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An Interview wifh

JNUSU President Kanhaiya Kumar

We met Kanhaiya in the lobby of his hostel in JNU at
mid-noon, a time which is famed for siestas on the
campus.Wearing a faded brown T-shirt and jeans, he came
quite sleep-deprived from the protest meeting which took
place last night (and went on till 2 am). After a while, he
warmed up and started answering the questions with gusto.
He asked us whether he can answer the questions in Hindi,
a language which he was more comfortable with than En-
glish. We replied that he could answer in any language he
feels comfortable in,but we would be asking the question in
English as our Hindi was not perfect. Realizing that we were
not fluent in Hindi, he started answering in English, re-em-
Phasising certain points which he thought would be better
answered in Hindi. And that's Kanhaiya for you, someone
who will speak to you at your level and put you at comfort:
someone who is quite willing to put himself at risk or dis-
comfort so that you will not be perturbed. He exudes the
same kind of infectious enthusiasm in his personal conver-
sations as in his public speeches.In a conversation which
saw sparks of his fiery oratory to lighter moments and some
rather deep theoretical insights,Kanhaiya spoke to us of his
dreams, his political ideas and his struggles...

Tiintu K J, Malavika Binny
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Q: Here in JNU we have the cul-
ture of not separating academ-
ics and politics; our academic
interests are entwined with our
political interests. So, could you
also share with us some of your
academic interests?

Kanhaiya: Actually, | have strug-
gled a lot to continue my studies
because | belong to a very poor
family. In India, it is very hard for
the poor to get an opportunity to
study, especially in schools with
proper facilities. Throughout my
life so far, | have done my stud-
ies in public funded universities
and institutions. So, when | was
in school, | was a bit good in my
studies. So, after my X standard,
my father and my family decided
that | should try for engineering.
So, in Xl standard, | took Maths,
Physics, Chemistry, English and
Hindi and after completing my Plus
two, | decided that | can't be an en-
gineer. So, | thought that | should
try for UPSC. | went on to study
BA Honours with Geography, So-
ciology and History. So, there was
a shift from science to humanities,
because of the career perspective.
Humanities is my area of interest
and comfort. During the period of
graduation, | read many books on
theory such as those on Marxism,
Buddhism and Gandhism. So, |
thought Political Science or So-
ciology would be good for me. So |
decided | will continue with Sociol-
ogy as | had not studied Political
Science earlier. | have completed
my Masters in Sociology and for M
Phil, | joined JNU and my topic was
‘Social Transformation in Senegal’
and now | am working on 'Social
Transformation in South Africa’. My
focus ison Social transformation in
the light of new technological rev-
olution, STR (Scientific Technolog-
ical Revolution), ICR (Information
and Communication Revolution)
and restructuring of capital in the
light of these. The questions | deal
with are: how society transforms in
the light of neo-liberalism, what the
role of STR and ICR is, how the
structure and function of the soci-
ety changes and the kind of resulls

we find, and whether these chang-
es are positive or negative.

Q: There is an argument or rath-
er a claim that'JNU is an island’
because of our extreme sensitiv-
ity to gender and caste issues,
the kind of liberty we have here
and the culture of democratic
debate and so on. But after the
February 9th incidentwe also
realised that it is not so much
an island. Adding to thisthe
way that the JNU issue has been
blown out of proportions and
the way in which the doctored
footage is being used in places
like Gujarat is a clear indication
that it is no longer an island. In
Kerala, for instance theSangh-

Parivar is on a rampage to incite
the masses using the JNU issue
especially with the state elec-
tions close at hand.

Kanhaiya: | have never thought
of JNU as an island. Actually, JNU
is a symbol, What kind of symbol
is JNU? First, politically JNU is
left dominated. Second, in JNU,
we talk about subaltern politics
like the rights of minorities, Dal-
its, adivasis, women and we take
a very different position especially
countering the mainstream political
views. We talk constantly about al-
ternative politics. So, it is very diffi-
cult to communicate with the com-
mon people of this country. JNU
is not an island; we talk about the
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contradictions of Indian society and
contradictions of world as a whole
But, the point is our lerminology is
not very common and undersiood
by the common people Actually
we seldom think about the political
imagination of the ordinary people in
this country and how to gel across
our points to them. We always talk in
terms of very cliched academic jar-
gons. But we see all kinds of contra-
dictions in JNU too that we may find
in the larger society, though maybe,
to a lesser degree. So, thisis a very
wrong perception that JNU is an
island when we always talk about
the mainstream society, There is a
communication gap between JNU-
ites and the common people of this
nation. | will sharesome examples
with you. In JNU too, all political
parties use caste card which is very
common in the mainstream politics
as well.There is a strong under-cur-
rent ofSouth India wversus North
India; there is a debate about cul-
tural hegemony. Sometimes South
Indians claim that the menus in the
hostel mess is exclusively North In-
dian and there is no representation
of their cuisine in it and it is true!So,
there is a very real fight for their own
identities. Thirdly, very importantly,
yes, JNU is very pro-gender and we
talk about gender justice and social
justice, we have institutions like GS-
CASH and we take it quite serious-
ly. But, there are also many reports
about the sexual harassment and
abuses even in JNU. The positive
aspect is that cases are being re-
ported, that's very important. Some
journalists asked me — "Why do you
have sexual harassment cases in
JNU if it is such a progressive space
as you claim? | told them, “for your
kind information, Kerala is the most
literate state in the country and high-
est cases about sexual harassmenl
is registered in Kerala. Does it mean
that literacy amounts to sexual ha-
rassment?Absolutely not! I's about
educated people taking a more pro-
gressive stand towards sexual ha-
rassment and reporling instances of
the same. Reporting is directly con-
nected to literacy and education and
about the awareness of the people
about their rights. So, yes, we have

a beller institution, we have many
faciliies, we are a wonderful ex-
ample of public funded institution
of this country, bul all kinds of so-
cial contradiclions also axist in this
campus. 50, | don'l think JNU is
an island,

Q: You have vociferously em-
phasised that about the Red has
to stand with the Blue or that Jai
Bhim has to go hand-in -hand
with Lal Salam to fight against
the Saffron. But, in terms of real
politics how will this conver-
gence actually take place?

Kanhaiya: | will answer with a very
simple example. Unfortunately,
we Indiansare not very bothered
about history. If we visit history,
there are a lot of interesting politi-
cal examples. First, there are only
two political parties they have nev-
er joined hands with the BJP that
have never made an alliance with
BJP, one is the Congress and the
other is RJD. Most of thepolitical
parties directly or indirectly have-
made alliance with Jan Sangh or
BJP. So, why do we have such a
situation? Firstlythe ideclogical
position of a party is very blurred
in Indian politics. Secondly, there
is a tendency of tekedari'( tekedar
refers to contractors or middlemen
who provide labour and material
for construction projects ), that I
am the member of Communist
Party, so | am the tekedar of Com-
munist politics; | am the member
of an Ambedkarite party, so | am
the tekedar of Ambedkarite poli-
tics.'But, actually such a division
should not exist in Indian soci-
ety. We should think of the larger
agenda and commonalities.

We need to question why issues
of caste, communily, social justice
and gender are alwaysin the pe-
riphery not in the centre of the pol-
itics. Secondly, when we lalkabout
unity, we also have lo remember
aboul the objeclive condition in
our society. It is interesting to
analysehow BJPis operating. They
have made an alliance with Akali
Dal. Akali Dal is an absolute pro-
Sikh party and they have always
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separated themselves from the
Hindu religion. How the Hindutva
party makes alliance with Akali
Dal s an example. Second, PDP
which have always raised slogans
for the azadi of Kashmir and which
has functioned as a kind of sepa-
ratisl party is also an ally of BJP.
So, the so-called nationalist po-
litical party has made an alliance
with PDP. What is happening in
Chhattisgarh and Jharkhand” The
Maxalbari(Maoist) movement is
very strong in Chhattisgarh and
Jharkhand. But, BJP is in power
in these states. After the forma-
tion of new states Chhattisgarh
and Jharkhand the first govern-
ment that came to power was a
EJP government. The movement
in Jharkhand is led by the leftist,
communist and the Magist people.
So, how the ruling party are not
able to capture the state of the po-
litical urgency of the common peo-
ple; this is an interesting question.

As research scholars we have
to realize that what we talk in
seminars and in academics- that
doesn't work in the elections.
Because in a sense, we are also
very sectarian, we are not ready
to understand the basic prob-
lems of the common people, we
have kind of rigidness, and we do
not give importance to the social
transformation. So these days,
after coming from Tihar jail, | am
not searching about the difference
between Ambedkar and Gandhi
and | am not analysing the the
differences between Marx and
Ambedkar. Rather, | am search-
ing about where Ambedkar and
Gandhi are similar, | am searching
about where Marx and Ambedkar
are similar, and this is very inter-
esting area. We find so many plac-
es where Ambedkar is very much
close to Gandhi and vice versa.
We will find so many placeswhere
Gandhi and Bhagat Singh are very
close to each other. What is Gand-
hi saying? Gandhi is saying in
1922. He emphasizes on Ahimsa
and truth in the Non Cooperation
mavement, even lo the extent that
he withdrew the entire movement
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after the ChauriChaura incident. In
1842, Gandhi taking into concern
the urgency of the historical con-
text says Gandhi, "KaroYaMaro'.
So Gandhi was being like Bhagat
Singh at this moment. What Is
Bhagat Singh saying? Bhagat
Singh advocated the idea of Bomb
kaDarshan(the vision of the bomnb).
And when he was in jail, what did
he say? He said that the revolution
cannot be brought by the bomb or
the pistol. (Bomb pistol kabhiln-
quilabnahinlata) so, Bhagat Singh
is being Gandhi at this moment.
So. on many occasions, Gandhi
is being Bhagat Singh and Bhagat
Singh is being Gandhi. We have to
understand the political journey of
many political theorists.

If we visit Ambedkar, yes, there
was a slrong debate between
Gandhi and Ambedkar. But, they
have shared so many struggles for
the rights of workers in Mumbai,
they have shared many platforms.
Very interestingly when Ambedkar
made a parly, the name of the par-
ty was Labour party and not Dal-
it party. And what has Ambedkar
said, "We have two enemies - one
is Brahmanism and the second is
capitalism.” It is high time to under-

stand the relation between class
and caste. How caste work as a
class in the society and how class
emergeswithin the caste syslem.
It is also important to understand
this in the backdrop of the current
situation when we are faced with
the threat of fascism.Fascism is
an important tool to divide the peo-
ple. If you want to counter fascism,
you have to unite the people. What
happened in Haryana, there was
no question of religion, and the out-
rage came from the caste not on
the basis of religion. What is hap-
pening in Orissa, they are targeting
Christians not Muslims. So, fas-
cism always operates on the basis
of dividing people. In India, what
unifies us is also our weakness. Di-
versity is our strength, at the same
time diversity is our challenge. If
we will not counter fascism, if we
will not forge a minimum unity on
the basis of a minimum common
programme, we cannot counter
fascism., No one can be a 100 per
cent supporter of anyone else. So,
why do we expect that there should
be 100 per cent similarity between
Gandhi and Ambedkar. Why we
expect that there should be 100
per cent similarity between Gand-
hi and Marx. So, this is high time
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to revisit the cultural imagination
of common people in this country
\We have to address that contra-
dictions in their own terminologies.
Otherwise, we cannot counter the
fascist teachings. That is why we
are talking about the unity of blue
and red with the respect of all kinds
of differences.

Q: Back to the question of fas-
cism, a lot of scholars including
AmartyaSen and lot of scholars
from our own University and
other Universities have talk-
ed about the inherent nature of
multiplicity of identity that Indi-
ans have. But, what we are wit-
nessing today isthat everything
is being subsumed under one’s
religious or caste based iden-
tity. So, can we sort of think of
this phenomenon in terms of a
projection of homogenisation
which from above or from exter-
nal elements?

Kanhaiya: | don't think that it is
religion which is subsuming other
identities, They are subsuming or
reducing the identity which is not
religious,! call it one's communal
and nor religious. Religion is a very
broad term and there is a differ-
ence between religion and commu-
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nalism. If you are a religious per-
son, it doesn't mean that you are
a communal person. When we use
religion as a political tool to achieve
some political and economic agen-
da - that is communalism. Actually,
BJP is not doing anything for the
promotion of the Hindu religion.
They are just using Hindu religion
as their political tool, which is Hin-
dutva. So, religion as a religious
ideclogy is one thing and religion
as a political ideology is another
thing. When we say Ram Ram, this
is religious practice. And when we
say Jai Sri Ram MandirvVahiBanay-
enge, this is kind of political agen-
da. So, we have to counter the
idea of communalism and religion
as the same thing. We have to de-
lineate this argument. And in India
there is no need to counter religion
in this juncture because; the soci-
ety is already being non-religious.
The new generation do not always
follow religious traditions, they are
quitting, already they are quitting.
So, religion is not our worry, but
communalism is. So, we have 1o
counter the idea of communalism,
the misuse of religion for the politi-
cal and the economic ambitions of
certain political outfits.

Q: We had talked about the
space of the public university,
but we also need to talk about
the significance of the public
university.lt is only within the
public university that we can

have a political discussion and
a political movement where the
student are not only politically
conscious but also actively in-
volved in changing the political
climate of the nation because in
a private university you are sort
of caught up in a vicious circle
of debts repaying your educa-
tional loans and every discus-
sion is weighed out in terms of
‘investment and returns’.

Kanhaiya: | will give you very in-
teresting findings that | have found
in my research. Why are Commu-
nist parties not strong in India and
other countries? It is nol because
of the failure of one person or two
or because of bureaucracy. This is
a structural problem. That is why
communist movements became
weak not only in India but also the
world. What was the base of the
Communist movement? The base
was the industrial society. After the
Industrial Revolution, there was a
huge concentration of labourers
in factories. What happened due
tothe Technological Revolution?
The disintegration of the produc-
tion system was one of its results.
The huge mass production desta-
bilised the tradilional syslem and
a new kind of production system
was eslablished in the industrial
field. Mow, production is happening
in the rooms wilth automised work-
shops, So, the trade union move-
ment has become weaker. So, that

affected the communist movermsnt,
So, what is happening now? There
is a large unorganised sector in In-
dia, not only in India everywhers, in
China also. So, where is the pos-
sibility of mass movement? That is
public funded universities. There
are students -8000, or 10,000 liv-
ing together in universities, not
only students. If we add the num-
ber of Karmacharis(the manual la-
bourers) and teachers to this, the
number reaches to 50000, 35000
or in some universities about 1
lakh. So, this is a huge mass of
people.This is an ideal venue for
revolution and it will be a revolu-
tion in an organised manner and
the movement will have an inter-
national impact. So, the old pattern
of movement is being destroyed
and the new possibilities are pub-
lic funded universities. How do we
compare public funded and private
funded universities? In private uni-
versities you cannot do anything,
because of high fees, because
of disciplinary actions and so on.

They have already declared that
the students have no right to make

unions. There is no political activi-

ty. There is no co-curricular activity,

In the name of extra aclivity, they

only do fresher party and farewell

party. Bul, don't think that private

universities will not become/work

as a batlle ground in the future.

That tendency is also emerging.

We have to look at advanced
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countries or the advanced societ-
ies to understand this trend. What
is happening in Europe and Ameri-
ca? The private universities are the
centre of movements, because of
the economic disparity, because
of dissatisfaction, because of the
exploitation by the management,
because of high fees. Students are
the energy and students have po-
tentialbecause in a sense, they are
the organised force in the society.
They live together; hundreds and
hundreds of students live together
and they are the younger genera-
tion, they have new ideas, they can
think like a revolutionary. That is
why all kinds of governments es-
pecially the fascist governments
categorically attack public funded
universities and also private uni-
versities in the developed coun-
tries.When you visit any industrial
area, we cannot find a single facto-

ry, where you have a concentration
of 50,000 labourers. All kinds of
production units have been decen-
tralised. We have assembly-line
production now where one element
of a product is produced here and
another element produced some-
where else. The maximum concen-
tration is around 100 in a place. So,
the possibility of unionising is not
there. So, universities will be the
avenues of protests in these days.
This is the emerging trend.

Q: We always talk about the larg-
er left unity and about the com-
mon minimum programme. But,
in terms of the real agenda of the
common minimum programme
what would it mean?

Kanhaiya: See, there is a very
interesting political problem in our
political thought- to categorise the

political force in our country. \When
we use categories such as Left,
Right.and Centre; it is very diffi-
cult to put a political party under a
particular category. Because, we
have talked about having multi-
ple identities. So, | am a member
of the Communist party, but | still
talk about Gandhi. So in India, it is
very difficult, very complex to es-
tablish a categorisation like in Eu-
rope. One simply cannot make it
So, first of all, | reject the idea of
left, right and centre on the basis
of political parties. | accepted it as
a political force, but not as apolit-
ical party. When we talk about it
as a political force, those who aré
against the establishments, they
are considered to be Left and what
are the establishments in our soci-
ety?Patriarchy is an establishment;
caste is the establishment and
economic disparity is an estab-



ments, all those who are fighting,
those political parties- all of them
are left. And secondly, those who
have a kind of, yes patriarchy kam-
bhihonachahiye, lekinpura moder-
nity bhinahihonachahiye, (we need
to reduce patriarchy, but we cannot
be completely ‘modern’), we can
call them as a centrist force. Thirdly
there are right forces they directly
Support the idea of patriarchy that
force is right force. So | always say
that if everything is not right so go
left. So the establishment is not
properly working in the society, we
have to be against establishments.
If you are standing against estab-
lishment, you are left. If a corpo-
rate job holder fights against his
boss on account of injustice, he or
she is left. That is the kind of un-

lishment. Against these establish-
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derstanding we ought to have. We
have to broaden our understanding
about political categorisation. And
we have lo choose some new ter-
minologies to address the political
and social problems. So, the old
categorisation does not work., This
is my understanding. Second, be-
ing a member of communist party
isone thing, and being a leftist is
another thing. If you are a member
of the communist party you are left-
ist; but if you are a leflist you may
or may not be a member of commu-
nist party. This is the kind of under-
standing that we need and by we, |
refer to Ambedkariles, Marxistsand
all the progressive democratic peo-
ple; all are parl of the larger left.
So, when | talk about the left unity,
it does not mean | only talk about
the unity of communist parties, be-
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cause il is very difficult, When the
party divided in many parts what
happened and what were the rea-
sons? Because of the lack of po-
litical understanding, what kind of
sociely, are we living in? That was
the problem not only in India, but
a problem which plagued all third
world countries. A capitalist coun-
Iry like Canada is better than left-
ist ruled nations, why? Because
we have left the core of Marxism!
Marx had said that the advance-
ment of capitalist system will bring
or establish the background for so-
cialism. And what did Lenin say?
He said that democracy is indis-
pensible to socialism. Yes, we did
in India, we made the first Com-
munist government in Kerala, but
today we are losing everywhere!
So, it is a very critical question in
front of all leftists and communist
leaders and still if we are ready to
accept criticism, we will be able to
do many things because people
always desire change, and are
looking for alternatives because
they are facing many problems. If
we will understand the problems of
the toiling masses and we will com-
municate to them with confidence
with a 'yes, we can do' attitude,
we can make the government (win
elections). But what did we do? We
always behave like opposition. We
got the chance once- JyotiBasu
had a chance be the Prime Min-
ister! At leastpure deshkelogom-
kopathachalthaheinki communist
PradhanMantrikaisekamkartha-
hein. (At least, people would have
known how a Communist Prime
Minister would have worked!)l am
not getting into the entire theoreti-
cal debate, Precisely in one line, if
| talk about the unity of left, | am not
talking only of the unity of commu-
nist parties; | am talking about the
unity of left forces.

Q: Something | have been no-
ticing in your speeches is the
sensitivity towards gender and
not just gender in terms of male
andfemale but you have also
been talking about transgenders
especially in your Women's Day
speech. That is the indeed one
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of the sections which is most
marginalised of all.

Kanhaiya: See, the time is pie
cisely ready for a batlle - the ballle
or fight of inclusion. I we are doing
the politics of inclusion, we have
to think about from one mdividual
to a small communily o society.
This is the time 1o batlle belween
hum koyaadkarnaheinaurdoosral-
cgomkehtaheinkibhooljao(we  are
trying to remember while other are
asking us to forgetiignore!). We
have to talk about all the commu-
nities. When we talk about gender
there is not enly male and female.
There are people who are neither
male nor female. So we have to
talk about them also. According to
politicians today, everything is for
vote bank politics, number politics.
By this number politics, we cannot
make our society more democrat-
ic. If we wanl to establish a very
democratic society, we have to talk
about each and every individual.
each and every gender and each
and every community, each and
every caste, each and every iden-
tity. That is what | try to do through
my speeches and | try to communi-
cate the same with others. Some-
times | think that why only Bharat
mataki jai. Yes, | will say Bharat
matakijai, | have no issues with it.
But | will also say Bharat ke pita ki
jai, bharatkebhaiki jai, bharatkeba-
hanki jai, bharatke transgender ki
jai and so on.That is why | time and
again put forth my firm belief in the
Indian Constitution.

Let's remember what Nehru has
said in a public meeting when peo-
ple were shouting Bharat mata. He
asked them, “Who is this Bharat
Mata?” They were confusedand
did not reply.Nehru told them, "
You are the Bharat mata.You who
make up the people of India, you
— yourself are Bharat Matal" When
we read the Preamble to the Con-
stitution, it says, “We, the people of
India”. If ‘we' are the people of In-
dia, a transgender is also a part of
India: they are also the part of the
society. Women, men - all are the
part of the society. So, the idea of
people is very important.and when
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we talk about democracy, we have
to talk about all people. | have no
hatred against anyone, even RSS
or Medi. | have said this so many
times. If any BJPor RSS leader will
be framed or accused and if they
are given capital punishment, | will
fight against that also. So, that kind
of positive agenda we have to cir-
culate among the people,

Q: One of your greatest strengths
is the positive energy that you
have been exuding throughout!
When you came back from jail
there was no negativity associ-
ated with your speech, but | was
also thinking that jail was not
so much a pleasant experience
for you either in spite of your
approach towards the whole ex-
perience.

Kanaiya: Of course, it was not.
But, | am habituated to that kind of
exploitation in my life. If | let that
sadness rule over me, | wil be-
comea a reaclionary. | don't want
to be thal kind of reactionary. It is
a conscious attitude that | have
chosen (lo be posilive). Buddhism
not as a religion, bul as a pn!iticai
thought and philosophy is a very
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interesting and very powerful tool
in Indian society. Because | am a
student of social transformation, |
know that society transforms grad-
ually, not suddenly. So we have
to contribute as a transforming
force nothing more than that. So,
so many people asked me if | will
be a politician, whether | will join
any political party, | always reply to
them, “I am not a politician, | am a
student, | am a research scholar, |
am working for that. Along with that
| am a politically conscious person.
So, | react politically, | will do politi-
cal action”. Let's see.

Q: It also a juvenile question to
ask you whether you will join
politics because you are already
very political .It shows they
don’t understand what being o
litical is.

Kanhaiya: Actually, you know it de-
pends also on the person you 8¢
interacting with their ideas the"
perspectives.You cannot €XP

everyone to have the understand-
ing of a research scholar and of
course sometimes you have t0 dea
with questions which have vest-
ed interests lurking behind them™

et



(Kanhaiya laughs)This question
comes from thatkind of particular
idea. When | visited Rahul Gandhi,
some people started thinking that |
am going to join Congress and if |
meel some other leader, they will
start speculating again!

Q: There are lot of definitions for
nationalism and one need not
stick on to any one particular
definition. You also mentioned
in your speech that the we are
limited by the constraints of
our academic disciplines, and
that we need to go and tell the
masses that there are s0 many
images and imageries and ways
in which nationalism can be
represented and refracted.

Kanaiya: | got your point. | will
give a very interesting example.
For me the general coach of Indian
railways train is the best example
of nationalism. For me, serving idli
and dosa as a counter-measure o
serving burger and pizza- is na-
tionalism. For me, talking about the
indigenous things in our country
and doing something to save it -
that is nationalism. Actually there is
an interesting contradiction when
we talk about nationalism; the so

called nationalist party blindly sup-
poris the idea of neo-liberalism.
And what is the history of neoliber-
alism? Neoliberalism is propagated
by the trio - World Bank, IMF and
WTO to abolish the idea of welfare
state. After the Marshall plan was
introduced, they have adopted the
idea of welfare state especially in
Europe to stop the idea of socialist
state. Then they destroyed USSR.
USSR jtself was also responsible
for that, | am not telling America
just came and destroyed USSR,
no, it is not like that. There were
problems of relations in production
and obsolete technology and so
on. | am not going to that in detail.

If there is no threat, there will
be no enemythen- howwill the
trade of arms and war contin-
ue?5o0, lhey made a new enemy,
Islam. The idea of ‘Clash of Civi-
lizations' given by Huntington, |s-
lamophobia was invented! They
got a soft and easy larget or enemy
to mobilise people. What was the
slogan given by Bush? It is rather
interesting!First George Bush said
US versus Islam. Then Bush said
West versus Islam, then he said
Rest versus islam. Then he said,
those who are not with us, they
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are with them. So this is the kind
of nationalism we are facing now,
even here! Those who are not
with Maodi, they are antinational! If
we really want to visit the idea of
nationalism which was developed
during the freedom movement, that
idea is about the people the rights
of people, the choices of people,
the identities of people, the prob-
lems of people, diversity of people
and so on. For me, nationalism in
India is very diverse. One particu-
lar identity cannot be the symbaol
of nationalism in India, because
India is a nation of nations. There
are so many types of Hindus them-
selves. You cannot make a single
identity for even Hindu. There are
Hindus who have nonvegetarian
food. There are Hindus those who
don't have non vegetarian food,
not even onions. They believe that
onion is a non-veg item because it
used in non-vegetarian dishes, So
Hinduism itself has so may prac-
tices associate with it.So Indiais a
very diverse country. For me Indi-
an nationalism is ‘diverse national-
ism'. We cannot borrow it from the
Eurcpean version of nationalism of
one nation, one party, one identity,
one leader- we simply cannot bor-
row it! If we analyseit in the light of
neoliberalism, we have to preserve
local identities, preserve the identi-
ty of folk culture, folk traditions, folk
dishes. So, for me, as | told you, In-
dian railway is the most nationalist
form of this country, especially the
general coach of the train. For me,
in Bihar, if we fight for lassi against
Coca-Cola, that is nationalism. In
Kerala, if we save coconut water
to counter Pepsi, that is national-
ism. So, nationalism for me is total-
ly based on the basic rights of the
common people of this country.

Q: Thank you for spending
about an hour with us especial-
ly as you are quite caught up in
the protests. All the best for your
future academic and political en-
deavours!

Kanhaiya: Please do not thank
me; all of us are doing our own part
in trying to bring about a change!
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Your
Tongue
My

word stood confused half way
ike a lone traveler in a jungle

looking for roads taken and not.
It's all about crossing languages,
While crossing loves
Kaalam in my language, has an infinite purpose
Spreading beyond lands, ages and memories.
The sea, the sky and silence.
When it becomes time in your tongue,
Don't you think it gets too pointed like you?
Shedding the fancies, infinities and
that philosophical gaze of insanity?

And again, minnaminni,

Like the twinkle in a baby eye

The throb of a new love

And the beauty of the night in gold spots
like consteliations visiting, becomes
glowworm in your tongue.

Yes, just like that,

As plain as you,

Now try saying Pennuy

See how much it rhymes with mannu and vinnu,
The organic female,

Your tongue failed to find a word for her

You say her spine sprout from your bones
And limited her to prefix,

Man, she is not your woo,
Not your longue

But, my language.
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" ~BACOPA MONNIERI IL
> | PHARMACOLOGICAL.
A “E“IEW:Q - ‘f[.i_,_.f' E

e

B yurvedic medicine classifies Bacopa monnieri L. as belonging to a group
Neethu S. Kumar of plant medicines known as Medhya rasayana - that improve mental
MG College, Thiruvananthapuram  health, intellect and memory (medhya) and promote longevity and rejuvena-
tion (rasayana). The Sanskrit name 'Brahmi’ stems from Brahma - the cre-
ative aspect of God and since the brain is seen as the creative centre of
humans, it is so named. B. Monnieri L. has been used for centuries as a brain
tonic, memory enhancer, and revitaliser of sensory organs, anti-anxiety, car-
dio-tonic, diuretic, antidepressant and anticonvulsant agent. This plant is also
used for all sorts of skin problems - eczema, psoriasis, abscess, ulcerations,
and leprosy, for chronic rheumnatism as an cintment, asthma and hoarseness
of the voice.The pharmacological studies showed that Bacopa monnieri L.
possessed many pharmacological effects included central nervous effects
( memory enhancement , antidepressant , anxiolytic , anticonvulsant and
antiparkinsonian ) , antioxidant , gastrointestinal . endocrine , antimicrobial
, anti-inflammatory , analgesic , cardiovascular and smooth muscle relaxant
effects.

Bacopa monnieri L.(synonyms: Lysimachia monnieri L. Cent., Gratiola
monnier L., Monniera cuneifolia and  Herpestis monnieri L.), which com-
monly known as (bacopa, brahmi, and thyme leaved gratiola), belongs to the
family Scrophulariaceae.Apart from India, it is also found in iﬂepal Srj Lan-
ka, China, Taiwan and Vietnam, Florida and other southern states' of USA.
In India, it grows in damp, marshy places and on the banks of slow flowing
rivers and lakes, ascending up to an attitude of 1,320 m. B.monnieri L. is a
small creeping, spreading, succulent herb with numerous branches and small
fleshyf. ub!urltgl leaves. Flowers and fruits appear in summer and the whole
plant is medicinally important. Warm (3040 °C) and humid (65-80 %) climatic
conditions with plenty of sunshine and ample rainfall are ideal for growth of
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Bacopa monnieri L. and therefore j|

stem cuttings, Is propagated by

Usage

This can ble used externally as well as intarnally.,
External use nclude application of ol and pasle, Oil
can be applied to the exlerior of the body lo promole
healthy skin proper healing and freedom of maove-
ments of joints. It may be alsp Mmassaged lo the scalp
to support healthy hair growth and lo encourage any
of the healthy benefits it aives to the brain, central ner-
vous system and the mind, Paste can be applied lo
the exterior of the body to promote heallhy skin and
comfortable movements of the joints. Ayurveda tradi-
tionally recommends the tasting of this herb. It can be
taken internally as powder or in the tablets forms or
as a liquid extract. A typical dose of this powder is Va-
¥ tea spoon, once or twice daily or as directed by a
health practioner. Tablet offers you a sample of taste
allowing the digestive system to receive appropriate
signals about what you are about to ingest and inviting
the body to initiate our health healing mechanisms. A
typical dose is 1 or 2 tablets ,once or twice daily or as
directed by the physician. Liguid extracts are easy and
convenient to assimilate and have long shelf life.

Pharmacological effects

Benefits of Bacopa monnieri L. include strength-

TEELE Ewirary
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ening ol mind and the intellect, support and focus
concentralion, encourage a balanced and emotional
slale, promole daytime energy and night time sleep,
support healthy blood cells, promote healthy skin and
hair. Delailed investigations were first decumented
as early as 1931, when Bose and Bose reported the
isolation of the 'hrahmine’ (alkaloid) from B. monnieri
lollowed by identification of other alkaloids like nico-
line and herpestine, D-mannitol, saponin, hersaponin
and potassium salts, Mental depression, a chronic
liness alfecting person's mood, physical health and
behaviour are common problems in today's stressful
and competilive world. Patients with depression have
symptoms that reflect decrease in brain monoamine
neurotransmitters. Extracts of this plant is found useful
in treating these iliness. Extracts of B. monnieri pro-
vide relief to patients suffering with anxiety or epileptic
disorders. Brahmigrith, a medicated ghee prepared
from B. monnieri is beneficial for treatment of epilepsy
and hysteria. Stress, improper dietary habits, inges-
tion of non-steroidal anti-inflammatory agents and
infection by Helicobacter pylori may be respansible
for the development of ulcer .Fresh juice of the plant
has been reported to have significant anti-ulcerogenic
activity.B. monnieri extract showed anti-inflammatory
activity via inhibition of prostaglandin synthesis and
lysosomal stabilization . Ethanolic extract of B. monn-
ieri has a positive effect on haemoglobin glycosylation
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in vive. Propanoic, methanolic and ethanolic exiracts
of B. monnieri exhibited anti-microbial activity against
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many bactenal etiological agents e.g. Strem?mccus-
Escherichia coli, Staphylococus aureus, Bacillus sub-
tilie, Klebsiella pneumoniae, Pseudomonas aerogeno-
sa. The phylochemicals such as beluhm_c acid, wogo-
nin and oroxindin isolated from the ar—;-nal_ parts of B.
monnieri showed significant antifungal activity against
Alternaria alternata and Fusarium fusiformis,

The cognition facilitating activity of B. monnieri ex-
iract is due to the presence of different tetracyclic trit-
erpenoid saponins which have been used to F}'Fﬂmcte
memory and intellect to treat psycho-neuro disorders
and as a rejuvenator from Ayurvedic era.. Antioxidants
have been reported to prevent oxidative damage by
free radicals that are responsible for number of hu-
man disorders such as artherosclerosis, hypertension,
arthrilis, gastritis, ischemia, Alzheimer's disease, dia-
betes mellitus and AIDS. Bacosides are reported to
scavenge free radicals such as peroxides, superox-
ides and hydroxyl radicals.

So we can conclude that, while searching for the
single most powerful natural supplement for brain
health, better thinking and sharp focusing and im-
proved memory retention a darn good place to begin
the search would be this plant,

With Revolutionary Greetings

Sree Narayana College
Thottada, Kannur
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decade and a half into the twentieth century, one of the most press-

ing problems facing humanity is that of environmental degradation
and anthropogenic climate change. The need to sustain a growing popu-
lation and to ensure continued economic progress has resulted in many
ecological disasters in the past century. Alarmingly, the frequency and
magnitude of such disasters are growing with each passing year. The
silver lining is that there has been an increase in environmental con-
sciousness among the general public. Commercial entities too have be-
gun to seriously take note of the need to be accountable towards the en-
vironment. ‘Green’ movements such as Green Design, Green Marketing,
Green Consumerism and Eco-labelling are catching on. However, these
effects are largely confined to developed nations where environmental
activism is well established and held in high regard.

Developing nations such as India have not been as enthusiastic
about embracing ecologically sustainable policies. There is a prevalent
notion in the bureaucracy that environmental activism holds back eco-
nomic development and progress. Environmental concerns are often
sidelined by commercial interests or the need to develop new or better
infrastructure. Consequently, there is a great deal of public debate in In-
dia over policy decisions involving ecologically sensitive issues. Increas-
ing public awareness and participation in such matters has resulted in a
strong level of grassroots environmental activism in India. With the help
of able leaders from socio-cultural and literary milieus such movements
have enjoyed a lot of success in the pasL.

The Chipko Movement of the 1970s campaigned successfully
against deforestation with villagers simply clinging to trees to protect
them. The eighties were the high water mark for activism and witness
various high profile movements such as the Jungle Bachao Andolan in
Bihar, the Navdanya Movement led by Vandana Shiva Ashok Khosla's
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Development Alternatives and the Narmada Bachao
Andolan helmed by Medha Patkar. In addition to these
campaigns, activists have raised public awareness on
issues like the protection of critically endangered wild-
life, animal rights and protecting the unique genetic
heritage of the nation. These movements were able to
attract global attention and their success was received
with enthusiasm by environmental activists worldwide.
These are but the better known among hundreds of
environmental movements big and small that have
been carried out in the country.

The success seen by these and other movements
in the three decades up to the middle of the 1990s
has not been replicated since. With renewed interest
in economic and industrial growth, environmental con-
cerns have been put on the back burner. Successive
governments have cracked down on activists and
NGOs and have sought to curtail their operations. His-
torian Ramachandra Guha terms this ‘the fall of Indian
Environmentalism'.

Last year saw the government revoking the licens-
es of nearly 9000 non-profit organizations receiving
foreign funding, citing their non-disclosure of assets
as the reason. The Indian branch of Greenpeace, an
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internationally renowned environmental organization,
had also come under the government scanner. The
government had sought to monitor the activities of
NGOs closely as many of them receive foreign funding
and could be used to interfere in the internal affairs of
the nation. However, such scrutiny also hampers the
functioning of these organizations as independent ob-
servers providing much needed criticism on the policy
decisions taken by the government.

It may be that India is undergoing its own particular
version of the 'green scare' - a systematic targeting
of environmental activists by the US government that
happened in the early 2000s. It is in this situation that
the possibility of 'ecotage’ as a protest method arises.
Ecotage is a portmanteau term derived from ‘ecology’
and ‘sabotage'.It refers to those steps taken to protect
the environment by intentionally destroying or crip-
pling the means by which environmental degradation
is being caused. The term was coined in 1970s and
gained popularity through Edward Abbey's anarchist
novel, 'The Monkey Wrench Gang'. Ecotage is also
known as ‘monkeywrenching' because its effects are
similar to throwing a monkey wrench into the mecha-
nism of a working machine.
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Ecotage is often the last resort of rad-

ical environmentalists when traditional
protests, petitions and court cases are
not able to achieve any progress. Such
protests may target equipment or other
property belonging to those responsible
destroying the environment. Dave Fore-
man, one of the founders of 'Earth First!’ (a
radical environmental activist group) wrote
a field guide for ecotage in 1985. In this,
he laid down that ecotage should not be
targeted at living things and that it should
not be mere vandalism. The object of eco-
tage is to deter entities damaging the en-
vironment and to bring public attention to
such issues. Being an extralegal method
of protest, ecotage is often categorized as
crimes or even as acls of eco-terrorism.

Instances of ecotage are not unknown
in India. During the early 1900s, the Co-
lonial British Government had taken over
large tracts of forest land in the Kumaon
region of Northern India for the cultiva-
tion of commercially valuable species like
pine, sal, teak and deodar. This crippled
the autonomy of villagers in the area who
depended on less commercially valuable
trees. Although various atlempts were
made to petition the Government to roll
back the regulations, none of them had
any impact. In the summer of 1921, the
villagers resorted to deliberately setling
fires and more than 800 square kilometers
of pine forest was burned down (Rawat).
Consequently, the Government was forced

to abandon their plans to commercially
develop the region. This example of eco-
tage targeted only those areas which were
being used for commercial interests by the
Forest Department, Other equally large ar-
eas of broad leaved forests were spared
because they were more useful to rural ag-
riculture.

With healthy activism being stifled and
subjected to constant monitoring, it may
not be long before activists turn to meth-
ods like ecotage to make themselves
heard. A failure on the part of the govern-
ment to capitalize on the positive effects
of increased environmental conscious-
ness may catalyze such actions. It might
be more constructive for the Government
to forestall such an eventuality by taking
the opinions of NGOs and environmental
groups into consideration while framing
policy decisions. As long as healthy activ-
ism and public debate (both online and of-
fline) are encouraged, India will see more
people willing to protect its unparalleled
natural heritage and scenic beauty.
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Introduction of Goods and Service Tax in India:

Probing into the Gharms
of Anxiety and Serene
Hopes

. .DR. KUMAR.S P

SN College, Kollam

oods and Services Tax (GST)is a comprehensive indirect tax on manu-

facture, sale and consumption of goods and services throughout India,
to replace taxes levied by the central and state governments. Itsubsumes
India's messy plethora of indirect taxes, duties and surcharges into a single
tax. The GST taxation laws will put an end to multiple taxes which are levied
on different products, starting from the source of manufacturing to reaching
the end consumer.The seller or service provider may claim the input credit of
tax which he has paid while purchasing the goods or procuring the service.
Itis basically a tax on final consumption. More than 140 ecountries across the
world have already adopted the GST framework effectively.

The GST is a dual taxation regime, where the two components will be on-
lyCentral GST (CGST) and State GST (SGST). Under such a nomenclature
the total amount of GST for any goods or service will be distributed in both
State and Cenlral exchequers, At the centre's level, GST takes the place of
central excise duty, service tax and additional customs duties. At the state
level, the GST will take the place of state Vialue Added Tax (VAT), purchase
tax, luxury tax, octroi, tax on loltery and gambling. Integrated Goods and
Service Tax (IGST) otherwise called interstate goods and service tax is a
component of GST. It is not an additional tax but it is 3 system to examine
the interstate transactions of goods and services and to further assure that
the tax should be received by the importer state as GST is a destination
based tax. The implementation of GST would ensure that India provides a tax
regime that is almost similar to the rest of the world. |t will also improve the
international cost competitiveness of native goods and services,

GST Vs VAT

VAT is applicable for goods sold and not for services ice 12
care of services rendered. However, GST will be app‘;e;bieg;csull;x gt:;lzg:
and services, and will have a uniform pricing, Very simply put, VAT is the tax
a manufacturer has {o pay for the additional values created. So if the raw
malerial costs Rs. 50 and finished product costs Rs. 100, the .valule added to
raw malerial is RS. 50. However, Ihe VAT applicable on Rs, 100 and Rs. 50

will be based on the VAT guidelines and the differe
needs to be paid by the manufacturer. nce of those tax amounts
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GST is essentially riding on the VAT calculation bul
with uniform taxation across goods and services. This
is exceptionally easy computability as some goods are
sold as services, like a food in a restaurant, and vice
versa. The proposed framework rides on the currenl
principles but is slightly different when it calculates the
interstate sales.Currently, no tax credils are provided

ERESENT TAX SYSTEM
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for interstate transactions. The interstate sales are
handled by an integrated GST model. This system en-
sures correct allocation of SGST and CGST, and the
correct llow of money between the state and central
exchequers. The advantage of GST over VAT could be
easily understandable through the following chart:

PRODULT sold from

Product sold from Nagpur
to Chennal,
COST =Ry 1100

The above example makes it evident that the tax paid
on sale within state can be claim against tax paid on
sale outside state in GST system, which is not in the
present tax system.The credit of CGST cannot be tak-
en against SGST and credit of SGST cannot be taken
against CGST but both credits can be taken against
IGST.

The GST system will combine central excise duty,
additional excise duty, service tax, state VAT, enter-
tainment tax etc under one banner. The rate of GST
is expected to be around 18% and it depends on the
consensus between both central and state govern-
ments. The salient features of the goods and service
tax bill, passed by the legislature after certain modifi-
cations are as follows:

1. The most significant GST feature is that it is ex-
pected to supersede a majority of the existing ineffec-
tive taxes including service tax, countervailing duty
and also luxury taxes.

2. One of the GST features promises to be effective
because consumers will have to pay the tax at the final
level of the transactions and not at various levels. This
will help improve the distorted economy and will also
help in the holistic development of the same.

3. GST will comprise of two components: one im-

| TOTALCOST of sroduct = Rs. 2210

posed by the center and the other by the state known
as the State GST.

4. GST will be imposed on each and every transac-
tion of the goods, barring only a few of them, which are
exempted from the purview of GST.

5. Certain goods including liquor, tobaceo and petro-
leum have been exempted from the purview of GST.
This has been done to provide support to the states.

6. Inthe case of inter-state trading, the center can im-
pose an integrated GST on the import of the products
being traded. The final amendment of the bill states
that the CGST and the centre share of IGST will be
distributed between the centre and the states.

7. Another important feature of the GST is the GST
council. The council can recommend the division of

the sum of money collected by the imposition of the
tax.

8. The GST council will be headed by the Union Fi-
nance Minister and will be consisting of the Union Min-

ister of the state in charge of finance and the minister
in charge of the finance or taxation.

9. The law also proposes for compensation to the
states for the loss of funds caused by the imposition of
the GST without imposing additional tax of 1%.
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10. For maximum of 5 years union will compensale
states for the revenue losses arising out of GSTimple-

mentation.

Advantages of GST

Apart from full allowance of credit, there are several
other advantages of introducing a GST in India:

1. Reduction in prices: Due to full and seamless
credit, manufacturers or traders do not have to include
taxes as a part of their cost of production, which is a
very big reason to say that we can see a reduction in
prices. However, if the government seeks to introduce
GST with a higher rate, this might be lost.

2. Increase in Government Revenues: This might
seem to be a little vague. However, even at the time of
introduction of VAT, the public revenues actually went
up instead of falling because many people reso rted to
paying taxes rather than evading the same. However,
the government may wish to introduce GST at a Rewv-
enue Neutral Rate, in which case the revenues might
not see a significant increase in the short run.

3. Less compliance and procedural cost: Instead of
maintaining big records, returns and reporting under
various different statutes, all assesses will find com-
foriable under GST as the compliance cost will be
reduced. It should be noted that the assesses are,
nevertheless, required to keep record of CGST, SGST

and IGST separately.

4. Move towards a Unified GST: Internationally, the
GST is always preferred in a unified form (that is, one
single GST for the whole nation, instead of the dual
GST format). Although India is adopting Dual GST
looking into the federal structure, it is still a good move
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lowards a Unified GST which is regarded as the best

method of Indirecl Taxes,

5. States like Kerala aned other consumer states have
additional revenue because major share -::_I taxeas in
the service seclor will come under the preview of the

stales.

In addition to the above mentioned specified fac-
tors, GST will remove double taxation and enable
better compliance through the lowering _ﬂf overall tax
burden on goods and services. It is anticipated to help
in establishing an effective and transparent tax admin-
istration andcan protect small and medium enterprises
from unhealthy competition of big corporate. Moreover

it will be helpful to the government for increasing rev-

enue and gives transparency in tax collection mech-

anism. Thus the GST encourages an unbiased tax
structure that is neutral in business process, business
models, organisation structure, product substitutes

and geographical locations.

Key issues in the GST

1. Loss of revenue for states- States are going to be
compensated for it, further Alcohol has been left out of
the purview of GST. Petroleum products will be dealt
with at a later stage in the GST Council with states on

board.

2. Loss of fiscal autonomy of the states - although
the GST Council will be a very important player in tax
related rmatters there will be democratic functioning of
the Council, The voling powers will be shared between
Centre and States in the ratic 33.33:66.66. Centre and
States will have veto and minimum 75% wvotes will
have to be secured for adopting a decision
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3. The additional 1% tax levied on goods that are
transported across states dilutes the objective of cre-
ating a harmonized national market for goods and
services. Inter-state trade of a good would be more
expensive than intra-state trade, with the burden being
borne by retail consumers. Further, cascading of taxes
will continue.

4. Alternatives to the IGST

The Bill permits the centre to levy and collect GST
in the course of inter-state trade and commerce, called
the Integrated Goods and Services Tax (IGST). Such
tax will be apportioned between the centre and the
states in a manner to be decided by a law made by
Parliament.

The Tax on services would go up substantially from
14% to 18% .

and Tax on retails would be almost double. More-
over imported goods would be taxed at higher rate
by around 6%. There will be dual control on every
business by central and state governments. So com-
pliance cost will go up. All credit will be available on
from online connectivity with GST Nelwork. Hence,
small businesses may find it difficult to use the system.
State governments virtually lost the power of enhanc-
ing some kinds of levies like cess to meet any emer-
gency situation. And, they also fear that those taxes
which are not under the purview of GST law will be
subsumed to GST in future by the central government,

Even though the implementation process of GST
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has almost finalized, some existing problems still has
to be rectifiedto get wide acceptance. Currently, VAT is
the highest contributor in tax revenue of state govern-
ments. But after GST reform this will subsumed along
with surcharge and cess into GST. Due to which state
governments will ocecur revenue loss. To neutralize
their revenue losses states are demanding compen-
sation from union government. At present there are
different threshold limits for VAT (5 lacs), service tax
(10 lacs) andexcise duty (1.5 crore). But for implemen-
tation of GST common threshold limit for all indirect
taxes is required. Huge training cost will be incurred
for state tax officials training and development since it
is considered more complicated than VAT,

CONCLUSION

Mr Arun Jaitley (Finance Minister of India) had
claimed after introducing the bill in the Lok Sabha that
GST can lead to 2 per cent increase in gross domestic
product (GDP).But according to a study by the National
Council of Applied Economic Research (NCAER), full
implementation of GST could expand India's growth
of gross domestic product by 0.9 to 1.7 percentage
points. By removing the system of multiple central and
state taxes, the GST can help in reducing taxation and
filing costs and expand business profitability, there by
attracting investments and promoting GDP growth,
Simplification of tax norms can help in improving tax
compliance and increasing tax revenues, Thus the tar-
get of GST is to create a common market in the coun-
try and remove supply chain distortions arising from
different tax rates in different states.
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Grade  TUamUOIMEDINLGm) Mostunamamlad o oo
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FOR TOP QUALITY TEXTS

SOUBA PUBLICATIONS

Changanasserry, Kottayam, Kerala State - 686101

Our prestigeous books which you can confidently follow:
Financial Management (For B.Com/BBA) 140
Income Tax (For B.Com/BBA) 32390
Direct Taxes - Law and Practice (For M.Com., MBA, CA, ICWA) Z390
Principles of Insurance (For B.Com/BBA) 2100
Capital Market (For B.Com) 100
Value Added Tax - Concepts and Practices (For B.Com) 3110
Indian Financial Markels (For B.Com/BBA) T100
Capital Market and Investment Management 100
Indian Financial System (For B.Com/BBA) T100
Financial Management (For M.Com, MBA, CA, ICWA) 290

Attention Authors and Eminent Professors
We invite top quality texts for publication, for B.Com,
BBA, M.Com, and MBA, on allractive terms. If interested contact:
The Manager,
175, Manamel, Boat Jetty Road
Changanasserry, Kottayam (Dist) Pin-686 101
Ph: 9496752663, 9446223651
www.sobabooks.com
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