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60 years before Indian cinema

M ather India, The film became a blockbuster
at the box office, eventually becaming the
highest-grossing film of the decade. It was direct-
ed by Mehbouob Khan and starred Nargis, Sunil
Dutt, Rajendra Kumar and Raaj Kumar. The music
was composed by Naushad.

Mather India is a 1957 Indian Hindl-language
epic drama film, directed by Mehboob Khan and
starring Nargis, Sunil Dutt, Rajendra Kumar, and
Raaj Kumar. A remake of Khan's earlier film Aurat
(1940, it is the story of a poverty-stricken village
woman named Radha {Nargis) who, in the ab-
sence of her husband, struggles to raise her sons
and survive against a cunning
money-lender amidst many
troubles. Despite her hardship,
she sets a goddess-like mor-
al example of an ideal Indian
woman.

The title of the film was chosen
te counter American author
Katherine Mayo's 1927 polem-
ical book Mother India, which
vilified iIndian culture. Allu-
sions to Hindu mythelogy are
abundant in the film, and its
lead character has been seen
as a metonymic representa-
tion of a Hindu woman who
reflects high moral values and
the concept of what It means

to e a mother to society through self-sacrifice.
Maother India metaphorically represents Indla as
a nation in the aftermath of independence, and
alludes to a strong sense of natienalism and na-
tion-building. While some authors treat Radha as
the symbol of women empowerment, others see
her cast in female stereotypes. The film was shot
in Mumbai’s Mehboob Studios and in the villages
of Maharashtra, Gujarat, and Uttar Pradeshstates,
The music by Naushad introduced Western clas-
sical music and Hollywood-style orchestra to Hin-

di cinema.

The film was the mest expensive Hindi cinema
(Bollywood) production and earned the highest
revenue for any Hindi film at that time. Adjusted
for inflation, Mother India still ranks among the
sll-time Indian box office hits. It was released in
India amid fanfare in October or November 1957,
and had several high-profile screenings, includ-
ing one at the capital New Delhi attended by the
country's president and prime minister. Mother
india became a definitive cultural classic and is
regarded as one of the best films in Indian and
world cinema. It was India’s first submission for
the Academy Award for Best Foreign Language
Film in 1958, where it got the nominaticn and lost
the award by just ane vote. The film won the All
india Certificate of Merit for Best Feature Film,
the Filmfare Best Film Awardfor 1957, and Nargis
and Khan won the Best Actress and Best Director
awards respectively

IIIIIIIIIIrIIII!TIIIIlIlIIIIIHIIIII1FIIIIIHrEIIIIIlrlIIIIiIHIIIIlIIIIIIIHIIHIIIIIIIIIIHIIJIIIHIIIHIIIHIIHIIII
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60 years before World cinema

The Eridge on the River Kwai is a 1957 Brit-
ich-American epic war film directed by David
Lean and starring William Holden, Jack Hawkins,
and Alec Guinness, and featuring Sessue Haya-
kawa. Based on the novel Le Pont de la Riviére
Kwal (1952) by Pierre Boulle, the film is a work of
fiction, but borrows the construction of the Burma
Railway in 1942-1943 for its historical setting. The
movie was filmed in Ceylon (now Sri Lanka). The
bridge in the film was near Kitulgala.

Carl Foreman was the initial screenwriter, but Lean
replaced him with Michael Wilson. Both writers
had to work in secret, as they were on the Holly-
wood blacklist and had fled to England in order
to continue working. As a result, Boulle, who did
not speak English, was credited and received the
Academy Award for Best Adapted Screenplay; ma-
ny years later, Foreman and Wilson posthumously

recelved the Academy Award.[3]

The film was widely praised,
winning seven Academy Awards
(including Best Picture) at the
30th Academy Awards. In 19597,
the film was deemed “culturally,
histarically, or aesthetically sig-
nificant” and selected for pres-
ervatian in the Mational Film
Registry by the United States
Library of Congress. It has been
listed among the best American
films ever made by the Ameri-
can Film nstitute.|4](5] In 1999,
the Oritish Film Institute voted
The Bridpe on the River Kwai
the 11th greatest British film of
the 20th Century.
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Indian ldeology:
critiquing the
idea of India

A review of British Marxist historian

ShineP S

Indian Ideology

Perry Anderson's trenchant critique
of Indian nationalism locates major
strands of nationalist discourse in the
writings of leading liberal historians
of the country. The ideclogyis woven
around the dichotomous myths of mas-
sivity-democracy, antiquity-unity and
confessionality-secularism.He traces the
dominant ideas ofthe nation in to the
conditions and events which preceded
nation’s independence. His enterprise
lies also in analyzing how the prevailing
national ideas reflect or distort condi-
tions that enabled them. Anderson does
not argue that the ideology has no corre-
spondence at all to reality but his case is
that dominant idea of the nation is more
founded on selective representation of
facts from the past.Hence honest stock
taking of the past or present is preclud-
ed.

Since there is no external enemy and
national movement now, the ideology is
harnessed by the ruling elite to justify In-
ternal hegemonies and state-sponsored
terror in the country. The fact is that
official rhetoric and mainstream intel-
lectual imaginaries about the nation in
general, subscribe to the major tropes of
the discourse and enjoy an overlapping
CONSensus .

Anderson's contention is that in impos-
ing a common infrastructural,juridical
and cultural grid on the subcontinent,
British unified it as an ideological and

Perry Anderson's book on India titled

administrative reality for the first time in
itshistory.Hence facts gainsay dominant
couplet of Indian ideology:antiquity-uni-
ty.

In the first chapter titled independence
Anderson shows how Gandhiwhen he
became the undisputed leader of nation-
alist movement, realigned the core of
the national movement to Hindu specifi-
cations.His treatise Hind Swaraj fixed the
narrative frame of the prospectivena-
tion.His moral law was primarily hinged
on VarshnasramaDharma.Gandhi as an
apologist of caste system believed that
caste system prevented India from dis-
integrating.Gandhi spearheaded three
major uprisings in the history of the
national movement: non-Cooperation
movement in 1919, Civil Disobedience
in 1930 and Quit India in 1941.Anderson
undertakes a searing critique of all these
movements .Non cooperation move-
ment for its unceremonicus letting down
of muslims receives flak from the author.
He argues that Raj quelled other two
resistances without much difficulty and
Gandhi imposed Quit India on a reluc-
tant congress leadership which had al-
ready settled the terms of power transfer
with Great Britain

Anderson also dwells at some length
on Gandhi's face off with Ambedkar on
Communal Award.Against granting sep-
arate electorate and double voting rights
to depressed classes ,Gandhi started
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fas’{i.‘-".g_ in FPoona Jail. FEE".H'IE caste
Hindu backiash against his constit-
uency, Ambedkar was put up in an
impossible condition and he eventy.
ally signed Poona Pact relinquishing
demand of separate electorate and
double voting rights

In the second chapter-Partition- An-
derson is in his critical best while dis-
cussing Nehru's role in partition and
in scripting perennial flashpoints in
Kashmir and North East '

His major thesis is that Indian Na.
tional Congress’ lure of monopolistic
power singularly culminated in par-

tition, a calamity of massive propor-
tions. He vehemently criticizes the
role played by Mount Batten, Lord
Radcliffe and some top Indian bu-
reaucrats like B.N.Kaul in this affair.

In the final chapter named Republic
he demolishes the myths of Indi-
an national discourse one by one.
In dominant naticnalist discourses,
Indian democracy's stability is por-
trayed as a miracle considering large-
ly illiterate,impoverished elector-
ate. Anderson challenges this claim
showing that Indian republic largely
kept in place the colonial adminis-
trative machinery and repressive
apparatus of the Raj without much

changes. Most importantlyfor per-
petuating monopoly of political pow-
er, Indian National Congress adopted
British r:m:hmr_-r-, of r-:-_u'r-ﬁ{*nta':mr‘.-
first past the post system instead of
proportional representation Apart
from the institutional restrictions on
citizens inherent in liberal democra-
cies historic peculiarities of india’s
system of social stratification -caste
act as the social anchorage of indian
democracy. For the author,impass-
able trenches of caste system makes
any possibility of collective action
nonexistent.

Indian state’s preservation of the uni-

ty of the country is celebrated as an-
other achievement. Andersan chal-
lenges this notion by chronicling his-
tary of the still continuing unrest in
Kashmir and North East.How Indian
state's chicanery and territorial am-
bitions created emergencias in the
peripheries is narrated in the book.

Secular nationalist claims of the
state i1s thrown into pieces by An-
derson's longer historical account of
Congress’ engagement with Muslim
leapue and larger minority gquestions
during freedom struggle. For him In-
dian secularism is Hindu confession-
alism by another name and reflecting
on the insurgencies in North East he
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Ancther crucial thes:s advenced in
the ook is that in all countries whera
natgnal
had a religious genetic code
Ireland,

movement for liberation
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movement sutilan)

ist party which had |

movement.BJIP's ascendancy in Indi-
an politics testifies this argument.

Though receiving flaks from Marc-
ist historians like PrabhatPatnaik
for desisting economic critique of
the state,Indian ldeclogy's seminal
achievement is that it exposes for the
first time someinconvenient truths
silenced in mainstream Indian histo-
riography and State literature as part
of Nationalist myth making. Major
among them are violence unleashed
during the accession of Hyderabad
and chicanery involved in the fur
nishing of forged documents of ac-
cession in the Rashmir issue.,
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GOVERNMENT OF KERALA

No.359411/5L/1/2016/Fin. Finance (Streamlining) Department,
Thiruvananthapuram

Dated : 17-8-2017
Ph: No.251881

E-mail: info.fin@kerala.gov.in

From
The Additional Chief Secretary (Finance)
To
The Director of Treasuries,
Thiruvananthapuram
Sir,
Sub:- UGC & AICTE Pay Revision arears due to the college teachers and other eligible catego-
ries - Request for non SPARK bill - Regarding.
Ref:- Letter No.38/Prl.Secy/2016/H.Edn, dated 05-12-2016 received from Sri. B. Srinivas

IAS, Principal Secretary, H.Edn. Dept.

2. Govt. Letters of even number dated 17-12-2016, 19-1-2017, 15-2-2017, 22-4-
2017 & 26-07-2917

3, Letter No, 483867/51.1/17/Fin, Dated 22-5-2017
4. Govt. Letter No. of even number dated 26-7-2017

5. Representation received from Association of Kerala Govt. College Teachers (AK-
GCT) dated 26-7-2017.

Kind attention is invited to the references cited. As per the letters cited in the reference 2nd above,
it was directed to disburse the UGC arrears of employees (including previous instalments of arrears) through
non - SPARK bills upto 31st December 2016, 31st January 2017, 28th February 2017 & 30th June 2017 respec-
tively. On the basis of this, vide letter referred 3rd cited, an extension upto 30th June 2017 was also allowed
to disburse the AICTE arrears of employees through non - SPARK bills. Subsequently, vide letter 4th above, an
extension upto 31-8-2017 was permitted to prefer UGC & AICTE Non-SPARK arrear claims. Since a number
of requests are being received from various colleges on the captioned subject due to the delay occurred in
issuing the Pay Slip from the Accounant General, | am to inform you that, an extension upto 31-12-2017 is per-
mitted to prefer such claims based on non - SPARK bill, subject to other conditions already specified therein.
Please instruct all treasury officers accordingly.

Yours faithfully,

SURESH KUMAR O.B.

Under Secretary to Govt.

p———" For Additional Chief Secretary (Finance)
Section Officer
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