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An
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Open Letter to

Prof. Hridayakumari

in Defence of the English
Course Books under the
Restructured Syllabus

.l (walanal
A IGATO CH088, AIQnE :

The questioning of a literary
text as a narrative of reality was
the epistemological break that the
post colonial interventions in the
academia brought about in the
English class room. This led to

an inquiry of reality into the |
cultural realms. The cultural |

critique, which considered the
historicity of a text, would
attempt to ‘write back the
Empire’ that literary reality
constructed. It is in such a context
that the restructuring of the

syllabus in the universilies in
Kerala is ought to be seen, The |
CCSS Curriculum introduced by |
The Higher Education Council |

YERBLA PRAIVATE
COLLEGE TEACHER

under Dr. K.N. Panikar and the
course books designed for the
Universities in Kerala in this
conlext is an attempt to subvert
the colonial politics to a great
extent.

Knowledge is not a neutral
category that gets circulated in
a society in an unmediated
way. English studies in
Colleges and Universities in
Kerala get greater dimensions
by virtue of the history of their
colonial association, the fact
being that that it was a major
apparatus to civilise the
natives. Canons of literature are
constructed as normative,
which however are argued to
be part of a project of the West
which only serves to freeze the
‘Oriental’ subject, while giving
an unquestioning authority to
the ‘Enlightened’ European
patriarchal subject. The
ideologies of the reform
movements and educational
enterprises in Kerala could not
be extricated from the notion
of academics in that, the
Cf’]?ﬂizers undertook much of
their humanizing and civilizing
activities in the colonies with
the help of literary works that
were notified as carrying
material of enormous aesthetic
and universal value.
km}:'::?"‘}“—‘ﬂnﬂ have used their

edge of the Orient toO
f‘i\’l_}rl_jl]“rer it. Df. PP
ovcendran argues that these
m }’th::nl:;!;rre?l to as aestheti
gisations through

___--‘""J
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{Dr. K.N.'Pm;{kk&r

which several Euro-centric
notions are smuggled into
the imaginaries of the subject.
Macaulay, who laid the
foundation of English
education in India through
his Minutes, made clear that
the coloniser’s objective in
spreading English education
was to form a class “Indian
in blood and colour, but
English in taste, in opinions,
in morals and in intellect.”
With their political and
intellectual authority, the
British could succeed in
realising what they
envisaged. The colonial
authority masqueraded itself
as a set of universal values
about truth, rationality and
knowledge. The codes of
orientalism that came to be
internalised by the elite of
the celonies retain legitimacy
even now.

There was a consensus
that English should be
studied in schools and in the
universities in order that we
must keep ourselves in touch
with “the living stream of
ever-growing knowledge”.
Further, even in the global
post-liberation /liberalisation
period, in regional

universities, English studies
proceeded for a period along
the colonial paradigm in the
selection as well as
interpretation of texts. The
curriculum was in the line of
legitimizing the pedagogic
practice extant under the
colonial education system
which inv(flested English
literature with ‘universal
values’ and a timeless human
significance by disengaging
it from the circumstances out
of which the has

text

)

Dr.E.V. Rmnakrishnan

emerged as well as from the
ethos in which it was being
received. The result was that
Macaulay’s ill-famous
statement, that dubbed the
entire native literature of
India and Arabia as worth
nothing more than “a single
shelf of a good European
library,” got acceptance and
English Literature was
taught to civilize the barbaric
Indians - to make people
part of the WesL.

The introduction  of
English studies is to be seen
as a political project and the
purpose of this has been spelt
out in a somewhat crude way
by an English official called

J. Farish in a Minute that he
issued for the Bombay
Presidency: “The natives
must either be kept down by
a sense of our power, or they
must willingly submit from a
conviction that we are more
wise, more just, more
humane and more anxious to
improve their condition than
any other rulers they could
possibly  have.”  This
perception was at the heart
of ancient Sanskrit poetics as
well, which obviously was
one reason why the European
view found immediate
acceptability in the Oriental
world in the era of
modernity and colonization.
At the same time the
Europeans were quick to
patent their poetics with its
scientific claim. A thick
division of science and non
science was made, such that
literature would lose to the
more credible, useful and
utilitarian based science. A
comment by the late Steve
Jobs, an ambassador of the
Apple Computers/
multimedia, as to how the

Dr. PP Raveendran
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Indian philosophical talk
about darkness and light
becomes obsolete with the
invention of the electric bulb
by Edison, is significant in
this respect that even today
such ideas are getting
circulated about the East,
says C. Padmanabhan.

Empires needed to know
about the colonies — geology,
geography, cartography, and
statistics. What was left to
plunder was their prime
motive, both material and
otherwise. Imperialism must
have come to an end, but not
the ‘Empire,” which remains
as a huge network of cultural
production and exchange
whose logic of rule, in step
with the process of
globalization, brings the
entire world under its
command.

The incorporation of
Indian English texts, regional
literature texts in translation,
comparative literature and
translation studies etc. into
the curriculum didn’t
guarantee anything as the
theoretical paradigm of these
studies was in keeping with
the colonial hegemony. The
literary historians would be
co-opted by the aesthetic
ideology and reproduce the
identical ideology. Literary
histories have been acting as
important  means  of
disseminating and
appropriating cultural capital
in colonial and post colonial
Kerala. We were almost
having a cultural amnesia,
forgetful of the ‘cultural
roots” of the local languages,
focusing on global mobility.

Dr. E.V. Ramakrishnan
notes that while English
came to represent truth,

modernity, secularism and
rationality, Indian languages
became synonymous with
backwardness, superstition
and obscurantism. Gauri
Viswanathan says on the
beginning of English literary
studies in the country that
the British colonial
administrators, provoked by
missionaries on the one hand
and fears of native

insubordination on the other,
discovered an ally in English
literature to support them in

Dr.K.C. Muraleedharan
maintaining control of the
natives under the guise of a
liberal education. This
applies equally to the
introduction of English

language studies, as well as

that of all kinds of
Eurocentric academic
discourses.

Although many people say
that literature and other
works depicting the East are
only done with honest and
sincere fascination, the truth
is that many times those
authors and artists can depict
the East in a very biased way,
Percy Ozymandias, one of

KERALA PAIVATE
COLLEGE TEACHER
most Jnthologized poems

B. Shelley, the English
poet, and son of a

arliamentarian, in
Universities, may  be
intcrpreted to say that
ancient Egyptians, and
colonial-period Egyptians by
extension, were barbarians,
assionate in their anger and
lust for power, sinful
hedonists, and eventually
doomed due to all of their

the
of I'.b. -
Romantic

British p

uncivilized ways of life.
People may continue to
debate the validity of

Edward Said’s discussion of
orientalism , but in the mean
time, one might do well to try
and be sensitive and aware
of why and how they are
getting represented in
colonial literature and other
discursive forms like films
still in circulation through the
curriculum in the
postcolonial scenario.
Studies on orientalism have
demonstrated that the
political control of colonies
was facilitated by
interventions in matters of
culture, education and law.
The range and reach of
colonial discourses that
inform the sites of the
postcolonial nation have
been extensive. QOrientalism
as the unwritten ideology of
the colonial state apparatus,
set In motion g large number
of stereotypes, myths and
fantasies about the ‘East’ and
invested them with the stamp
of foi_cial truth through the
Machinery of political
POower,

An analysis of some of the
fﬂﬂn‘lls that have found their
L;"I;‘l{;l{‘ ft!]e syllabi of various
i Sities in Kerala may be

revealing in the way in
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John Keats

which it carries on the
process of orientalizing.
“Ozymandias” by P.B.
Shelley is usually
anthologized as a masterful
sonnet. The poem is “usually
read as a radical critique of
tyranny and a statement of
the transience of temporal
power”. The book edited by
Dr. K.C. Muraleedharan for
Kannur University is the first
of its kind to problematise
Ozimandias in these lines in
Kerala. New readings
suggest, he says, that Shelley
was deeply influenced by the
orientalist perception of the

Egyption ruler as an
exponent of oriental
despotism.

The teachers and students
would take the central theme
of “Ozymandias” for the
inevitable decline of all
leaders, and of the empires
they build, however mighty
in their own time. A
symptomatic reading of the
poem would bring out the
colonial  politics  that
underpins the imagination of
the English poet. Fredric
Jameson, the American
Marxist critic commanded to
“always historicize!” Egypt

is widely regarded by the
West as  an  important
political and cultural nation
of the Middle East. The 2008
edition of the travel guide
(Lonely Planet’s guide) to
Egypt says that the poem
was inspired by the fallen
statue of Ramesses 11 at the
Ramesseum, a memorial
temple built by Ramesses at
Thebes, near Luxor in Upper
Egypt. This statue, however,
does not have “two vast and

g Shakespeare

trunkless legs of stone”, nor
does it have a “shattered
visage” with a “frown and
wrinkled lip, and sneer of
cold command.” (In fact, it is
said, all statues of Egyptian
kings have a uniform
expression of serene
benevolence.) Nor does the
base of the statue at Thebes
have any inscription,
although Ramesses’s name is
inscribed on the statue itself.

The Old Testament image
of Egypt as the land of
enslavement for the
Hebrews predominated, and
Pharaoh’ became a synonym

for despotism and
oppression in the 19th
century, However,

Enlightenment thinking and
colonialist explorations in the
late 18th century renewed
their interest in ancient
Egypt as both a model for,
and an exotic alternative to,
Western culture, The poem
thus can be read out as a
cultural construct of the
vested interest of the West,
Such a cruel male could never
be tolerated with. The
British kings were
‘benevolent despots’ of the
Tudor dynasty, according to
their own on historians. Or
they have constructed a
history of such a West to be
taught in Indian schools and
colleges. Moreover, they
have constructed a history
for us as well, depicting the
indigenous kings as despots,
It became their humanitarian
duty to free we people from
the clutches of such unruly
rules and civilize us.

For centuries, people of
western cultures have been
travelling to the eastern
countries after hearing about
the wonders that others have
encountered here. When
European nations began
colonizing Asian countries,
they took with them their

13— sEPTEMBER 2012
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own ideals and moral values
and projected them onto the
new cultures which they
were ‘discovering’. The fact
that many of those works
construct a twisted image of
their subjects to degrade and
colonize Asian countries

should be studied
systematically.
This construction

happened right before the
colonization of Asian
countries when the
colonizers looked for all the
possible evidence that they
could find which would
support a view of the natives
as ‘barbarians.” By turning
people of Asian and Middle-
Eastern cultures into the
‘other,’ the unfamiliar groups
of peoples who did not know
about civilized ways of
living, it was easier for
countries looking for new
lands to justify the invasion
and colonization of those
cultures.

For Karl Marx, Oriental
Despotism was a quality
ascribed to the large cities of
the Middle East and Asia,
which could not have been
truly independent, mainly
due to their geographical
location. He described the

Satchidanandan

phenomena as an “Asialic
Mode of Production”,
which prevented such slates
[rom  progressing  and
required an outside
(Western) force to enforce
‘Progressive’ reforms.
Romila Thaper is of the

opinion that Marx was
totally opposed to the
interests of British

imperialism. However Marx
had believed that the coming
of the British was the means
by which despotism in India
could be terminated.
Orientalism was not only
about constructing the
traditions of East as barbaric,
despotic, but also about
propagating what real
‘progress’ was. One of the

P Sainath -

most significant ways in
which this was done was to
perpetuate normative
models of genders. As per
this Oriental discourse,
gendered identities and
sexualities were constructed
in terms of a heterosexual
paradigm defined by a
patriarchal tradition. This
was to put in place the passive
femininity and the macho
masculinity as its
protagonists, which was to
find their way into the

NERALA FRIVATE

COLLEGE TEACHER

-

literary texts that form the
canon.

One of the best-known of
154 sonnets written by
William Shakespeare,
another much anthologized
poem, “Shall I compare thee
to a summer'’s day?” have
been typically taught in our
class rooms as discussing the
love and beauty of a beloved,
often an unattainable love.
The sonnet becomes part of
the elitist and enlightened
white culture which is male
centred. Woman is marginal
to this world. All ‘great’
works of Shakespeare have
been considered to be
tragedies where the male
reign supreme. The female is
peripheral to the world of
‘significant’ men.

When woman comes to
the centre in the romantic
Period as a subject of poetry,
she is cast from the male
perspective. An example
could be Keats’ freu.]uentl}'
anthologized poem, “La
Belle Dame sans Merci,” the
title of an early fifteenth-
century French poem which
l‘nulmmgs to the tradition of
CI.H.ITH}" love. Keats
appropriates this phrase for
a ballad which has been

SEPTEMBER 2012 ——— lﬁ
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generally read as the story of
a seductive and treacherous
woman who tempts men
away from the real world
and then leaves them, their
dreams unfulfilled and their
lives blighted. A fatal woman
conventionally tempts man
with her beauty and
ultimately  causes his
destruction. Keats allies
himself with the male against
the female, making the
knight a helpless victim. The
male voice both appropriates
and silences the female. We
never hear what the dame
thought or felt. This poem
thus becomes a case of
‘Harassing the muse,” an
unwarranted sexual and
verbal assault upon a female
whose response is neither
listened to nor recorded.
All the three poems
discussed above have
intentionally been included
by the editor, Dr. K.C.
Muraleedharan, in the
anthology, Reading Literature
in English, to address such
issues. It took a long time to
make the women’s voice
heard in our syllabi. Meena
Kandaswami and a host of
other new generation female
writers are given a space in
the  present  Kannur
University B.A. English Main
syllabus by the Board of
Studies. The book Literature
and Contemporary Issues which
has been criticized for its anti
globalization articles by a
poet Satchidanandan and The
Hindu ‘rural reporter’ P.
Sainath and the whole
syllabus could be analysed
one by one, for the way in
which it puts forward a
constructive critique of its
politics of neo, colonization.

The only request to Professor
Hridayakumari, daughter of
the great activist poet of the
freedom struggle,
Bodheswaran, is to go
through the books open
heartedly. It is irrational
though to expect a
constructive approach from
the elder sister of poet
Sugathakumari, who couldn’t
tolerate a poem of Meena
Alexander on Gandhiji.
Prof. Hridayakumari,
who taught Shakespeare,
Shelley and Keats for
decades in various colleges
in Kerala, shouldn't leave
these facts unnoticed. If she
had known things in detail,
her committee would never
have asserted that the
methodology courses are

Macaulay

irrelevant. It would be an
irresponsible statement that
decreasing the depth and
increasing  the breadth
would  sabotage the
fundamental aims of higher
education, when one
considers the ‘politics’ of the
text. It is not all apolitical and
one might be blissfully
unaware that no text is free
from politics, One’s duty is
to address and analyse them.
The first verdict of her
committee that the breaking
down of knowledge-
oriented subjects into small
capsules prevented any in-
depth study becomes faulty
because of this. That the
syllabus and the textbooks
are not prepared with a
comprehensive outlook and
do not have depth and
integrity on -the ‘subject,
leaving the students and the
teachers, frightened by the
names of texts given for
reference can be a' criticism
possible to be raised only by
Rip Van Winkles who have
been pretending to be
sleeping.

At the very outset, the
committee 'mentions in its
report why the credit-and-
semester system was put to
a halt in the U.K. almost a
decade earlier, the argument
being that the experience in
the U.K. shows a contrary
picture, leading to a going
back to annual examinations
to avoid malpractice. One
would not wonder if the
committee recommends the
government to invite rulers
of the U.K. to take charge of
the state of Kerala, take the
‘barbaric’ people once again
to civilization, as in the days
of Macaulay!
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very important by 48.1% and
important by one-third. Site
navigation ~ and product
comments and reviews closely
followed, voted very important
or important by 81% and 78.1%
of respondents, respcctiu_ruI}r. By
contrast, receiving advice and
recommendations from live chat
support was important to just
20.4% of respondents, and very
important to only 13.6%. The
proportion of online shoppers
who say that the personalization
of their shopping experience on
smartphones (16.8%) or tablets
(15.5%) did not meet their
. expectations during the 2011

Bayn()te HOhd a holiday season far exceeds those
y who felt that way about their

> experience on a traditional e-

commerce site (6.64%), according

ShO l I I Sl I I ‘;‘ e to] a survey released in January
2012 by Baynote. Facebook also

lagged, T-’il:h 15.7% saying the
personalization of their

Dr.F.5. Mohanakumar experience on the social network
did not meet their expectations.

5 Data from the “2nd Annual Facebook fared the worst in

/ Baynote Holiday Shopping terms of privacy, with 21%
:{ Survey” indicates that the saying that it did not meet their
i leading attribute cited by expectations,  ahead  of
3 online shoppers for making smartphones (159%) t tablets
their experience positive was (12.7%), and l'.!-CUl‘l‘tl‘l‘l;:'rCf:' sites

the checkout experience, rated (5%).

Influencers of Online Sho

8 ol e sgesndeiag

Pping
January 2013
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Five Indian
firms in
Forbes’ list of
top innovators

Five Indian companies —
Larsen & Toubro, Hindustan
Unilever, Infosys, Tata
Consultancy and Sun
Pharma — have made it to
the list of 100 most
innovative firms in the
world, prepared by US
business magazine Forbes.
Engineering giant L&T is
ranked among the top ten
companies, ahead of Google
and Starbucks. L&T is
ranked ninth in the list. US-
based Salesforce.com tops
the rankings. Fast moving
consumer goods company
Hindustan Unilever is
positioned 12th, while
global technology services
firm Infosys holds the 19th
slot. TCS is placed at the
29th position. Specialty
pharma company Sun
Pharmaceutical Industries is
ranked at the 38th position.
Forbes used the “Innovation
Premium” which is
calculated first by projecting
a company’s income from
existing businesses, plus
anticipated growth from
those businesses, and look at
the net present value of
those cash flows. To be
considered in the list, at least
seven years of financial data
for a given firm are needed.
Besides, firms with market
value greater than $10 billion
and those which make some
investment in R&D were
considered

Shome pahel
on GAAR &
tax evasion

The expert committee on

GAAR  (General Anti
Avoidance Rules), under the
chairmanship of ICRIER chief
Parthasarathi Shome, is in a
bid to fine-tune what has
been hitherto been viewed as
controversial provisions and
usher in more clarity and
transparency in the draft
guidelines mainly with the
objective of checking tax
evasion

The key recommendations of
expert committee are as
under;

1) GAAR should be deferred
by three years;

2) GAAR should be
applicable only if a tax benefit
of Rs. 3 crore and above has
been obtained by the
taxpayer;

3) In case of deferral of tax
benefit, present value of tax
benefit should be
considered;

4) Non-applicability of GAAR
on a resident
of Mauritius holding valid
tax residency certificate;

I'--.

5) GAAR should not be
applicable if FII offers to be
taxed under domestic laws;
6) GAAR should not be
applicable if non-resident
invests in listed securities
through FlIs;

7) Abolition of tax on gains
arising from transfer of
listed securities (both capital
gains and business income);
8) Grandfathering of existing
structures or investment. In
other words, only income
arising after implementation
of GAAR should be subject
to provisions;

9) GAAR should not be
allowed to over-ride the
anti-avoidance provisions of
treaties (i.e. limitation of
benefit, etc.);

10) Onus should be on
revenue to prove if a
transaction is impermissible
avoidance agreement;

1) Amendment to the Act to
provide that only
arrangements  with  sole
purpose (and not one of the
main purpose) of obtaining
tax benefit should be covered
under GAAR;

12) Tax consequences of
‘impermissible avoidance
arrangements’ should be
limited to the tainted part of
the transaction;
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No
Rounding-Off

Marks

Dr. K. Krishnadas In a recentjudgment,the Supreme
Sree Sunkara College,Kalady - Court has taken a decision that
Convenar, AKPCTA Legal Cell yyould  have far reaching
consequences on the future of
thousands of students,whereby it is
decreed that there can be no
rounding-off of the percentage of
marks to the next digit, for eligibility
of admission to a course, when
eligibility criteria are clearly
mentioned.
“When eligibility criteria are
prescribed in a

qualifyingexamination,it must be |

strictly adhered to”.

The apex court bench of Justice
A.K.Patnaik and Justice
RanjanaPrakash Desai said in a
recent judgment.

“ANY DILUTION OR
TAMPERING WITH IT WILL
WORK INJUSTICE ON OTHER

CANDIDATES".
ANDSUCH ROUNDING OFFIS |
IMPERMISSIBLE ** said Justice |

RanjanaPrakash Desai who
authored the judgment.

The apex court’s judgment
came while answering the
question of law regarding,
whether a relaxation was possible
through the application of the
Principle of rounding off in
eligibility criteria prescribed for
admission in a case related to a
Post- Graduate nursing course.

The court said “No provision
of any statute or any rules framed
here under has been shown to us,
which permits rounding- off of the
eligibility criteria prescribed for
the qualifying examination for
admission to the PG course in
M.SC Nursing.

The court sought strict
adherence to the eligibility criteria,
while disposing off an appeal by
Bangalore based Rajiv Gandhi
University of Health Sciences,
challenging the October 28 , 2010
judgment of the division bench of
the Karnataka High Court,
declining to entertain a plea
against the single - judgment
order, upholding rounding off the
percentage of marks obtained by
one G.Hemalatha, so as to make
her eligible for admission to the
Post- Graduate nursing course.
The Apex Court observed “The
Division Bench of the High Court
erred in holding that the learned
single judge was right in rounding
off 54.71% to 55%, so as to make
respondent Hemalatha , eligible
for admission to the PG course.
Such  rounding off s
impermissible.

Hemalatha completed the
Bachelor of Science Degree in
Nursing with 54.71 percent
aggregate marks from NTR
university of Health Sciences in
the year 1997 .
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ALA PRAVATE
COLIEGE TEACHER

Vinodkumar Edachery

REM Swdp Yogam College, Kovilandy

Leader lay still

Like Bheeshma on a

Bed of arrows

Of ravaged memory

Yes, very critical- in ICU
Not that familiar smile now
But gripping fear

Nervous chanting of God
Quite an indifference

To the inquisitive looks
Measuring the busy paths
He trod in vain

Waving at the crowd
Seeming uneasy

About the dark, unknown
Regions of fear

A sight not so sad

But waiting

An all-traits holiday
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GOVERNMENT OF KERALA
Most Immediate
Fax message

Higher Education (D) Department
No. 30985/D1/2010 /H.Edn. . Thiruvananthapurag

Dated: 11-09-2012
From
The Principal Secretary to Government

To
The Director of Collegiate Education Thiruvananthapuram

Sir,
Sub:- Higher  Education Department - Private Aided Colleges — Refixation of
workload - reg.

Ref- GO (Ms) No. 87/121H.Edn dated 1213112

from G_i:wer_nment. The Deputy Directors of Collegiate Education may be given immediate

strict direction not to entertain and approve proposals of staff fixation and recruitment by
the workload fixed by the above Government Order.

Yours faithfully,

FINNY ZACHARIAH

Deputy Secretary

for Principal Secretary to Government

” T——— SEPTEMBER 2012
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