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Politics, Caste, Glass and Gender:

Feminist Intervention

The inter linkage of caste, class, gender and

politics is a specific social phenomenon in India
and it has strengthened in the society due to the
increasing Hindutva politics by SanghParivarand
related political party activities. The significance of
texts of religions is noted by scholars along with the
political engagements with them. The importance of
religious texts are not yet denied much by any politics
in India, though there had been a few instances such
as burning Manu-Smrti . Scholarsincluding Malory
Nye also maintain the magnitude of religious texts
though trying to put aside Max Muller's preferential
suggestion for the reference that the Sacred Texts
could produce. Although they thinks it is vital to

read other forms of texts than the religious ones,

the relevance of analyzing such texts of Hinduism

is not denied by them as these texts exercise as

the main outlet of culture and religion in India.
Especially the Smrticodes which are believed to ‘be
written out of Vedic inspiration' to make a social
order has enormously propagated the amem;led
concepts of Hinduism so as to make it a dominant
religion in the contemporary condition. And the
well-known text Manu-Smrti, that is considered as
the lawi-book of Hindus could be found as the most
anti-woman Sanskritic core of Hinduism, according to
PanditaRamabai, who refused to remain Hindu and ’
converted to Christianity because of the androcentric

nature of Hinduism. o]

;
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However, there are arguments
that religions always provided
subordinate position to women no
matter whether that is Hinduism,
Islamn, Christianity or any other.
The most vocal example of such
aview is Mary Daly, who argues
that the concept of belief in a male
deity leads to profound sexual
inequalities. Similar forms of
androcentricism of religion and
culture has been of great discussion
among feminist theorists,
Accordingly, the lies about the
nature and function of woman
that are intrinsic to patriarchal
religion have informed the legal,
educational, political, economic,
and medical/psychiatric systems
of our society and are accepted as
‘natural truths' by even the most
maodern and atheistic citizens.
This stream of feminist theorizing
put forward the relevance of
fernale Goddesses and female
spirituality while it upset 'God s
natural laws' on ‘natural roles of
the sexes' . There are opinions that
women s spirituality would help
the reestablishing of collective
female consciousness to develop
a way of life which doesn't need
hierarchy. This might change the
status of women as anomalies in
many cultures which have male
-biased ideclogical foundations,
There were Budhist nuns in India
during BC600 such as Soma,
Sumangalamata, Nandutara and
Vimala who addressed women's

spirituality and their status in
religious matters. Their rhetorical
self-deprecation echoed by many
women activists and writers later
on. sumangalamata celebrated
the life by becoming a homeless
world-renunciation and escaping
the pestle and cooking pots of the
‘householder’. Soma also fought
against conceptions such as the
domestication of women and her

Subordination of
woman is a common
feature of almost all
stages of history, and
is prevalent in large
parts of the world. Uma
Chakravarti says, the
general subordination
of women assumed

a particularly

severe form in India
through the powerful
instrument of religious
traditions which

have shaped social
practices.

cooking skill, by attacking the ideas
about the ‘two-finger intelligence
of women’, This proves how deep
is the historical root of the women's
subordination inside the basic
social institution named family in
any religious structure, And the
sub-divisions of religions called
caste or similar terms develop a
kind of double subordination for
women. This phenomenon along
with the subordination of woman
based on class could generate triple
subordination for her in Indian
society.

Caste, Class, Gender and Politics

The issues on subordination have
been debated under feminism
concerning the concepts of caste,
class and gender. Caste and Class
have been ever present in the
modernized Indian society that
was formed after the long process
of social sorting. The construction
and representation of third world
waoman has been under discussion
by various scholars in the sense
that it has been reinforced by
modernization process, One
could easily derive an idea that the
caste system prevailing in India at
present might have had a reference
from Manu-Smrti‘ schaturvarnya
concept though it was positively
interpreted as a system according
to the job assignments. According
to RomilaThaper, in the Indian
situation the varna-based lineage
society gave a shape and form
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to caste structure and the varna
cystem has played a vital role in

the social stratifications. Then the
lineage elements that structure

the family and the woman's
subordination in it would have
greatly influenced by the text Manu
-Smrti. The varnasystem defines the
class concept too by fixing the job
and thus income level for people.in
this sense it has laid down the base
for a hierarchical social structure in
terms of caste, class and gender.

Subordination of womanis a
common feature of almost all stages
af history, and is prevalent in large
parts of the world. Uma Chakravarti
says, the general subordination

of women assumed a particularly

severe form in India through the
powerful instrument of religious
traditions which have shaped
social practices. She putsitasa
marked feature of Hindu society
that its legal sanction for extreme
expression of social stratification

in which women and the lower
castes had been subjected to
humiliating conditions of existence.
Her opinion strengthens the
conviction that caste hierarchy

and gender hierarchy are the
organizing principles of brahminical
social order created or propagated
by texts like Manu-Smrti. She
reminds about the limited focus

that has left a major lacuna in our
understanding of social processes
which have shaped men, women
and social institutions in early
India. Her article is the best
reference Lo arpue that the basis

of the conceptualization of woman
as a suboreinate being, and the
foundation of gender-power
-relations in the social institution
family should be traced back to the
early Indian society. Family and the
household, being the conceptual
and architectural spaces from
where people get the first lessons
of power relations are running
basically with a male politics. May
be the nature of exercising power
would be different according to the
class and caste to which the families

belong to. But the negotiation of
women to the power structures has
becomes ever stronger with the
discourse produced by the textual
concepts, as power is inscribed

in every relationship. And the
patriarchal form of family model of
Manu-5Smrti, reflected in the present
society entails the negotiating
attempts of women as patriarchy

is fundamentally about power
relations. In patriarchy, women's
interests are subordinated to that
of men and which has been probed
by feminist theorists. Power is

the politics of everyday life, and it
is exercised in social institutions
including family, to maintain
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woman's subjugation.

Caste is a strong arena of power
politics and that also is connected
to the gender inequality. The social
stratification in India has situated
womaen as the points of entrance
into the caste system as Uma
Chakravarti said, She explains
this in terms of the regulation of
sexuality of women, The lower
caste male whose sexuality is a
threat to upper caste purity is
conceived as something that has
to be institutionally prevented
from sexual access to wormen of
the higher castes, At the same
time according to Manu-Smrti's
reference, the higher caste men are
allowed to have sex or marry with

a lower caste woman if needed
(see, 11: 43,44, speaking about
the conditions of such inter-caste
marriages). And this is akin to the
fear of black male priapism and

the converse exploitation of black
women to service their masters,
which was integral to slave society
in the American South in nineteenth
century. In apartheid South Africa
as well, mixed marriage was
prohibited by law. The anxiety
about their sexuality is the reason
for women are suggested to be
carefully protected by her family
men. This is proposed clearly in the
verses of Manu-Smrti, saying, the
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female should be protected by her
father in her adolescence, by her
husband in her youth and by the son
in herold age (IX:3). Dr, Ambodkanr's
argument that the untouchables
also had the same culture of Hindu
community, verifios the fact thal
this kind of textual authority was
followed not only by the upper
caste but by the lower caste people
aswell. So there is a politics of
tendency to control women's
freedom irrespective of caste/
class status in the Indian context,
though the mades of control differ,
The entire working of caste/class
power, in the contemporary society
has something in relation with

the oppression of women as the
subaltern, which is being addressed
by feminist political movements in
Indian region.

Feministinterventions:
Theoretical and Political

The constitutional equality that
Indian women and women in many
other countries enjoy today is the
result of the political struggles

by feminist women in the West,
according to llina Sen. It is a point

of debate, and it is true that the
women in india were silent and
passive by the caltural control

for Llang thme, Though there wore
miany fesloist attempts in lndia

by the inded twentdetl comtury,

the women in calonial perod and
eatlion were under patriarchal
powers, o the nineteenth and

carly lwentioth conturies women in
Europe, Britain and America facecd
blatant discrimination in wages,
employment, education and they
had to fight even for the voting
right and legal equality. This fact
shows to what extent women were
subordinated worldwide, because
of the power being invested in the
men folks. Any ideclogies that have
come during eras to fight against
oppressions have never solved the
woman's issues properly. An idea of
new democracy has been proposed
by feminist politics raising the need
for the conceptions of freedom,
equality and alliance informed by a
variety of political and philosaphical
sources. A catalogue of feminist
practices of the past two decades
would include entries of black,
cultural, ecological, lesbian, liberal,
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materialist, socialist and third
world politics. And deconstructive,
psychoanalytic, semiotic feminisms
along with the Foucauldian,
Lacanian ane Marxist feminisms,
have interropated into the existing
phallocentric power structure and
the politics behind it

The feminists have problematized
the Marxian class concept and
methodology that has deeply
influenced the social stratification
analysis. The gendered division of
labour forming the power structure
was an issue addressed by feminist
during this time.It is evidential

that in spite of all other social
changes happened in the caste
division of labour proposed by the
Manu-Smrti, the gender division

of labour prevalent in the present
Indian society reflects the same
textual ideas. This issue about the
structure and function of family has
been addressed by feminist palitics
with a critigue of Marxian views of
labour and labourer. VimalRanadive
criticizes feminists for making

the question of women's ‘unpaid
labour at the house’ as an issue
and finds their attempts to ascribe




value toit asabsurd. Though there
are such views that won't find any
meaning in feminist discourse,
sensitive explorations into these
matters occurred in social thought.
The most insightful arguments of
this issue from within the socialist
tradition are found in the works

of Alexandra Kollantai. She goes a
step further and view the 'double
-labour’ concept extended as if
‘triple insupportable burden'- that
are of a wage-worker, housekeeper
and mother, The woman of our
family model is expected to do all
these three jobs at once. Given the
sacramental relationship of women
with house work and domestic
labour, to what extent public
productive labour liberates her with
some power and to what extend

it crushes her further, is really an
open question to be deciphered.
These type of problems has to be
addressed within the context of
the political economy of women's
reproductive and domestic labour.
The patriarchal monogamous
family has traditionally been the
most important site for women’s
domestic labour and reproductive
labour for reasons related to norms
of descent and transmission of
inheritance through the male line.
These sites are often organized on
class and caste lines and so the
political challenges to oppressive
forms of caste, class and gender
often overlaps. In the Indian context
this is very visible though it clla:ms a
politics of the unity in diversity.
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The overlapping issues of caste,
class, gender and politics have
made the life of women in India
subjugated even at the threshold

of postmodern era. The social

sway of scriptures that continues

to a tool of controlling women
remains as a challenge for feminists
in India. Even in the present

context the enormous influence of
brahminicalpatriarchy in the social
stratification in India, is a noticeable
background for the political moves
against gendered oppressions.
Segmentation is the basis of
patriarchal socialism or capitalism-
separation of women and men, of
theory and practice, of learning and
working, of experience and belief, of
production and product, of means
and ends, of mind and body, of race,
of class, of age, and , interestingly
enough of religion and government.
The integration and recognition

of relationship between all these
could be the basis for the sanity

and power of feminism.Integration
of self-change and institutional
change is the revolutionary practice
to tackle with the hierarchies within
politics,religion, caste, class and
gender paradigms. At the same time
mare and more conscious social
action and activist research, based
on feminist politics also could be
asolution for favourable social
change in India,
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our organisation or for
that matter any teachers’
organisation is unigue

Itis both a trade union, which

fights for the rights of its members
and

Itis a coming together of
professionals who shape the future
of a society

" The challenges before any such
organisation will be huge

The attacks on the trade union
rights, particularly the right to
organise, express dissent

The attacks on the pedagogy,
what you teach to mould the future
generations in our country

" These challenges have increased
after the BJP had come to power
and itis not a phenomenon
confined to only our country,

but now a worldwide feature.
These challenges should thus be
understood in the international



context.

* After the global economic crisis of
2008, in many countries austerity
policies are being pursued. They are
leading to an attack on the labour
rights, like social welfare schemes,
pensions, healthcare, wages, etc.
Also they are leading to an assault
on labour rights in the guise of
labour reforms, i.e., on the very
right to organise.

These can be seen in many
countries in Europe like France,

Spain, Greece, Portugal, UK. ..In

the past few months, there were
many strikes organised by teachers’
organisations too, most noteworthy
is the one which is still continuing in
the UK.

Teachers in UK are angry that
while they are being asked to take a
cut in their pensions, the USS' chief
executive, Bill Gavin, secured a pay
rise of £82,000 this year, Many of the
universities have started a building
binge - gyms, amenities, shiny
things dotting up all over campus.
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(Typical manner in which the bosses
are weell-paid, while the workers are
sequeezed. Universities are always
made to spend on greenery and
heautification) They are nat worried
that the universities themselves

will eollapse. Those institutions

are huilding anrd buying like never
hefore. This discrimination is forcing
them to corme aut in bigger numbers
in the struggles, Thatis the reason
wihy the union in UK saw an increase
inits membership toa during this
period.

There is no continent on the
earth today, that has not witnessed
ateachers' protest. In Eurcpe, we
have strikes in Italy, Cyprus;in
Africa, Fenya and Higeria; in North
America, the US znd Canada;in
South America, Argentinza. In somea
countries like Canadza and the US,
they have even defied the unions
who had compromised with the
government and hence called off
the struggles and continued their
fight.

* What is that is bringing them all
into struggles? Some of the key
features are

Neoliberalism

Cuts in education budget
Contract appointments and
precarious employment
Rising tuition fees

New members in those unions
which are militant

Members are ready to over rule the
leadership and continue struggles

One of the effects of these changes
is the changing relationship in

the academic community - itis

no longer the sacred relationship
between teacher and student,

the relation now is similar to the
one between asalespersenand a
consumer. Here, the managementis
the seller.

* These changes are not only
effecting the academic community,
but also the entire society and

are sold as ‘public education is
failing', private education is good
(Argentinal,

* One such change is the
understanding of the whole purpose
of education - education is now no
longer considered as a ‘wholistic
concept for acquiring knowledge’.
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Itis considered as a means to show
the path for earning money and thus
access to material needs.

* The solidarity existing within

the academic community ceases
to exist. In fact, various plavers
involved or bound by the process
of education cease to consider
themselves even as a ‘community’,

* Teachers are made to believe

that bothering about the entire
system of education is no longer
their concern. Their major concern
is to be about their jobs and related
issues,

® This is a direct attack an the
uniqueness of the organisation,

It makes you ignore the
content part of education, whatever
changes are occurring there,

Teachers are deliberately
avoided from being invelved in the
process of framing syllabus and
some experts are roped in their
place.

® These kind of changes suits the
interests of both those who are
committed to neoliberal policies
and also right reactionaries,

* Both the advocates of
neoliberalism and right
reactionaries have some
similarities, which help us
understand how their interests
merge.

Both of them attack social
sciences and humanities and
promote technological sciences.

And this is done with a purpose,

Meoliberals argue thal
education should he market
ariented and market does not
those students who pursue thajr
deprees in social sciences or
humanities. They hence argue for
market oriented courses and this
is obviously courses dealing with
technological sciences

What is the interest of right
reactionaries? They want to tamper
with the social sciences syllabus and
flood with all ebscurantist thoughts.
This helps them in influencing the
future generations to their project
of dividing the society on the lines
of identity, either it be religious or
caste or region or race or any other
parochial idea.

This is the reason why we find
the eagerness of RSS 10 immediately
put into service all its personnel to
use State power to re-write history
with all distortions. The same is
done in many Western countries
too. For example the history of
Second World War, They never teach
the role of Soviet Union in the defeat
of fascism. Itis all about the landing
of US forces in Dunkirk, on which 3
movie was also made and their role
about which they teach,

These is another similarity. We
recently heard a farmer IPS office,
who happens to be minister of
state in the HRD guestioning the
theary of evolution propounded by
Darwin. We should remember that
evenin the US, in many educational
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institutions, theory of e-...ralutin_n is
still being not taught. They resist all
attempts of rationalists or refuse to
seo the advances in sciences which
establish the validity of the theary
of evolution. George Bush, was one
of the presidents of the US who

did not beliove in this theory. This
is also related to the acceptance

of climate change, which is denied
by Donald Trump the present US
President.

* But surprisingly, and they do not
see any contradiction in this - they
support the advance of technology
and even promote it. The reason
is,itis needed to promote their
concept of development. They have
a flawed concept of development
- mabile phones, fly-overs,
skyscrapers, etc, All these need
technological advances. And there
is another much more important
reason.

* Technology is development

of productive forces, which is
necessary for the advancement

of capitalist interests. With every
growth in technology, you can

use to increase your profits and
super-profits, but cutting down the
involvement of human beingsin
production. That is where the use
of Artificial Intelligence (Al) comes
into play. It is intended to replace or
take over many of the functions at
present performed by humans.

* Arelated reason explains why
they detest zacial sciences. Social
sciences, deal with relations of
Production. They explain the
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reasons for the predicament nlfllhe
penple,why are there inequalities,
why are no employment
opportunities available, why is there
poverty, etc. Knowledpe about
these issues or answers to such
guestions is always a threat Lo the
class rule, Social sciences make

you question and seek answers. It
develops rational thinking. Both the
neoliberals and right reactionaries
do not want this to happen. So the
attack on social sciences.

* Hence in this background it is
impaortant for all of us to not only
fight for our rights, but also for a
say in the entire education system -
what is being taught, how is it being
taught and most importantly, what
is needed for the society today.

* Here the role of teachers is very
crucial. As influencers, not the
influencers like Sonam Kapoor or
Shobaa De, but as real influencers,
teachers should question these
changes and also teach students to
question.

This re-establishes the bond
between teachers and the students,
which is needed to fight the battles
we do today, even for our own
sectoral demands.

* Thisis the strategy adopted by
the teachers organisation in UK.
Student organisation in the UK,
Mational Union of Students (NUS)
supported the teachers’ stike. In
Italy too the students have come
out in support of the teachers’
strike. In Genoa, some children
joined teachers on the streets,
holding placards that read: "Hands
off my teacher”.

" In Argentina, the teachers’
organisation took a very novel
initiative to mobilise support for

its actions. For five weeks teachers
in Argentina have been on strike
almost continuously, using the days
they do go to school to explain to
students and parents the reasons
for their conflict with the national
government. Today, they're joined
by the rest of the country's workers,
in the first general strike under
President Mauricio Macri.

* To confront the present challenges
before Indian education system,
where most or all of the prablems
that follow neoliberalism exist, it is

necessary to establish an organic
link not only between the entire
academic community, but also

with the parents and the broader
society in general, This is what the
earlier generation of teachers in our
country too did,

* Savitribhai Phule, Jyotiba Phule

- started schools, fought for sacial
reforms and it is for these activities
that they are still revered,

Even during the Swadeshi
movement of our freedom struggle,
our freedom fighters established
many National Colleges, which

Itis here that the
Argentinian sloganis
very relevant, with
which | conclude: ‘A
teacher who fights

is also teaching’.

The fate of our
country is similarly
intrinsically bound
with your struggles.
The struggles against
neoliberal policies and
communalism should
be waged hand in hand
for a better future

Fmnim paeni
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were not anly sources of alternate
education system for those wha

had boyeotted British institutions,
but were also centres where
anti-colonial consciousness was
instilled among the students. [tis
because of one such teacher that we
had Bhagat Singh.

Similarly we all know the rale of
Surya Sen, of the Chittagong Armed
Struggle fame, He was a teacher,
who inspired many of his students
to give their lives for the liberation
of our country.

" A prominent Argentine journalist
revealed a private conversation
he had had with the president,
inwhich Macri compared the
teachers with the British miners of
the 1980s under the government
of Margaret Thatcher. The British
miners’ strike was a “test case”
for the advance of necliberalism
in the UK. If workers lost their
dispute with Thatcher, as ultimately
happened, labor flexibilization
and loss of rights would extend to
the entire working class. The fates
of the rest of country’s workers
are bound up with the outcome
of the teachers' struggle. It is here
that the Argentinian slogan is very
relevant, with which | conclude:;
‘Ateacher who fights is also
teaching’, The fate of our country
is sinularly intrinsically bound
with your struggles. The struggles
against neohiberal policies and
communalism shoutd be waged
hand in band tor a better future.
Itis tor this reason, to wage them
and ensure their success, we
need a stronger union, Hope this
conference will help in building such
an union,
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| Malappuram Dr. MK George Ayurveda College, Kottakkal 9446488306
Palakkad Harikrishnan MNSS Engineering College, Palakkad 89447326490
Trichur Manu KM Sreekrishna College, Guruvayoor ki 9995294129
Ernakulam Benno Mathew Sree Sankara College, Kalady 9446477631

| Kottayam Dr.KV.Thomas | Mariam College, Kuttikkaanam 9447525905 |
Pathanamthitta Raison Sam Raj Marthoma College, Thiruvalla 9567855967

| Alappuzha Dr. Suresh DB College, Eramillykkara - adl 9447981459
Kollam Roy John St. Stemphens College, Pathanapuram 9497756779

[ Trivandrum Dr. Pramode N J NSS VTM College W
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14 Sir, it's me, Sheena.” | was about to pay my bill at the
cash counter of a mall in the city when my phone rang.
The number was unfamiliar, not from my contact list.

“3ir, | have some good news to crack...” the young female
voice sounded pleasant and excited.,

“3ir, the girls' wing of our NCC got first place in the republic
day parade!”

Oh, it was the evening of January 26, and it must be quite
steam fresh piece of news regarding the march past of the
afternoon in the city square. The college team has won first
prize at the intercollegiate level in the Republic Day parade
that was conducted in the afternoon at the city square!

I told her that | was busy at that moment and that | would
call her after awhile for further details.

I was happy, not just because the NCC brought laurels for the

college; | was happy at the call from Sheena, her first ever g&ﬁg‘;dﬂfﬁege Thrissur
call to me, because we had become friends just a day before ;
and still she cared to ring me up, so promptly, to crack the

good news,
I'noticed her quite accidently the previous day,

It was the evening and the sunlight was fading, and we were
rather anxious to take Paul Sir out, in a convoy. Yet | noticed
her in the bus shelter just outside the college pate, a rather
tall girl with light brown complexion.

She was standing all alone, apparently waiting for a bus.
It could be tough at that time. Situated in a serene locale
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of the city, there are just a few
puses plying to that area and

quite impulsively | stopped the

car and beckened to her when |
recognised herasa student in one
of the second year UG classes that|
taught.

As she was coming rather guickly to
the side window, | noticed through
the mirror that she walked clumsily
with an apparent limp.

“\Why are you so late to go home?” |
ask her.

“sgir, we had NCC parade after the
classes.”

“Fine, but where are your other NCC
friends?” 1 ask her again.

“They have left, sir. The next bus
comes only after thirty minutes,
so they would walk up to the next
junction to catch a bus...l got my
ankle sprained during the parade
and cannot walk properly. That's
why | am waiting for the bus all
alone here.” She added after a
pause.

“Where do you live?” 1 ask her
further.

“At Thalore.” She replies.

It is pretty far and she will have to
change another bus from the city to
reach her home.

“| shall be going home along that
route .Should | give you a lift?”

Her face brightened up. “Sure Sirl”

| was about to open the rear door
for her when she came and opened
the front door and occupied the seat
beside me.

These post modern children are
smarter than we imagine, | thought
with an uncertain smile.

“Do you have a mobile phone with
you?" | ask her. She nods. “Call your
mom and | would like to inform

her before | give a lift to you... a girl
student.”

| knew it was a bit regressive sort of
formality, to inform a parent before
giving a lift to one your students in
your car, just because it was a girl.
But that would be quite prudent
primarily because it is still the same
old country that we live and no

overnight miracle has happened 50
far to transform this ancient land
into a progressive, liberal place,

as far as inter- sex relationships

are concerned. Secondly because,
under the circumstances it would
be quite necessary to do so,
considering what happened to Paul
Sir right this forenoon.

The students were so beastly with
him; | need not take any risk for
another student!

They sat in front of the department
demanding an apology from him,
the whole day long, shouting
slogans at their teacher.

And what was his crime?

He just questioned a pair of
students, a boy and a girl, sitting

in unrestrained physical intimacy

in the corridor right in front of his
department in the college. He told
them it was not very decent to do
soin the corridor of a college when
many others, including the teachers
passed through that area.

That triggered the student unrest.

The students maintained a totally
different version regarding the
incident. He was accused of moral
policing. They were angry at the
authoritarian way he dealt with the
students just for ‘a silly matter’ like
that. They argued that he found
fault with the students because of
his regressive thinking. The angry
students shouted that they were
no longer mere kids and knew how
to behave in a college campus that
is meant for the grown up men and
women students.

Probably the generation gapisa
solid reality. Did anybody think
earnestly to recollect how our
generation reacted to issues at the
volcanic age of late teens? Probably
we had more regard for our teachers
then; but, did we have more
patience than these youngsters,

our students, when we were at their
age?

Itis tough to assess things,
especially at crises, Yet, the issue
snow balled into such dimensions
that they began a sit-in protest right
in front of the Geolopy department.
The principal was out of station and
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the senior teachers talked to the
students. They were adamant; they
wanted an apology from Paul Sir.

The staff considered the matter

and decided that the teaching
community should not yield to such
anunreasonable demand from

the students and yielding to their
pressure would demoralise the
teaching community. Maintaining
the discipline and decarum of the
campus is the duty a teacher, and
what was done by Paul Sir was right.

Thus the standoff continued

all through the forencon and
afternoon. Most of the professors
visited Paul sirin his department
as a gesture of solidarity. Many of
us sat in the Geclogy department
proclaiming physical solidarity to
our colleague. It was only latein
the evening, after the intervention
from many quarters that the sit-in
protest was withdrawn.

some of us show leniency to them.
That is the problem; they should be
dealt with sternly!

We need to teach these hooligans a
lesson!

We should be tough ta them, all of
us. That is the way they should learn
ta respect their teachers!

Mever trust them; they don't
deserve a friendly treatment!

The teachers waiting in the Geology
department were rather sourin
spirits. Opinions were bitter and
merciless; probably it was only
natural at that hour of apprehension
and shame for the teaching
fraternity.

Probably they are right, | thought.
They are no longer the innocent kids
of the school. They have grown up
far too enough and have their views
and their politics. One needs to
maintain a dignified distance frem
the students in a college, after all.
Yes, a dignified distance with some
subtle indifference,

When Paul Sir finally came out

from the department late after the
regular class hours, all of us decided
to take him out from the campus in
a convoy, a dozen of our cars lined
up before and after his car to drive
through the campus, to show what
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we could do to our brethron in the
hour of need. It was an occasion, a
bit tense and emotionally charped,
where allegiances were cloarly
defined and boarders were neatly
drawn between us and them.

I was almost at the ond of the
convay and it was just as we pulled
out of the campus that | chanced o
notice the girl standing alone in the
bius shelter,

Even now | have no clear notion
why | stopped my car for that girl,
after hours of anger and shame that
we had just lived through.

...... and Sheena sitting beside me
looked straight into my eyes and
smiled broadly.

"Could | know why you wish to talk
to my mom right now, sir?” she asks
me politely.

“Let me tell her that | am giving a
lift t to her daughter at this hour of
the evening. | cannot do it without
intimating her.” My reply was rather
curt.

“You are welcome to talk to my
mom at any time, sir, But you need
not call her over phone for such a
silly matter. She knows me well and
the boys of my class usually give
me a lift. You are my teacher and
naturally she will have no objection
tothelift." She tells me gently but
firmly.

The innocent yet authoritative tone
in which she told me somehow
convinced me that | didn't need to
call her mom,

As we drove through the dusk,

I talked to her. We had to cover
over ten miles before we reached
Thalore,

“It would be dark by the time we
reach Thalore. Should | drop you at
your home?"

“No sir, my home is in a by lane, just
a few yards away from the highway.
You would find it difficult to take a
U turn in our narrow lane. You may
just drop me at the junction.” She
tells me gently.

“Won't the people at the junction
notice that somebody drops you....
in his car.... at sundown? They won't

know that lam you teachor, In
case somebody reparts it 1o your
father, how will he react Lo that 2" |
felt awkward at that mean question
at her, butit rolled out from my lips
justlike that at that time, probably
the collective shame we had just
lived through has taken its toll,

“My papa doesn't dare to interfere
in my affairs!” came the cool answer
from Sheena.

Then she began to open up, just

in that unrestrained adolescent
fashion- up, close and intimate

that only a teenager can confide to
someone she trusted, Within that
half an hour or so that we took to
reach Thalore, Sheena unravelled a
brief but telling picture of her family
before me,

She told me how her mother was

a patient suffering from chronic
rheumatism, how her papa who
worked as a porter in the city was
an irresponsible drunkard, and how
she had to cook, wash, clean and
do most of the household chores
before she started to college every
day. How she had to go for shopping
and other such chores all alone and
how she had to extract money out
of her father by threat, melodrama
oreven a bit of violence.

..... It could have sounded rather
phoney if it were a television serial,
But it was not the sentimental

stuff of the TV people, but a warm
reality, fresh from the mouth of that
battered girl.

“Idon't give a damn to what the
folks mumble behind my back. It is
not them but me who am running
the family in any case.”" Even the
anger and protest in her tone was
elegantly restrained.

We were at the edge of the highway

right before the by lane to her home,

We reached rather too fast! | was so
totally absorbed in her narrative..

She thanked me and got down from
the car with a smile that radiated
relief and gratitude,

“Will... you be able to.... take part
intomorrow's parade?” | asked her
rather timidly through the window,

“Oh, it is nothing sir! A hot water
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sponge after rubbing some pain
balm tonight will take away the
sprain by tomorrow morning,”

She beamed confidently as my car
hegan to pull off from the brief halt
al her bus stop,

| could not resist feeling great
respect for that girl with unkempt
hair and weather beaten features,
At this tender age, she locks after
her sick mather, ropes in her errant
father, runs errands and fends for
the family- almost single handed!

| am not sure whether some of my
colleagues had noticed my offering
alift to a student, that too on the
same day when such unfortunate
things happened between the
students and us. But by the time |
left Sheena at Thalare, | felt | was
prepared to answer any remark,
comment or advice.

And | felt a mild jump in my heart
when | talked to her after coming
out of the mall, congratulating her
and her team for their performance
in the NCC parade. How so quickly,
| wondered, all the embitterment
of the previous day had evaporated
into thin air as | talked to her over
phone. Like mist in the bright
morning sun! True, there are times
when you feel momentarily that you
are winged and weightless, poised
for a flight.

Suddenly | felt | heard the booming
voice of Vareed Master thumbing on
my shoulders to say ‘Well dane, my
son!' as | scraped my chalk pencil
to write successfully my first ever
letter of the alphabet on the slate. |
re-lived the surge of warm pride and
joy that a tiny tot had experienced
at that compliment, decades back
sitting in the first grade of our
village school.

Our students have made us all
proud; they are our students after
all.... I repeated awkwardly to
myself as | walked towards my carin
the parking lot.

I felt the cool evening air pouring in
through the side windows soothing
my brows as my car sped past the
lamp posts that lined up the main
road on both sides pouring in hazy
lamplight against the darkling night
alr.,
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Thoothukudi
22 May 2018

Amelange of women, men and children
find their last weapon - shout
atthe innocent sky on empty stomachs.

There is a factory that spits black smoke
and yellow sputum. Their air loses life;
their wells and rivers sweat poison.

The pride that hunger and thirst hurts
drives them to courage. They want
to bring the powers to their knees.

A smile spreads across the rulers’ faces
that decides whom it should feed
the bullets bought at a Sterlite price.

The guns that point at women’s breasts
and men’s heads have tunnel vision.

They can't see the People but only their parts. !
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