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The Social

Perspective of
Higher Education

Rajan Gurukkal

Former Vice Chancellor,
MG University

Rajan Varughese
Farmer ProVice-Chancellor,
MG University |

g

The paper seeks to elaborate
the academic and social
perspective that helps us analyse
and understand our higher
education scenario in terms of its
problems and prospects. It is on
the basis of this perspective that
we should evolve strategies to
overcome the problems and
strengthen the prospects. The
perspective calls for students and
teachers to be vigilant and make
sure that the higher education
institutions maintain and
preserve their inherent link
between knowledge and social
equity, a function that is fast
disappearing from the higher
education policy of the state in
the wake of neo-liberal education
reforms under globalization.

(COLLEGE TEACHER

| Functional Primacy at Stake

Knowledge production and
knowledge transmission for the
development of students in particular
and society in general are supposed
to be the primary functions of any
University, functions that are
discharged through researchers and
teachers. This functional primacy of
the University that has been
degenerating over the years, is all the
more at stake today with the rising
commercialization of education and
commoditization of knowledge. The
dimension of social equity is being
totally neglected today in the deluge
of market-driven processes of
production and transmission of
knowledge. The craze for acquiring
‘world class quality’ through
‘competitive excellence’ as defined by
neo-liberal parameters is fast bringing
the unaided institutions to the fore
and pushing the poorly funded state
Universities to the margin. The
structure of the state Universities is
for a variety of reasons alienating and
therefore uncongenial to the
realization of their functional
primacy. It hardly helps students and
teachers understand their social role

L
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to be discharged through the
University, while the University
in its turn, engaged in
transmitting knowledge devoid
of its social purpose, goes on
depoliticizing the primary
function.

Teachers and students get
depoliticized by being part of a
circulation of knowledge that is
deprived of its social use, i.e.,
its politics, thanks to the well
established ways, means,
relations and strategies of
teaching and evaluation in
colleges and Universities. The
new world socio-economic
system imbued with more
powerful built-in mechanisms
to depoliticize transmission of
higher knowledge has the
serious consequence of turning
the youth into apathetic beings.
Itis extremely urgent to try and
reposition the University
through ways and means that
can realign the politics of
knowledge with the core of its
academic functions.

Social Utility First

‘Quality” in knowledge
production is ensured by the
social utility of the new
knowledge produced. ‘Quality”
in transmission implies the
student’s utilization of the
transmitted knowledge in the
development of higher
cognitive ability, sharper
analytical faculty and better
language power with a
thorough knowledge about the
fundamentals of the discipline
concerned. ‘Quality’ knowledge
in any discipline is deep,
theoretical, scientific and
invariably subversive because
it exposes the surface
information that is shallow and
shoddy as distinguished from
the profoundly buried deeper
truth. It is this embedded

transformational potential of
learning that is called the
politics of knowledge. Quality
higher education is one that
renders possible the effective
transmission of socially useful
knowledge that can act as
critical consciousness enabling,
students’ decisive participation
in public policy debates.

The quality of research as
well as teaching stems from the
intimacy of the researcher/
teacher with the act of learning
and teaching, enabled by a
strong sense of social reality.
Intimate learning helps the
learner access deeper levels of
knowledge, acquire its
subversive potential, be clear
about its relation to social/
national development and grow
critical. A teacher who knows
the politics of his/her
specialization lets his/her
students turn critically
conscious about social reality
and be committed to social
justice. This is the quality that
we should insist upon with top
priority in University teaching
and research, for this alone can
ensure the making of good
citizens who are capable of
public policy debates and
collective operation for social
transformation. Such quality
education alone can strengthen
the nation’s democracy and
secularism. Critical social
understanding is quite vital for
any scholar engaged in

teaching and research,
irrespective of areas of
specialization.
Curriculum
Development

Knowledge production is
inevitably a theoretical exercise,
although because of an
underdeveloped curriculum
there has been a deliberate

distancing from theorisation
among students engaged in
social research. Learning the
sciences, the social sciences
and the humanities has become
alienating, deskilling, and
exasperatingly depoliticising
exercises in the country. The
learner gets lost in the
descriptive literature on one
aspect or the other of the society
in time and space. ‘Key’ books
and guides remain authentic for
most coliege students and
teachers of social sciences, in
spite of the availability of
authentic books. Substantial
efforts in the domain of
curriculum development have
to be taken. Teachers have to
produce good textbooks with a
relatively high level of
percolation of the Ilatest
knowledge accompanied by
sophisticated instructional
tools, in response to the
academic needs of our times.
One can make learning a real
challenge to the students by
eliminating the obsolete stuff
from the text books and by
incorporating what is generally
considered specialised
knowledge in them.

Science education is no
exception to this, and this is the
case with technology too.
Science and technology
curricula have to be revamped
and reoriented with an added
emphasis on the philosophical
understanding of the structure
and composition of their
knowledge base. It is important
to transmit the ontology and
epistemology of the knowledge
domain that the wvarious
sciences and technology
subjects embody. At present the
students seldom get a chance to
gain even a tenuous
understanding  of  this
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foundational knowledge. An
outline of transcendental
deduction has to be taught
along with a narrative of the
social history of the rise of
European  science and
technology, the structure of
scientific knowledge, the social
construction of the authority of
science over other forms of
knowledge including the social
wisdom, the hegemony of
scientific knowledge, the
epistemological violence of
science, epistemological
decolonisation ete., should
constitute the content of the
revamped curricula.

Social sciences and the
humanities represent a form of
knowledge noted for its
hermeneutic depth. Conceptual
clarity is of utmost importance
in their pedagogy. It is essential
to emphasise the
interconnectedness of social
aspects in a holistic perspective,
a process precluded in the
absence of theorizations in the
curricula of this broad domain
of non-science knowledge. The
general distaste for theory is
explicitin Ph.D dissertations of
most Universities, which suffer
from  oversimplification.
Researchers by and large keep
a distance from concept-
ualisation. Consequently, the
conventional method of
conceiving the social, the
economic, the political, the
cultural, the religious etc., as
independent facets continues to
haunt the system. Social
scientists cannot get away from
social theory, for their subject
matter is inaccessible without
theory. This is an important fact
that no social scientist can
afford to forget. A researcherin

the humanities and social
sciences has yet to learn a lot

from Marx, Durkheim, Weber,
Malinowsky, Levi-Strauss and
so on, Social theory is an ever-
growing domain that helps us
unravel the processes and
interconnections that lie below
the surface reality of social life.
It is the wisdom accrued
through sustained attempls at
exploring the deeper meanings
of explicit features and practices
of the society. By resorting to
various analytical strategies it
helps us understand the link
between the surface reality of
social practices and their
submerged referential. It is not
difficult to make a case for the
supremacy of the hermeneutic
over plain empiricism, in the
context of social science
knowledge of intellectual
depth. But despite their
methodological differences and
their subjectivity versus
objectivity debates both — the
hermeneutist and the empiricist
— can be seen to belong to the
same epistemic base. Both of
them grew up in the
environment of positivism and
modernism which constitute
the obverse of scientific
knowledge, the hermeneutist
moving along the path of logo-
centrism and teleclogy and the
empiricist taking the path of
mathematical analysis and
giving rise to a series of all
inclusive equations. A
Participatory Curriculum
Revamping Movement in every
discipline is necessary in every
University with a view to
drawing students closer to
deeper knowledge and its
socially useful aspects.
Researchers and teachers have
to converge upon the centrality
of social goals.
Convergence Studies
The convergence of
disciplines with the critical

KERALK PRVATE
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social agenda leads to the
holistic  integration  of
specialized knowledge diffused
in multiple disciplines, j
process to be identified as rea]
interdisciplinary movement,
Over the past few decadeg
several non-conventional areas
of knowledge cutting across
physical, natural and social
sciences have emerged as a
result of researches beyond
disciplinary boundaries, thus
letting disciplines move closer
to one another. This is a world-
wide process facilitating
interdisciplinary research and
teaching. It is important to note
that ‘interdisciplinary’ is not to
combine or confront disciplines.
As rightly observed by Roland
Barthes, “Interdisciplinary
work, so much discussed these
days, is not about confronting
already constituted disciplines
none of which, in fact, is willing
itself to let itself go. To
something interdisciplinary itis
not enough to choose a subject
(a theme) and gather around it
two or three sciences.
Interdisciplinary consists in
creating a new object that
belongs to no one.”’
Interdisciplinary research
and teaching is inherently

inclined to extension of
knowledge for social
development. Knowledge

produced across disciplines is
innately linked to questions of
social equity and environmental
sustainability, and hence
critical of capitalism from the
point of view of its recklessly
extravagant exploitation of
natural and human resources.
Scientists, social scientists,
linguists, artists, literary critics
and creative writers alike
articulate protests against the
dehumanizing and anti-

_—-J-
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environmental aspects of
capitalism.?
Sustainability Science
Intellectuals the world over,
inspired by the politics of deeper
knowledge, are
positioned against the capitalist
ways of unbridled economic
growth without any care for

strongly |

social equity and ecological |

sustainability. Reviewing
growth trends in world
population, industrialization,
pollution, food production, and
resource depletion continuing
unchanged, the Club of Rome

intellectuals brought to the |

attention of the world a few
decades ago ‘the limits to
growth’ on this planet, which
will be reached within the next

century.® This alarming truth |

cannot be ignored anymore. The
ever intensifying decay of the
natural supportive and
regenerative capacity along
with the social and techno-
economic absorptive capacity
will soon lead to a sudden,
unmanageable and traumatic
decline of population and its

industrial capacity. Capitalist |
growth's effect on ecology and |
environment is disastrous.

Pollution of the air, water and
soil is beyond control. Increase
of carbon in the atmosphere
and emission of poisonous
gases have reached a
frightening proportion. The
problem of ozone layer
depletion due to the reckless
release of CFC is being
discussed all over the world.
Destruction and irreversible
reconstitution of the landscape
eco-systems are inevitable for
the spatialisation of capitalist
industries.! Special economic
zones and smart cities represent
the state-sponsored spatialis-
ation of capitalist industries.

———

Capitalist spatialisation
inevitably involves relocation of
poor people, destruction of their
habitat, and disruption of their
cultural continuity, which has
been an ever widening process
triggering popular movements
of dissent and protest in the
third word. India is no
exception to this.

An in-depth understanding
of environmental issues and
related social and financial
aspects across sciences by
intellectuals with an awareness
of the politics of knowledge
demands that every nation
navigate through its business
with a thorough environmental
cost accounting and show
readiness to discharge socio-
legal obligations.* Environm-
ental  capital includes
components such as
environmental quality and
restoration costs, ‘externalities’
or social costs, future liabilities,
and perceived environmental
risks. Pollution cost is
inestimable for it affects human
health and the general quality
of life across generations.
Politics of knowledge urges
every researcher to strongly
react to the fact that no
rationalised cost-accounting
exists in any industry today,
even after the tragic incidents of
Chernobyl or Union Carbide.
Public auditing of industries
has to become universally
feasible.

The best minds among
academics are moved by
politics —i.e the undeniable link
between deeper knowledge and
social and ecological justice.
They have been contributing
immensely for developing the
critical consciousness of the
public and empowering the
common people to intervene in

national policy debates. The
best scientists discuss science
policy publicly for facilitating
public awareness, the most vital
aspect of democracy. The most
committed social scientists
discuss the undercurrents of the
present world political
economy. Their awareness of
the politics of specialized
knowledge delves deep into the
relation between advanced
knowledge and society. They
seek to caution people about the
social disasters and
environmental hazards
ensuing from the hidden
agenda of the capitalist world
order. We have a commendable
line of such intellectuals ever
since the enunciation of Marx's
critique of political economy
and thesis on capitalism, such
as Andre Gunther Frank,
Walter Rodney, Samir Amin,
Immanuel Wallerstein and
Hopkins, to mention a few,
They have shown that the
accumulation  drive of
capitalism will continue
exhausting all the ways and
means, even the least
imaginable.
Critical Knowledge

In the third world the TNC/
MNC capital makes unbridled
influx into areas of natural
resources and eco-systems of
bio-diversity causing
dispossession of the local
people’s age old subsistence
strategies, disruption of culture,
destruction of local wisdom
and, devastation of habitat.®
Within a  decade of
globalisation and WTO reign
economic nationalism has
become impossible and
sovereign power impaired in
the third world. The number of
poor people has increased
phenomenally. Many are

I
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deprived of access even to 1

drinking water that is a
commodity of MNC/TNC
industries. Globalisation has
caused the loss of aids to food
and fuel, making the life of the
poor incredibly miserable and
pushing them into popular
revolts  for survival as
exemplified by the upsurges in
Indonesia in 1998 for food and
fuel, and in Bolivia today for
drinking water.
Commercialisation  of
health, education, drinking
water, agriculture, media,
information system and what
not, has made miserable the life
of the middle class too. There is
a peremptory halt to welfare
measures in all developing
countries. With the state
growing indifferent to the
problems of drinking water,
food, education, welfare
schemes, public distribution
and so on, the increased market
dependence makes localities
decline. In the light of the new
drafts on Intellectual Property
Rights all life forms are being
patented. Having made
agricultural seeds a patented
commodity, the peasants are
unable to exchange them any
more. Fertilisers have become all
the more expensive, making
agriculture costly and bringing
a lot of uncertainty about the
market for their goods. There is
widespread social unrest across
the third world where the

governments are advised to

suppress people’s movements
ruthlessly. Privatisation of
public assets is pushing
developing nations like India
into a solvency crisis, where
public sector disinvestment is
forging ahead under the pretext
of a reform involving the
transfer of national resources

into the hands of a minorily.
Underdeveloped and
developing nations are in debl
traps and people commil
suicide under myriad pressures
that the market-friendly culture
exerts. Naturally there is
economic decay, starvation,
suicide, drug abuse,
prostitution, mafia rule,
terrorism, bribery and other
forms of corruption of
unprecedented magnitude.
The critical stratum of
specialized knowledge warns
us that irrespective of the fact
whether the recession is
overcome or not, speculative
capital flights will continue for
some more time. More heinous
strategies of accumulation will
unfold further intensifying the
dehumanising means and
relations of capitalism.
Obviously, the process of capital
growth at the cost of equity is
heading towards a cul-de-sac.
What turns out to be undeniable
beyond the epi-phenomenon of
the rise and fall of accumulation
is the ultimate point of
exhaustion - the dead-end
unveiling limits to capital
growth, its ecological non-
sustainability and  the
inevitable collapse. The
capitalist pattern of technology-
intensive, energy-intensive, and
chemical-intensive resource-
use for profit-maximising
production and exchange
cannot ecologically sustain
itself and cannot socially let
itself continue. Statistics
indicate the . arming ratio of the
developea .ou lries that
contain only 207, -.." the global
population exploiting 80% of
the earth’s resources, revealing
the terrible imbalance in the
domain of natural resource
sharing. The developed world

r
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has used up the fossil fuel
entitletnent of three generations
of the third world people to be
porn. Population, . food
production, and consumption
of non-renewable natural
resources are increasing at the
rate that mathematicians
identify as exponential growth.

Critical knowledge also
informs us that the critical
dimension of knowledge is not
easily available to all because
of its being incessantly diffused
and strategically distracted in
the capitalist world. Knowledge
production is an alienated
activity and a process of
depoliticisation. Knowledge
production is so designed as to
render difficult the
dissemination of its politics by
any researcher. The process of
acquisition of knowledge is
enveloped by the strong and
built-in system that
depoliticizes knowledge. The
spread of the myth that
knowledge is invariably
neutral is the basic strategy.
Delinking of knowledge from
social reality is another strategy.
Yet another strategy is the
conversion of knowledge itself
as part of the rhetoric and
ideology of capitalism.
Capitalism has its built-in
mechanisms for reproducing
and perpetuating itself even by
turning its enemies into self-
referential constituents, a

. system or power technically

referred to as autopoiesis.’
Knowledge production and
transmission is under the
control of the autopoetic
mechanisms of capitalism,
which alienate learners from
the social reality concerning
knowledge, This process of
depoliticisation leaves
teachers, researchers, and
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students unaffected by
knowledge. They are innocent
about the social use of
knowledge or its consequences.
They become neutral, self-
centred, apolitical and  least
perturbed by knowledge’s
social consequences. This
predicament demands
organized intellectual efforts
towards a re-politicisation of
knowledge.

Models for Extension
Research Several centres of
research and extension such as
Institute of Development
Studies {(Sussex University),
Institute of Philipine Culture
(Manila University), Institute of
Social Studies (The Hague),
International Development
Studies (Roskilde University,
Denmark) and a few Centres of
Social Research (IIT Kharagpur
for example), to cite a few,
exemplify instances of quality
assurance in knowledge
production through praxis. The
fall out of social scientists’

intellectual response to the |
strategic needs of local level

social
remarkable and their initiatives
in people-centred institution
designing and capacity
building have attracted world-
wide appreciation.

The social scientists of the
Institute of Philipine Culture of
the Manila University [IPC],
well known for their innovative
adaptation of social theories to
meet local transformation needs,
are credited with the
formulation of DProcess
Documentation Research (PDR)
tools (1988). Their first
intervention in the people’s
development issue was by
evolving Participatory
Tﬁ:hniques [1978]. The Institute

——

development is |

of Development Studies, Sussex
University developed
’articipatory Appraisal Tools
[1980] in the light of the success
achieved by the IPC social
scientists. 1he International
Development Studies, Roskilde
University, Denmark which
evolved an interdisciplinary
comparative methodology
[1992] to cater to the local
development needs elsewhere
in the third world, was also
inspired by the ICP social
scientists.”

Everything that we should
try and encourage by way of
initiatives for institutional re-
orientation, academic quality
enhancement, infrastructural
development, resource mobiliz-
ation, extension research
promotion and administrative
reforms in the University, has
been based on the above
perspective. The University
system, structured as it is by the
dominance of features,
functions and dynamics
opposed to such initiatives, was
at once a site of encounters for
us. We teachers have to position
ourselves firmly and remain
uncompromisingly determined
to create an appropriate
environment in the University
for quality teaching, research
and extension by incessantly
engaging with the negative
impact of bureaucratic rules,
mechanical regulations, and
red tapism. We have to work
hard to turn the administrative
system into a mechanism that
would support the community

of students and academics.
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Heart- Burns and
Hardships May
Come to an End
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The svstem of higher
education plavs a vital role in
nurturing human resources. It
plays a supreme role in moulding
leaders who not onlv have the
qualities of foresight and
confidence but also possess a
scientific temper, analytical
abilitv and logical thinking. The
capability of developing
knowledge and conducting
research depend largely on the
institutional base a country has,
for creating and imparting
knowledge. T! rosearch
institutions which ~cmiv
tasks, depend on the qatiy and
competence of the academic
community, which means
teachers and researchers, in
attaining their goals. The quality

it thwese
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and competence of teaqi?er:t_in turn
depend on the ability of institutions
to recruit and retain talented and
well- qualifiad persons and also to
provide a work environment that
encourages them to enhance their
performance effectively.

Academic profession is
the mother of all professions in the
societv. Status of the profession or
those who serve in the profession
should be commensurate with the
role this profession plays or is
expectad to play in the economy as
well as in the society. The benefits
granted to teachers are meant to be
incentives that motivate teachers to
acquire higher qualification with the
object of improving the field of higher
education in the Country. The UGC
introduced these schemes to enable
the teachers and students to improve
the quality of imparting education.
But unfortunately the approaches of
the bureaucrats who handle the
svstem of higher education within
the Government of Kerala, are
unaware or pretend to be unaware of
these facts. The Deputy Directors of
Collegiate Education did not complete
the process of fixation of pay to Aided
College Teachers in the proper
manner as prescribed by the UGC
Regulations of 2010 published in the
Otficial Gazette of India dated 18/
(972010, Part 111, and Setion 4. The
proposal for advance Increments
were even discarded or rejected by the
DDCEs and this move ereated a lot of
hardships and heart- burns to
hundreds of teachers who ﬂnluin‘d
Ph.D/MThil degrees after a lot of
strain, stress and committed work.

I
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Petitioners working as
teachers in various colleges and
holders of ’h.D/M.Phil degree
were seriously aggrieved by the
clarification orders issued by
the Government of Kerala,
resulting anomalous
implementation of the
University Grants Commission
pay revision that defeats the
every purpose of the UGC
scheme. Further the grant of
advance increments to teachers
who acquired Ph.D /M.Phil
degrees ordered as per
GO.(MS)No. 332/2012/
H.EDN. dated 19/07/2012,
issued by the government, has
further caused confusion and is
not beneficial to the teachers
who acquired Ph.D/M.Phil
degrees. Requests and
representations pointing out
the anomalies in this regard
have evoked no response.
Hence the petitioners
numbering 48 , including the
Legal cell convener and the
General secretary of the
AKPCTA approached the
Hon"ble High Court of Kerala
by Way of a writ petition (WP©
No. 28682 of 2012 (I) ).The
petitioners were represented by
Advocates Sanjay, Parvathy
Menon and Vanaja.

The clarifications issued by
the Government of Kerala has
worsened the situation to a
greater extent. The GO is not
comprehensive and not based
on facts or norms prescribed by
the UGC.

We, the AKPCTA through
representations requested the
Govt. Of Kerala to implement
the Ph.D/M.Phil increments in
the following manner as
stipulated by the UGC
Regulations 2010.
¢ Teachers who acquired

Ph.D while in service

between 1/1/2006 and 3/

08/2008 were eligible for
two advance increments ,
after fixation of pay in the
revised pay structure, on the

date of acquiring the degree. |

* Teachers who Acquire
Ph.D/M.Phil on or after 1/
09/2008 were eligible for
three/ one advance
increments in the revised
pay structure, on the date of
acquiring the degree.

* Teachers who joined service
with Ph.D/M.Phil between
1/01/2006 and 31/08/
2008 were eligible for four/
two advance increments,
after fixation of pay in the
revised pay structure, on the
date of joining the service.

* Teachers whojoined service
on or after 1/09/2008 with
Ph.D/M.Phil were eligible
for five/ two advance
increments in the revised
pay structure at the time of
joining the service.

* The conditions on awarding
of Ph.D/M.Phil degree like
Registration, Course work,
and external evaluation
shall take effect only from the
date of notification of the
UGC Regulation 2010 in the
official Gazette of India
dated 18/09/2010.

It is submitted before the
Hon"ble High Court that the
Government of Kerala has not
taken any initiatives for the
representations made by the
AKPCTA. Very many teachers
are aggrieved by the attitude of
the Government and the
anomalous implementation of
the UGC scheme that gives the
benefits to the teachers in other
States where the implementa-
tion is flawless. The Petitioners
therefore pray that the Hon"ble
High Court may be pleased to
grant the relief sought in this
writ petition.

The grant of benefit by the
UGC is with the object of
providing incentives to
molivate teachers lo
acquire higher
qualifications with the aim
of improving the field of
higher education in the
country, The UGC
introduced the schemes in
the better interest of
teachers and students for
improving the quality of
imparting cducation. It is
very important that the
same is implemented
without any anomaly.
The Government of India
has itself found that the
recommendations of the
UGC ought to be
implemented , throughout
the country and has
therefore decided to even
provide financial
assistance to the State
Governments. It s
therefore the first duty of
the Government Of Kerala,
the Ist respondent in this
case that the same is
implemented properly
from time to time and see
that the object of the scheme
is not defeated and
teachers left in the lurch.
Direct the Government OF
Keralato carry out a proper
implementation of the UGC
scheme.

Direct the Government of
Kerala to consider and
pass orders on the
representation by the
AKPCTA

Award cost of this petition
The respondents are;

1. The State of Kerala
rep. by the Principal
Secretary, Department
of Higher Education.
The Director  of
Collegiate Education,
Vikas Bhavan ,
Trivandrum.

(]
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3 The  DDCEs  of
Kaollam. Kottayam,

Ernakolam,Thrissur,

and Kozhikkonle

4. The University Grants
Comminsion rep, by |

the Secretary, Baha

dur Shah ZafarMarg, |

MNewDelhi,

The wril
petition having come up for
admission on 01/12/2M2, the
Hon”ble High court on the same
day delivered the judgment by
the Hon”ble Mr. Justice
I".R.Ramachandramenon,

“The petitioners , who are
working as teachers in various
collegens, are stated as apgrieved
on Ext.I'4 Order issued by the
Government , by way of some
clarification, as to the benefits
payable to the persons like the
petitioners towards advance
increment, who have acquired
I’h.D/M.Phil degrees.

- 3. Heard the

2. The Cane of the petitiomers 1
that, thee UCA has prescribed
the relevant norme , which
however was wrongly
understood by the
Covernment, leading to the
so called ‘clarification’
insued as per FExt '8, which
hasw rather resulted  in
‘Confusion’ . In the said
circumstances ,  the
petitioners have sought to
approach the  first
respondent by filing Ext.]’5
representation for remaoving
anomalies. The learned
counsel for the petitioners
submits that , the petitioners
will be satisfied, if a
direction is given to the said
respondent  to have it
considered and finalized
with in a reasonable time.,

learned

Government pleader and the

GOVERNMENT OF KERALA

Abstract
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learned Standing counse)
for the UGC as well,

4. Considering  the limited
nature of relief pressed for,
this Court does not find it
necessary to adjudicate the
matter, The writ petition is
disposed of, directing  the
first respondent to consider
Ext.I’5 and pass appropriate
orders  thereon, in
accordance with law, after
giving an opportunity of
hearing to one of the
petitioners in representative
capacity. Final orders as
above shall be passed at the
earliest, at any rate within
three months from the date
of receipt of a copy of this
judgment.

The petitioners shall produce a
copy of this judgment, along
with a copy of the writ
petition before the first
respondent for further steps.

Higher Education - UGC 6th Scheme Pay revision - Sanctioning of advance
increments for Ph.D in the revised scale of pay - Orders issued

HIGHER EDUCATION (C) DEPARTMENT
G.0. (Ms.) No: 16/2013/H.Edn  Dated, Thiruvananthapuram, 19.01.2013

Read:-1. G.O.(") No.171/99/H.Edn. dated 21.12,1999. 2..
GO(P)No.58/10/H.Edn.dated 27.3.2010.
3, Letter No.UGC Cell3/32200/2011/DCE dated 8.11.2011 from the Director of Collegiate
Education, Thiruvananthapuram.

ORDER

In the Government order read as second paper above, Government have issued orders

implementing the 6™ UGC Pay revision scheme of teachers in Universities, Affiliated Colleges, teachers
in Law Colleges, Engincering Colleges, Kerala Agricultural University and teachers in Physical
Education and Qualified Librarians. In this Government order it was provided that teachers who
acquire Ph.D Degree while in service will be sanctioned three advance increments with effect from
1/9/2008 subject to the other provisions contained in the UGC Regulations. Subsequent to the pay
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revision, the Director of Collegiate Education has requested Government for certain clarifications in
sanclioning advance increments in the revised scale of pay to teachers who acquired Ph.Din between
the period of 1.1.2006 and 31,8.2008,

Government have examined the matter. Though the revision of scale of pay of teachers under the
(" UGC Scheme was implemented with effect from 1.1.2006, granting of advance increments for
acquiring Ph.D while in service was ordered to be implemented with effect from 1.9.2008 only.
Therefore, it is found necessary Lo sanction the two advance increments granted as per the 5% Scheme
in the pre revised scale also to the teachers who acquired Ph.D while in service in between the period
of 1.1.2006 and 31.8.2008 at the revised rates so that they get the due benefit as envisaged in the UGC
scheme. Government are therefore pleased to issue the following clarification with regard to the
Government order read as second paper above:

In the case of those teachers who were granted two non-compounded advance increments as per
the 5" Scheme in the the pre revised scale for acquiring Ph.D while in service between the period of
1.1.2006 and 31.8.2008, the advance increments will be retained for the fixation of pay in the revised
scale from the date of their acquiring Ph.D in the revised rale.

(By order of the Governor)
Ajikumaran S
Additional Secretary to
Government

~D)oA~Ims|~g)
55-00 (nJoMIOOM (nJERGMRDT) |
ekl Caetly |

Keyi Sahib Training College

KARIMBAM, KANNUR
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Golden Jubilee Conference

Varanasi, UP

15" to 17* December,2012

The AIFUCTO Golden Jubilee
Conference and the XXVIII
Academic Conference was held
on 15th,16th and 17th of
December 2012 at Sampurnand
Sanskrit University, Varanassi.
The Conference was inaugurated
by Ram Govind
Chaudhari,Minister for
Education UP Government.
Morethan 1500 delegates drawn
from different states of the country
attended the conference. The

AKPCTA was represented by Prof.

| P.Mammed (President, AKPCTA) Dr.

K.P. Sukumaran Nair (Vice

. president), Dr. P.S. Geethakumari

(Vice President), Dr. K. Sreevalsan
(General Secretary), Dr. D.K. Babu
(Scretary), Dr. Thomas Mathew
(Secretary), Prof. P.Reghunath (Zonal
Secretary AIFUCTO), Dr. K Krishna
Das (District Secretary, Ekm), Dr.
Hemanth kumar (Acdemic

' Committee Convenor) Dr. S.Jayaraj

Kumar (Chief Editor, KPCT) and Dr.
Anitha kumari.

The Programme included a
seminar on “Higher Education in 12%
Five Year Plan, The Agenda, and
Roles of teachers & Teachers’
Movement”. More than twenty
erudite papers have been presented
by leaders as well as
members.Prof.Sudhanshu Bhusan,
Head, Higher Education, NUEPA,
New Delhi presented a brilliant Key
note Address. His was a remarkable
analysis of the Plan agenda and the
necessity to make the program
effective. The Conference
congratulates the speakers and
participants.

The AIFUCTO in its General
council meeting held on 15%, 16th

_—--#d
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and 17" December,
2012, deliberated on
various issues
concerning  higher
education in the States
and

Movement
Resolution

The Conference
strongly opposed the ad-

hocism in higher education
reflected in the appointment of
part ime, contraclual and guest
teachers and not filling the
vacant posts for years. The
AIFUCTO also strongly
opposed growing privatization
in higher education, and
deplored the plight of teachers

in private institutions, most |

glaring in the private
engineering colleges. The
Conference reiterated our
professional demands
including CAS, and payment of
arrears by States.

The Cenference resolved to
continue io oppose the PFRDA
bill, the educational bills
including Foreign university
Bill pending before Parliament.
It condemned the non-inclusion
of teachers’ bodies in taking
policy decisions and the
arrogant decision of GOI in
presenting FDI Bill in

Parliament. The speakers |

poured their disapproval and
anger against the Government's
intransigent attitude in these
matters. The AIFUCTO
reiterated the necessity of a
united movement against the
retrograde policies of state &
Central governments. The
Conference, in its conclusion
resolves to adopt appropriate
action program to be decided by
the NEC and to be held in Delhi
& state capitals to stall the
retrograde moves of the govt.
both inside and outside
Parliament.

The AIFUCTO demanded
that the Government consult,
without fail, the Organization
before framing any policy on
higher education,

The Conference also
resolved to support and
participate in the nation wide
strike in Februaqry, 2013 called

by the central Trade unions
opposing various neo-liberal
policies of government of India
resulting in price rise,
curtailing trade union rights
and downsizing or abolition of
social security schemes.

The Conference resolved to
take forward its glorious 50
years Journey for the cause of
public ~ funded  higher
education which is the only
custodian of the poor and
downtrodden.
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From the Margl
to the Centre B

Overcoming Gender Disparity

Dr. Sheena Eapen  Gender discrimination replicates
St. Thomas College,  itself from generation to
Kozhencherry g sneration to violate the rights of

women. In this new era of
awakening, the concept of human
rights has become a part of social
and political consciousness.
According to U.N. Gupta,
#Human rights is relatively a
latecomer terra  .LIE

values also which go to build
human existence with dignity
and minimum of basic amenities,
cuch as freedom from lorture,
freedom from poverty and hunger

encompasses thosc lieman |
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or freedom from discrimination based
on gender, race or religion” (The
human rights comventions and
Indian law - I:5). When the United
Nations introduced the Universal
Declaration of Human Rightsin 1948,
it was seen by many as a sign of
oplimism of the possibilities of a better
world. But 64 years after this
declaration observers recognize that
we still live in an age when human
rights abuses are as prevalent as they
have ever been.
In 1993, the United Nations General
Assembly adopted the UN
Declaration on the Elimination of
Violence against women. Article 3 of
the Convention says:-
“Women are entitled to the equal
enjoyment and protection of all
human rights and fundamental
freedom in the political, economical,
social and cultural and civil or any
other field. These rights include:-
a. Therighttolife
b. Theright toequality
c. Theright to liberty and security of
a person
d. The right to equal protection
under the law
e. The right to be free from all forms
of discrimination
f. The right to highest standard
attainable of physical and mental
health
g. The right to just and favourable
conditions of work
h. The right not to be subjected to
torture or other cruel, inhuman or
degrading  treatment OF
punishment (Quoted from U.N.
Gupta’s The Human Rights
Conventions and Indian law)
The United Nations Declaration
becomes meaningful when everybody
everywhere enjoys human rights. The
worth of all human beings depends
on the equal rights of men and women
or social, economic and cultural
justice for every person. Indian
constitution spells out the equality of
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every citizen. When the United
Nations Assembly brought out
the Declaration of Human
Rights, India readily accepted
all those clauses on freedom,
fraternity and equality. The
makers of our constitution
added justice to the trio, but
there has been a certain lack of
political will to take into
account half of the population
for their civil and political
rights. Almost a century has
passed after the starting up of
strong women’s liberation
movement, wemen are still
struggling to achieve the kind
of gender equality they want.
Invisibility of Women

After 65 years of independence
and the presence of a women's
movement for about 30 years in
India, the invisibility of women
in every walk of public activity
continues. Our legal system
tries to uphold the dignity of
women by making innovations
with the changing society to
keep up a just social order.
Although law has a binding
nature it is violated many a
time. According to Manusmriti,
“Yatra Naryastu Poojyante
Ramante Tatra Devata” which
means God dwells where
women are respected. The
Universal Declaration of
Human Rights also says that
motherhood and childhood are
entitled to get special care and
assistance. But still the
victimization continues. The
former secretary general of UN
Mr. Kofi Annan remarked -
“short-changing girls is not
only a matter of gender
discrimination; it is bad
economics and bad societal
policy. Experience has shown
over and over again that
investment in girls’ education
translates directly and quickly
into better nutrition for the
whole family, better health care,

e

declining fertility, poverty
reduction and better overall

| economic performance”,

A statistics cited by the UN
shows the appropriate account
of the gender diserimination in
today’s society,

. Of the more than

110 million children not in

school approximately 60

percent are girls.

b. In some countries in sub-
Saharan Africa, adolescent
girls have HIV rate up to five
times as high as adolescent
boys.

¢. Pregnancies and childbirth
related health problems take
the lives of nearly 146,000
teenage girls each year.

d. Atleastone out of three girls
and women worldwide has
been beaten or sexually
abused in her life time.

e. An estimated 450 million
adult women in developing
countries are stunted, a
direct result of malnutrition
in early life. (Quoted from
girl and Gender
discrimination, Loya
Maisnam published in the
Internet, e-pao.net).
According to a statistics, the
national Human Rights
Commission in India had
registered 23608 complaints
of violation of Human
Rights of women, including
trafficking between April
2007 and January 2011
(Report in Hindu March 09,
2011). As per the 2008
publication by the UN
Development Fund for
women, Who Answers Lo
Women? brought out
revealing slatistics; women
earn 17% less than men;
violence affeets between 10)
and 60 percent of women
and girls; worldwide

parties and four to one in

clected legislatures.

The Negligence and
Deprivation of Human Rights
Related to Women
Rural womenare often deprived
of human rights. According to
Ban Ki Moon, the Secretary
General of the U N, “Many rural
women have limited access to
life saving resources” (The
Hindu, October 17, 2009). Many
rural women and girls are not
In ichool and they lack
equitabile access to the decision
making process, meaning that
their voices are not heard.
Economic independence is an
important step in enhancing
women’s Status. But in many
situations even when women
contribute substantially to
family income through paid
and unpaid labour, there is no
guarantee that they will be

- respected or spared violance
. and abuse within the family.

Unfortunately Governments
and employers fail to recognise
this gender dimension of
economics. According to Anne
F. Stenhammer, Regional
programme director UN
Women South Asia - “India has
an estimated 40 million widows
and their lives are often in
poverty neglect and deprivation
(Hindu March 09, 2011)

Likewise in the field of
education especially in the field

. of higher education very few

women are on top levels such
as Vice Chancellor/Principal/
Dean, eventhough a large
number of women choose
teaching as their profession.
More women should be brought
forward for ensuring a just and
equitable society. The First
Woman Collector and Chief
Secretary of Kerala
Smt. "adma Ramachandran in

women are outnumbered | her article on "Women in

two in one in political

Administration of Higher
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Education’ says that women |

should be in administrative
positions in higher education
institutions and universitics as
in all spheres of activity, they
have to be treated like any other
human  being whose
aspirations must be given
opportunities for fulfillment.
Everywhere in every activity of
decision making women'’s
viewpoints and experience, as
much as men’s need to be
captured for the decision to be
balanced and complete (The
Hindu Sept. 16, 2003). For this
to be made a reality, a gender
friendly environment has to be
created. Gender sensitization in
every profession is urgent and
necessary. The representation of
women at all levels of policy
making bodies and committees
should be increased. The
of

capacity women in
management needs to be
strengthened.

The Role of Women's Studies
It is at this hour of need that the
role of women's studies should
be taken as a medium for
empowering women in all
spheres of life. Women's studies
in India about three decades of
existence have its role in public
policies and programmes for
WOmen. It has made
tremendous inroads into
people’s thinking and their
attitude to the role,
contributions, capabilities and
issues of women. The
contribution of women's study
centers both inside and outside
the university system has now
been widely appreciated
(Women's studies perspectives
by Prof.Susheela
Kaushik, UGC).
The main objectives of the
women studies can be
elaborated as
1. To conscientise both men
and women about the

roles
in

multidimensional
played by women
society.
. To contribule lo the pursuil
of human rights
To investigale the cause of
gender disparity and
sensitization about
discrimination
To empower women in their
attempts for equality
To impart knowledge of
women'’s rights
6. To make invisible women
visible
Making Women Visible
Programme such as capacity

building of women managers in
Higher Education sponsored
by UGC is a major example of
sensitization. The objective of
this programme is to empower
and create a critical mass of
women to  undertake
responsibility for decision
making position in Higher
Education. Research on women
has brought about tremendous
new insights into women
status, work, contribution and
conditions. The university
grants commission, IC55R and
DST and many other research
funding agencies have moved
to sponsor research on a large
scale. From its very beginning
Women's Studies in India has
recognized the close
connections with social work
and community action,. It is
also an effective instrument to
learn about the social
conditions and status of women,
the patriarchal values and
practices, direct and indirect
results of violence, injustice,
denial of basic rights and social
inequalities. Collaborative
research works has been
undertaken by these centers on
various topics like fanmily and
girl child, participation of
women in electoral politics,
women's participation in

]

-
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panchayat rajin India, with the
support of the department of
women and child development,
government of India. National
commission for women proved
their efficacy in research and
decision making.  Many
university based Women'’s
Studies Centers are
collaborating with the national
and state commissions for
women as members of their
various committees, research
consultants and resource
persons in workshops. Thus
many centers havesu cceeded to
a great extent in performing
their role of social engineering.
Just like the Women's Study
Centers in higher education

| system, the Commonwealthand

UN offers good practices and
lessons for the advancement of
women. In Feb 2008, UN
Secretary General launched a
multi- year campaign to
increase public awareness for
preventing violence against
women and girls. The creation
of United Nations Women an
agency that has worked for
gender equality across the
world, formally known as the
United Nations Entity for
Gender Parity and the
Empowerment of Women is the
UN’s most ambitious effort to
achieve gender equality. Over
the past three decades the
international community has
made a number of commitments
to promote gender equality and
eliminate discriminations
against women by holding
conventions such as
Elimination of Discrimination
against Women, Beijing Plat
form for Action 1995 and
Millennium Summit 2000 ete.
Evenafter all these efforts for the
cmpowerment of women in
both the developing and

Jeveloped countries, women
COnlin e to be
____-—-—-"'--
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underrepresented in the
decision  making and
leadership spheres. A very slow
change can be witnessed in
some countries where women
are participating in areas of
public life where they were not
previously visible. India is one
of the first countries to have a
woman Prime Minister as well
as a Woman President. The
Speaker of Lok Sabha, ruling
coalition Chair Person and
Leader of Opposition are
women. Apart from this an
increased number of women
MPs, Women Ministers, 50% of
the seats in local self
government institutions for
women can be observed as an
example of achieving parity.
Even then 33% of reservation for
women in Parliament and State
Assemblies is still a dream. The
positions of women in Bermuda
can also be taken as an example.
In its 400" year of settlement
even though there are few
women in the house of assembly
and senate they hold important
positions like deputy premier
finance minister, whip, deputy
speaker, attorney general etc,

GUIBHSEO00
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‘Even though the women in
Bermuda have overcome

obstacles posed by class, race

and gender and made giant
inroads in political process,
there is need to encourage more
women's participation

| particularly as candidates for

elected office’ (The
Parliamentary Issue on
Bermuda Commonwealth
Parliamentary Association,
2009). Despite legal protection

and social economic progress,

. gender equality in many

countries, especially in India the

: largest democracy in the world

is a myth.

In brief, the main factors
holding women back from
achieving rights is the
patriarchal power structure.
According to Kashmala Tariq,
the former Chairperson of the
Commonwealth  Women
Parliamentarians, “No country
in the world, no matter how
advanced has achieved true
gender equality as measured by
comparable decision making
power, equal opportunities for
education and advancement

I ) z
and equal participation and
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status in all walks of human
endeavor. Gender disparities
exist even in countries without
glaring male domination”
(Quoted form Eliminating
Discrimination Against
Women, the Parliamentarian
Issue 1 2009). As a whole we
can say that after all the efforts
made by women’s movemen ts,
there is still a glass ceiling for
women in most professions,
Gender disparities and
discrimmations are facts that
canuot be denied. We can hope
that the positive action and
awareness - raising campaigns
by the UN Women,
Commonwealth Secretariat,
other women's movements for
women by women and the
efforts taken by CWS can reverse
cultural stereotypes and
promote a more gender friendly
atmosphere in society. To
conclude, education is the tool
that can help break the pattern
of gender discrimination and
bring great change for women
in developing countries. Thus
educated women are essential
for wiping out gender bias.
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| Religious
Ethics and the
Dignity of Life

Dr. Vinitha Mohan |
NS5 College For Women,
Karamana

Few ethical issues are bitterly
fought over today as abortion.
Now it is again ignited due to an
Indian woman's fatal death in
Ireland. Until 1967, abortion was
illegal in almost all the western
democracies except Sweden and
Denmark. Western European
nations, including Roman
Catholic countries like Italy,
Spain and France, all liberalized
their abortion laws. Only the

' republic of Ireland held out

against the trend. While
abortions are legal in most of the
countries today, the grounds on
which they are pcrmitlfed vary.
According to the United Nations
publication Warld Abortion
Policies 2011 abortion is allowed
in most countries in order to save
a woman's life (97% of countries).
Other commonly accepted
reasons are preserving physical
(67%) or mental health (63%).
Abortion in the case ol rape or
incest is accepted in about half of
all countries (49%), and

HERALA PRNVATE
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performing them because of economic
or social reasons in about a third
(347). Performing abortion only on the
basis of a woman's request is allowed
in 299 of all countries, including in
North America and in most European
countries.

Savita Halappanavar an Indian
dentist, died in the University
Hospital Galway in western Ireland
where she was presented with back
pain, and was found to be
miscarrying. A day of agony later,
knowing her pregnancy couldn’t
survive, she asked for a termination,
but was refused. “This is a Catholic
country,” she was allegedly told.
Savita objected that she was neither
Irish nor a Catholic: a futile attempt to
appeal for choice over what was
happening to her body. But her appeal
to value her life over an insentient
foetus’s heartbeat was ignored. There
is no abortion on the pope’s own
island and she had no time to get to
England. As long as the foetal heart
kept beating doctors would not grant
her wish. It beat for three days. She
vomited, shook and collapsed. On the
third day the weak sound faded to
nothing and doctors removed the
dead foetus. A week after she was first
admitted to hospital, Savita
Halappanavar died of septicaemia.

Symbolism is all. Ireland has
abortion rates that are typical of
Western Europe (albeit that the vast
majority of Irish terminations are
performed in Britain). Women are
| entitled to information on abortion
services and to travel for terminations.
What remains utterly distinctive about
Ireland is its refusal to acknowledge
that fact. The symbolism must not be
contaminated by the reality. The
| women whose messy realities
contradict the desired image must
remain invisible.

The dispute about abortion is
largely, a dispute about whether or not
abortion does have a victim.
Opponents of abortion maintain that
the victim of abortion is the foetus.
Those not opposed might say that a

e
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being cannot be victim unless it
has interests that are violated,
and that the foetus has no
interests. Another argument
that seeks to justify abortion
without denving that the foetus
is an innocent human being is
that the woman has a right to
choose what happens to her
own bedy.

Although a human embryo
or a foelus has the capacity to
become a mind sharer, it is not
itself @ mind-sharer, or anything
like one, for it is not an iso-
expericit in the early stages of
gestation. It is a physical part
of a woman'’s body until such
time as it has been born. It means
that no one else can directly
incorporate it into the
mindsharing realm during this
time. The society has massively
different kinds of obligations to
mind sharers, who lead richly
textured structured lives, and to
iso-experients that have the
potential to become
mindsharers but are not yet and
have never been anything like
mindsharers. So to cause the
potentially painless death of an
un incorporated isoexperient,
the life of a foetus for preserving
the life of a full-blown life is in
no way unethical. To say that a
connected foetus has rights that
must be protected by infringing
upon the rights of the mother is
a compromise and a foothold
for those who wish to impose
their morality on free men and
women.

Far from having concern for
all life, or a scale of concern
impartially based on the nature
of the life in question, those who
protest abortion but dine
regularly on the bodies of
chicken, pigs and calves, show
only a biased concern for the
lives of members of their own
species. As Peter Singer poinls
out, for on any fair comparison
of morally relevant
characteristics , like rationality,
the much derided chicken come

| consciuousness

out well ahead of the foetus at
any stage of pregnancy-while if
we make the foetus of less than
three months, a fish would
show  more  signs  of
. Of course,
abortion should not be taken
lightly afterwards, when the
foetus may be conscious, though
not self-conscious. But a
woman's serious interests
would normally over-ride the
rudimentary interests even of a
conscious foetus. How can a
society condemn or object
abortion even in late pregnancy

- when the life of the woman is in

danger unless it condemns the
slaughter of far more developed
forms of life for the taste of their
flesh? What is the solution if a
daughter falls pregnant
through rape; or when
discovered that an unborn baby
is malformed and if the child
were born it would suffer from
physical or
mental abnormalities? With
regard to her experience with
the question of morality of
abortion in the 1970s, the
feminist epistemologist Anne
Seller says: as the abortion
debate developed in the
seventies, women developed an
understanding that they, rather
than their biology, could
determine their roles in society.
This gave the issue a new
symbolic importance in terms of
who controls our lives,

| changed the terms of the debate

from one about crime to one
about rights, and led reformers
to identify themselves as
women rather than reformers.
None of this could have
happened if the unspeakable
had not become speakable: Our
community is part of our noetic
structures, deeply rooted in our
unconscious, if not conscious
minds. Social knowledge
which is a product of group
effort and which no one person
may completely understand,
replaces the egocentric quest for

certainty. Hence to create a
rational group consciousness is
extremely important

Freud has rightly pointed
out “Our knowledge of the
historical worth of certain
religious doctrines increases
our respect for them, but does
not invalidate our proposal that
they should cease to be.put
forward as the reasons for the
precepts of civilization. On the
contrary, those historical
residues have helped us to view
religious teachings, as it were,
as neurotic relics, and we may
now argue that the time has
probably come, as it does in an
analytic treatment, for replacing
the effects of repression by the
results of the rational operation
of the intellect.” Modernism
consists in preserving whatever
is valuable and discarding
whatever is not of value. Inner
freedom is the freedom to act
according to one's own
considered will. It is the ability
to use one’s reason and logic of
what is right to stave off
influences that would prevent
one behaving or living in

. keeping with one’s considered
judgment. It is the freedom that

although often hard won, is
nevertheless there to be won
especially when it is something
concerning the very fact of one's
own existence.

It was thought that Western
Europe in the 18" century, with
the European Enlightenment,
had become a very different
place than the fifteenth century,
with the revived rationalist
philosophy making its mark
and the common religious
outlook of Catholic Christianity
fragmented. But appalling to
that thought, the fanaticism of
religious obscurantism is still a
chimera in this postmodern age
swallowing the life of innocents.
Religion, for the religious may
be adorable, but not so much for
the masses to sacrifice a
valuable Iife.
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Indian Economy

2011-12

Dr. P.S. Mohanakumar

External debt rises
$40 bn in 2011-12

The countrv’s external
vulnerability indicators are
showing signs of stress, reflecting
the impact of deepening euro
zone crisis and global slowdowmn,
says a finance ministry report.

The external debt stock at March-
end stood at 5345.8 billion as
against the March-end, 2011 level
of 53059 billion. As against a
external debt to GO ratio of 183
per cent in 2009- 14, it stood at 20
peor cent in 201 1-12 while foreign
exchange reservie s to total debst
stood at 85.1 per cent in 2011-12
from a high of 106.8 per cent in

THE ECONOMICS FOCUS

2009-10. Long-term external debt
increased 11.1 per cent at S267.6
billion at March-end, 2012 while
the short-term debt rose 2035 per
cent at 5 78.2 billion. Long-term
debt accounted for 77.4 per cent of
total external debt at March-end.
2012. The share of commercial
borrowings in total external debt
stock stood at 30.2 per cent,
followed by shori-term debt, NRI
deposits and multilateral debt

India ranks 19th most
exposed country to
global risks

A robust economic growth seems
to have made little improvement to
India’s ability to withstand major
external shocks, making it the most
exposed and least resilient BRIC
nation to the global risks.
According to a study conducted by
risk analvsis firm Maplecroft, India
has been ranked as the 19th most
exposed and least resilient country
worldwide to the global risks.

Omn a list of 1758 countries, Somalia
has been named on the top with
highest exposure and least
resilience, while other BRIC
countries, Russia, China and Brazil
have been ranked 30th, 558th and
97th, respectivelv. Among the ten
countries most exposed and least
resilient to global risks, Somalia is
followed by Congo. South Sudan,
Sudan, Afghanistan, Pakistan,
Central African Republic, Iraq,
Ayvanmara nd Yemen

Indias household
savings lowest in

22 years

Met household financial savings in
India declined sharply during

I—
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fiscal 2011-12 (FY12) to 7.8% of |
the GDP, down from 9.3% in |
FY11 and 12.2% in FY10. The

7.8% level is the lowest since

fiscal 1990, that is, an over two- |

decade low. According to

financial savings can be
attributed to an absolute decline

in small savings and lower |

growth in  households’
holdings of deposits, currency
and life insurance funds, a

report by Morgan Stanley

pointed out, At the gross level, | external sector, India’s current

financial savings as a
percentage of GDP decelerated

to 10.9% in FY12 from 12.9% in |

FY11 and 15.3% in FY10.Net
financial savings include cash
investments, deposits with
banks and
companies, investments in
stocks, mutual funds,
debentures, small savings, life

insurance, provident and

pension funds.

India’s GDP Growth

to Drop to Lowest in a |

Decade, IMF

Indian growth may weaken to |

a decade- low this year after
investment stalled,
International Monetary Fund

said, as it called for interest rates |
to remain unchanged until the
nation’s high inflation rate |
eases. The economy of India,
Asia’s second largest economic

powerhouse after China, posta
slowdown in 2012 after
achieving a slim annual
growth of 6. 5 percent during
last fiscal year. Based on the
available data on the country’s
performance so far, there is no
doubt that India’s growth in
2012 is the lowest in nearly 10
years. Gross domestic product
is 4.9 percent in 2012, the
Washington-based lender said

non-bank |

. after

the |

inits World Economic Outlook
report today, less than a July
forecast of 6.1 percent. Poor
economic performance has
prompted international finan-

. cial institutions, including
preliminary estimates released |
by the RBI, the drop in net |

Goldman Sachs and Moody’s,

to ratchet down their
expectations on India’s
economic growth .

Current Account
Deficit jumps
in 2011-12

Reflecting deterioration of the

account deficit more than
tripled to an all-time high of 4.5
per cent of the GDP in last
quarter of 2011-12 on back of
rising oil and gold imports. In
2011-12, CAD - which
represents the difference
between exports and imports
considering cash
remittances and payments -
stood at 4.2 per cent of GDP at
$78.2 billion, as against the
government’s estimate of 4 per
cent

Indias per capita

debt goes up by 23%
The per capita income may have
gone up by 14% during the last

@mya0lame2eilaud

KERALA PRIVATE
COLLEGE TEACHER
financial year, but the debt
burden on every Indian in the
form of the government’s debt
went up by 23%, latest official
estimates show. According to
finance ministry data, the per
capita debt in India was
estimated at nearly Rs 33,000 at
the end of March 2012,
compared to a little over Rs
26,600 a year ago, led primarily
by internal as well as external
loans. This is in addition to the
home and auto loans that
individuals have taken.
Government data shows that
the average Indian’s debt of Rs
32,812 is now over half the per
capita income at current prices,
which was estimated at Rs
60,972. During 2010-11, per
capita debt was just short of the

| 50% mark. A sharper increase

in the overall debt stock was on
account of high government
borrowings to fund a large
subsidy bill and compensate for
the shortfall in revenue. In case
of external debt, the private
sector has played a major part
as it has resorted to raising
foreign loans at a cheaper cost,
including the hedging charges

e
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GOVERNMENT OF KERALA
HIGHER EDUCATION (C) DEPARTMENT

o Thiruvananthapuram
No. 42646'C312fnEdn Dated: 02,01,2013

From To
Principal Secretary to Govemment

)  The Director of Collegiate Education, Thiruvananthapuram,

2) The General Secretary, Kerala Private College Teachers' Association , KPCT A Mandiram, TC~ 25 2814, MBRRA
36, Mathrubhuroi Road, Vanchiyur. Thiruvananthapuram,

3) The General Secretary, All Kerala Private College-Teachers' Association, AKPCTA State Committee Office
Nanchiyoor, Thiruvananthapuram,

4) TheGeneral Secretary.Association of Kerala Goverment College Teachers,
AKGCTBhavan , Panavrla Junction , Thycadujbiruvanartthapuranrv

5) The General Secretary. Govt.Coiiege Teachers' Organization, Govt. College for women, Thiruvananthapuram,

Sir,

Sub: Higher Education-.Sixth UGC Pay revision* Anomalies- Minutes o! the meeting held on 24/12/12- forwarding of -Reg

Ref 1) Gowt. letter of even no dated 21/12/2012

2) Representation received from various teachers organizations,
| am to forward herewith the approved minutes of the meeting convened by Principal Secretary, Higher Education on 24/12/
2012 to discuss the various demads raised by teachers’ organizations .on implementation of Sixth UGC Pay revision for
information and further follow up action.

Yours faithfully

S.K Radhakrishnan

Under Secretary to Government
(For-Principal Secretary to Govemment)

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 24-12-2012 AT 4 PM IN THE CHAMBER
OF PRINCIPAL SECRETARY (HIGHER EDUCATION) WITH THE
REPRESENTATIVES OF TEACHERS ORGANISATIONS.
(On the basis of the representations received from various Teachers' organizations seeking intervention of Govememtonthe
issues relating o the implementation of 6th UGC package, Principal Secretary, Higher Education has coivenad a joint meeting !
on 24.12.2012 The Director of Collegiate Education , Additional Director of Collegiate Education and representatives ol }
teachers service organisations attended the meeting
The meeting discussed the major issues in the matter and took the following decisions
1. Onthe basis of the direction ol Hon'hie High Court of Kerala, it was decided to hear the pefitioners/ teachers union
representatives with regard to due minimum standard-and procedures for award of PhD) Degree and sanctioning of
advance increments as per Vith UGC pay revision. The UGC may ) also be addressed for Clarification on question
of sanctioning oi advace increments as per the 6th UGC Scheme,
2. Itwas decided o issue a clarification note on granting ot one advance increment o all M Phil Degree holders in service
imespective of the period of acquiring the same,
3. ltwas|thatthose who are possessing pose graduate degree in a professional course (relevent discipline) as the entry
level, the benefit of 2 non-compounded advance increments will be as per 6as per existing Govt Order
4. It wga; decided to issue a separate Government Order in respect of a single faculty department with work-load of hours
to 8 hours.
5. Director of Collegiate Education was instructed to submit the final stalement wing die UGC arrears (under Scheme V &
VI) to be claimed from UGC within a week, re by 31.12..2012.
6. !f was resolved thal no separate Government orders are necessary to clarify the issue regarding sanctioning oi advance
incements to those who acquired Phd) between L1.2006 tn 31.8.2008.
7. ltwas resolved to expenditure the steps m th Proposal for amendment of special rules formulating the dvancemen
Norms- Steps will he taken to constitute Screening commitiee. Government/ University level ngeen%a;zﬁmmﬁd wil bet
formed lot screening of teachers for placement to Associate professor and Piofessoi Posts accordingly,
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8. Theaniremr of Collegiate Education was directed lo submit tho proposal of Career Advancement Schemes by January
2013.

9. dateof their appointment including arrears, Ifany. Guost facully who qualifios the NET after appointm ent are also eligible
forthe benefits of the relevant G.0's w.o.1the date of quallfying the NET, including the arrears if any,

10. Director Collegiate Education was directad to submit the report on the Issue of danial annual increment fell due from
2.1.2006 to 30.6.2006.

1. Follow up action will be taken in the proposal regarding setling up of Dy, Director's (DD) office at Kannuar,

2. Itwas clarified that insisting of NET in computer Science and M.Sc. Electorics will have prospective effect only.

13, Follow up action will be taken inrespect of classification of UG Colleges and PG Colleges according to decision taken in the
previous meeting in this regard,

4. Itwas decided to request the DCE to submit the proposal immediately for the creation of Professor post in colleges.

15.  Itwas resolved issue orders the special allowance of Additional Director of Collegiate Education @ 4000/- p.m as per the

decision taken in the previous meeting with the Teachers Association by the Principal Secretary.
The meeting came to an end 6 p.m.

List of Participants

1.K. Ajayakumar IAS, DCE 5. Dr. K. Sreevalsan AKPCTA

6. Mohanakrishnan.R. AKPCTA

2.Dr. K. Velayudnan , Addl. DCE 7.Dr. K.L. Vivekandan AKPCTA
3.5, Ajikumaran, Addl. Secretary Higher Education 8. Dr. K. Jayakumar AKGCT
4. George Chacko, Dy. Secretary Higher Education 9. S. Sudharsanan Pillai AKGCT
University Grants Commission
Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg
New Delhi 110002
SPEED POST Decembers 2012

No.l-2/2009(EG/PS)PLVII

The Registrar,

AllUniversities

The Education Secretaries

All State Governments and Union territories

Sub-  Regarding the Extension ofthe date upto 30" December, 2013 for participationin Orientation/Refresher
courses in respect of Teachers/Assistant Registrar/Assistant University Librarian/College Librarian/Deputy
Librarian/Assistant Director! of Physical Education/College Director of Physical Education for placement/promotion
under Career Advancement Scheme.

SirMadam,

| am directed to inform you that the issue of participation in refresher courses in respect of eligible Teachers/Assistant

Registrar/Assistant University Librarian/College Librarian/ Deputy Librarian/Assistant Director of Physical Education/College

Director of Physical Education for placement/promotion under . Career Advancement Scheme was considered in the Commission.

Ithas been decided that the date for participation in Orientation/Refresher Courses in respect of aforementioned post/cadres

stands extended upto 31-12-2013 for the purposes of Career Advancement scheme.

This is for your information and necessary action.

The contents of this letter may also be brought in to the notice of all the affliated colleges/institutions under your jurisdiction
please,
Yours faithully,

Satish Kumar

e Under Secretary
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Ly Dr.Sreedharan T.K

Df.Adel MHjEEd. C MESCU‘”EQE Ponnani

Unity Women's College, Manjeri

Dr.Aneesh M.H

Dr. Firoze P.S
PSMO College, Tirurangadi

SN College, Nattika

;y{- | Dr.Joshy C.L.

St. Thomas College, Thrissur

789 Dr.Aravind B.P

Christ College, Irinjalakuda

Bindu. R

Dr. Sudhakaran V.K
SKV College, Thrissur 1 1 33

NSS College, Ottapalam

Dr. Suresh PR |
NSS Engg. College, Palakkad [

Gopalakrishnan. K
MES Kalladi College, Mannarkkad

Savitha Namboodiri
V.T.B College, Sreekrishnapuram

Dr. Abdul Majeed K.C

Farook College, Farook

Dr. Jubl K. Jose

Dr.Godwin Samraj D.P| !
St. Joseph's College, Devagiri

Malabar Christian College
Kozhikkode

([i1:] Dr.Babu D.K.

Zamorin's Guruvayoorappan Collegel § & %

Kozhkode - "' ) O&allal§lag almosniod’
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