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RIFUCTO XXIX Statutory Conference, Shirdi PUNE, from 18 to 21 December, 2017, Ill’ﬁ'l'l Delegates

Sitting: Dr.D K Babu,Dr.P K Kusalakumari, Dr. K Krishna-
das, Prof.A G Oleena, Dr.K L Vivekanandan, Dr.B Sreeku-
mar, Dr.P K Padmakumar, Dr.P N Harikumar, Dr.Sunny N
M, Dr.C Abdul Majeed

Standing: Dr. Muhammed Salim, Dr. C M Sreejith, Prof A.
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Mishanth, Dr. C Padmanabhan, DrV P Markose, Prof Vivek
Jacob, Dr.K P Vinod kumar, Prof. Pramod Vellachal, Dr.C
L Joshy, Dr.A M P Hamsa, Prof. G Snjeev, Dr.N Sasikumnar,
Dr.K Santhosh, Dr. A Suresh, Prof. M Sreekumar, Dr. M B
Balakrishnan, Prof Jogy Alex, Dr.Beena S.
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Income Tax for the
Assessment Year 2018-2019

(Financial Year 2017-2018)

Dr.Gopalakrishnan.M.B.
Mar Thoma College, Chungathara,
Mala

pp
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he finance minister has slashed the tax rate for individ-

uals in the lowest income tax slab - Rs 2.5 lakh to Rs 5
lakh -to 5% instead of 10%. The existing rebate under Sec-
tion 87A (currently given to people with income up to Rs 5
lakh) is proposed to be reduced to Rs 2500 from the existing
Rs 5000 for individuals with total income up to Rs. 3.5 lakh.
As a result of the combined effect of the new Section 87A
rebate and the reduction in the lowest slab tax rate to 5%
the tax burden for those with income uptoRs 3 lakh would
be zero and tax burden those in the Rs 3 lakh to Rs 3.5 lakh
bracket would be Rs 2500, Those falling in the higher income
tax slabs will also be eligible for this lower tax rate of 5% on
income between Rs 2.5 lakh and Rs 5 lakh, Therefore, those

in the higher tax slabs will pay lower tax by Rs 12500 per per-
s50n.

Gross Salary - Sum of total pay in the pay band, academic
grade pay, HRA after deduction of Sec-10(13A), festival al-

lowance,arrear salary including amount credited to Provi-
dent Fund, and encashed earned leave, if any.

Net Salary - Gross salar

: minus t id
during the financial year. y ax on employment pai

Gross Total Income - Net Salary minus interest on loan tak-

en for the purpose of self- occypi _
' led house pl st on
NSC and valuation remuneratinrf: ifany SRS
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Total Income- Gross Total Income minusdeduction
u /s 80C to 80U

Tax on Total Income - Apply the rate of tax appli-
cable for the Assessment Year 2018-2019(Financial
Year 2017-2018)

Education Cess- It is payable @3% of the amount
of Income tax and surcharge.

Scheme of Total Income
Payinthe payband
Academic Grade Pay

D.A

HRA (after deduction u /s 10 (13A)

Festival Allowance

..........

----------

..........

..........

Arrear Salary(Including
arrear D.A credited to PF)

..........

Encashment of earned leave ...
Gross Salary

Less employment tax u / s 16(iii)
Net Salary

Less interest on loan taken
for the construction of
self-occupied House ...

Add interest on NSC

Add valuation
Remuneration if any

Add interest on

Bank depositifany .
Gross Total

Income

LessdeductionS80CtoU ...
Total Income

Proposed income-tax slabs for FY 2017-2018 (assessment year 2018-19) announced in Budget 2017

[ Resident Individual Below the Age of 60 Years
Net Income Range Income Tax Rates Education Cess | Secondary and High-
I | erEducation Cess
Upto 250000 Nil | Nib Nl
Rs. 250001-500000 59 of (Total Income - 250000) 2% _n_f_l ncome Tax | 1% of Income Tax
_Rs_ 500000 - Rs.1000000 | Rs.12,500 + 20% of (Total Income | 2% of Income Tax | 1% of Income Tax
- 500000) |
Above Rs.1000000 Rs.112500 + 30% of (Total Income | 29 of Income Tax | 1% of Income Tax
- 1000000)

Subcharge @109 for taxable income between Rs.50 lakhs to Re.1 Crand @ 15% for taxable income = 1 ¢r
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Resident Individual Eﬂ ‘fﬂ'f_t

MNet Income Range

Income Tax Rates

o <80 Years
- Education Cess

Secondary and Hig;
er Education Cess

S

Nil

Above Rs. 1000000

Rs. 110000+30% of (Total Income

Upto 300000 Nil L =
Rs.300000 - 500000 5% of (Total Income - 300000) | 2% of Income Tax | 1%of Income Tax |
Rs. 500000 - Rs.|Rs. 10000 + 20% of [%ntal Income | 2% of Income Tax 1% of Income Tax
10000000 - 500000)

1% of Income Tax

204 of Income Tax

- 1000000)

Surcharge @ 10% for taxable income between Rs.50lakhs to Rs.1 Cr and @ 15% for taxable inco

me=1Cr

==

Resident Individual 80 Years

and above

|

Net Income Range

Income Tax Rates

Education Cess

Secondary and High-1
er Education Cess

Upto 500000

Nil

Nil

Nil I

Rs. 500001 - Rs. 1000000

20% of (Total Income - 500000)

204 of Income Tax

1% of Income Tax

Above Rs. 1000000

Rs. 100000 + 30% of (Total Income
- 1000000)

2% of Income Tax

1% of Income Tax

Surcharge @ 10% for taxable income between Rs.50 lakhs to Rs.1 Crand @ 15% for taxable income=1Cr

1.Normal tax rates applicable to a resident individual below the age of 60 years, non-resident individual,
resident/non-resident HUF, AOP, BOI, artificial juridical person.

Resident Individual 80 Years and above

Net Income Range

Income Tax Rates

Education Cess

Secondary and High-
er Education Cess

Upto 250000

Nil

Nil

Nil

Rs. 250001 - Rs.500000

10% of (Total Income - 2,50,000)

2% of Income Tax

1% of Income Tax

Rs.500001-Rs. 1000000

Rs.25,000+20% of (Total Income -
500000

2% of Income Tax

1% of Income Tax

Above Rs. 1000000

Rs.125000+30% of (Total In-
come - 1000000

2%
Tax

of Income

1% of Income Tax

2. Normal tax rates applicable to a resident individual of the age of 60 years or above at any time during the
year but below the age of 80 years

I

Net Income Range

Income Tax Rates

Education Cess

Secondary and High-
er Education Cess

Up to 300000

Nil

Nil

Nil

Rs.300001 - Rs.500000

10% of (Total Income - 300000)

2% of Income Tax

1% of Income Tax

Rs. 500001 - Rs. 1000000

Rs. 20000 + 20% of (Total Income
- 500000)

2% of Income Tax

1% of Income Tax

Above Rs.1000000

Rs. 120000+30% of {Total Income -
1000000)

2% of Income Tax

I

1% of Income Tax

I
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3. Normal tax rates applicable t
the year
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0 a resident individual of the age of 80 years or above at any time during

Net Income Range Income Tax Rates

Education Cess | Secondary and High-

er Education Cess

Upto 500000 Mil

Nil Mil

Rs.500001 - Rs, 1000000

20% of (Total Income - 500000)

2% of Income Tax 1% of Income Tax

Above Rs.1000000

1000000}

Rs.100000 + 30% of (Total Income -

2% of Income Tax 1% of Income Tax

The education cess of 204 and secondary cess of
1% are calculated on the amount of tax payable
separately. Both the cessare then added to the

tax payable to arrive at the Gross tax payable
amount.

1. Exemptionsu /s 10 (13A) Rule2 A - HRA

Only those who are residing in rented accommoda-
tion can claim exemptions for HRA. Exempted
portion of HRA is least of the following 3 figures,

1. Actual Amount of HRA received

2. Excess of rent paid over 10% of salary
3.40% of salary due

HRA as reduced by the amount of exemption u /
510(13 A) is included in gross salary.

Il. Professional tax 16(iii)

Employment tax paid by the assesseeleviable by
or under any law will be allowed as deduction.
This will be allowed to be deducted only when it
is actually paid.

lll. Rules for claiming interest on loan for self oc-
cupied house

A. Allowable maximum interest Rs.30,000, where
such property has been (1) acquired (2) con-
structed (3) repaired (4) renewed (5) reconstruct-
ed with borrowed capital before 31-03-1999

B. Allowable interest Maximum Rs.2,00,000/-
where such property (1) acquired (2) construct-
ed with borrowed capital after 31-03-99 and
construction completed within 3 years from the
end of the financial year in which the capital was
borrowed.

Note,

1. Enhanced deduction Rs.2,00,000/- is available
only for acquisition and construction of the
property or new loan taken for the repayment
of the existing loan taken for acquisition or con-
struction.

2. No stipulation regarding the date of commence-
ment of construction,

3. Interest is allowed on accrual basis ie. Amount
payable, though not paid is also deductible.

4. The self occupied house or part of it should not
be let out during the whole or part of the previ-
ous year.

5. Employee should furnish a certificate from the
financial institution as to the loan and interest
paid to the employer.

IV. 80 C Deduction in respect of LIC premium,
contribution to PF etc.

The following payments will qualify for deduc-
tionu/s80C.

1. Premium paid for insuring the life of spouse or
his or her child including major children. Pre-
mium paid shall not exceed 20% of the sum as-
sured. For policies taken on or after 01-04-2012

the premium paid shall not exceed 10% of the
sum assured.

2. Contribution to Provident Fund including public

Provident Fund in the name of any member of
family.

3. Contribution to Unit Linked Insurance plan of
UTI.

4. Amount used to purchase NSC VIIl and IX issue.

3. Interestaccrued on NSC VIl and I1X issue (exclud-
ing interest credited in the 6th and 9th year.

6. Contribution of Unit Linked Insurance plan of
LIC Mutual Fund.

7. Subscription Home Loan account scheme of Na-
tional Housing Bank.

8. Amount paid for the repayment (principle) of
loans taken for the construction or acquisition
of self occupied house property.

Mote :Stamp duty, registration fee and other ex-
penses for the transfer of such house property to
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the assesse will also qualify.

9. Sums paid towards JeevanDhara and JeevanAk-
shaya schemes of LIC of India.

10. Tuition fees (excluding any payment towards
any development fees for donation or payment
similar nature) paid at the time of admission or
thereafter to any university, college, school or
other educational institutions situated in India
for the purpaose of Full time education his two
children (no maximum limit}

11. Investment in equity shares or debentures of a
public company or public financial institutions
forming part of any eligible issue of capital ap-
proved by the board.

12. Sum paid as subscription to any units of mutual
fund approved by the board.

13. Contribution to pension fund LIC or any other
insurer.(80 CC- maximum Rs.1,00,000/-)

14. Fixed deposit with Scheduled Bank for a term of
5 years or more.

15. Deposit under the Senior Citizens Saving
Scheme Rules 2004.

16. Deposit under Five Year time deposit under the
Post Offices Time deposit Rules 1981.

17. Deposit in SukanyaSamriddhi Account.
Quantum of Deduction

Maximum deduction is restricted to Rs.1,50,000
( including pension fund u / s 80CCC) ie.
Rs.1,50,000 or actual saving whichever is less.

V. 80CCG - Deduction in respect of investment in
listed equity shares or listed units of an equity
oriented fund.

Quantum of Deduction - 50% of Investment or

Rs.25,000/- whichever is less subject to the fol-
lowing conditions.

1. Gross Total Incomne of the Assesse should not ex-
ceed Rs.12,00,000.

2. Investmentis made in listed equity shares or list-
ed units of an equity oriented fund.

3. Assesse can invest and claim deduction for 3
consecutive assessment years.

Vl. 80 D Deduction in respect of Medical Insur-
ance premia

The premium paid for insuring the health of the
assesse, his spouse, parents or dependent chil-
dren. The amount should be paid by any mode
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other than cash out of taxable income of the as-
sesse . Deductible amount:

1. Premium paid for self, spouse, and de_pendent
children Rs.25,000 or actual amount paid W.I.L

2. Premium paid for dependent parents Rs.25,000

or actual W.I.L

Note:

1. Payments made by an individual (cash or other-
wise) on account of preventive health check up
of self, spouse, dependent children or parent,
during the financial year upto Rs,E,DDF: will qual-
ify within the overall limit of Sec 80D; i.e. preven-
tive check up expense together with premium
paid should not exceed Rs.25,000.

2. If the parent is a senior citizen Rs.25,000 is en-
hanced to 30,000.

3. Assesse can claim a maximum of Rs.50,000 or
55,000 under this section

4. Contribution made to Central Govt. Health
scheme also will qualify.

VIl. 80 DD - Deduction in respect of maintenance
including medical treatment of Disabled de-
pendent.

Items eligible for deduction

a. Expenditure incurred by way of medical treat-
ment (including nursing) training and rehabilita-
tion of disabled dependent or

b. The amount paid or deposited for the benefit of
such dependent under any scheme framed by
the L.I1.C of India or any other insurer.

Quantum of Deduction

1. Rs. 75,000 irrespective of the amount of expen-
diture incurred for 40% of the disability or more.

2. Incase of severe disability - Rs. 125,000 irrespec-
tive of the amount of expenditure , i.e. for dis-
ability of 80% or more.

Handicapped Dependent: He/she is a relative
of the assesse and dependent for support and
mqintenance of the assesse. He/she must be suf-
fering from a permanent physical disabilities of
mental retardation, which is to be certified by 2
medical authority. Copy of the certificate should
be field along with the return of income. Fresh
certificate should be filed where the disability
requires reassessment

Dependent: It means the spouse, children, parents,
brothers and sisters of the individual dependent
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wholly or mainlyon such

; individual for suppo
and maintenance. NERREL

Vill. 80 DDB Deduction in respect of medical

treatment of assesse or any independent
* - r l-
ative of specified disease. : )

Assesse incurred expenditure for the medical
treatment of specified disease, of assesses him-

self or dependent relative prescribed in rule
11DD.

Quantum of Disease

1. Rs.40,000/- or the amount of expenditure W.I.L.

2. Where the expenditure is incurred for the treat-
ment of a senior citizen the amount of Rs,

40,000/- mentioned above will be enhanced to
Rs. 60,000/-.

3. For superior citizen (age 80Years or maore)
Rs.80,000 or actual W.I.L

4. Where any compensation (mediclaim) is re-
ceived from an insurance company for the med-
ical treatment or Reimbursement of expens-
es from employer, the deductions mentioned
above shall be reduced by such compensation.

Specified disease

1. Neurology disease where the disability level had
been certified to be of 40% and above

a. Dementia
b. Dystonia musculorumdetormans
c. Motor Neuron Disease
d. Alaxia
e. Chorea
f. Hemiballismus
g. Aphasia
h. Parkinsons disease
Il. Malignant cancers
I, AIDS
IV. Chronic Renal Failure
V. Hematological disorders
a. Hemophilia
b. Thalassaemia
Assesse should obtain prescriptions of a special-
ist doctors ( a neurologist, oncologist, urologist,
hematologist, immunologist etc.)

Dependent relative- same as stated in 80 DD

IX. 80E Deduction in respect of interest on Loan
taken between for Higher education of the As-
sesse, Spouse and Children

Quantum of deduction- Full amount of interest
paid during the year.
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Period of deduction- Deduction is allowed for 8

years or until the interest is fully paid, whichever
is earlier.

Higher education- Full time studies for any
graduate or postgraduate courses in engineer-
ing, medicine, management or post graduate
course in applied science or pure science includ-
ing Mathematics and Statistics, Including Voca-
tional Studies.

X. Donations made during the previous year.

Donations to certain Charitable Trust- deduction
only 50 %.

Where donation exceeds Rs.10000 the amount
should be paid through mode other than cash.

XI. 80 GGC Donation to political parties.

Quantum of Deduction- Full amount of danation
is allowed as deduction. Donation should be
paid by mode other than cash

XIl. 80 U Deduction in respect of persons with dis-
ability

Deduction is allowed for person suffering from
the following disabilities, ie. not less than
40% disability, blindness,low-vision, leprosy,
cured,hearing impairment, loco motor disabil-
ity, mental retardation, mental illness, autism,
cerebral palacy and multiple disability.

Quantum of Deduction - A fixed deduction
Rs.75,000/- for 40% or more disability. Please
note that 80 GGE can be claimed by filing 1T re-
turn disability i.e 80% or above - Rs.125,000.

Filing of certificate - Same as for 80 DD

Please note that 80GGE can be claimed by filing

LT Return or not deductible to determine the
TDS.

XIII.BOTTA Interest on Savings Bank Account

Deduction is for saving bank account with a

bank, Co-operative Society Bank, and Post Of-
fice.

Quantum OF Deduction - Rs 10000 or interest ac-
crued W.I.L

EXAMPLE
Details of salary of Assesse “A”

Pay in the pay Band -51250 pm
Academic Grade pay - 9000 pm
Dearness Allowance -48200 pm
HRA, - 1500 pm
Festival Allowance - 2200 pa

D.A arrear credited to P.F, - 8000 pa
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Interest on NSC accrued - 2000 pa Pay in the Pay Band - 6,15,000
Interest on Housing Loan - 60000 pa Academic Grade pay -1,08,000
(Loan taken after 31.03.99) D.A - 5,718,400
LIC premiums paid - 12000 pa HRA - 18,000
Principle of H. Loan Repaid - 10000 pa Festival allowance - 2,200
P.F. Contribution - 48000 pa D.A. credited P.F - 8,000
Employment tax paid - 3000 pa Gross Salary -13,29,600
Contribution to pension Employment
fund of LIC - 5000 pa Tax paid u/s 16 (111} - 3,000
Educational expense of Net Salaries -13,26,600
first child - 10000 pa Less Interest on H Loan - 60,000
Educational expense of -12,66,600
second child - 15000 pa Add interest on NSC -2,000
Medical Insurance Gross Total Income -12,68,600
premium paid - 3000 pa Less 80C - 150000
] 80D premium
Computation of total income and tax payable by Of Mediclaim 3000 - 153,000
assesse ‘A’
Assessment Year 2018- 2019 Total Income -11,15,600
Previous Year 2017 - 2018
Computation of Tax on Total Income
First 20000 - Nil Nil
Next 250000 - 5% 12500
MNext 500000 - 20% 100000
Balance 115600 - 30% 34680
Total 147180
Education Cess 3% | 147180 4415
Total Tax Liability 151595

Deductible Amount u/s 80C

1. P.Fcontribution current 48000

2. P.F.D.A. arrear credited 8000

3. Interest on NSC 2000

4. Principal of H. Loan 10000

5. LIC premium paid 12000

6. Educational Expense First Child 10000

7. Educational Expense Second Child 15000

Notes:

1. Qualifying sum deductible u/s 80 C
Rs.1,50,000(including pension fund contribu-
tion u/s 80 CCC).

2. Treatment of NSC and Interest on NSC

a. NSC purchased during the year if any qualified

for detection u/s 80 C

b. Include interest on NSC under the Head income

from other source.
¢. Qualifies for deduction u/s 80C

Tax deduction at source (TDS) and deductions

Principle (DDO) is expected to follow the follow-

ing steps before making TDS.

1. Estimate the salary that the employee is expect-

ed to draw during the financial year as per the
above provisions

2. Make the following directions to arrive at total
income

a. Interest on housing loan after getting the proper
certificate from the employee

b. 80C, 8oCCC, 80CCF, 80D, 80DD, 80DDB, 80E, 806,
80TTA (only 100% deductible donations), 80U

c. Exemptions for HRA

3. Cnfnputa tax and education cess at the pre-
scribed rates

4. Allow the reliefu/s 89 (1)if any claimed by the
employee

5. Compute the monthly TDS by dividing the tax
and education cess by 12 months,

6. Recalculate the total income and tax payable

inthe m:!nth of Dec/Jan and make necessary
changes in the TDS, if needed,




/How good is
it as a novel?

H ow good is PerumalMurugan’sOne Part Woman (Madhorubhagan,
2010)) as a novel? Considering the amount of energy spent on the
controversy it originated, this question may occur as redundant, Why
take heed of a novel, even if to take moral offence of its propositions, if
it is not good enough for serious consideration! Underground or sub-
standard literatures abound in severer heresies and blasphemies. But
who cares! So, Murugan’s novel's claim to significance is undisputa-
ble, also given that even the learned judges of Madras High Court have
attested to its noteworthiness in their eloguent judgement.Its literary
merit has been endorsedearlier by the awards it had won during the
time before the controversy had erupted. That Penguin chose to pub-
lish its translation in English itself is enough to authenticate its merit.
Therefore the original question might be discussed only on the slip-
pery grounds of critical impressionism, and the bailout would only be
the claim that all judgements are primarily cradled on personal im-
pressions.

A critical judgement on a novel’s generic “poodness” would
be conditioned by the reader’s aesthetic expectations and 2l<o by his/
her criterion of its significance. | shall base my judgement here on

| S. K. Prathap
Sree Narayana College
Kollam
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Murugan’s novel in the light of
two criteria, one aesthetic and
the other, its significance. | limit
my aesthetic criterion to its unity
of impression or effect, and my
criterion of significance to the rel-
evance of its theme.

| believe that One Part
Woman is an instance of technical
failure. Thatis, it would have been
much palatable aesthetically had
the author chosen to weed out
its redundant and fortuitous pas-
sages. Because of their presence
the novel reads as disorganized

i L bl

and insufficiently processed. Its
readers would have feltimpatient
with the digressions he resorts to
from the moment Ponna begins
her fatal journey to the temple at
Chapter 22 till the narration of the
‘climax' she and the novel reach-
es at Chapter 32 with her falling
head over heels for her god/par-
amourThis journey is the turning
point in her as well as the novel’s
life, and the novel has reached
this point after convincingly
building upen the circumstanc-
es that have led her to this junc-
ture of moral compromise. This
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is when the spectre of logorrhoea
possesses Murugan; it seems that
his need to increase word count
overcomeshis sense of narrative
oconomy. This malady grips him
at a time when he has pushed the
reader to the acme of suspense
<o much so that his/her yearn-
ing for relief from its tension is at
its peak. Now, the only thing the
reader would want to know is if
she actually succumbs to the call
to mate with a stranger. But Muru-
gan makes you feel as if having to
stand waiting in front of the loo
for the insider to get out (and it
eeems he would never) with your
bladder full to the point of burst-
ing. Or was Murugan just yielding
his sense of proportions to the
market needs of the publisher? |
prefer to believe in the latter rea-
son. Having not read his other
novels in Tamil or English | can-
not claim for sure if redundancy
is not endogenous to Murugan,
or if it can be isolated to the case
of this one novel. | for one prefer
Hemingway’s brevity ofOld Man
and the Sea to Melville' elabo-
rateness of Moby Dick, though
both are maore or less built of sim-
ilar concerns, i.e. man’s indomita-
ble spirit in his fight with the sea
and the whale.But if Melville had
been digressing to accommodate
his encyclopaedic knowledge of
whaling and the sea, which jus-
tifiably has its value as informa-
tion, Murugan's digressions don't
have such excuses, for they add
nothing to the body of informa-
tion.Thus, the novel falls short of
delivering its aesthetic promise
because of this avoidable clum-
siness of craft.its translated ver-
sion cannot be evidenced for the
quality of Murugan’s language
though  AnirudhanVasudevan,
the translator, needs to be appre-
ciated for encasing it well into the
English idiom, Murugan’s eye for
the details of agrarian rural life
and culture is commendable and
happens to be the saving grace of
the novel. The narrative form is 2
kind of limited third person per-
spective in which each chapter
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pvolves through the view of one
of its characters, mostly the pro-
tagonists Kali and his wife Ponna.
This in itself has nothing new or
remarkable about it and often
causes a chronological confusion
in the reader with the characters’
thoughts swinging between the
present and the past.

Murugan seems to have
hinged the raison de etre of writ-
ing the novel more on publicizing
the esoteric practice of the (con-
troversial) orgiastic ritual that
had supposedly existed at the
TiruchengodeArdhanareeswa-
ratemple than on representing
the existential agonies of child-
lessness. The latter, though a
universal theme and has caused
agony of varying kind and degree
contingent on its socio-cultural
context, seems to be clichéd as a
subject for a contemporary nove-
lunless some peculiar effects
of its validates its selection for
novelistic treatment in the pres-
ent. Thus, for instance, it may be
evoked to consider the problems
of asexual surrogacy which is a
contemporary reality in the wake
of scientific invention. This factu-
al base in reality is necessary for
treating a social subject in a nov-
el that makes no claims of being
a fantasy like Harry Potter.There-
fore, the thematic significance of
One Part Womanshould be based
on the historicity of the said orgi-
astic ritual that licensesPonna’s
deviation into adultery.So Muru-
gan had reportedly written a pref-
ace to its original version in Tamil
claiming that he possessed doc-
umentary evidence on the said
ritual. However, he failed to pro-
ducethese evidences at the peace
meeting initiated by government
officials at Thiruchengode conse-
quent on the agitations against
the novel spearheaded by Hin-
dutva elements.The judgement of
the Madras High Court assumes
that Murugan was coerced into
making an apology at the meet-
ing by the threatening violence
taking place outside the premises

in the city because of him. Given
that it is true, there is no denying
the fact that the practice at the
temple in which childless women
mated with strangers for beget-
ting child had not existed in the
modern times. Therefore it has
been anachronistically thrust on
the fictive events that have been
located during the 1940s in the
novel. Even if Murugan had had
proof for its historical practice
he might not have had proof of
its continued existence in the
present day. Interestingly, Pen-
guin did not choose to include
this preface in the English trans-
lation. If this proves Murugan's
claim over the historical reality
of the ritual as false, then where
else do we search for the novel's
relevance if not in the ulterior

WEma A R
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motive of sensationalism?That
which provoked the protests is
the pseudo claim Murugan makes
regarding the practice’s existence
in the novelistic time of 1940s.
It might be compared to the sit-
uation in which a novel claims
within a realistic framework that
satilbanned in 1861) has been
practiced in the mid twenti-
eth-century Kerala or Tamil Nadu
with public sanction. Only Muru-
gan’s claim is worse considering
the slur it castes on women'’s
morality. It would have been a
greater artistic challenge for him
to frame the practice in his novel
withinits original historical con-
text. But he chose the easier way

by cheating on the reader’s trust
in his claims.
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Concept of Continuous
Professional Development
in the context of
Higher Education

Dr. Muralikrishnan TR
MES Asmabi College, Kodungallur

Rahindranath Tagore famously remarked “If there is any
profession of paramount importance, | believe it is that
of the school master”. There are no doubts about the impli-
cations of the quote but the concept which needs further
elaboration is the term ‘profession’, It is to be noted that all
professions, whether part of education, finance, defence, or

- law, they all attempt to establish a standard of behaviour

which is clearly obvious to member and non-member aljke.
Since there are many professions, it is quite likely to be a
wide variety of standards are notionally understood. It is
imperative that, being part of the academic circle, and in
the context of higher education, we need to specifically un-
derstand the dynamics of professionalism. The structure of
higher education generally operates within a state and it is
subject to the regulations of the state. Many educationists
have opined about the need to bring in quality parameters
regarding the professional aspect of teachers. The thrust
area of this paper is outline the seminal concepts of Con-

tinuous Professional Development (CPD) of teachers in the
higher education sector.

Let us see the fundamental aspect of Professional develop-
ment in terms of its definition. It is a dynamic process that
spans one's entire career in a profession, from preparation,
induction to completion and retirement. Successful profes-
sional development relies on relationship between the in-



dividuals’ work environment and their role-percep-
tion within it.

According to EntwistleandRamsden (1982), pro-
fessional development rests on four factors viz in-
dividual, institution, learning and achievement.
Continuous Professional Development Activities
(CPD) focus on a) Professional work-based activi-
ties, b) Personal activities outside work, ¢) Courses,
Seminars, Conferences and Training events andd)
Self-directed and informal learning. These param-
eters are relevant to the context in which we work.

Continuous Professional Development - CPD

The concern here is identify what CPD envisions
in the higher education scenario. CPD is about en-
hancing and extending knowledge, pedagogy, and
experience away of enhancing effectiveness as a re-
searcher and teacher. Moreover, CPD is the process
by which academics may explore existing skills,
knowledge and responsibilities, and endeavour to
maintain, enhance and transfer these skills to a va-
riety of situation within the academic community.
CPD focuses on extension of experience in a spe-
cific way (e.g., special educational needs, ICT use
in teaching and learning), development of profes-
sional knowledge and understanding (transferable
skills, assessment, effective management and other
factors), andextension and development of teach-
ing skills in specialized fields.

The Indian Context

Before we pass on to the subtle levels of CPD, it is
important to note the domain within which oper-
ate. As educationists, we are expected to help stu-
dents to become critical, constructive thinkers and
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they need to develop thorough conceptual under-
standings. The requirement on the part of the con-
temporary student community is that they have to
synthesize information, solve problems, spring up
new ideas,and explain with confidence and compe-
tency.Classrooms are sitesenriched with discours-
es where they need to engage in their work and
explore problems with meaningfulcontexts. Mast
of us come under the purview of an affiliating uni-
versitywherein which a university affiliates colleges.
Thesecolleges conduct teaching learning under the
academic supervision ofthe university to which they
are affiliated. The teachers need to be initiated into
the system before they identify patterns of possible
development in the vertical scale. India has a large
higher education sector - third largest in the world -
in terms of student numbers after China and USA. It
is also to be noted that India educates approximate-
ly 10% of its youths in higher education, much low-
erin Internaticnal Standard and compared to more
than 15% in China. Except for a few institutes like
IITs, lIMs, ISC Bangalore, AIMS, NISER, lISER, lIIT and
few private institutes like TIFR and BITS, many col-
leges and universities struggle owing to systemic is-
sues. We don’t have independent research policy for
higher education institutes and most cases research
findingsdo not get translated for social benefit. Ma-
ny complain that we don’t have the world class uni-
versities and it is a reality that there is severe short-
ape of pood quality teachers at higher education

level, In the Post-plobalized environment colleges

and universities are struggling with new challenges

i.c., confronting youngerand techno-savvy as well

as older and career-driven students, unprecedent-

ed competition in the job market, It may be noted

that in many Curopean countries significant devel-
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opments are taking place such asimplementation of
Bologna and Washington Accord, guidelines for ac-
creditation, quality and comparability of higher ed-
ucation courses. So in our context we need to the fo-
cus on critical issues like-easyaccess, affordability,
preparing techno-savvy and independent learners,
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interdisciplinary research,economic cfeveiopms.ant,
international competitiveness, intellectual capital,
socio-politicalreforms etc.

If we look into the Future Deuelapmenta_l Needs tlhe
following aspects will have to be taken intoconsid-
eration:(adapted from Mohanty, A.)

National Demands

Teacher as Professional

Opportunities to develop

Changing Responsibilities 4

Departmental A ims & Priorities

Job Requirements

Faculty Developmental Plan

Preferred Leamimg Style

Itis almost a truism that for remaining oneself ‘Pro-
fessional’ one needs to remain a studentthrough-
out one’s career and, to top it, one must continue
to learn and be seriously engaged in academics,
research and should insist on continuous up gra-
dation of skills/competencies. Significantly, the
emphasis is to relearn from teaching, learning, and
reflective thinking.

The present century learners are marked by certain
characteristics. They include

- Collaborative, networkers and communicators
« Adaptive and Creative

« Information, Media and Technology Savvy

« Partial instant gratification

« Reliant on media in its various forms

Sally Nimon (2007) has identified some distin-
guishing characteristics of this new generation
learners. The prominent of them are;

« They are hesitant to engage in long-term plan-
ning and tend to focus on the more immediate
benefits of their education;they do not give
much importance to the notion of standards
of achievement and expect a pass for anything
they submit, irrespective of its quality;

« They are likely to have different attitude to web-
based plagiarism and knowledge; they expect
everything to be readily available and not as
self-reliant as the previous generations;use the
peer group reference for making any academic
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decision like -where to enrolland which subject
to take, etc.;

+ The question is how to cater the needs of this
present generation of techno-savvy learners and
equip them for the job market

« With the dramatic increase in participation rate,
privatization of educational ventures through
entrepreneurship, and the government assign-
ing the status of deemed university/autonomous
college, doubts arise regarding the standard/
quality of education as well as the uniformity of
curricula/pedagogy across the country;

« Different types of institutions are having differ-
ent objectives with interdisciplinary research,
teaching, service and financial gain

« Diverse economic and academic situations in
the institutions as well as among the student
and teaching community may further lead to-
wards a sense of inequality and deprivation;

« Scholars across the world have agreed that
knowledge related to globalization involves
both people and things;

If these are student centred characteristics, let
us now look into the possible dimensions of
what the teachers need to do to re-invent them-
selves: They have to be;

+ Student - centric andholistic

+ Adaptors to curriculum requirements, ICT, stu-
dents learning styles

+ Visionary teachers - (Imagination and adaptabil-
ity are the key components, see the potential in
the emerging tools and web technologies (apps,

LMS) to serve students’ needs.)

« Collaborator - Act as moderator, facilitator and
mentor, referee

« Risk Takers and Learners - (Set new goals for
taping students’ knowledge of technology, life-
long learners and stay up to date by absorbing
new experiences)

The system itself throws up two types of learning
viz, Transmission Teacher focused and Acquisi-
tion Student focused. The former states that stu-
dents’ learning is passive - compliant acceptance
and transmission through monologue. The focus
of good teaching is quantity, quality, structure and
transmissionof content. The latter states that stu-
dents’ learning is active acquisition of course con-
cepts,stress on skilldevelopment, demonstration,
and dialogue.The focus of goodteaching is a set of
strategies and tips that help students to acquire
coursecontent/concepts.

Since we have attempted to discuss the two areas of
educational system, there is one more domain that
needs to be addressed, i.e. present century peda-
gogy. Let us now move on to see the crucial part in
detail. The features are outlined below;

1. Outcome-Based Learning:

At the end of the academic programme students
need to demonstrate the mastery of both the do-
main-specific learning objectives as well asdo-
main-independent learning outcomes, The gues-
tion then is how to ensure mastery over contempo-
rary knowledge, skills andattitudes?

a) Teach less and encourage them to learn more

b) Setlearning objectives
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c) Promote guided butindependent learning

d) Ensure close individual monitoring, regular tu-
torial and feedback by teachers

e) UselCT to overcome the problems of large class-
es

2. Learner - Centric System

It has been a cliché to state that the learning should
be ‘student-centred’ or they should be adequately
‘empowered’, But the question is how to?

a) Choose appropriate challenging but achievable
specific learning objectives

b) State them in clear and measurable terms using
action words
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c) Integrate them into the learning experience of
the class room

d) Preparestudy guides/learning strategies with re-
sources and make it available to all students

e) Encourage them to prepare possible questions
and explore answers

f) Promote use of active learning through simu-

lation, virtual lab, game basedlearning, apps.
flipped classes etc.

g) Monitoring the progress and giving them feed-
back

h) Use both formative and summative evaluation

i) Invite external experts and industry for better
participation
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Holt - Reynolds (2000)has stated that
IS ........ Created rather than received
ed by dlSEﬂ!.,lrse rather than transferred by teaching
talk, (and) is explored and transferred rather than
remembered as a uniform set of positive ideas”. Stu-
dents should play a significant role in this process.
Gone mre t_hose days when Teaching and Research
were considered separate. Research provides the
key to the identity of an academicprofessional.
Hence, it impels faculty to feel primary obligations
less towards students ....and more towards protect-
ingand advancing the discipline (Bennett, 1998: 47).

Hence these days many have taken up action re-
search seriously. Problems can be easily detected
through action research activities, and the quali-
ty ofteaching and learning can be increased in the
light of that research. “Action research is any sys-
tematic enquiry conducted by teacher researchers,
principals,counsellors or any stakeholders in the
teaching-learning environment to gather informa-
tionabout how their institutions operate, how they

teach and how well their students learn?” (Mills,
2003)

“Knowledge
» (i5) medicat-

There are a host of benefits of Action Research when
conducted within the classroom. They include;

« Helps solve classroom problems
« Encourages effective changes
+ Revitalizes teachers

- Empowers teachers to make decisions regard-
ing curriculum, content, pedagogy orclassroom
management

+ |dentifies effective teaching and learning meth-
od

+ Promotes reflective/innovative teaching

+  Promotes ownership of effective practices

. Verifies what methods work

«  Widens the range of teacher’s professional skills

+ Provides a linkage between pedagogical meth-
ods and learning outcomes

+ Helps teachers apply research findings to their
own classroom

+  Enables teachers to become change agents

According to Michael Fullanand Maria ITangwarthy
(2014)New Pedagogies and Deep Learning play an
important role in the contemporary paradigm of
education. New pedagogies (NP) require students
to create new knowledge and connect it to the
world byusing the power of digital tools. It involves

the creation and use of new knowledge in the real
world. There is a new emphasis on mutual discov-
ery, creation and use of knowledge and also to en-
able digital access inside and outside of classrooms

Conclusion

As a matter of conclusion, one can state that effec-
tive professional development is

part of student learning outcomes
+ job-embedded
+ ongoing and sustained with follow - up

« incorporated with authentic , active learning ex-
periences

» to encourage reflection on pedagogy , content
andincorporates support for teachers

» to measure impact on student achievement

The matter concerning CPD does not stop with a
few mundane routines that cross over from the re-
newed practices. What forces the academic com-
munity to revamp their contemporary practice is to
recognize the maturity of the student, understand-
ing the social fabric, innovating in the most realistic
means, appropriating quality practices for learning
enhancement, grooming sensitivity in the political
milieu and finally ensuring the best learning expe-
rience to the learners. CPD is thus an opportunity
to the educationists to liberate themselves petty
careerist project and to usher in collaborative and

cooperative practices with strong moorings on in-
terdependence.
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