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Workshop for

Reviewing
CBCS

2nd October, Ernakulam

A one day workshop to “Review the
Working of Choice Based Credit
Semester System in Kerala” was held at
Ernakulam on 2™ October 2013 under
the auspices of the Academic Committee
of AKPCTA. A detailed survey,
soliciting the response of the teaching
community on various aspects related
to CBCSS, was conducted in almost all
Colleges in the State prior to the
workshop and an Approach Paper was
also distributed to all branches to
facilitate discussions at various levels.
The exceptional turnout at the
workshop, and the wide variety of
issues raised by the participants, bear
testimony to the tremendous
commitment of the teaching community
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towards the development of the
academic atmosphere in the Colleges.

Dr.K.Sreevalsan, General
Secretary, AKPCTA welcomed the
participants to the workshop which
was presided over by Dr.V.K.Vijayan,
Vice President, AKPCTA and
Chairman of the Academic
Committee. The approach paper was
presented in two parts by
Dr. K.P.Sukumaran Nair, President,
AKPCTA and C.Padmanabhan,
Convenor, Academic Committee. The
ensuing discussions covered a wide
variety of areas both within and
outside the purview of CBCSS. The
survey results are being consolidated
and the outcome of the workshop is
in the process of being consolidated
into a document. However the central
message of the workshop seems to be
that while the academic community
needs to stand united to oppose the
haphazard reforms that are being
brought into the CBCSS regulations
in the name of Hridayakumari
Commission report it also needs to
take up the task of modifying the
various aspects of CBCSS in the light
of our experience with the system so
as to reinforce it to meet the current
requirements.

_-—---.-.-.-.
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Waning of the
Real and the

Emergence of the
Hyper Real

5 It is true that in the history of
- humanity, a span of time
| comprising a few decades is
small; ‘'smaller still is the
magnitude of a century in the
n vast stretches of time in relation
. S to the history of the universe. Still,
'l\ } = from a purely human perspective,
' the last century upto present can
Reji Paikkattu | beseen asuniquein the sense that
Associate Professor of English, | man succeeded, up to a level, in
MG College, Iit¥ | transcending the limitations of
time and space using the
advances in the realm of
knowledge and its application in
the form of technology. Towards
the end of the nineteenth century,
in Thus Spake Zarathustra,
Frederick Nietzsche spoke about
the death of God.

Ironically, the succeeding
decades witnessed man's
yearning and incessant striving
to become ‘god-like’ with the help
of knowledge and its application.
Western thought, cultural and
political  practices  and

| experimental science the pioneers

of which came from western
hemisphere attained a reach and
OVerw Lul ming presence throughout
the world. By and large, Eurocentric
view gained almost universal
:wculptnnm; even among those who
rm ess a contempt towards the
wgemony of the west, cultural and
political practices that owe
inspiration to the west find wide
acclaim and ardent emulation.
Cumulative impact and intertwining
give and take process from the days
of the Renaissance onwards through
the Enlightenment coupled with tﬁe
yearning to usher in an egalitarian
world via revolution at last got a sort
of muted stability of modernity with
which millenuia?lvisiﬂns o1 the inost
ardent radicals find peace aud
happiness.

As a result of that, representative
form of government on the political
front and, on the personal level,
increasing reliance on the utmost use
of modern gadgets, primarily for
information generation, processing
and consumption become the order
of the day. ]%l'ne only possible and
viable mode of revolution turned out
to be Transportation Revolution
which helped man to transcend the
limitation imposed by space;
Transmission Revolution that rely on
telegraph, telephone, television and
internet which radically redefine the
nature of reality that we confrontand
replace it with virtual reality and
Transplantation Revolution that aim
at longer and l'li:{Ppih‘r life for which
electronics and modern medical
advances move forward hand in
hand leading to the emergence of even
‘cyborg’ as a fact or figurative reality.

Human beings are endowed with
faculties for thinking about new
possibilities and meaningful
production for distribution and
consumption of things. Hence, they
are logically and rationally happy
with the use value and exchange
value of goods and services as part of
social and political life. Use value of
a thing is centered on the utility of it
and the satisfaction of needs 1t can
fulfill in any given context, Exchange
value is primarily related to the
marketing of it with the aim of making

rofit and accumulation of wealth.
Eenerall}r speaking, from the
lastdecades of the twentieth century
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onwards, things have been seen
and purchased with the main
aim of amplifying social
prestige by emphasizing its
sign value (“l am no longer like
you; [ use Sll and drive BMW")
Gradually, more and more
developments in the world of
technology culminated in the
digitalization and
computerization of the process
of information handling,
generation, transmission,
perception and also responses
ossible for human beings.
edia-centered world in which
we live today has the
overwhelming power to
influence and affect our
perception of ourselves the
outside world and what is
called ‘reality’. By and large
owing to the digitalization
using code and  the
pervasiveness of images in
everyday life, upto a very great
extent, death of the real and the
birth of the ‘hyper real’ have
become part of human
condition now a days.
Fusillade of images that
bombard the mind and
perception of people who
confront the digital world is so
overwhelming so that they
radically redefine themselves
and project their own image in
tune with the demands and
norms prevailing there. Hence
it is easy to neglect or be
oblivious of the next door
neighbours; but it is almost
impossible not to respond to the
fake identity of a Facebook
friend! To take an example from
the fashion trend of the last few
years that owes direct allegiance
to the ‘norms’ and ‘practices’
projected, by the digital world,
what is called ‘leggings’ is an
innerwear in terms of its
material and structural
function in relation to the
human body. But many people
become zudacious enough to
treat it as proper dress and quite
unabashedly, flaunt it in the
marketplace or anywhere
thr-_*rebir transformin
themselves into a sort of selt-
exhibition of moving

pornography! The seductive
power of the mass media and
also that of our world is so great
so that we surrender ourselves
in an. “ecstasy of
communication”, to use an
expression of Baudrillard.

In Consumer Society which
was Eublished as early as 1970,
Jean Baudrillard wrote: “Today,
we are everywhere surrounded
by the remarkable
conspicuousness of
consumption and affluence,
established b the
multiplication ofv objects,
services and material goods.
This now constituted a
fundamental mutation in the
ecology of the human species”.
The prevailing social and
political system envisages the
production and marketing of as
many goods as possible with a
view toincreasing consumption
and profit. Hence different
media have the faithful role of a
willing partner to promote a
lifestyle centered around
consumption for its own sake
and shopping to boost the
social status. Ethics and truth
become casualty in this context.
Advertisements — the official art
form of modernity and
capitalism, in the words of

Raymond Willams - bestow a-

magical and bewitching quality
to the products so that they
become irresistible. One ironic
and funny aspect of change is
that whereas in olden days
human beings were surrounded
by human beings, nowadays,
man is surrounded by objects to
be consumed. Different media,
whether it be television or
internet, condition and mould
the spectators to become ecstatic
consumers of the images and
objects.

Market, media and
advertisements have developed
a reach and presence that
permeate the most subtle levels
of individual conscience and
gattern of human relations.

pectacles, bewitching range of
colours and titi]lating music
and movements (dance?) weave
a magical world with the subtle
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manipulation of aesthetics,
psychology and sociology with
the result that spectators are
transformed into willing
consumers who find salvation
in frequenting shﬂpping malls.

Repeatedly, the media and
advertisements exhort all
Fuup]e that our health and
happiness, beauty and status,
information and affection,
recognition and position - in
short, the very reason for our
existence — can be found in the
market in the role as a
consumer. Advertizsements
amc{.jli fy the appetite; elicit envy
and guide us to find meanin
of existence in being an
becoming a consumer. When
this trend becomes the dominant
model of human interaction in
society, it invariably leads to the
accumulation of waste in the
drive for prestige. Problem of
waste is very real; it is not
hyperreal.

Once Baudrillard wrote that
the end of history could be
captured by the image of a lone
man involved in jogging,
oblivious to his surrounding,
hearing only the music of his
ownipod and aware only of the
statements he himself was
making about health, fashion,
fitness and endurance. He was
running straight ahead, but
with no end in view. If at all
there is an end, that would be
the end of, what may be broadly
called as, humanism that has
got a history well over five
centuries as part of which man
found himself to be the criterion
of everything. “Nothing human
is alien to me” is an old saying.
Man made machines and
different sorts of simulations
can replace the tenets of
humanism, upto a level.
Ultimately humanity will
prevail despite the heavy
emphasis on consumption,
accumulation of waste in the
drive for social status, the
proliferation of images and
multiplication of sensations.
Unsustainable mode of
development and saturation of
images in the hyper real world.

_——---.-.-
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RUSA 1s
Replacing
UuGC?

Vijaya Kumari.K
Asst. Professor, Depl of History,
Al Saints” College, Trivandrum.

RUSA(Rash triya Uchchatar

Shiksha Abhiyan) a new centrally
sponsored scheme is proposed by
the Ministry of MHRD to replace
University Grants Commission
and to hand over the key of higher
education to the hands of
Corporate who will decide the
future of higher education and
there by the future of India. RUSA
a new scheme, going to be
introduced in India by the Central
Government in all the States. The
organizers of the proposed agency
are of the opinion that, RUSA,
latest flagship scheme of the
government wiil pave the way for

| far reaching reforms at the state level.
. They argued that in every institution,

the Governing Body and a Project
Monitoring is necessary and there is
the need for reforms in State higher
education sector. For that they are
planning to use central fundsina
strategic manner to ensure holistic
planning at the state level and
enhancement of allocations for the
state institutions.

Rashtriya Uchchatar Shiksha
Abhiyan a new centrally sponsored
scheme would be spread over the two
plan periods (X1l and XIII), and would
be an over arching scheme for
funding the State universities and
Colleges to achieve the aims of equity,
access and excellence. This scheme
is called Rashtriya Uchchatar
Shiksha Abhiyan (RUSA). All
funding under the RUSA would be
norm based and future grants would
be outcome dependent. Certain
academic, administrative and
governance reforms will be a
precondition for receiving funding
under RUSA. Centre-State funding to
will be in the ratio of 90:10 for North-

lf Eastern States & &K, 75:25 for Other
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Special Category States (Sikkim,

Himachal Pradesh and
Uttarakhand) and 65:35 for
Other States and UTs. Funding
will be available to even private-
aided institutions, subject to
their antiquity, for permitted
activities (not all) based on
certain norms and parameters,
in a ratio of 50:50.

While the government can
endeavor to transform a select
group of Indian higher
education institutions into
world class institutions and
attract investments for new
institutions by easing current
norms, overcoming systemic
challenges, creating a
conducive environment for
higher education to thrive in
and focusing on quality of the
institutions and the outcomes.
The government needs to
transform itself from a provider
of higher education to play key
roles in enabling and
establishing an appropriate
regulatory framework to set
quality standards for higher
education. RUSA, with a
radically new approach
coming to dominate the field of
higher education.

RUSA is based on key
principles of performance-
based funding, incentivizing
well performing institutions
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and decision making through
clearly defined norms, which
will establish and rely upon a
management information
system lo gather the essential
infarmaltion from institutions. It
s claimed that RUSA will have

©asharper focus on equity-based

- development, and

RUSA is based on

key principles of
performance-based
funding, incentivizing
well performing
institutions and
decision making
through clearly defined
norms, which will
establish and rely upon
a management
information system to
gather the essential
information from
institutions. ltis
claimed that RUSA will
have a sharper focus
on equity-based
development, and
improvement in
teaching-learning
quality and research,
but while analyzing we
will understand that,
RUSA will be a
dangerous weapon
going to be

experimented in the .

field of higher
education.

improvement in teaching-
lcarning quality and research,
but while analyzing we will
understand that, RUSA will be
a dangerous weapon going to
be experimented in the field of
higher education.

In order to be eligible for
funding under RUSA, States
will have to fulfill certain
prerequisites.

These include
= thecreation of a State Higher
Education Councils,

« creation of accreditation
agencies,

=« preparation of the state
perspective plans,

s commitment of certain
stipulated share of funds
towards RUSA,

s« academic, sectoral and
institutional governance
reforms,

» Filling faculty positions etc.

» Under the scheme, an initial
amount will be provided to
the State government to
prepare them for complying
with these  a-priori
requirements. Once eligible
for funding under RUSA,
after meeting the prerequisite
commitments,

» TheStates will receive funds
on the basis of achievements
and outcomes.

» The yardstick for deciding
the quantum of funds for the
states and institution
comprise the norms that
reflect the performance in
key result areas (access,

e
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equity and excellence).

« TheState plans will capture
the current position of the
States and institutions with
respect to these indicators,
as well as the targets that
need to be achieved.

« The State Higher Education
Council will undertake this
process of planning,
execution and evaluation, in
addition to other monitoring
and capacity building
functions.

« encourage private
participation in the higher
education,

« The corporate sector as key
stakeholder in higher
education can play a pivotal
role.

The detailed institutional
structure of RUSA is also
presented in the document
released by MHRD, but it was
decided by without discussing
with the stakeholders. At the
national level, the scheme will
be implemented by the RUSA
Mission Authority and assisted
by the Project Advisory Group,
Technical Support Group and
Project Directorate. The main
agency through which RUSA
will work in the States will be
the State Higher Education
Council (SHEC), an
autonomous body that will
function atan arm’s length from
the state and central
governments. It may be
immediately created through an
executive order issued by the
States, but which must be
accorded statutory status
within 5 years. RUSA has
suggested a composition and
structure for the Council. The
Council will be expected to
perform planning, monitoring &
evaluation, quality assurance
and academic functions, as

well as advisory and funding
functions. It will plan for the
development of higher
education at the state level and
the State Higher Education
Plan prepared by it would
constitute the main instrument
to guide the entire
transformative process in the
state higher education sector.
SHEC will be assisted by State
Project Directorate and
Technical Support Group. In
order for the State Higher
education system to function
effectively, States need to setup
State Higher Education
Councils. State Councils may be
formed through an executive
order, in the beginning, but
within five years they must be
converted into statutory bodies
bv Acts of the State Legislature.
The Councils will perform
multiple roles such as strategy
and planning, monitoring,
evaluation ete. Subsequent
section would detail the way
these councils have to be
structured and formed.

It is the commitment of
RUSA to encourage private
participation in the higher
education, but with necessary
caution to be exercised against
profit objectives or
commercialization. It will be
possible for the state to mobilize
50% of the State improving our
current higher education system
as well as in meeting future
aspirations. Corporations can
collaborate with the academia
in contribution through private
participation or contributions/
donations etc. The corporate
sector as key stakeholder in
higher education can play a
pivotal role in several ways,

with  varying funding

commitment:

e Direct ownership and
management of
institutions

« Collaborating with the
higher education institutio
-ns in research, faculty
development,
infrasiructure creation,
student scholarships, and
governance,

The organizers of the
proposed agency are of the
opinion that, latest flagship
scheme of the government will
pave the way for far reaching
reforms at the state level. We are
assured that while doing all
these reforms in the field of
higher education, RUSA will
also aim to provide greater
autonomy to universities as well
as colleges. RUSA is a new
agency brought in to play the
corporate game in the field of
higher education. [tis sure that
higher education will be in a
situation of chaos and
confusion that no Government
machinery (both Central and
State Govt) can solve the
problem, because higher
education will be will be in the
hands of Corporates. The
dangerous thing is that RUSA
mainly focuses on funding in
higher education, according to
the whims and fancies of
administrators and executives
with the involvement of
Corporates and thereby making
privatization of education
easier in all the States of India.
To conclude it is suggested that
each and every citizen of India,
the students, teachers and all
the stakeholders should
carefully watch what is
happening around us to
destroy the democratization
and universalization of
education especially in higher
education. And every one of us
should bold enough to react
against the strategy of agencies
and the corporates who are
ready to commercialize the
entire education system of
India.
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Fascist
erance:

the precarious predicament
of a secular nation

Sreekantan Nair

VTM NS5 College, Dwmtrachaprirm

A.ll religions are similar. They
preach peace . At the same time ,
they practice violence as well and
become dissimilar in terms of
practicing violence in
differentiating degrees and
proportions. This contradiction
has been there in the history of
humanity ever since the very
appearance of religion. Violence
is breeded in the bed rocks of
intolerance. Why do religions
spread intolerance? Though in
the periphery they seem to be
pious and peace loving in its core
it is filled with narrow and
partisan interests. This inlerests
fall against freedom democracy
and even the basic rights of
people.lt is in the name of this
religious intolerance that all
scientific spirit and craving for
progress and dignity were kept

in bay.Really it is cultural fascism
where fanatics stretch their teeth for
the flesh of innocent people all over
the world. Unfortunately ,in India, the
pray,this time happened to be
Narendra Dabholkar.

The cold blooded killing of
Dabholkar in Pune is a black mark
on Indian democracy and its civil
society. Forces of intolerance,
superstition, irrationality and
reaction killed him not because he
threatened their faith or freedom, but
because he was against exploiting
people through black magic, sorcery,
and sleights-of-hand while invoking
supernatural powers.

History is blessed with any
number of such reactionary and
idiotic postures of religion.In all its
paces of walk, religion had been and
still is intolerant. It was the very
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sense of intolerance that killed
Jesus Christ. Socratese was was
mercifully given hemlock when
he opposed the ruler.There were
many attempts on Saint
Ramanuja’s life when he
propagated that spiritual path
was open to all and caste
should not be a bar to it. Raja
Ram Mohan Roy faced many
hurdles from bigoted tradition
torchbearers when he fought
against the cruel practice of Sati.
What is more surprising is
that Religions have been
intolerant even to science and
new progressive ideas. There
were times when people were
threatened for saying that earth
was spherical and not as
mentioned in the holy
texts.Galileo had to be in his
knees for telling truth to the
public. Religion even did not
spare great Mahathma. It was
the same religious intolerance
to Mahatma Gandhi’s path of
non-violence and propagation

of unity among religions that
drove Ghodse to kill him

In short Dabholkar’s anti-
superstition convictions were
anathema to obscurantists and
religious bigots. A society in
which rationalist intellectuals
are killed, but violent rituals to
exorcise “evil spirits” are

Jesus Christ

condoned: isn’t minimally
civilised? In India,it is reported
that 2,500 women were killed in
witchcraft rituals over the last
15 years.It's probable that caste
panchayats or Hindutva
groups like Sanatan Sanstha
and Hindu Janajagriti Samiti

plotted Dabholkar’s killing.
Sanatan Sanstha’s Jayant
Athavale wrote a sinister
obituary: “Instead of dying
bedridden through illness, or ...
following a  surgery,”
Dabholkar died instantly: it
was, “a blessing...” This
rationalises the murder. Three

days later, activists of the Akhil
Bhrartiyva Vidyarthi Parishad
(the Bharatiya Janata Party’s
student wing) broke up a
memorial  mecting  for
Dabholkar, and assaulted
members of the musie-band
Kabir Kala Manch. They
branded the organisers
“Naxalites” because one of
them refused to chant “Jai
Narendra Modi” says another
report.Dabholkar’s killing is the
latest in serial explosions of
intolerance in Pune, including
ransacking of the prestigious
Bhadarkar Oriental Research
Institute in 2004, killing of five
social activists in 2010, and
cancellation of a screening of
Sanjay Kak’s film on Kashmir
in 2012.

The killing highlights
Maharashtra’s tragic cultural
retrogression. Maharashtra was
the crucible of India’s social
reform movement for a century,
led by Shahu Maharaj, Jyotiba

Phule,
Agarkar, Karve, Ra mabai

Phule, Savitribai
Ranade, and B.R.
Ambedkar.Social reform took
early mass roots in
Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu
Jkerala and Karnataka. Dalit
and Other Backward Classes
mobilisation came later in

s
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North India. It owes much to
this early
movement.Maharashtra saw
the flowering of India’s first
Bahujan Samaj mobilisation
against religious orthodoxy,
casteism, sati, gender
discrimination, and barring of
temple entry to Dalits. It
championed girls’/women'’s
education and widow
remarriage. It firmly embraced
the Enlightenment values of
reason and critical inquiry.
Dabholkar lobbied for the
Maharashtra Prevention and
Eradication of Human Sacrifice
and other Inhuman, Evil and

Aghori Practices and Black
Magic Bill, delayed for 18 years
by the Hindu Right's
opposition.This agenda has
acquired great relevance and
urgency in today’s South Asia.
Liberalisation and
globalisation have disrupted
old social balances and faith
systems and given rise to a
politicised religiosity in our
region too. What makes one
wonder on this tragic killing is
that the entire drama took place
in a country which is said to be
a secular one and the
constitution of the land offers
the right to freedom of speech
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and practice. Dabholkar was
not practicing any religion but
was rationalizing people
against barbarious which craft
irrationally followed and
spread by some heigher -upsin
the hindutua movements of the
society. This tragic incident
gives sufficient signals to the
progressive forces of the nation
that the challenges ahead is
highly complex and that we
have to be more cautious and
be less romantic in our
approaches ,perspectives and
moves. [t seems it is high time
that we call a spade a spade and
reality as REALITY,
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Being Rational
when Things go

Vineetha Mohan

NS5 College, Karanrana

Irrational

N arendra Dabholkar the activist,
who spearheaded the anti-
superstition  movement in
Maharashtra and pressed for an
enactuent of latw to ban black magic
and inlman practices, was shot
dead by two motorcyele-borne
unidentified assailants recently, af
Prnie, when he was ont for a morning
walk on the Ombkareshwar Temple
bridge in the city. Four shots were !
fired at him front close range by the
attackers believed o be in the age
grotp of 25-30 years.

The news spread panic in the
mind as the country celebrates the

I50th birth anniversary of Swami
Vivekananda, the socialist, humanist
neo-vedantin, who held that religion
is a question of being and becoming,
not of believing, and also thel06th
birth anniversary of Bhagat Singh, the
great revolutionary socialist who
exhorted the nation to rely on one’s
rational mind and intellect to find
integrity and harmony rather than
blind irrational beliefs. The strange
social phenomenon of national
heroes getting usurped by groups
harbouring communal thinking is
cause for concern.

The linguistic animal has the
edge over its fellow creatures in all
kinds of ways. It can be sardonic,
torture children, stockpile nuclear
weapons, shame and tame the
weaker sections, and exterminate
those who hold beliefs contrary to
theirs. The assailants of Narendra
Dabholkar, the rationalist social
activist who fought with
uncompromising determination to
eradicate superstition are still at
large. We talk high of our ancient
Indian culture while every twenty
minutes passes with the rape of an
Indian woman. We quote our great
sages and leaders while lives are lost
in the name of caste and religion. We
worship baby Krishna enthralled by
the stories of him while stories of
abused children stream out through
the media numbing the conscience of
the right thinking citizens. Are we
falling back to those glorious all
perfect past which is told to us when
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faced with stark realities of the
present? What are the hurdles
in front of us to practice those
high ideals and elevating
philosophies to bring back that
by gone era of Dharma?
Centuries of calonial
domination of the mind and
body has made us to invent lies
and deceptive thinking to
wriggle of the present day
dilemmas of our society.
Religion and emotions
arising from religious beliefs
have assumed centre stage in
India’s political, public and
personal life. We are no longer
the Indians who proudly
welcomed our tryst with
in1947.

destiny We are
Christians, Muslims, and
Hindus...er, sorry, nairs,
ezhavas... Majority

fundamentalism and minority
fundamentalism grow in
confrontational intensity and
vigour in India. Alas
Vivekananda! He once termed
Kerala a lunatic asylum. Buta
progressive monk like Swami
Vivekananda who interpreted
the ancient teachings to usher
in a positive revitalizing change
in the society would never have
imagined that the whole nation

would become a lunatic asylum
a hundred years after his death.

The term ‘religion’ comes
from the Latin word religare
meaning "to bind". It does bind
society more powerfully than
any other ideology. Religious
practices help social groups
reaffirm their identity. Freud has
said that religious beliefs
constituted an unhealthy
illusion. He even went to the
extent of terming religion as
Collective psychosis. Such
dismissal of religion as a
pathological state might be
hasty, perhaps partial. Because
religion elevates the perishing
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flesh to imperishable self
thereby makes tranquility,
harmony and integrity possible
in otherwise chaotic lives. A
truly religious sees unity, not
division in the world. Those
who turn to destruction and
violence to enforce their beliefs
on others indeed are psychotic.

Fanaticism and irrational
beliefs have dethroned religion
in many facets. Today we
Indians are at a cultural and
ideological cross road. When
new values violently assert
themselves, the values of
yesterdays forcefully clamour
for the status quo. The modern
Indian faces the uphill task of
choosing a personal value
system. The age old thinking
pattern is under intense
pressure by the onslaught of the
new wave of scientific
rationalistic thinking. None can
be discarded outright since all
contain an element of truth. The
wise approach would be an
assimilation of the old and the
new.  For many religion
provides the moorings that life
needs. But it definitely ceases to
be a force for good the moment
it yields to intolerance and all
through history one could
witness that religion and
intolerance has marched
together.
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Liberal theologians have
worried that their faiths could
not survive unless they reached
an accommodation wilh
science and downplayed their
supernatural elements. !?-ul
today the most conservative,
miracle proclaiming,
fundamentalist side of religion
have been among the most
successful. Their mindset
allows them to see only what
they want to see, Religions may
promise moral certainty, but
even within the same overall
tradition, moral disagreements
are extremely common.
Appealing to faith does not, in
practice, solve anything.
Reason is an indispensable tool
for anyone who wants to
resolve conflicts of interests
without resorting to naked force.
And so, in religiously plural
societies, secular moral
reasoning has to take hold. We
could observe that even
fundamentalists  present
secular, utilitarian reasons to
argue that the patriarchal family
is ideal or that sexual

expression  should  be
disciplined. As emotions blur
the edge of reason, new
definitions are made even to the
core quality of patriotism.
Religious belief and non
belief take place in situations of
ambiguity. It is possible to think
and to experience the universe,
and ourselves as part of it, in
both religious and naturalistic

ways, For those who sometimes
experience life religiously, it can
be entirely rational to form
beliefs reflecting the mode of
experience. At the same time, it
is equally rational for those who
do not participate in the field of
religious experience not to hold
such belicefs, and to assume that
these experiences are simply
projections of human desires
and ideals. Human dignity
cannot develop in a society that
has no humans, but only
Hindus and  Muslims,
Christians  and  Sikhs.
Knowledge progresses with
questioning. A society bereft f
questions and smug in its
received wisdom can only be
sterile. Our native fanatics are
serving neither their religion nor
their country and they don’t
have the brain to see the irony
and to understand that
Narendra Dabholkar was not
an individual. He is an idea.
Can anyone extinguish it?
“There is neither a Hindu
nor a Muslim but only Man”
-Swami Vivekananda
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The Role of Generalisation
in the Societal perceptions
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Assistant Professor of English,

Ferook College, Calfcul

Ill this global era of the
multifaceted technological
manifestations, the term ‘identity’
acquires new and revolutionary
dimensions along with man’s
quest for power and survival. In
accordance with the
universalisation of the so called
intellectual properties, one of the
immediate and visible effects of
the dynamic information
explosion is of course the
prominence gained by the
marginalized sections in
expressing and asserting their
identity. The newly cultivated
genres such as Postcolonial
Literature, Feminist literature,
Post structuralist Criticism, Dalid
Literature etc, are lo be analysed

with reference to this aspect. However,
the communities such as visually
challenged have not yet consciously
thought of the panorama of this
identity struggle.

Irrespective of all distinctions, the
present uproarious technological
advancements could play a vital role
in promoting the interests of the
differently-abled people such as
visually challenged. After the
development of screen readers and
other assistive technological
innovations, their dark limited
sphere has crossed over its defined
space. Today there are computer
engineers, civil servants and other
such enviable professionals in these
communities. What enabled them for
a quick creative survival is certainly
the scope of the modern
technological outbursts.

In spite of these formerly
unthinkable innovations, there is no
considerable difference in the social
identity of the visually challenged
community. The society is ready
enough to sympathise with them to
help them or even to give them undue
focus, but they are not ready to admit
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their individual identity. In all
avenues of social and political
life  where the general
community sees the presence of
these marginalized group as a
challenge, they use the dictum
of impairment to outcast them
or to discourage such ventures
by them.

There are multiple reasons
for this social disparity, The
main reason lies with the
visually challenged themselves,
They have not yet seriously
thought of these social
problems and their solution,
Even after the development of
multiple devices for their
communication, we have
limited literature; sociological,
psychological or pure literature,
which concentrates on the
problems and feelings of the
visually challenged. The second
reason is the deep-rooted
notions of the society. The
visually challenged being lived
in a stereotypic frame work
when they try to come out of it,
the society very often fails to
recognize them and at times
consciously blocks them from
their new identity. The attitude
of the people to a sightless
candidate involving in political
or pgeneral associational
activities is an example for this
psychodynamics. It is on
account of the same reason that
whatever may be the intellectual
and social status of a visually
challenged individual, the
people living in the high class
and middle class families are
not willing to have matrimonial
alliances with the members of
this community. Mostly, people
of this group get alliances from
financially backward families.
It is not out of the recognition
but out of the other's pathetic
plight.

The foremost reality that we
come across if we attempt a
theoretical analysis of the
societal perception of the
visually challenged is that, from

the  very  beginning  of
civilizations itsell, there is a
basic  pattern in such socicelal
percepltion and representation
ol the visually challenged. Such
doperspective cither towards
them or towards  different
terminologies related to them s
cither negative or one that can
salisty (he sociely’s expected
:1’t\:j+.'-:liw.'::l'nr-.nn]mrlmunl.-:li.winpT
them into a Very narrow zone.
I-‘uruxmnplu, let us look al how
the different terms such as

LU

blindness, impairment,
disability handicap and the
recent coinage “differentability-
different ability” have been
understood by people across the
time. Such perceptions bear no
relation to reality. Blindness
was the conventional term used
to signify visual inconvenience.
A thorough search into the
linguistic prevalence of this
term would convinee us of the
fact that in most cases where the
term “blind’ is used, it is used
with a negative connolation,
The term blinds signify windo
blinds or curtains. We use the
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adjective blind with negative
connalations such as blind
faith, blind patriotism, blind
worship and so on, The origin
of this nepative element in these
stercotyped usages can be
traced  to  the  illusory
association of blindness with
darkness.

Similarly people fail to
understand the real
implications of different terms
when they use them to describe
the visually challenged. Fach of

|!

%

these terms has its own specific
meaning. The term impairment
for instance signifies a loss or
abnormality of psychological,
physiological, or anatomical
structure or function, Thus it
refers to the physical damage to
an organ. The term disability
can be defined as any restriction
or lack (resulting from an
impairment) of the ability to
perform an activity in the
mamner or within te range
considered normal for a human
being, We often use the term
handicap to signify either
impairment or disabili ty. But its
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real implication is a
disadvantage for a given
individual, resulting from an
impairment or a disability, that
limits or prevents the fulfilment
of a role that is normal
(depending on age, sex, and
social and culture factors) for
that individual. In otherwords
it refers to the psycho social
consequences of disability.
Impairments and disabilities
may be temporary or
permanent, reversible or
irreversible, and progressive or
regressive. The situation people
find themselves in may
determine to what degree a
disability is handicapping for
them.

However the biggest
mistake is in understanding the
term differently abled or
differentlyabled. People usually
define this euphemistic
expression as an additional
ability or skill attained by a
challenged candidate, that is
when one sense is weak, that is
compensated by an additional
enrichment of other senses. Thus
they say that a totally visually
challenged person can identify
the people through voice, smell
or touch and that is a different
ability. Actually such skills are
there even in a sighted
candidate, he doesn’t use it since
his sight helps him to minimize
the use of such faculties. The real
definition of different ability is
doing something in a different
way. A visually challenged can
do many of the things that a
sighted person does, provided
there is a little difference in the
strategy followed. It could be
duplication, modification and
adaptation, substitution or some
other technics coupled with
special sensory development
that will enable him to do the
things differently. Omission is
usually applied only in those
regions where sight is a
compulsory requirement for the

accomplishment of the task.
Thus when a sighted person use
computer with the aid of a
screen, a visually challenged
person uses a compulerwith the
aid of screenreader where
cverything shown on the screen
will be read ont for im. When a
sighted person reads a book
looking atit, a challenged person
reads the same in a Braille print
by touching the dots. These are
different abilities for a visually
challenged candidate. Very often
the society’s failure to
understand such terminologies
in their real sense results in
fissures in the policy
formulations for the visually
challenged.

However the most
dangerous and incurable
malady which challenges the
identity of the wvisually
challenged is the notion of
generalization. It refers to a
social phenomenon where an
individual trait is attributed by
the society to all the members of
the community. If it is
something related to a negative
predicament, this
generalization acquires a
peculiar degree of importance.
George kutty Karepparampil in
his book Persons with
disabilities in the society
observes that “

Man cannot resist the
temptation to generalize or to
spread. He always tries to judge
a situation or a person by one
most obvious characteristic. He
sees that a person is physically
handicapped and he believes
what he sees, or rather more
than what he sees. The
disability that he sees in the
physical sphere is immediately
spread to other areas -
psychological, social and
moral. In order to prove that
man’s negative reaction to the
physically handicapped is
instinctive, some people even try
to relate comparable instances

in the animal world showing
ostracism of those with a
typical physique. But their
hypothesis cannot be proved by
one or two stray instances.
Ignorance of the primary causes
of disability is also responsible
for negative social
attitudes”.[115] Once a society
is familiar with a peculiar kind
of generalization, irrespective of
any attempts by the members of
the disgraced community to
cure it, the society is so reluctant
to part with it's notion. There
are certain conventional social
believes such as all the sightless
people are singers, and so on.
Sometimes the society might
have acquired such a notion
through the constant presence
of disabled beggars in the streets
or other social platforms.
Besides It is very often seen that
suppose an examiner observes
some malpractice in a visually
challenged student during his
examination, he attributes the
same to all others of the same
group. Thus even the talented
among them lose the glory of
their achievements. This
prevalence of the custom of
generalization blocks the
challenged community from
asserting it's idenfity. It not only
deteriorates the will power of
the members but also make even
the committed and talented
among them disillusioned with
the society. itin turn affects their
enthusiasm and interest in the
public interference. One fact
which the society has to realise
is that, as the abilities of the
sighted people vary according
to their  social and
psychological traits, so is that
of the visually challenged.

It is scientifically proved that
the visually challenged can
undertake any task done by the
sighted, other than those which
are closely related to the
experience of sight, provided
there is a certain degree of
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maodification. Even the degree of
this modification depends upon
the degree of the concerned
individual’s impairment. Both
the challenged community and
the society has to be aware of
the difficulties  of  the
marginalized sections such as
sightless. However what the
general society should give to
the challenged is proper
recognition, help  and
encouragement. At the same
time they also have to be
conscious of the individuality
of the concerned candidate. So
far the welfare measures,
legislations and infrastructural
developments done for the
challenged communities
including the visually
challenged are done as a charity
of the society. There must be a
significant change in this
attitude of our mainstream
activists and policy
formulators, for any normal
candidate can become a
challenged one at any course of
his life. So our attempts to
improve the legal, political,
social and infrastructural
advancement for the challenged
people shall be not only to
satisfy the existing community,
but it shall also be competent to
accommodate any such
individual who becomes a target
of the crucial fate of becoming
the wvictim of such an
unexpected and brutal disaster.

Another major problem is
the fallacies in  the
representation of the visually
challenged. The studies in this
regard show that the major
trend in representing the
visually challenged either in
films or in Literature is to under
estimate them or to overestimate
them.

Dr Kenneth Jernigan in a
speech which he made in
London in 1974 makes the
following observation about the
position of the visually

challenged in literature. The
literary record reveals no single
theme or unitary view of the life
ol the blind. Instead, it displays
abewildering variely ol images
often  conflicting  and
contradictory, nol only as
between different ages or
cultures, or among the works of
various writers, but even within
the pages of a single book,

It is high time that we have
came out of this kind of social
inadequacies. In the developed
nations like United States, the
government itself is taking
initiative to promote the growth
of such sections. In our largest
democracy, the authorities are
still doubtful in appointing a
visually challenged qualified
civil servant though they have
return so in the bylaw of
U.PS.C.. Atlast the court had to
give a final verdict in this regard
to protect the rights of a qualified
visually challenged candidate
to be recognised as a civil
servant. The important
solution to all this problems is
to have wide variety of literature
written, stressing the problems
and feelings of the challenged
communities. They have to be
both research oriented and pure
literature. It can be either the
normal people writing about the
challenged or the challenged
communities writing their
problems and feelings. The
latter category has got more
relevance with the issue of the
identity crisis. So far we have
very limited literature either
pure literature or theoritical
literature on the visually
challenged.

There are many reasons for
such an inertia in the
community. A lions portion of
the community is happy with
the kind of charities which they
are receiving from the general
community. But there of course
were the sensitized few. Earlier
they did not have proper
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medium to produce their
literature. They had to seek the
help of the sighted Lo write out
their materials, After the
development of Screen readers
this situation is changed. Now
at least in Major languages like
English and French where the
software’s are available,
visually challenged can
produce literature of their own.
Lack of avenues to publish these
articles is another hindrance.
The modern media and films
are yet viewing them as a group
who require sympathy and
charity. Anyhow in recent times
there is a slight shift in the
attitude of some major media
towards the community. The
society's basic assumption in
interacting with the visually
challenged is that it is providing
a great space and opportunity
for the challenged to get over his
closed space, thus the
interaction is one sided.
Whereas it fails to understand
the fact that any interaction is
bilateral and both the sides will
be equally rewarded through
such interactions. So instead of
offering them promotion, the
society shall give the challenged
a space for establishment and
growth.

The visually challenged
community all over the world
is socially well organized. Now
the World blind Union has
branches in all the major
nations of the world. But this
has not helped the community
to change the stereotyped social
constructs about them.

As of all other cured past
social inhibitions let us hope
that the society will make some
remarkable change regarding
it’s perception and attitude
towards the marginalized
sections such as visually
challenged giving accentuation

to their needs rather than the
conventions,
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Father
Fixations:

Celebrating a Century
of the Male in Films

A.C. Sreehari

Assintant Professor of English,
Payannur College, Kannur

The history of Indian cinema
officially begins with Dhundiraj
Govind Phalke, fixing him as the
father of Indian films. In the
context of the national industry
celebrating its centenary, it is
important to look at the ideology
that located its beginnings in
1929 and in Phalke. Phalke
becomes emblematic of the male,
the father, who shows his
patriotism to the nation by
creating ‘Indian’ images
onscreen. This father fixation,
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which is also a fixing of masculinity
within a mould of secular middle
classness has determined the Indian
film industry and its ideology of male
domination. The industry is mainly
supported by the vast cinema-going
Indian male public. Films being
modes of signification which
construct social reality, it is essential
that one understand the discursive
field of films which constructs a
hegemonic masculinity, in a total
negation of its multiple existences.
Fixing a monolithic Indian and an
Indian father becomes important tor
the patrinrcl‘ml national project, a
critique of which is taken up here.
Raja  Harishchandra,  the
acclaimed first film, with its
representation of the hu-man as the
centre, got released in 1913 in
Bombay’s Coronation
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Cinematograph. It was
modelled under an imported
missionary French film by Alice
Guy named The Life of Christ
(1906), screened at P.B. Mehta's
American-Indian Cinema in
Bombay in 1910. Phalke was
convinced of the possibility of
establishing an indigenous film
industry by focussing on Indian
themes. “Like the life of Christ,
we shall make pictures on Rama
and Krishna,” he said in this
regard.

Now, India is officially
Cu]Lhratmg the 100
anniversary of Indian Film
(1913-2013) and it is essential
to relook at the history of Indian
cinema afresh, as there were
other endeavours at film
making elsewhere in India,
before Phalke. Cinema was
introduced to India as far back
asin 1896. It is well known that
film production in India began
with the Lumiere Brothers’
Cinematography, unveiling six

ohob Pholhe

Thc Father of Indian Cinema

silent short films at the Watson
Hotel in Bombay, namely Entry
of CH!LJHHM‘AIHP!& The Sea Bath,
Arrival of a Train, A Demolition,
Ladies & Soldiers on Wheels and
Leaving the Factory. The first
exposing of celluloid in camera
by an Indian and its consequent
screening took place in 1899,
when Harischandra Sakharam
| Bhatvadekar alias Save Dada,
| who had attended the show,
imported a cine-camera from
London and filmed the first
Indian documentary, a
wrestling match in Hanging
Gardens, Bombay, in 1897.
Documentary films have not yet
been recognised as films by the
mainstream film buffs in India,
who are still obsessed with
feature films.

Likewise, Ramachandra
Torney’s feature film Sree
Pundalik was out in 1912, one
| year before Harischandra but
| Pundalik has not yet been
| considered officially as the first

Indian film as it was half British
inits make - the cameraman was
a British national and the film
was processed in London. A
recent article in The Hindu on
the 100 year celebration of
Indian films takes up the issue
and comments that “like the
nation of India, the notion of
Indian cinema is
simultaneously specific and
frustratingly vague”. Is Indian
cinema one that is made in India
alone, or is it that spins stories
about India and Indians, are
some of the questions it raises.
The 1982 film Gandli, the story
of the ‘father’ of the nation,
would not then qualify as
Indian, as its makers were from
outside India.

If Indian film denotes the
films made after the country got
independence, Raja
Harischandra, the first fully
indigenous Indian film, isn’t
really an Indian film as it was
made in British India. Ray was

Jiao nnunl] Rlod mnuﬂlmlz
om0 g owegplmey
myoieo o medssmm
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drawn into independent
filmmaking after meeting the
French filmmaker Jean Renoir
and viewing Vittorio De Sica’s
Italian neorealist 1948 lilm
Bicycle Thicves during a visil o
London. How much Indian
does this make him? The films
made by Indians but set outside
India, keeping in mind the
Indians living outside India, the
“NRI films,” cannot then be
counted as Indian. Can a film
made in India like “A Passage
to India”, featured primarily by
the westerners, be Indian in this
sense?

Adoor would say that Shim
Dog Millionaire (2008), set and
filmed in India, is American,
The very same could be asked
about Adoor whether he

qualifies as an Indian when his
films are screened abroad as
well as the fact that his film are
mostly French collaborations.
Many workers in other regional

industrics, once their talent and
popularity is established, move
on to work in other film
industries, nationally as well as
internationally. For example,
AR, Rahman, one of the best
known [Im music composers in
Indian cinema, started his
carcer in Tamil cinema in
Chennai bul has since worked
in Bollywood, London, and
New York.
The Absent
(M)other Indias

What constitutes an Indian
film is an issue that needs to be
addressed. The Pune film
institute, constituted by the
Government of India, framed
their entire policy modeled
upon the French film institute,
their prime motive being to
sanitize Indian Cinema from the
clutches of popular films, which
wore believed to be adulterated
versions of foreign films. They
shared the attitude of the West
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in considering the Indians as
non-realistic and non-rational
beings and the cinema as
melodramatic, based upon
primary emaotions, and above
all, opposite of realist films, The
West hod ruled out Mather India,
a film inspired by the Russian
Movemoent (Hannner and Sickle),
and directed by Mchboob
Khan, a quintessential Indian
cinema where a mother/India
asserts her identity, as rubbish
and considered as melodrama
when it was screened in the
London Festival in 1956. Mother
India won an  Oscar
nomination for Best Foreign
Film and lost to a Fellini film by
a single vote. This attitude
towards Mother India is also
suggestive of a more general
trend to fix Indian films within
the frames of a rigid masculine
father, for whom melodrama is
irrational and unrealistic.

i
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As Satyajit Ray was actually
Tagorean/Vaishnavite/
Brahmanical /Masculine, he

ot immediate acceptance. His
Pather Panchali/ Song of the Little
Road (1955) produced by the
Government of West
Bengal, became the first film
from independent India to
place India on the map of
international cinema. It bagged
“Best Human Document”
award at the1956 Cannes Film
Festival in France, establishing
Satyajit Ray as a major
international filmmaker. The
emergence of a nuclear family;
lead by the father at the centre
and the casting off of the
barbaric past of living together
in a joint family is the main
focus of the film. Pather Panchali
ran for over seven months at the
Fifth Avenue Playhouse, New
York and set a record for foreign
films released in the United
States. Pather Panchali directed
by Satyajit Ray had its world
premiere at Museum of Modern
Art, New York. He won an
QOscar for lifetime achievement
in cinema.

Virginia Wright Wexman, a
Chicago based critic, in the book
A History of Film, begins her
evaluation of Indian film with
Satyajit Ray. “The industry
gained western consideration
through a single entry in an
international film festival. In
1956 at Cannes, Pather Panchali
was voted the ‘best human
document’. It was the first film
of a young director named
Satyajit Ray. Appropriately, its
screening followed right after a
Kurosawa film”. Similarly, for
Adoor and Mrinal Sen, the
whole story of the Indian film
begins with Satyajith Ray. To
them, Ray used the language of
film effectively. Before Ray, all
were mere story tellers, and the
films were full of songs and
drama. Ray’'s work has been
described as being universal
and full of humanism as well

as certain simplicity with deep
underlying complexity. The
Japanese director Akira
Kurosawa said, “Not to have
seen the cinema of Ray means
existing in the world without
seeing the sun or the moon.”

From Phalke to Daniel.

Films have constructed a
patriarchal regime with
multiple masculine entities
from the very beginning in its
history. The male subjectivity
produced within the gendered
patriarchic order creates its
‘other’ to designate itself as its
superior with multiple
capacities as an all powerful
father, Thus the women-centred
life pattern was cast off as
barbaric and the nuclear family,
headed by a father became
‘progressive’.

The critics and film makers
are vexed about the question of
the real Indian cinema. But they
are more concerned with the
issue of the father of cinema
rather than critique the very
cultural climate that demands
a father for any cultural
production. The issue of father
fixation is rampant in the
Malayalam industry as well.
The history of modern visual
culture is claimed to have begun
with a Malayali, Raja Ravi
Varma, whose paintings have
been critiqued for their
patriarchal perspective. One
might remember that Phalke
was a close follower of Raja
Ravi Varma who
anthropomorphised Hindu
gods and goddesses. The
Dadasaheb Phalke award
instituted in his name by the
Government of India in 1969,
his birth centenary year, came
to Kerala in 2004 with Adoor
Gopalakrishnan.

From the J.C. Daniel film,
Vigatahkumaran /The Lost Child
(1928) where the director
himself is in the lead role, to the
recent Kamal film Celluloid

| (2012) where Prithviraj dons the

garb of Daniel and which
bagged seven awards of the
Kerala State Government; or to
Celluloid Man (2012), a
documentary on the ‘father” of
film archiving in India, Mr. P.K.
Nair, again a Malayali, which
was screencd at 38 festivals
across the globe, (all the films
are great sagas of the
perseverance of male beings)
contestations continue as to
who is the father of Malayalam
Cinema. The penchant for the
father is still prevalent.
Suveeran was recently praised
as “the father of the Byari
language film” with an
assertion that “those who
dream the new cinema have to
tread the same tragic tracks of
].C. Daniel for making the first
film eighty years ago".
However, the question of
whether we need have a virtual
father for films at all remains
unanswered.

Though Vigathakwmaran,
was praised much for having
replaced god with man, like in
Phalke, that man was inevitably
a patriarch, a male god! The
films produced in the early
years of the industry in Kerala
had presented men with a
strong individuality.
Vigathakumaran has been
presented as a character with a
self. These films, a product of
patriarchal, white industry
depict men as powerful and
omnipotent. While the men's
writings of the period often
legitimized an emerging
patriarchal structure in
households, the filmic
adaptations are seen to cement
them up. Colonialism erased
multiple voices and, judging
from their enlightenment
rationality, created a male-
centred culture and social order.
We are yet to understand the
level of misrepresentations of
non-European cultures in films.

45 — — OCTOBER 2013



BRWIMICEOO00IO

MUOANI)MUE

6303 OIBONWO(O

GAWI. af)md.ag)o.ausaml
oexnd elnimind ealgn,
FibITIEaIIS

mio

DYTN)OND, BD) nf)LYEM)HIOHMAN

mileia)

namapEle:gom ASlemmD  af)

Pyom)
@Gano

RMOWlmY BJRINEIBUS amIea|S)

T ] o

alasemamlol ©0a)] ®lmm)
§dH0EMEI6M @MRERaNo TUdanIM)
[ Vs TeTa gV MeTeo] Fi R 0T B = 1 ] iy
EDSHAISENHUE msmm)mam, alodudl
QUG S5 0] SO |50 D) HS W) o
SlaJadom 6al5AI0)HSWo HINEAM
@oem Agla quoanlmyo @)EIMIg

0USD)

Q2B dRE] BITIM UB)HS AUIIDNOW]o
, M2 WDO)HS O’ WLAIW]o, ]

[_('IJm;su 20201 TUIAOIMHIDMmD
@ wosMddh)mod eflosninag gam ol
el AgIT) af)P)Om)S:00108 @YU
NOMUALEIL0 DdHIENE)o VIR @D
@ DSeAlS Bl)dul amomze nolo
ayemoamlan @mdmlo ¢noeogls
Sloe1no 26, QIS dhUd Mm@ w
Ao, Myeild: amaljo, ;:Sem &
alloauymosesle qudnwmnmaw
MHAIDEWIU M MR B2 6
Udomasm«enoel 2onmlo  oquoan]

elosuogam ol 21wl
b e quowlala) aljeno

SHIEDIS)HA daasﬁjas“ m
@0a}esn)mmlg). MM

apm afllwoel @omallan

(am

am (aJWIm @ADL 0.

WHMInDINOHS oaT] Wow)o, @D

KERALK PRIVATE

COLLIGE FRaGUHR),

500 BRBIRIRAS

DOEMO)HS TROMIETIW)AWIET TR
GUIBNUDISNDEMIMOMD TUD] ado GBS
@ muoanlmieam dildalailema. qun
mmyooim)o, m)elymoian)e, Bamall
DRSNS AUYOaIMOMIM) Gzl
WBS CaldDISABIITE @yW)W EBBIWD
em Aglm) afPOm)E:03 MENRS)HS Bal
M&O@  HCANIG] HULMNTND. @am)
AHLOOUSHIUD (6L DI MEIBBOWIET @R
WUd BOENO @yMId:Blo @RI @]l
DM@, WID]-2M Oaol® UDjaD
midzzimlen) crusmElo)as Galondgoomo
M 1998 TLB)aN0 af)PITHIOM EMIS6
B0ETN)INDY.

ERAHBDI WIWIEM @R EFad 6 O
o)l ageom)$:o0)0s mlnwleaissd
AT Hd»06ME) IS, Mm)gosTE)@,
20w @198 Tuajane Rm)allay) aim
n0lmalje mimynneow mrslajadomes)
b B DE) MOHBOND0F BROMW)HS
OMOMINEBRIET mRsndaowlnlenes
ARSHUDERIIE0 CMIGHHOMRT, @00
©lod NVDOAURID TVonIIREMUlen)o
alBaldldane mRondmousl miglomas
@l. moomamml, mamwlepomaad
aplamemoan Aol ay o
AEMIMME0WIBINHS Bo) Moasiamy @)
@los Be) ae@lel aGe Gl
UMaMEIDMm, afIMmowin)m) arey
allzdwme. Muesy Mmoo @Y, mileiail

OCTOBER 2013

46



KERALA FRIVATE

CULLEGE TEACHER

enss mdanl Mmysomasminusanng
mmgg;uﬂg’lcaﬂgrm;. pglm =1ai
@B alad@om] apailmi
olan)yan), msanlo ailoaw] my
canlammud mol shsamaen GO
wlpel 85)eled RInmimaleeLn)o
alludomme ealadia) gamyad @o
&Gl OLINDNS YOI,
glad aynimlowlod mmosdnous
qunomo aflslayal.

MROIMAM, a0lMB), MIn0)ERMo
a1 cmonien&Hw an) o)
SBajWIWIEN al)OED] AU,
oyl gl mlalo;a
MEilaN)an MyUeTumE:ngHa0]
2188 oemglaflen)m @odalmm)
@OWIEM D CMOUENSHUD oW
M2 quayaneom @relo)el’] e
@SN M@, Tuaanlm) milabsamo
, SallD, HaIn)asln, Gma udd, el
UMEBUd afm1 woaIsslenoi
MoEinlemIBo SHy@laud eilesnio
OB M) CSMIT)ETE,

SMUnD)ERMo  n@e0 (UDEALIADW
G0} GMONIREM. omalle &I
@}o UACT@RIMHIL! gDamLad @0
A STOOIGE af@CTMIBo TLID
wime &algl) @M}AN) afINmIeng
emMBE90% A 1WOWIETT 0D EMINITI
AN WEnea|s)Mo). Rodl-amow]
AH0lm M2z e odgle:El@d (al
adomlen)am alleanosn, &1908
mmalleownaErgladags Laludom
&@ apm)eaileas|nio)om agens)
aomell /g @]o ms’lgmﬂazmm‘l
ORWlo @IO AlO@)TNMIEM DD
emoauml. ®0)] Gaolwes
AKDDOMEIDHIoS af)P)mea]s DD
EMOUTE  AlPT GMONIDE TVEHT
a|6IROE W)o Mo @ db
Ml jsnagle al@apacmio
M006:0189) &0, WIATIRBO
cws)ds] anmilo qualameaERag
DOCaIBHNHWo HaIG)aNENE.
wlenssoomm)e, wlnaiglmmio,
DIN@S:)eIRD M)AVl SNEMo
MO HMNAN TUAUDELY EHI¥alnfd
slom eanglese)ml asplen o
smane mioanaeg moslen
aanag emoneilnnd Ch RO
Lumlgicleo)molenes @0)m
muo @} an} Ul duem GO S
@aidon) mlodenomd emacueilqyial
da-,w'lsmm; ng]ﬂ‘mtﬁ e gmonieail
B0 (GO SMgl eemow
21l S0OS)aN). MQIETE] B2
© adlaoomuoERR@)e MIM@)

psw)e 8200 ¢nlol =lalcsnsnE]
aIm 0] |ROMOQ emonela
MoTdLTuNIMaD mIdom) areain)
os mlaisas o, oh
aidnflepomm)aon ®lnlde cigl
MBEMIADBBOW 2InHI e UDEl
W03 ARSBaHHB0W (@Hondglod
@paim@lajlajialen)om) aamo o
@aa) cam@ow] &HmMandaa
QOMMmIEM. @Y W)MIESHITHORI
@ MuoanlmyruesadajmEmglal os
w)ea 50) MIBMOImQOWIE)
M emonelltd @rm)EnIng|S)Es.

MInDJRMo AT HEHIETE
emonueilqy ollaisailesymma) oo
UAC@OIIW Hnf)dr\OajSellam
WoETT), AEIM, MY)Maldd, Snlsm
]SO0 AHWWIEN a0} WMo
af)(Mm MioRéMmm@Ienes Tuol
aflanoad (wodlajlg)ssd). domzo
maoel goomlw wlaloomlod
AmOg) &SIVWDW)OSW]o @R
wlomamHMRmie al)@) O)elaERud
EVEN CRUAMMTIGE Af)ERam [~
My BMOaS)N] e o
QOO BIMidhahud 0D emomeilad
H06MAM E¥lavjo. MEIVO)ENDA|S
UDo6TU) (0 Mo, MBBNIEDE @)
Ol8eDn]S afld:RINILDIO0, AldmI
samleelss alailgl mofomaals o
anosuellmon)o allaie m qua)
an@OIalo aldmi CRDGHTBING al)
s e o 1m8  allSlal) 2100 )mm
U EO@IdH] Cmen 9
wdomlaflsla) anel &o@ow (al
oleasw oamlod oldoes)an
SnlMieh0)@M)o MG H26M0,
ARERAANDTMINGG &imlea)as Gnl
0)éU3ERn)0 BO) (AIEMHME] ™
O} BmmMe MEM TUBa00 BOE]

DB S B
T 5 f_J.'r-l-- e A ¥

eizow] @RERERAlaTIaT G2
AY (IEhSMIOE MOTF &) Dl @)
65 MOBSHDEMEMEILNHNS Al)OTH)
QUIMBMmM  GMANIElTY MaT sl
Sleas)om)an].

aludommes 8] Tudomiconl
& (aludommenan mleiwlad
ANISKTD ARSI (ADWITo H5h
dla)] SEOMm). MUdaslmy-Tide
i aho @1 almlaom Ll
UdomMEBEIEd 80) ZOWIZHTAD
mleimilad alludomme smian)G;00
@ean3 §) GaldWlalan)m]. G
Blo E0aHIAlORIW &0 Dlaf]
@0Q@IIIEnAId] @HQI0) MIoMichd
Dldh @EMOLEITMIGEIS LalG
WleNmMMIMBs e auITlsI
em aludommo al @l !
EMIENNIS)AND.  2}RIBIHW)OS
paueloe qupednilsm m@lo al
o@ouwl mleimldomlasnlas
Bl E2AHWIHS alolquammiml
FMEEION Moomlenss ao) all
audamm ol apaelcamilanim)
em  (walaflgigsm. @D emo
ailoa alladomnmamiod wl w
pamas) 208 allosuong emalg)oe
Gan26mM] IOSWo NalW@) @M
MU ADD @ TV A b O EMEMBUISD 0
mldecqwemuiasnie mia) @mal
@Uladlo (AlEMydo Mm@l coal
DpSIOmaN). 2010 HAT 13 D@
15 QIS0 HO)UMINALOTD  60)
@lapomioym Almsmd alloudamm
(nl@h Do UHOEHD Tuand
waonIwls].
(momy@)ail enuyehmi (admilawienla)
tumilan aglo) af)e)omms:0nmoIa
WOREMEPOA elloenuizw)es einn)
®Mo afm cmonellan) Epaxl
ool olod)

4] ———— OCTOBER 2013



Composite
Development
Index of States

Dr.P.S. Mohanakumar
5.5.College, Kalady

Arunachal Pradesh, Assam,
Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand,
Madhya Pradesh, Meghalaya,
Odisha, Rajasthan and Uttar
Pradesh have been identified as
the ‘least developed’ states by the
Raghuram Rajan Committee. The
Committee has proposed a
general method for allocating
funds from the Centre to the states
based on both a state’s
development needs as well as its
development performance. The
Committee has recommended
that each state may get a fixed
basic allocation of 0.3 per cent of
overall funds, to which will be
added its share stemming from
need and performance to get its
overall share. The Committee has
also come up with a Multi
Dimensional Index of
Backwardness based on per
capita consumption as measured
by the NSSO, the poverty ratio,
and a number of other measures
which correspond to the multi
dimensional approach to
defining poverty outlined in the
Twelfth Plan, The Committee has

KERALA PRIVATE

ﬂéﬁhﬂi&‘éﬁﬁ'*

THE

recommended that states that score
0.6 and above on the Index may be
classified as “Least Developed”;
states that score below (0.6 and above

0.4 may be classified as "Less
Developed”; and states that score
below 0.4 may be classified as
“Relatively Developed”.
Chidamabaram also stated that the
Committee has observed that the
demand for funds and special
attention of different states will be
more than adequately met by the twin
recommendations of the basic
allocation of 0.3 per cent of overall
funds to each state and the
categorisation of States that score 0.6
and above as “least developed” states

State Index
State
Underdevelopment/Need Index
Odisha 0.798
Bihar 0.765
Madhya Pradesh 0.759
Chhattisgarh 0.752
Jharkhand 0.746
Arunachal Pradesh 0.729
Assam 0.707
Meghalaya 0.693
Uttar Pradesh 0.638
Rajasthan 0.626
Manipur 0.571
West Benga 10.551
Nagaland 0.546
Andhra 0.521
Jammu & Kashmir 0.504
Mizoram 0.495
Gujarat 0.491
Tripura 0.474
Karnataka 0.453
Sikkim 0.43
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Himachal Pradesh 0.404
Haryana 0.395
Uttarakhand 0.383
Maharashtra 0.352
Punjab 0.345

Tamil Nadu 0.341
Kerala 0.095
Goa 0.045

65% of Indians are Poor

The Planning Commission has
revised the official poverty
headcount ratio down from 37
per cent of the total population
in 2004-5 to 22 per cent of the
population in 2011-12. The
notional poverty line will stand
at a per capita expenditure of
around Rs. 50 per day in rural
areas and Rs 62 in urban areas.
The government has begun
moving to a broader and more
realistic de facto definition that
will include roughly 65 per cent
of the population The Planning
Commission has estimated that
subsidised foodgrain
entitlements will cover 67 per
cent of the population. By
covering 67 per cent of the
population, the government is
in effect drawing the poverty

line 85 per cent higher than
what it is currently drawn at.

By 2011-12 consumption
expenditures, this works out to
roughly Rs.1,506 monthly per
capita expenditure — or Rs. 50
per day — for rural areas, and
Rs. 1,850 per month —or Rs. 62
per day — for urban areas.
While India’s poverty line has
usually corresponded with the
World Bank's definition of
extreme poverty, which is $1.25
(in Purchasing Power Parity
terms) per person per day, the
new notional poverty line
would correspond more closely
with the Bank’s definition of
moderate poverty. The $2 line
corresponded with Rs. 45 per
day in rural India and Rs. 57
per day in urban India in 2011-
12, Bank representatives said
on Wednesday. The new NSSO
consumption expenditure data
shows that 90 per cent of rural
Indians spend less than Rs. 70
per day, while 90 per cent of
urban Indians spend less than
Rs. 154 per day. Thus
government accepts that 65% of
Indians are poor,

India ranking in
different Indexes
for 2013:

1.

Global Hunger Index- 66.

2. Global Peace Index - 141

3. Human Development
Report - 136

4. Global Corruption Index -
94

5. Global Competitiveness
Index-60  for 2013
(Switzerland top in this
report)

6. Gender Inequality Index -

132nd (UN Human
Development (Index)
Report)

7. In List of High Net worth
Individuals = (5th ace to
the Knight Frank Wealth
Report 2013)

8. In The List of Spam
Spewing Nation in the
World- 3rd (after US and
China): as per the new
report of Sophos Labs.

9. India has been ranked as
the 119th freest country in
the world out of 177 in the
2013 index of economic
freedom.
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Higher Education Department- Sixth UGC Scheme-Clarifications
tothe G.O(P)No.582010H.Edn daled 27.03.2010-Judgment of
Hon'ble High Court in WP(C)No.28682/201 2-Complied with-Orders issued.

G.0. (Ms.) No: 597/2013/H.Edn Dated, Thiruvananthapuram, 03.09.2013
GOVERNMENT OF KERALA

Absiract
HIGHER EDUCATION (C) DEPARTMENT
Read-1.G.O.(P)No.58/201 WH Edn dated 27.03.2010.
2.G.0.(Ms)N0.332/2012H Edn dated 19.07.2012.
3.G.0.(Ms)No.643/2012H Edndated 17.12.2012.
4.G.0Ms)No.16/2012H.Edn dated 19.01.2013,

ORDER

Basedon the UGG Regulations, on minimum qualifications for appointment of Teachers and other academic staffin University and
Colleges and measures for the maintenance of standards in Higher Education 2010, Gavemment vide order read as first paper abaove have
issued orders implementing the 6th UGC Pay Revision and scheme for teachers in Universities, Affiliated Colleges, teachers in Law
colleges, Engineening Colleges, Kerala Agricultural University and teachers in Physical Education & Qualified Librarians.

Govemment have also ordered that the revised pay & revised DA under this scheme shall be effective from 1.1.2006 and the revised
rates of other allowances such as non-compounded advance increments shall be effective from 1.9.2008. Subsequent to the issuance of
the Govemment order, Govemment vide orders read as second to fourth paper above have issued certain clarifications to the said order.

Several organizations representing teachers have represented before Govemment that further clanfications may be issued so that
anomalies in the implementation of the UGC Regulalions can be remaved. For this, the following clanfications are issued to the Govemment

Order, read as first paper above for sanctioning advance increments for acquiring Ph.D/M.Phil Degree under the 6th UGC Scheme, in
supersession of the clarification orders read as second to fourth paper above.

] Advance increments for Ph.D/M.Phil at the revised rate of increment shall take effect from01.09.2008.

i) Advance increments shall be admissible only if the Ph.DM Philis in the relevant discipline of the discipline in which the teacher has
been appainiment.

i) Those who have already availed the benefits of advance increments under the earlier scheme for possessing Ph.D/M.Phil atthe
entry level or for acquining Ph.D/M.Phil while in service shall not be entitled to the benefits of advance increments under the 6th
UGC Scheme except as provided herein specifically.

iv) Inrespect of all cases of persons except those specifically mentioned herein, the benefit of advance increments for Ph.D shall be
admissible only if their Ph.D have complied with the provisions of the revised UGC Regulations 2009 for the award of Ph.D

1. Teachers who have acquired Ph.D while in service between 01.01,2006 and 31.08.2008 shall be eligible for two non-compounded
advance increments in the revised scale of pay at the prerevised rate of increment from the date of their acquiring Ph.D il
31.08.2008 and at the revised rate of increment with effect from 01.09.2008.

2 Teachers who have entered in service with Ph.D between 01.01.2006 and 31.08.2008 shall be eligible for four non-compounded
advance increments in the revised scale of pay at the pre-revised rate of increment from the date of their entry in service till
31,08.2008 and at the revised rate of increment with effect from 01.09.2008.

3 Teachers who have entered in service on or after 01.09.2008 witha Ph.D acquired before 18.02.2010 shall be eligible for five non
compounded advance increments in the revised scale of pay at the revised rate of increment from the date of their entry in service
regardless of whetheriheir Ph.D comply with the revised UGC Regulations 2009 for the award of Ph.D.

4 Teachers who have acquired Ph.D while in service between 01,09.2008 and 18.09.2010 and those who have registered for Ph.D
before 18.09.2010 and acquired the degree subsequently while in service shall be eligible for three non compounded advance
increments in the revised scale of pay at the revised rate of increment from the date of their acquiring Ph.D regardiess of whether
their Ph.D complies with the revised UGC Regulations 2009 for the award of Ph.D,

5 Teachers who have enteredin service with M. Phil between 01.01,2006 and 31.08.2008 shallbe eligible for two non-compounded
advance increments in the revised scale of pay at the prerevised rate of increment from the date of their entry in service till
31.08.2008 and at the revised rate of increment with effect from 01 (9.2008.

E. Teachers who have acquired M.Phil while in service on or after 01.01,2006 shall be eligible for one non-compounded advance

incrementin the revised scale of pay at the pre-revised rate of increment from the date of their entry in service till 31,08.2008 and
althe revised rate of increment with effect from 01.09.2008,

Teachers who have acquired both M.Phil and Ph.D shall be eligible for advance increments limited to that permissible for PHD only.

(By order of the Govemor)

DKM Abraham
Additional Chief Secretary to Govt
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No.UGC Cell 3.17710/2010/Coll.Edn

Office of the Director of

Collegiate Education, Vikas Bhavan,
Thiruvananthapuram

Date: 04.09.2013 From

The Director of Collegiate Education Thiruvananthapuram

To

The Deputy Director of Collegiate Education,

Kollam, Kottayam, Ernakulam,

Thrissurkozhikod and All me Principals of Aided Colleges.

Sir,

Sub: - VIthU.G.C scheme-arrears of pay due to revision-the details of arrear amount sanctioned-re-
imbursement from The Central Government-regarding.
Ref: - G.O.(P) No.49/H.Edn/2013. Dated. 22.02.2013

Please see the reference cited. You are instructed to give the details, such as the name of teacher, name
of College; the arrear amount sanctioned to the teacher as per G.O cited above, by return through e.roail to the
Director of Collegiate Education, Vikas Bhavan, Thiruvananthapuram. In case of no response from a college, the
Deputy Directors of Collegiate Education shall take action against the Principals of Aided Colleges, action including
withhold of salary Bills in respect of Aided College Principals, from the month of September onwards.

Yours faithfully,

GOVERNMENT OF KERALA HIGHER EDUCATION (D) DEPARTMENT
NO. 28878/D2/13/H.Edn

Thiruvananthapuram Dated: 12.09,2013
From

The Additional Chief Secretary to Govt
To

The Director of Collegiate Education, Thiruvananthapuram
The Registrar. Kerala / M G / Calicut / Kannur University
The Deputy Director of Collegiate Education. Kollam / Kottyam / Emakulam / Thrissur / Calicut

Sir, . .

Sub: Higher Education Department - Private Aided Colleges - GO(M5)Nb.I90/I3/HEdn dated 15.5.2013-
Clarification -re

Ref: Gmemmer‘?t Letter No. 170/D2/2012/HEd dated 18.1.2012 2.GO(MS)No.|90yi3/HEdn dated 15.5.2013
3.Lerter No,D4/22480/2013/Coll.Edn dated 23.08.2013 of the Director of Collegiate Education

The Director of Collegiate Education vide his letter 3" cited has informed Government that the conditions
laid down In the GO 2™ cited regarding the vacancies to be filled up contradict those in orders/letters
nominating Government nomineess. issued by Government. In these nomination orders/letters, Government
specifically cite the number of vacancies to be filled up by the Selection Committee for which the Government
representative nominated can participate. Such orders also direct the Director of Collegiate Education /
Deputy Directors / Registrars of Universities / Government nominee to ensure that recruitment is done
against the vacancies so specified in such ordersfletiers only. But as per the Gnyernmeryt Order cited,
Government permits the managements to fill up the vacancies from the Rank Hst if there is a valid one.
Hence the Director of Collegiate Education has 'u'1dt:z te!’cEr cited requested to issue necessary clarifications
in this matter Government issues orders/letters nominating Government representative to the Staff Selection
Committee of Private Aided Colleges and specifies the number of vacancies that exist in the .College based
on the claim of the Manager. The rank Fqst prepared by the duly constituted selection committee has a validity
of one year as per the existing University Statutes. - -

In the above circumnstances it is clarified that the number of vacancies specified in the nomination orders
is as per the claim of the Manager of the Private Aided Colleges which may exist at the time of issue of said
order. But since the rank list has one year-validity according lo existing university statutes, the vacancies
which arise within the expiry of said rank list may be filled up from that list subject to the conditions

laid down in Government letter clt%d ** ﬂﬁnggvg;nareglegfﬁ:; jg:ttrs;crl E;ﬂ strictly agcnr;iing to senijority and

ificati and wo of concerned university.

after proper verification of vacancy Yours faithfully ty.
Dr.M Abraham
Additional Chief Secretary to Govt.
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Seminar on Autonomy

in Colleges, Concept and Truth

e mt e )

In order to bring to light the issues,
concepts and truths of Autonomy in
Colleges, AKPCTA Wayanad district
academic committee organised a seminar
on ‘Autonomy in Colleges, Concept and
Real Truth’ on 14 Aug, 2013,

The meeting was presided over by Mr.
K. Balagopalan, HOD, Dept. of
Economics, St. Mary’s College [President,
AKPCTA Unit, St. Mary's College, 5.
Bathery]. The topic ‘Autonomy in
Colleges, Concept and Truth® was
presented by Dr. K.P. Sukumaran Nair,
AKPCTA State President, 5t. Dominic
College, Kanjirappally.
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Saritha Namboodiri, an ex-syndicate member,
University of Calicul and HOD, Department of
. Computer Science, Sreekrishnapuram V, T,
Bhattathiripad College, Mannampatla
Palakkad, has been awarded Ph. D. 'Degreé
| [Bipinfurmatics} in the Faculty of Applied
Sciences & Technology from the Department of
. Cn_mputalional Biology & Bioinformatics,
» University of Kerala under the guidance of Dr.
Achqthsankar S. Nair. The topic of research is
"Mining Sequence Signatures of Allostery
through Recurrence Quantification Analysis",
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0¥ ©n0afl tomliim muocmmle, audngs
anmoemiod  (CUSAT) mimpe
egdll EssTNAzLE milad LATILE:S=ToTe]
e18laj) “Impact of Globalisation on the
Spices Economy of Kerala with
Special reference to Pepepr” agymmo
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woall  enwo.afl. @poymoaeiooiaa Dr.Aysha R, Associate professor of

Validation of a leaming package based on
Meta cognitive process for enhancing mea
cognitive skills for achievement in Biology at
secondary level  agem all-asceomilod
Gh05Wo afe = aEmlearimilos)
Midh)ud  Bond aeinuenauilannd
mvomailsd mlonje  enusdsennd
emslw afl afl adaalo ammas
oy  apmi s  (Solmlou
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A0 reNIET.

Dr.Praseed K.M, Associate professor, Sir
Syed College Thaliparamba, received Ph,Din
Phisics from Kannur University, under the
guideship of Dr. MK Satheesh Kumar Govt
Brennen College Thalassery, for his thesis
entitled “The Effect of Aerosols on Optical and
Radiative transfer Properties of the
Atmosphere”

G@EICMIFOm EIXn)an) tenksmo.

Hindi,NSS College Karamana received Ph.D

from kerala University under the supervision
of Dr.Asha S Nair, for her thesis * Communist
Consciousness in the Novels of Nagarjun and
Maxim Gorkey"

Dr.Vinod Kumar K, Assnt.Professor
at Vazhoor SVR NSS College
received Ph.D in Phisical Education
from Kerala University.

Post Doctoral Fellowship Award

Dr. Santhosh Kumar S., Associate Professor. Post Graduate and Research Department of
Commerce St. Peter's College. Kolenchery has been awarded Post Doctoral fellowship by the Indian
Council of Social Science Research (ICSSR). Ministry of Human Resource Development, Govt of
India. The fellowship is awarded for a period of two years for pursing an advanced research work on
the topic “Financial Management of Rural Women Micro Enterprises (RWMEs) in Kerala' Analysis of
asset structure, liabilities structure, profitability and liquidity of the women enterprises are the core of
the study. The research work is scheduled to be undertaken in the Post Graduate and Research
Department of Commerce of the St Peter's College.
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Individual as a whole

Dedicated doctors and staff
All modem facilities

Specially designed bed and
chairs

Modem communication
facilities
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Supér Speciality Ayurveda

at Sivapriya |

Panchakamna chikitsa, General massage,
Medicated steam bath, Udnvarthanam,

Kizhi, Pizhichil, Njavarakizhi, Masyam,
Tharpanam, Karnapuranam, Sirovasthi,
Chara, Rejuvenation Therapy, Longevity

Ireatment, Slimming Programme, Beauty
care and Sporis medicine
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2595 151, 9447647612, E-mail sabudoctongmail com
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