monsanto, an American based
one. In Brinjal alone we have 2000 varieties
of seeds! Both in rice and wheat we have two
lakh varieties of seeds. But it is very sad that
we are not even protecting the rich resources.

It is not shameful to be an agricultural
country. In the mad race of aping the west,
India forgot that it is ignoring a sector on
which depends the life of its billions. And is
now paying a heavy price for it! More than
65 crores of people in India directly engaged
in Agri and allied sector.
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/ Dr. T.M. Mathew
K.E. College, Mannanam.

Begimning of
Second Renaissance
in Human History

Introduction of the methodology and perspectives of
Social Science and Humanities in University Curriculum

Education policy is going
away from the broad
principles of secularism,
federalism, academic
autonomy and
accountability and equity
and excellence in
education. This is one of
the social turmoil that
the people of Kerala,
especially educationalists
in Kerala facing. So
introduction of the
methodology and
perspectives of Social
Science and Humanities
in University
Curriculum, we can
consider as the beginning
of Second Renaissance in
Human history.
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Introduction . )
The purpose of the social science is

to study systematicallK all aspects of the
human condition and human behaviour.
The social world is created by man and
each generation contributes to it. Even
though the scientific methodology to
the study of social science was started
by 18" century various historical
ﬁenumena's like Renaissance,
Eefnrmation, crusades, wars, Industrial
Revolution ete contributed to the
emergence of social science. The social
sciences were born in a period of social
turmoil, when new ideas and beliefs
were causing conflict and
fragmentation in European societies.
Ancient Greeks contributed too much
to the emergence of social science. They
developed a human centered
civilization. In Middle Ages reli‘i;ic-us
centered civilization developed and
neglected the classical civilization.
Renaissance means revival of classics.
Eighteenth century is the period of
Enlightenment and Age of faith was
replaced by Age of reason. Scientific
methodology to the study of social
science was started by this period.
Now we are practicing, in some extent
the medieval way of education. Now,
our education system is money centered
and Communalization and
commercialization entered.. Education
policy is going away from the broad
principles of secularism, federalism,

academic
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autonomy and accountability and equity and
excellence in education, Education is nothing if
it is not liberal. Education is nothing if we
cannot create a space for debates and
discussions. Education is nothing if it is not
humanistic. So I think the introduction of the
methodology and perspectives of Social
Science and Humanities in University
Curriculum is the beginning of Second
Renaissance in Human history.

Contributions of Greeks to Social science
Greece is a peninsula in southern Europe
bordered by the Mediterranean Sea on three
sides. During the third millennium B.C a new
race of people came to the peninsula and
spread themselves throughout the length and
breadth of the peninsula. They came to be
called Greeks. The city states DP’Greece gave
significant contributions to human progress
and civilization. The Greeks were highly
gifted people and they laid the foundations
of European civilization in government,
learning and literature, science and
philosaphy, and art and architecture. In all
their studies the Geeks gave emphasis to four
important factors. ey are scientific,
humanistic, rational and self — revelatory.
Many of the names of Social science discipline
originated from Greek words. For example,
the word history derived from Greek word
‘istoria’. Like this from the Greek word
‘polis’, political Science derived. The Greeks
credited with being the first to establish
rational theory, independent of theological
creed; to grasp rational concepts and use
them as a way of looking at reality and seemg
logical connections; and to be empirical an
anti- mystical. Two great Greek thinkers of
the third and fourth centuries BC' Plato and
Aristotle, are responsible for establishing a
basis for knnwlefge as we know it and deal
with it today. Another Greek philosopher,
Thales attéempted to give a rational
explanation of the origin of the world. The
philosophical debates of the Greeks period
were in many ways the same ones that go on
today, explaining how, when all thin%s
change, things must also be simultaneously
unchanging; otherwise, something would
have to be created out of nothing. These ideas
would later develop into nm:‘fern physics,
including the laws of thermodynamics and
the proposition that matter can n\either be
created nor destroyed- merely transformed.
The Greeks also considered many of the issues
that later became the social science, for
example, they considered the role of the state
(political science), the way minds interact with
society (psychology), and individuals
interaction with the market(economics). Thus,
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the history of the social sciences begins with
the Greeks. Here one gust 10n may be arise
ie, what happened to the humanistic,
scientific, rational and self- revelatory studies
of Greeks in the course of history?

Social Sciences in Middle Ages
For the sake of convenience in the of study
of history, historians have divided the
history of the world into ancient, medieval
and modern on certain general characteristics
and tendencies. Period from fifth century to
fifteenth century (from the fall of West
Roman Empire fo the fall of East Roman
Empire) is considered as the m:t:lrclleﬁgﬁs n
history, ‘Dark Ages in history “or Age of
Faith’. Middle ages had certain characteristics
and tendencies. Intellectually, in the Middle
Age, the scope of learning was extremely
limited. Theology formed the chief subject of
study. The method was also quite
unscientific. The spirit of independent
enquiry and scientific criticism was totally
absent. Blind obedience to the authority \was
another feature of the Middle Ages. In the
Middle Ages, art, science and letters were
all overshadowed by the influence of the
Church which did not permit any discussion
likely to affect its predominance. Religion was
the strongest bond of union among the
%enples of Europe in the medieval period.
here was a common faith and a common
obedience to a single spiritual authority. In
short social science disciplines like history,
economics, psychology, political science, etc
were ousted from curriculum. Fee thinking
and criticism were not allowed. Education is
not all secular and federal . Academic autonomy
and accountability and equity and excellence
in education was not a]loweg’ in middle ages.
Medieval education is not at all humanistic,
scientific, rational and self- revelatory. In the
Middle Ages, religion was so central to life
that the study of religion was taken for
ranted, and 1t tied together all the other
telds of study. For example, painter’s painted
religious pictures, musicians wrote religious
music, and the study of literature was the
study of the Bible and its commentators.
Questions such as “why are people divided
into classes”? and “w hy are the poor became
more poorer”?  were simply not asked.
Things were the way they because that was
God’s will. Then the gustion is that when did
humanistic, su:iunti}?ic, rational and self-
revelatory approach revived?

Renaissance and social science
The word Renaissance means “Re-birth”.

ﬂ:{é ctliis_;m is applied towards the close of the
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Ages and at the beginning of the Modern Age.
It was a re-birth of classical learning, a
rediscovery of classical Greco- Roman
civilization. Classical civilization in the West
meant ancient Greek and Roman civilization.
The masterpieces of ancient Greek and Latin
literature were called classics. In the Middle
Age, the study of classical art and literature
were neglected. Scientific, rational and
humanistic studies were also depromoted.
That is why this period has been called the
Dark Age. Moreover, broadly specking,
learning had become the monopoly of the
church. Schools and universities were under
its control and Priests were the main
instructors. They framed the syllabus, gave
emphasis on theology and discarded
humanities. The church did not encourage the
spirit of enquiry, essential part of research
methodology. Consequently, scholars of an
original turn of mind were rare. Those who
thought or wrote contrary to the belief and
rinciples of the church were persecuted.
hus Abelard who taught in the University
of Paris in the 12 * century was condemned
by the church for his rationalist views. Roger
Bacon in the 13 ™ century was imprisoned by
the church for three for his new ideas and
opinions. The Polish astronomer Nicolaus
opernicus ( 1473- 1543) and the Italian
astronomer Galileo Galilei (1564- 1642) were
ostracized and nearly lost their lives when
they tried to convince their compatriots that
it was the earth that circled the sun, not the
other way around, thus challenging the
ancient wisdom of such authorities as
Aristotle and the Catholic Church. But from
the 14 ® century we find a gradual change in
the out look of man. Scholars began to learn
the great works of Greek and Latin literature
with real zest. This revealed to them “the
glory that was Greece and the grandeur that
was Rome”. The treasure house of
Knowledge which now lay open to them
entirely changed their attitude of mind. Blind
faith and blind acceptance of authority
ielded place to a critical enquiring spirit.
is new spirit profoundly influenced not
only learning and education, but art and
literature, science and invention, geography
and exploration, religion and morality.

As the Renaissance dawnec;, and
continued, that religious tie provoked tension
as scholars in the various fieFds of study came
to conclusions different from the church
doctrines, beginning a long conflict between
religious learning and beliefs and so —called
rationalist learning and beliefs, The tension
between religious explanations and
rationalist explanations was inevitable, The
rationalist approach places human reason
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above faith. In a rationalist approach, one
looks for logical connections and is
continually asking guestions , can you prove
it?. This meant that somehow the rationalist
had to figure out what it meant to prove
something. A religious approach places faith
above reason. A religious explanation had no
need to prove anything; explanations were
accepted on faith. Throughout the
Renaissance, rationalism replaced religion as
the organizing principle of knowledge and,
as it did, the various fields of knowledge
became divided along rationalist lines.

The Renaissance must have been a
wonderful time for scholars. The totality of
knowledge was still cnml::rehensible by the
human mind. An ideal in the Renaissance was
that an educated person could know
everything and exercise all skills and social
graces. A true Renaissance man was willing
to take on all corners on any issue. As the
store of knowledge grew, it became harder
to know everything, and so people began to
specialize A natural division opened, one
between the humanities (the study of
literature, music, and art) and Pl‘t}"sics.
thsics was broken up into empirical studies
(which developed into the various natural
sciences) and metaphysics (non- empirical
studies that developed into philosophy) It
was Frimarily from philosophy most of the
social science emerged

Certain social turmoil’s in Europe and
its affects on Social science

The social sciences were born in a
period of social turmoil, when new ideas
and beliefs were causing conflict and
fragmentation in European societies.
Crusades, Renaissance, Reformation, wars
and Industrial Revolution were some of the
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1ssues. Crusades is a religious wars from 1095
to 1272 in which Christians in Europe
attempted capture Christianity’s traditional
territory in the Middle East. Europeans
became reacquainted with the learning of the
ancient Greeks, and they brought back the
body of ancient Greek learning to Europe,
where it was generally available by the
twelfth century. One of the results of the
Reformation was the division of Christianity
into two- Catholics and Protestants- and
religious wars. In order to justify their stand
each group promoted education on rational
level  More studies were conducted to
interpret Gods’ will. That fight broke down
the religious explanations and made peaple
vary much aware of social problems. Which
of the two explanations, Catholic or
Protestant, was ric{;ht? Why were they
fighting? What could be done about it? The
social sciences developed as individuals
attempted to explain those social problems
and suggest what could be done to solve
them.

The condition brought about by the
Industrial Revolution and the movement of
the people to cities encouraged the thinkers
to seek solution to the many new problems
faced by the individuals in these changed
societies. With the rise of factories two new
social classes emerged; the owners of the
manufacturing machinery and the individual
workers who operated it. There were vast
discrepancies in the standards of living
between these two social classes, with the
workers labouring for long hours in difficult
conditions and suffering frequent layoff. As
Fenple kept moving to cities in search of
actory jobs, cities became places in which
conditions of overcrowding and lack of
hygiene were rampant. Soon they also
became breeding grounds of poverty and
crime. It was primarily these problems that
the early social scientists attempted to
address by applying the scientific method to
human behaviour, thereby giving rise to the
social sciences.

Enlightenment and Social science

The Enlightenment is the period in which
rationalism definitely replaced religion as the
or%anizing principle of knowledge. The
Enlightenment began between 1650CE and
1700 CE and continued for about one
hindered years. It is in this period that the
development of the social sciences took hold
and flourished. By the time of the
Enlightenment, it had become evident that
to know everything was impossible. Not onl
was it impossible to know everything, but it
was also impossible to know everything about
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just one subject-say, all of physics or ?.Iligf
philosophy. Individuals began to specialize
their study. The Enlightenment spawned
social science because the Enlightenment
rejected the assumption that the classical
world of the geeks ar}d the Romans was
perfect. More over, in the seventeenth
century, just preceding the Enlhghtenment,
there was continual turmoil in European
society. Only after the beginning o _thp_
Enlightenment did people begun to believe
that society and culture are themselves
products of history and the evolution of
culture-that they had changed and would
continue to change.
Conclusion

Each new born human being, however,
also enters a social world [hat has beeln
shaped by those born previously and is
continually reshaped by each new generation,
The social sciences were born in a period of
social turmoil. Major social problems in
European socity that Eaved the way to the
emergence of social science were
Renaissance, Reformation, Crusades, Wars,
and Industrial Revolution. Ancient Geeks
contributed too much to the social science.
But their contributions were neglected by
Middle Ages. It was revived by Renaissance
and Enlightenment. Recently (with in ten
years) number of educational programmes
and courses were started in Kerala. Number
of schools and colleges, professional colleges
and universities increased. In some extent,
as in Middle Ages humanities and social
science are slowly ousted from education
system. If medieval education was religious
centered, now our education system is money
centered and Communalization and
commercialization entered. Education policy is
going away from the broad principles of
secularism, federalism, academic autonomy and
accountability and equity and excellence in
education. This is one of the social turmoil that
the people of Kerala, especially educationalists
il'l Erﬂla fﬂCillg. Sl’.} intruauctiﬂl‘l Qf I.'hE'
mEthDdﬂ]UEdY and perspectives of Social
Science and Humanities in University
Curriculum, we can consider as the beginning

of Second Renaissance in Human history.
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ECONOMIC FOCUS

. . 1:. 1.

India’s external debt stood at $222.61 billion
up to the end of September, down $2.1 billion
from the end of the last fiscal year in March,
the finance ministry said on its website on
Wednesday.Long-term debt was at $172.5
billion, while short-term debt stood at $50.1
billion, a finance ministry report said.
“Private debt accounted for $166 billion (74.6
percent) and government debt amounted to
$56.6 billion (25.4 percent) of the total external
debt as of end September 2008,” it said.
India’s long-term debt constituted 79.4 per
cent of the total debt at $183.37 billion as on
December 31, 2008, against 77.4 per cent as
on September 30 that year.NRI deposits
declined marginally to $40.30 billion from
$40.62 billion, despite increase in ceiling of
interest rates paid to them on their
deposits.Government (Sovereign) external
debt stood at $57.4 billion at end-December,
2008, while non-government debt amounted
to $173.5 billion.

External Debt Components-
1. Commercial

_Borrowings 27.7%

2. NRI-Deposits _19.6%

3. Muliilateral debt 18.1%
4. Short termxDebt 17.8% 7

5. Bilateral Debt 9.4%

Currency Cumpnsifinn of Debts

1. Dollar 54.4%
2. Yen 14.6%
3. Indian Rupee 14.3%
4. SDR Y.6%
5. Euro 4.4%
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¢ %y India’s
external debt

Gender equality-

India ranks a poor 114"

The Global Gender Gap Report measures the

size of the gender inequality gap in four

critical areas:

1. Economic participation and opportunity:
Outcomes on salaries, participation levels
and access to high-skilled employment

2. Educational attainment: Outcomes on
access to basic and higher level education

3. Political empowerment: Outcomes on
representation in decision-making
structures

4. Health and survival: Outcomes on life
EXPECtﬂI‘LCY and sex ratio

The rankings are given below
India (114)

Korea (115),
Iran (128)
Pakistan (132

Even India’s ranking among the 36 lower
middle-income group of countries is 31. The
report ranks countries according to gender
equality rather than women’s empowerment
and underlines rich countries have more
education and health opportunities for all
members of society in comparison to others.
The detailed ranking reflects a sharp contrast
of India’s position in political empowerment
of women vis-a-vis other kev indicators. So
far as the economic participation and
opportunities for women is concerned, India
finished at 125, and in the case of educational
attainment it ranks 116 among the 160 nations.

The ranking in health and survival of women
is also as low as 128,
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ROUND WEST ,THRISSUR 680 001
n@ PH: 0487-2335660,FAX:0487-2335642

PUBLISHERS & DISTRIBUTORS FOR

Malayalam, English, Children’s Literature,
Fiction, Drama, Cinema, Journalism, Poetry,
Philosophy, Psychology, Sociology, Politics,
History, Economics, Commerce, Mathematics,
Botany, Zoology, Chemistry, Physics, Medi{:al:
Computer, Engineering, Law, Electronics,
Mechanical, Civil, Chemical Engineering,

Veterinary, Agriculture, Aquaculture, etc.

_ COSMO BOOKS

HO: Round West Br. Al-Ameen Bldg Br. Press Club Road
Thrissur- 680 001 Rly.Station Link Road Emakulam
Phone: 04B7-2335292, 2335570 Kozhikode- 673002 Kochi-682011
Fax; 0487- 2335642 Ph:0485-2703487 Ph:0484-2353818
E-mail: cosmobooks @ asianetindia.com Fax;0495-2700049 §

E-mail:cosmeci @eth.nel
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Date
From

20.08.2008
21.07.2008
30.10.2007
14:12.2006
13.06.2006
29.09.2005
05.07.2005
01.12.2004
06.08.2002
06.02.2002
10.01.2002
22.11.2001
25.07.2001
12.03.2001
10.01.2001
01.11.2000
18.10.2000
04.10.2000
09.02.1999
11.08.1998
11.12.1938
09.12.1997
08.11.1995
26.10.1995
24.07.1995
29.09.1994
01.11.1994
09.09.1993
28.07.0993
28.10.1992
07.03.1930

To

One day
One day
One day
One day
One day
One day
One day
One day
One day
8.03.2002
Cne day
One day
Cne day
One day
One day
One day
One day
One day
One day
2.09.98
one day
one day
one day
One day
Cne day
One day
One day
One day
One day
One day
21.03.80

Government Order Numberé& Date

GO(P) No 386/2008/GAD dated 16.12.2008
GO(P) No 300/2002/GAD dated 4.9.2008
GO(P) No 520/2007/GAD dated 27.11.2007
GO(P) No 385/2006/GAD dated 29.12.2006
GO(P) No 198/2006/GAD dated 18.07.2006
GO(P) No.376/2005/GAD dated18.10.2005
GO{P)No 34/2002/GAD dated 23.1.2002
GO(P)No 34/2002/GAD dated 23.1.2002
GO(P)No 34/2002/GAD dated 23.1.2002
GO(P)No 34/2002/GAD dated 23.1.2002
GO(P)No 34/2002/GAD dated 23.1.2002
GO(P)425/2002/GAD dated 23.12.2002
GO(P)425/2002/GAD dated 23.12.2002
GO(P)179/2001/GAD dated 18.4.2001
GO(P)281/01/GAD dated 4.8.2001
GO(P)392/2001/GAD dated 20.10.2001
GO(MS)No.51/2002/H.Edn dated 18.10.00
GO(P)624/2000/GAD dated 16.11.2000
GO(P)347/99/GAD dated 19.6.1999
GO(MS)No.124/98/H.Edn dated 9.10.1998
GO(P)658/98/GAD dated 31.12.1998
GO(MS)No.135/2001/H.Edn dated 12.10.01
GO(Rt) No.1218/97/H.Edn dated 8.10.1997
GO(Rt) No.1218/97/H.Edn dated 8.10.1997
GO(Rt) No.1218/97/H.Edn dated 8.10.1997
GO(P)352/95/GAD dated 27.9.1995

GO(Rt) No.352/98/H.Edn dated 23.3.1998
GO(P)181/95/GAD dated 13.6.1995
GO(Rt) No.1218/97/H.Edn dated 8.10.1997
GO(P)247/1994/GAD dated 8.08.94
GO(MS)JNO.11/91/H.Edn dated 17.1.1991

*Under the condition that they will work on equal number of Saturdays
**Treated as duty except for pay and allowances

KERALA FRAVATE
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Nature of
Regularisation

Eligible Leave/CL
Eligible Leave/CL
Eligible Leave/CL
Eligible Leave/CL
Eligible Leave/CL
Dies non

Dies non
Diesnon
Diesnon

Dies non

Dies nan

Eligible Leave
Eligible Leave
Eligible Leave
Eligible Leave
Eligible Leave
Eligible Leave
Eligible Leave
Eligible Leave
Treated as duty”
Eligible Leave
Eligible Leave
Eligible Leave
Eligible Leave
Eligible Leave
Eligible Leave
Eligible Leave
Eligible Leave
Eligible Leave
Treated as duty*
Eligible Leave
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MO pOMBNIED

GOVERNMENT OF KERALA

Higher Education-Technical- G O (Ms)No. 61 /2008BMEdn, dated, 13/6/2008 - modified -
Orders issued

HIGHER EDUCATION {G) DEPARTMENT
G.0,(MS)N0.175/09/H.Edn. Dated, Thiruvanantftapuram, 16/10/2009.

Read: 1. GO (P) No. 68/2000/ H.Edn. dated, 18/5/2000
2. G.O. (Ms) No. 61/2008/H.Edn. dated 13/6/2008
3. Govt letter No. 24142/G1 /07 /H.Edn Dated 22.12.2008
4. Representation dated, 24/8 /2009 From the General Secretary, AKPCTA
5. Minutes of the meeting held by the Principal Secretary (Higher Education)
on 8.9.2009 with Representatives of AKPCTA and DTE.

ORDER

As per the Governent order and letter read as 2nd and 3rd paper above, Government have issued
clarifications to G.O (P) No. 68/2000/H/Edn Dated 18/5/2000. The General Secretary AKPCTA has
represented before Govt the grievances of Engineering college teachers and the confusions being existed
after the issuance of the clarification. The Principal Secretary (Higher Education) convened discussions
with all concerned on 8.9.2009 to sort out the issue.

(1) The first para 3.11 of G.O (P) No. 68/00/H/E.dn dt. 18/5/00 regarding refresher courses was
amended by G.O (MS) NO. 61/08. But in the Govt order date of effect of the benefit was not
mentioned. The AKPCTA has requested Government to give effect of the benefit w.e.f 1.1.96 Since
the AICTE scales and benefits were w.e.f 1/1/96 vide G.O (P) No. 68,/00/H.Edn dt. 18/5/00.

Govt have examined the request of AKPCTA in detail and are pleased to accord sanction to give
the benefits of clause 2 & 3 of the amended order. G.O (MS) No. 61/08/H.Edn dt. 13/6/08w.efl/
1/1996

(2) The AKPCTA has represented that as per GO (MS) 83/83/H Edn dated 2-5-1983: the period of
deputation under QIP shall be treated as duty fo all purposes. This benefit was in existence before
1986 AICTE Revision. It is seen that for many teachers senior scale and selection grade placements
were given by reckoning the QIP Deputation period. However, in some cases, DTE has, excluded
this period while granting placements prior to 1-1-1996. This amounts discrimination of similary
placed teachers. Therefore the relaxation of Senior/Selection Scale granted by the Government
vide GO (MS) 61/08/H Edn dated 13-6-2008 shall be given effect from 1-1-1986

Government have examined the request and was accepted the request in principle. There had
been Govt orders from 1983 treating the period of QIP deputation of Engim-:'ering College teachers
as duty. It was not right to avoid this period for placements. Hence DTE is directed to furnish
urgent report by assessing the financial commitment

(3) The AKPCTA has also represented that in GO (MS)No. 61/08/HEdn dated 13-6-2008 amends
para 3.6 (1) &2 of GO (P) 68/00/H. Edn dated 18.5.2000 as a teacher will be eligible for 2 advances
increments as and when he acquires Ph.D Degree in his service career.” The ef fect was that the
benefit granted to teachers with Ph.D and M.Tech at the time of recruitment and the benefit granted
to teachers with Ph.D moving into Selection Grade was done away with, This has to be corrected
by providing that the amendment shall replace paragraph 3.6 (3) instead of 3.6 (1&2)

The matter was discussed. It was decided to retain para. 3.6 (1) and (2) as such it was further
decided to replace para 3.6 (3) with the following words”. A teacher will be eligible for 2 advance
increments as and when he/she acquires Ph.D Degree in his service career.

KERALA FRIVATE
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(4) Itwas decided to solve the anomalies pointed out by AKPCTA regarding the placements in senior/

(5)

(6)

Practical. It was also decided to take action on the the issues before
existed before the issuance of GO (MS) No. 55/08/HEdn dt 24.5.08

selction grade. The anomalies should be solved as such in the manner when UGC scheme was
implemented in Arts/Science colleges. This is the policy of Government, DTE must forward
necessary proposals to implement the same urgently to Government.

The AKPCTA has also represented that paragraph 36 of GO () No. 68,/2000 prc!vides for gl:anting
4 and 2 advance increments to those teachers holding Ph.D/M Tech Degree at the time of recruitment.
It is seen that there is confusion in granting advance increments for those Ph.D/ M Tech Deg?Ee at
the time of recruitment. In cretain cases it is granted immediately after joining regulalnr service as
lecturer and in some other cases it is granted from the date of regularization {::F service. As such
different dates are assigned to similarly placed teachers. This amounts to discri mination, Therefore,
to avoid this, specific clarification has to be given as regards in granting advance increments for
those holding PH.D/M Tech Degree at the time of recruitment. Clarification is also necessary to
whether placement in senior scale can be given to teachers having requisite past service as per
para 3.11 (1.2&3) after completion of probation in the cadre of lecturer or from the date of
regularization as lecturer. The benefit of past service envisaged in 3.11.(1.2& 3 )can be granted
from the date of regularization and declaration of probation in the post of lecturer. Consequential

benefits due to increase in basic pay on granting senior scale/selection grade can be given from
the date of service regularization.

The matter was discussed. The rule position as pointed out by the Accountant General in advance

increments will be given only after the declaration or probation. Hence it is decided to obtain the
views of Accountant General in this regard for further action.

The AKPCTA has further represented that there is confusion as regards to the date of granting
increment on acquiring M.Tech/Ph.D degrees. In some cases, the date recorded in the mark list is
taken as the date of acquiring M.Tech/Ph.D Degree. In some cases, the date of awarding the
Degree is taken. All these may be different for different universities, As much different dates are
assigned to similarly placed teachers. This amounts to discrimination. There for to avoid this,
specific clarification has to be given as regards to the term date of acquiring M. Tech/Ph.D Degree.
Itis seen that the process of acquiring Ph.D degree ceases on the day of the viva -voce examination.
Buta teacher can be said to have acquired Ph.D Degree only after he is awarded the degree at the
time of convocation. Therefore it shall be clarified that the benefit of granting increment will be
conferred on the date of viva- voce examinations but only after producing the Ph.D Degree
certificate. In the case of M.Tech the date of final M.Tech marklist can be taken as the date of
accuiring M.Tech degree but only after producing the M.Tech Degree certificate,

The matter was discussed. [t was decided to reckon the date of approval of the Degree by the Board

of Governors/Syndicate /Date of Provisional or Original Degree Certificate for granting the benefit
of advance increments.

AKPCTA has submitted another representation requesting to delete Clause-1 of GO (MS) No. 58/
08/HEdn dated 24-5-2008 i.e, the QIP Guidelines. It was pointed out that the Government have
have issued revised guidelines for selecting candidate for deputation of teaching staff under QIP
vide G..0O (MS) No.55/08/H/Edn dt. 24.5.2008. This was issued in supersession of G.O (MS) No.
83/83 dt 2.5.1983. The para 1 (XVIII) of G.O (MS) No. 83/83 reads. “The vacancies conseqent on
the deputation of teaching staff for higher studies under Quality Improvement Programme shall
be filled up”. Butin G.O (MS) 55/08 Para 1. reads, The vacant posts of teachers deputed under QIP
against the sanctioned seats shall be filled up by Lecturers. On no account should any promotion
be effected against vacancies consequent on deputation under QIP. AKPCTA has requested to take
urgent steps to delete this clause 1 in the GO (MS) No. 55/08/H Edn dt 24-5-08 for effecting
promotions, when an Asst Professor/ Professor is deputed.

The matter was dicussed in detail, It was found that the request from the part of AKPCTA in not

24.5.2008 on the basis of the system

(By Order of the governor)
K. Lalithambika
Additional Secretary to Government
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GOVERNMENT OF KERALA

Abstract
KERALA SERVICE RULES—MATERNITY LEAVE TO FEMALE RECRUITS WHO |
WITHIN A SPECIFIED PERIOD AFTER DELIVERY—CEILING ENHANCED—

OIN DUTY

ORDERS 15SUED
FINANCE (RULES) DEPARTMENT

G.O. (P) No. 408/09/Fin. Dated, Thiruvananthapuram, 24th September 2009.
Read:— (1) G. O. (P)No. 59/06 Fin. dated 6-2-2006.
(2) G. O. (P)No. 129/09 Fin. dated 1-4-2009.

ORDER

In the Government Order read as Second Paper above orders have been issued enhancing the
number of days of maternity leave admissible to Female Officers under rule 100 Part IKSRs to 180 days.
By this Female Officers proceeding on Maternity Leave gets leave upto 180 days. But corresponding
changes have not been made to the Note 5 ibid enabling female recruits through Public Service
Commission also the benefits of the enhanced period.

Government after detailed examination are pleased to enhance the limit of 135 days in Note 5 to
Rule 100 Part I KSRs to 180 days enabling fresh female recruits also the benefit of the enhancement
subject to the other condition below the Note. Necessary amendment to the rules in KSRs will be issued

separately.

By order of the Governor,
G. S. PADMAKUMARY AMMA,
Additional Secretary (Finance).
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GOVERNMENT OF KERALA

ABSTRACT
Higher Education Department - Private Colleges -Participation of , teaching staff in Government
and private aided colleges in Seminar, Workshop etc. - Treating the period as duty Revised guidelines
issued.

HIGHER EDUCATION (D) DEPARTMENT

No. 200/2009 /H.Edn. Dated, Thiruvananthapuram 12-11-2009.

Read:- 1) GO(MS) No. 113/92/H.Edn dated 29.6.1992
2) Letter No. 04-51483 /07 /Cdl.Edn dated 15.4.09 from the Director of
Collegiate Education, Thiruvananthapuram

ORDER

As per the guidelines issued in the GO read as first paper above participation of teachers of both
Government and Private aided Colleges in Seminars, Summer institutions, Orientation courses
organised by the UGC, NCERT, NES Education and Universities anywhere in India will be treated as
duty under Rule 12(1) (iii) Part 1 KSRs. Government are often receiving proposal requesting that period
of participation in refresher courses,/ seminars, workshops arranged by certain other organizations
may ateo be treated as duty.

2. Government have examined the matter in detail in consultation with the Director of Collegiate
Education, and in supercession of the GO read as first paper above, they are pleased to issue following
revised guidelines for treating the period of participation in seminars/ workshops etc as duty under
Rule 12(I)(iii) of Part I K5Rs.

(i) The teachers of both Government and private aided colleges are permitted to participate in
Seminars, conferences, refresher courses etc conducted by Universities, Research Institutions and
professional organizations of teachers like Indian Association

of teachers etc. anywhere in India with prior permission from the competent authority subject to the
condition that such participation wiH be treated as duty for a maximum of 7 days in an academic year.

(i) The Principal should ensure that the portion of the syllabi to the teachers is finished within the
prescribed time limit so that there will be no complaint from the students.

(iii) Examination work relating to the conduct of examination by Universities to which the college
is affiliated for regular students will be considered as part of normal duty and teachers engaged to it

will be treated as on duty.
(BY ORDER OF THE GOVERNOR)

A.MOHANA KUMAR
Deputy Secretary
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QHPG The All Kerala Private College Teachers’ Association

To
The Hon'ble Minister for Education, Government of Kerala,
Thiruvananthapuram

Sub: Participation of teachers of private aided /government colleges in seminar/ workshops etc-
Treating the period as duty-reg

Ref: GO(MS) NO.200/2009/H.Edn dated 12-11-2009

With reference to the GO cited above, we would like to bring the following to your
1. The teachers’ associations of private aided colleges/government colleges were no
issuing such an important government order. . di

2. The stipulation in the GO that duty leave is limited to 7 days in an academic year f.m attending
seminars, workshops, refresher courses etc baffles the chances of teachers for attending refresher
courses as part the Career Advancement Scheme (CAS) of the UGC. The teachers have to attend a
specified number of orientation /refresher courses of approximately 4 weeks duration for getting
placement under the CAS of the UGC. The condition in the GO that prior permission shall be
obtained from the competent authority to participate in refresher courses also poses hardship to the
teachers. The academic staff colleges attached to the Universities, where such refresher_ courses are
conducted; usually intimate the participants at the very last moment. Waiting for prior sanction
from the competent authority will spoil the chances of the aspirants to attend the course. In view of
the above , we appeal to your.good self to look in to this matter and instruct the Secretary in the
Higher Education Department to revise para 2(i) the GO to permit the teachers of privateaided/
government colleges to attend refresher /orientation courses without prior permission of the
competent authority. The participation in orientation/refresher courses should be treated as duty.

3. Besides the prime duty of teaching, teachers are to be oriented to assimilate new ideas and
disseminate knowledge. They have to attend a considerable number of seminars and work shops to
attain this objective. Limiting the period of duty leave for 7 days in an academic year would
dampen the enthusiasm of the teachers to extend theirboundaries of knowledge. Since most
of the National and International Seminars are of 3-5 days duration, and organized outside the
state, the stipulated 7 days will not be sufficient for a teacher to attend even one seminar in an
academic year. Teachers should be granted opportunities to participate seminars, workshops,
summer institutes sponsored /organized by the UGC, state/Central government departments/
bodies, Universities any where in India, Research Institutes, Professional Organizations, All India
teachers’ organizations etc with out the prior permission of competent authority. We appeal to
your good self to give instructions to revise para 21i) of the GO accordingly.

4. The para 2(ii) of the GO questions the very integrity of teachers. A teacher is always wowed to
complete the work assigned to him/her during an academic year. As such the para 2(ii) the GO
should be dispensed with. Principals shall be permitted to sanction duty leave with a condition
that the normal work of the teacher in the college shall not be affected.

5. A teacher has to carry out tl?e cxg{nir}atiﬂn wnrk_ of F:ther universities also. If a teacher accepts
examination work of other universities in the state, it will be treated as examiner ship at the instance
of the government (KSR Part 1, Appendix VII, Section II, rule 1(ii)). As such, the para 2(iii) of the GO
should be modified to the effect that the period of absence for taking up examiner ship of other
Universities in the state shall be treated as duty. i

6. Para 2(ii?} of the GO stipulates that the examination work relating to regular students alone will
be considered as part of normal duty. But the teachers of aided private/government
colleges engaged in invigilation /evaluation work relating to University examim%inns cannot
identify the regular and private students. Both types of students will be presentin m‘m ar in tion
hall and their answer scripts cannot be differentiated during the evaluation pr ﬁcen;;; 'ne‘:‘ }urn:.f lt:i ‘
above, we appeal to your good self to intervene in this matter and give inﬁtruchtinl"};'t ] tlt?': t 11Ll
examination work relating to the parent University (the University to which the colleg ,h. ) nﬂ_!;_‘a ::_”
as part of normal work. The teachers engaged for such work shall be treated as on EijL tm S

Yours faithfully, FEAR

kind attention.
t consulted before

Prof. K. Sasidharan

President, AKPCTA “ Prof. P. Reghunath

General Secretary, AKPCTA
KEGALA PRIVATE h
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