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Swam‘i Vivekanada

.
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-

and His Views on
Education

Narendra Datta better known
as Swami Vivekananda was
born on January 12, 1863 in an
aristocratic and affluent family
in Calcutta. His father,
Viswanatha Datta , was an
eminent and prominent lawyer
and was a veteran with varying
interests. His mother
Bhuvaneswari Devi was a pious
lady . Narendra Dutta was an
outstanding meritorious boy
with strong character and many
virtues, Being only son in a

|

family on many daughters ,
Narendrawasa child was vely lively
and naughty. But even a child
Narendra displayed extraordinary
sense for reasoning and also had the
quality of leadership. Healsohad a
strong will power butused to remain
restless. Narendra excelled in almost
all arts and sports apart from his
studies by the time he became a
graduate from Calcutta University.
He was profound in music,
gymnastic s and in his academic
studies. He had mastered over a vast
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knowledge on different
subjects, especiallv in Western
Philosophy and history. He had
had a keen instinct to become a
sanyasi and with a consistent
yogic temperament, he enjoyed
the practice of meditation from
his boy hood days. From his
mother, he learned the power
of self- control.

When Narendra stepped in
to boy hood, his naughtiness
grew. He was a natural leader
of the children in the neighbour
hood. His companions always
bowed to his decisions. Once a
land lord threatened the
children saving, “ Thereis a
demon in the tree and he
swallows children”. Narendra
was not impressed by his threat.
He settled down on a branch.
the other boys took to their
heels. Narendra was waited for
several hours, but the demon
did not appeared. So, he
declared the landlord’s story
was a spoof. One day when he
was in meditation a snake
moving near him could not
disturb his concentration. Even
as a child Narendra has great
respect for sanyasis or ascetics.
The spirit of sacrifice and
renunciation was in full bloom
even in the child Narendra.

As stated earlier, Narendra
father was a busy lawyer. So

every day his house used to be
crowded with his clients
belonging to different castes.
The house was like an inn. It
was th the custom to provide
the guests with “Hukkas’ (long
pipes ) for smoke after food.
There was different hookas for
clients of different castes.
Narendra wondered what
would happen if he smoked the
hookas meant for people of
different caste. Finally, he
experimented nothing
untoward misery. According to
Narendra even when they in
hale hooka, they at least forget
the bitterness of their life.
Narendra was quick and alert
in his studies. After a single
reading , he could remember
any lesson . His memory was
amazing. Concentration was
his key to success. Narendra
had his initial education at
home. Later on he joined the
Metropolitan Institution of
Ishwar Chandra Vidysagar. In
1879 he passed the entrance
examination from  the
Presidency College, Calcutta.
He studied western Philosophy
and history of European
Nations. In1884, he passed the
Bachelor of Arts, Narendra was
a voracious reader and wriler.
Swami Vivekananda stand
as the most effective spokesman
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and representative of this
phase of India’s cultural
movement. He appeared on the
scene where India was at the
cross roads two distinctly
opposite ideas,viz. on the one
hand large section of English
educated classes, dazzled by
the splendor , power and
progress of the European
countries rushed head long to
imbibe and initiate the
European culture, beliefs and
traditions in which they found
a panacea for their sufferings .
Vivekanada's's mission was to
reconstruct and regenerate the
nation. According to him
national regeneration depends
up on two things- revitalization
and renovation of India’s
religion.

At the same time he
preached a philosophy of
synthesis between the East and
West. He was a Hindu to the
back bone, but he loved other
religions as well. He evoked
India but he loved humanity,
particularly the poor and the
down trodden masses. He high
lighted universalism and
humanism. This makes
philosophy modern and ever
lasting. Swamiji proved himself
to be the representative of the
renascent India. At the worlds
parliament of religions held in
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Chicago, in1893. H e had gone
there for a free exchange of
ideas on the basis of equality
with the west. The awakening
of India resulting in the
reconstruction of the nation in
socio- political and cultural
fields was s the result of
historical forces unleashed by
colonialism. The emergence of
anew middle class also created
the atmosphere for the
introduction and growth of
English education which
proved to be an important factor
leading to the Indian
awakening. The purpose of the
introduction of English
education was of course to meet
the imperialist needs rather
than popular needs is clear form
the minutes of Macaulay, the
Law member of the Viceroys
council. He recorded “ We must
at present do our best to form a
class of persons Indian in blood
and colour, but English in
tastes, in opinion , in morality
and intellect. This leads to the
foundation of the Hindu college
in 1870, which was a land mark
in the history of the growth of
English education in India. This
is the most important steps
towards the formation of an
educated middle class and
intelligentsia in the western
sense of the time, who played a
leading role ion the minutes
related to regeneration. In fact
the policy of English education
and establishment of
universitiites in the three
residency cities of Calcutta,
Bombay and madras in 1857,
resulted in the class of English
educated elite imbibed with
western liberalism, who acted
as catalyst in bringing about the
much needed reform in Indian
society and religion.

The Indian society itself was
caught in a vicious web created
by superstitions. The social
conditions were depressing .
The most depressing was the
the position of women. The

birth of a girl child was
unwelcome , her marriage a
burden and her widow hood in
auspicious. Hindu society was
characterized by the prevalence
of such evils like female
infanticide, child marriage and
sati.

Though Vivekananda was a
spiritual leader , he was a true
nationalist, a fire- branded
social revolutionist. A man of
great vision , he believed that
freedom of liberalization would
be the logical consequence of
the awakening of the country.
His strung call to “ARISE !,
AWAKE! AND STOP NOT

TILL THE GOAL 15
REACHED"” reflected this
conviction.

According to Swami
Vivekananda, future India
would be the pride home not
only of the richer sections but
also the peasants, the
fisherman, the cobbler and the
sweeper. Vivekananda went
over the length and breadth of
India as a ‘parivrajaka’ or
wandering monk. During his
travel not only he met the
princes in their palaces but also
beggars in their huts. His travel
was a great educational
experience to him , since it
enabled him to study the
people of India, their customs,
their sufferings etc. An
important  discovery of
Vivekananda was that inspite
of diversities, there was a spirit
of unity underlying in Indian
culture, which the foreign rule
was trying to undermine.
During his ‘parikramam’ or
tour of the country like a
medical Doctor with gifted
clinical eyes and experience,
Vivekananda diagnosed the
root cause of the ailments from
which India was suffering. A
humanist to the bottom of his
heart, Vivekananda attributed
the most important for India’s
degradation to the neglect of the
masses. He considered the

neglect of the masses as a
‘national sin’

Another factor which
Vivekananda ascribed to the
fall of the nation was the “
monopolizing of the whole
education and intelligence of
the land , by the dint of pride
and royal authority, among the
hand full of men”. Education
had been derived to the
common man. Lack of
education made the Indian
masses illiterate and diffident.

Woman in India remained a
depressed and backward
section in society for several
centuries. Ill treatment of women
was one of the greatest sins of
India. Women in ancient India
occupied a prominent place in
the intellectual field, but later
the were neglected to aninferior
position by denying them
equal rights wit men in
education and knowledge of
scriptures. He believed that for
the development of India, the
situation of woman in India
should change. He believed that
no country or nation that does
notrespect its women , cannot
become great. In his opinion,
there is not hope of rise for that
family or country where” there
is no estimation of women,
where they live in sadness “

Swami Vivekananda linked
the degradation of Indian
society with the denial of
education to the masses and he
believed that education was
the panacea for theills of the
society like poverty and
illiteracy. But Vivekananda was
alive to the fact that poverty was
a great hindrance to the path of
education. The poor boys
preferred to go to the field of
work with their parents instead
of going schools. Because
extreme poverty they were
compelled to earn their bread
themselves. If the poor boys
could not come to school,
education must go to their huts.
He observed that “now if the
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mountain does not come to
Mohammed, Mohammed must
go to the mountain” If the poor
boy cannot come to education,
education must go to him.
According to him the
‘parivrajaka  sanvasians’
should go to the huts not only
for preaching but also for
teaching secular matters.
The Indian women of the
nineteenth century led
cloistered existence, subsisting
on what ever her husband
provided and having almost no
freedom of expression and
action. The age old repressive
social system like child
marriage, dowry system , the
taboo against widow marriage
- un fair property in heritance
laws etc. had worsened the lot
of woman- folk in this Jand. He
did not consider the condition
of women as an isolated social
issue, instead it was intimately
connected the well being of the
society as a whole. He was
against the all distinctive
between individuals based on
gendered were, from the light
peoint of view , untenable.
According to him “ there is no
chance for the welfare of the
world unless the condition of
woman is improved. It is not
possible for a bird to fly on only
one wing”. What he pointed
was that as a bird with only one
wing cannot fly similarly a
nation with her women in
shackles could not make no
progress. Liberty is the first
condition of growth. Thus the
liberations and education of
women in Vivekananda view
was most crucial for national
development. To swami
Vivekananda the prevailing
system of education was
defective, The education system
existed in India at that time was
bookish and not practical.
According to him that
education should be for life as
opposed to education for a
profession. To him the aim of

education should be to make
man competent to solve the
problem of life. Education
should be a training of the mind
, it is the life building, man
making, character making,
assimilation of ideas-
manifestation of the perfection
already in man. He had
suggested a kind of education
which would make women
proficieient in managing their
homes, since they had a greater
role to play in the family. His
concept of female education was
based on his firm conviction
that a great nation is born out of
great man and “ itis only in the
homes of educated and pious
mothers that great men are
born”. According to
Vivekananda the Indian
women should learn the art of
self defense. Swamiji was the
first Indian reformer to suggest
that the art of self defense
should be included in the
curriculum for women
education. What he said more
than one hundred year age is
relevant even for the present
day. Moreover, Gandhi I s
concept of women education
had been greatly influenced by
vivekanada's ideal of female
education. His famous
statement that “educate a man,
you are educating an
individual, educate a women,
you are educating the whole
family was nothing but an
extended version of Swamy
Vivekanada's concept women
education.
Vision of Swami
Vivekanada on
Women Education

“There is no chance of the
welfare of the world unless the
condition of women is
improved. It is not possible for
a bird to fly on one wing.” -
Swami Vivekanandan

Swami Vivekananda (1863
- 1902), a great thinker and
reformer of India, embraces
education, which for him
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signifies 'man-ma_kirllg’; as the
very mission of his life. In this
paper, which purports to
expound and analyze
Vivekanada’s views on
women education, an
endeavor has been made
to focus on the basic theme
of his philosophy

Swami Vivekananda stand
as the most effective spokesman
and representative of this phase
of India’s cultural movement.
He appeared on the scene
where India was at the cross
roads two distinct ideas,viz.
on the one hand large section
of English educated classes,
dazzled by the splendor, power
and progress of the European
countries rushed head long to
imbibe and initiate the
European culture, beliefs and
traditions in which they found
a panacea for their sufferings.
Vivekanada’'s mission was to
reconstruct and regenerate the
nation.

The awakening of India
resulting in the reconstruction
of the nation in socio- political
and cultural fields was the
result of historical forces
unleashed by colonialism. The
emergence of a new middle
class also created the
atmosphere for the introduction
and growth of English
education which proved to be
an important factor leading to
the Indian awakening. The
purpose of the introduction of
English education was of course
to meet the imperialist needs
rather than popular needs is
clear form the minutes of
Macaulay, the Law member of
the Viceroys council. He
recorded * We must at present
do our best to form a class of
persons  Indian in blood and
colour, but English in tastes, in
opinion , in morality and
intellect. This leads to the
foundation of the Hindu college
in 1870, which was a land mark
in the history of the growth of
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English education in India. This
is the most important steps
towards the formation of an
educated middle class and
intelligentsia in the western
sense of the time, who played a
leading role in the minutes
related to regeneration. In fact
the policy of English education
and  establishment  of
universitiites in the three
residency cities of Calcutta,
Bombay and madras in 1857,
resulted in the class of English
educated elite imbibed with
western liberalism, who acted
as catalyst in bringing about the
much needed reform in Indian
society and religion.

The Indian society itself was
caught in a vicious web created
by superstitions. The social
conditions were depressing.
The most depressing was the
position of women. The birth of
a girl child was unwelcome, her
marriage a burden and her
widow hood in auspicious.
Hindu society was
characterized by the prevalence
of such evils like female
infanticide, child marriage and
sati.

According to Swami
Vivekananda, future India
would be the pride home not
only of the richer sections but
also the peasants, the
fisherman, the cobbler and the
sweeper. Vivekananda went
over the length and breadth of
India as a ‘parivrajaka’ or
wandering monk. During his
travel not only he met the
princes in their palaces but also
beggars in their huts. His travel
was a great educational
experience to him , since it
enabled him to study the
people of India, their customs,
their sufferings etc. An
important  discovery of
Vivekananda was that in spite
of diversities, there was a spirit
of unity underlying in Indian
culture, which the foreign rule
was trying to undermine,

During his ‘parikramam’ or
tour of the country,
Vivekananda diagnosed the
root cause of the ailments from
which India was suffering. A
humanist to the boltom of his
heart, Vivekananda attributed
the most important reason for
India’s degradation was the
neglect of the masses. He
considered the neglect of the
masses as a ‘national sin’

Another factor which
Vivekananda ascribed to the
fall of the nation was the ”
monopolizing of the whole
education and intelligence of
the land , by the dint of pride
and royal authority, among the
hand full of men”. Education
had been deprived to the
common man especially to
women. Lack of education made
the Indian masses illiterate and
diffident.

Woman in India remained a
depressed and backward

section in society for several

centuries. [l treatment of women
was one of the greatest sins of
India. Women in ancient India
occupied a prominent place in
the intellectual field, but later

they were neglected to an
inferior position by denying
them equal rights wit men in
education and knowledge of
scriptures. He believed that for
the development of India, the
situation of woman in India
should change. He believed that
no country or nation that does
not respect its women , cannot
become great. In his opinion,
there is no hope of rise for that
family or country where” there
is no estimation of women,
where they live in sadness ”
Swami Vivekananda linked
the degradation of Indian
society with the denial of
education to the masses and he
believed that education was
the panacea for the ills of the
society like poverty and
illiteracy. But Vivekananda was
alive to the fact that poverty was
a great hindrance to the path of
education. The poor boys
preferred to go to the field of
work with their parents instead
of going schools. Because
extreme poverty they were
compelled to earn their bread
themselves. If the poor boys
could not come to school,
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education must go to their huts,
He observed that “now if the
mountain does not come to
Mohammed, Mohammed must
go to the mountain” If the poor
hﬂ}' cannot come to education,
education must go to him,
According to him the
"parivrajaka
sanyasians’(wandering
monks) should go to the huts
not only for preaching but also
for teaching secular matters,

The Indian women of the
nineteenth  century led
cloistered existence, su bsisting
on whatever her husband
provided and having almost no
freedom of expression and
action. The age old repressive
social system like child
marriage, dowry system , the
taboo against widow marriage
, un fair property in heritance
laws etc. had worsened the lot
of woman- folk in this land, He
did not consider the condition
of women asanisolated social
issue, instead it was intimately,
connected the well being of the
society as a whole. He was
against the all distinctive
between individuals based on
gender were, fromthe point of
view , untenable,

According to him “ there is
no chance for the welfare of the
world unless the condition of
woman is improved. It is not
possible for a bird to fly on only
one wing”. What he pointed
was that as a bird with only one
wing cannot fly similarly a
nation with her women in
shackles could not make no
progress. Liberty is the first
condition of growth, Thus the
liberations and education of
women in Vivekananda view
was most crucial for national
development. To swami
Vivekananda the prevailing
system of education was
defective, The education system
existed in India at that time was
bookish and not practical.
According to him that

education should be for life as
opposed to education for a
profession. To him the aim of
education should be to make
man competent to solve the
problem of life. Education
should be a training of the mind
, it is the life building, man
making, character making,
assimilation of ideas-
manifestation of the perfection
already in man. He had
suggested a kind of education
which would make women
proficieient in managing their
homes, since they had a greater
role to play in the family. His
concept of female education was
based on his firm conviction
thata great nation is born out of
greatmanand “ itis only in the
homes of educated and pious
mothers that great men are
born”.

Vivekananda strongly
reasoned the cause of such
degradation of Indian
women "“The principal reason
why our race has so
degenerated is that we had no
respect for these living images
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of Shakti. Manu says,” Where
women are respected, there the
Gods delight, and where they
are not, there all work and
efforts come to naught.” There
isno hope of rise for that famil
or country where they live in
miseries

According to Vivekananda
the Indian women should learn
the art of self defense. Swamiji
was the first Indian reformer to
suggest that the art of self
defense should be included in
the curriculum for women
education, What he said more
than one hundred year ago is
relevant even for the present
day. Moreover, Gandhiji's
concept of women education
had been greatly influenced by
vivekanada's ideal of female
education. His famous
statement that “educate a man,
you are educating an
individual, educate g women,
you are educating the whole
family was nothing but an
extended version of Swamy

Vivekanada's concept women
education,
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GOVERNMENT OF KERALA
Abstract

Pension - Revision of pension in respect of non UGC teachers retired prior to 01.01.1986 reckoning
revised pay under UGC scheme implemented w.e.f. 01.01.2006 - Orders issued.
FINANCE (PENSION - B) DEPARTMENT G.O.(P).No. 546/2014/Fin.

Thiruvananthapuram, 12/12/]J014.

ORDER

L Government have introduced UGC Scheme in the state w.e.f. 01.01.1986. The pensionary
benefits of those retired prior to the implementation of above scheme had been revised on par
with State Government employees. Representations have been received from non-UGC
teachers for granting pension and other retirement benefits as per UGC Scheme.

2. After having examined the matter in detail, Government are pleased to order that non-UGC
teachers (excluding 60 opted teachers) who retired prior to introduction of the UGC scheme

| from institutions where the said Scheme was implemented with effect from 01.01.1986 will

be granted pensionary benefits under the above scheme with prospective effect as per the
provisions applicable in this regard. The enhanced monetary benefitspursuant to this order
| shall be paid with effect from 01.04.2015 only. They shall not be entitled to payment of any

Secretary (Finance Expenditure)

Dated

By Order of the Governor,
RAJESH KUMARSINHA
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Iransforming India (NITT)

Aayog - Claims and Facts
A Boon or Bane?

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has once again proved his
predilection for  power
concentration by scrapping the
country’s 65-year-old Planning
Commission and replacing it with
a new body called the National
Institution for Transforming India
(NITI) Aayog. The NITI Aayog
will be more of a think tank or
forum, distinctly different from the
bureaucratic, socialist -leaning,
Soviet-styled Commission and
will convert the planning
commission into a body that will
prepare medium and long lerm
plans and dynamically monitor
its implementation, The message
15 that the body can a have high
say on planning as well as

implementation of projects. The most
important aspect of the Aayog is its
consultative pulic}'-malﬂiné; the
inclusion of India’s states in de
making, '
The Planning Commission was
set up on the 15th of March, 1950
through a Cabinet Resolution. But a
lot has changed in the country since
then. The Commission has been
responsible for allocating central
funds to states and sanctioning
capital spending of the central
government. It also facilitated the
critical co-ordination between
ministries by aligning their priorities,
and Laying our long-term policies.
This was a sore point because it did
notallow flexibility for the states and
various government departments to

clsion
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use the money as per their development needs. In
recent times, the Commission had also received
flak for being out of touch with ground realities.
According to some informal information, as on
31st March 2014 public sector projects worth more
than Rs. 6 lakh crores are struck due to issues
relating to land acquisition, environment and
forest clearing, financing and so on. Besides, in
2012, the commission was slammed for spending
Rs 35 lakhs to renovate two office toilets. It was

also criticized for setting the poverty lines at _

ridiculously low levels. Thus the last ten years of
UPA government virtually shattered the
credibility of Planning Commission. By taking
into account the above problems, NITI Aayog will
work towards the following objectives:
s Tlodevelop mechanisms to formulate credible
and customised plans at the village levels
m To ensure that the interests of national
security are incorporated in economic
strategy and policy
s lopayspecial attention to the sections of our
society that may be at risk of not benefitting
adequately from economic progress
s To design and monitor the progress of
strategic and long term policy initiatives
s To encourage partnerships between key
stakeholders and like-minded think tanks
m To create a knowledge, innovation and
entrepreneurial support system
m To offer a platform for resolution of inter-
sectoral and inter-departmental issues in
order to accelerate the implementation of the
development agenda
» Tomaintain a repository of research on good
governance and best practices in sustainable
and equitable development
m To actively monitor and evaluate the
implementation of various programmes and
initiatives
a To focus on technology up gradation and
capacity building for implementation of
programmes and initiatives
While considering the smooth execution of its
plans and programmes, NITI Aayog has come up
with lean organizational structure and fabric,
which is designed as follows.
m The Governing Council will comprise the
Chief Ministers of all the States and Lt.
Governors of Union Territories.

m  Regional Councils will be formed to address
specific issues and contingencies impacting
more than one state or a region. These will
be formed for a specified tenure. The
Regional Councils will be convened by the
Prime Minister and will comprise of the Chief
Ministers of States and Lt. Governors of

Union Territories in the region. These will
be chaired by the Chairperson of the NITI
Aayog or his nominee.

m The Vice-Chairperson of NITI will be
appointed by the Prime Minister.

- Yart-time members will have a maximum of
two members from leading universities
research organizations and other relevant
institutions in an ex-officio capacity. Part
time members will be on a rotational basis.

“m  There will be a maximum of four ex-officio

members: these will comprise the Union
Council of Ministers to be nominated by the
Prime Minister.

m The Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of NITI
will be appointed by the Prime Minister for a
fixed tenure, in the rank of Secretary to the
Government of India. If needed, a Secretariat
might also be appointed.

Arvind Panagariya, Professor of Columbia
University, is appointed as the first vice chairman
of National Institution for Transforming India
(NITI) Aayog, and the former Planning
Commission Secretary Sindhushree Khullar will
be the first Chief Executive Officer of the Aayog,.

Bibek Debroy , an economist, and Dr. V.K.
Saraswat, a former Secretary, Defense R&D are
the full-time members of NITI Aayog. The ex
officio members are Union Home Minister Rajnath
Singh, Union Finance Minister Arun Jaitley,
Railways Minister Suresh Prabhu and Union
Agriculture Minister Radha Mohan Singh, Union
Roads and National Highways Minister Nitin
Gadkari, Union Human Resource Development
Minister Smriti Zubin Irani and Union Social
Justice and Empowerment Minister Thawar
Chand Gehlot have been appointed as special
invitees to the Aayog. The abolition of Central
Planning commission and the installation of NITI
Aayog as a key decision-making body at national
level are cosmetic changes only. These changes
will result in concentration of power in the hands
of a few which is detrimental for safeguarding
the interest of marginalized sections of the society.
The policies and programmes of an institution of
this kind are the brain child of the people who
manage these institutions. Taking this into
account, it is clear that the decision-making power
of the Aayog is vested in the hands of a group of
neo-liberalist propagandists. lgnoring the
participation of elected members from the Union
Territories is another drawback of the structure
of Aayog. In short, as of now, there is no reason to
believe that the NIT]I Aayog will bring about a
major difference in planning and implementation
of developmental policies.
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