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GOVERNMENT OF KERALA

Abstract
e

the All Kerals Private College Teachers’ Association-Recognition grarted-Ordars seued-

HIGHER EDUCATION Dy DEPARTMENT
6.0 (MS) Ro: 17/89 /H,Edn. Dated, Trivandrum ,23rd January 1989

Read:- Letter dated 10-11-"88 from the General Secretary, The &1 ¥trala Private Ccliegs
Teachers' Association, Trivand un-1.
COROER
Goverament are pleased to grant recognifion to Tha All Kerals Private Collage
Teachers' Association.
By Order ol the Govertat,
T. K. Alzx

Joint Sevigtary 10 Govere ment

Copy 10
The General Secretary’ The All ¥
The Director of Collegiate Educatic.fi Trivandrum.
The Registrar, University of Kera's. Trivandrum.

the Registrar, Universily pf Cahcut.
~. The Registrar, Mahaima Gupdhi U RISty Kattayam.

aials Private College Teschars® Asscciztian,

(forwarded 'ty L c@rs

fsdi

Sorr ) Siser
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All India Annualised Gain to a Household off Five Individuals with Two
Meals a Day
Year Gainin Rs. As a proportion | Gain As a propor-
off annual earn- | in Rs. tionof Annu-
ings of a worker al Earnings
(in percent) of a Worker
(in percent)
Vegetarian Non-Vegetarian
Thali Thali
2016-17 | 526.9 0.4 6408.2 43
2017-18 | 10304.3 6.5 8910.3 5.6
2018-19 | 16744.4 10 16318.2 | 9.7
2019-20 | 15972.3 9 15511.5 | 8.7
Source : Survey calculations
Note” * Calculations for 2019-20 based on prices for the period April-October,
2019
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Gay Affects: The
Serene Dissidence
of Jonathan
Dollimore

Cheri Jacob K.

UC College, Aluva

1. The Meeting/Parting...

“Be kind to me”, the dense bass
voice of Professor Jonathan
Dollimore caress my left ear as

we wind up the interview on the
eve of him delivering the V.C.
Harris Memorial Lecture, 2018 at
School of Letters, Mahatma Gandhi
University, Kottayam. Instantly, an
uncanny link pops up in my mind.
Here is a doyen, whose forays into
Gay Studies and his conceptualisa-
tion/use of ‘creative vandalism’ to
legitimately claim an honourable
space for LGBTs within and without
the academia - something which
he designates as ‘transgressive
re-inscription’ - is known to all; he
is right here in Kottayam to deliver
the memorial lecture of an absent
beloved whose last stage-per-
formance was brimming with an
LGBT queerness - a thoroughly

cross-dressed Professor V. C. Harris
appearing in a personally scripted
tour-de-force, Njaanum Njaanum
[Me & Me]. Right through the
session and the subsequent walks
within the School of Letters premis-
es, one is struck by his plumpness;
his slightly bend posture; his la-
boured walk and his ever keen and
ever moist eyes.

Dear Reader, you must be in-
trigued about this “Be Kind to Me”
utterance on the part of Jonathan,
known the world over for his
path-breaking work on Cultural
Materialism, the seminal book (as
co-editor, along with his long-time
partner Alan Sinfield) Political
Shakespeare: Essays in Cultural
Materialism, not to forget the stun-
ningly interventionist Radical Trag-
edy (single authored) and of course
his astonishingly bold ‘short-circuit
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performance’ with regard to the
notion of Sexual Dissidence: both
the establishment of the Centre
for the Study of Sexual Dissidence
(affectionately known as Sex Diss)
at the University of Sussex (again,
along with his long-time partner
Alan Sinfield), UK and also his book
Sexual Dissidence...Well, the actual
‘frame of the event’ will unravelin
an instant.

When Jonathan was about to leave
School of Letters, he repeats the
words, this time caressing my right
ear, “Be kind to me”: his sharp nose
is pointed my way, as though in an
act of interrogation; but then the
lips part and a serene comfortingly
cajoling smile radiates. Just when
he was leaving School of Letters, |
exclaim: ‘What a wonderful guy!
And from the group that was pres-
ent there, on the porch - a group
comprising of already and yet-to-be
Postcolonially-oriented and Cultur-
al-Studies-informed academicians
- there emerges a voice, tinged
with an impish laughter, “No! No!
Heis a Good Gay!” Something
pierced into my heart! | wanted

to retort. But at that instant, my
eyes locked with that of Jonathan,
the very moment the car he was

in, took a swerve and vanished. |
realised what he was hinting at. If
published, the interview should be
bland: sans sensationalism, sans
sleaze, sans sympathies. | was be-
ing enlightened to ‘kindly’ soak in
the reality that it is easy to merely
academically write about gayness;
can we live (with) it? Really - here
in enlightened Kerala? And for
once, the cross-dressed V. C. Harris
loomed before my eyes: What
would he have said if he had heard
the line that troubled/hurt/infuri-
ated me? - “Jonathan, he is a Good
Gay!” Well, well. So here comes,
Jonathan unplugged; Excerpts from
the query-conversation...

2. The Talking/Remembering...

Q: Avery casual question: How
does it feel to be in Kerala/India for
the first time?

A: Wonderful! Exhausting, but
wonderful! Firstly because people
are so kind and welcoming and |
love the students because they are
genuinely and innocently alive.
They don’t seem to be as jaded and
cynical as some of my students and
that | value very much.

Q: Oh that’s great! And yesterday,
while | was chatting with you, you
just mentioned a very curious
connection, that at the time of
your entry into India there were
two landmarks Supreme Court
judgements in India. Can you speak
a little bit about that?

A: Well, look, you shouldn’t ask a
first-time visitor to India to really
comment on internal Indian issues.
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But I will just remark that when

I saw from the UK that there has
been the decriminalising of homo-
sexuality by the Supreme Court, |
thought that was absolutely won-
derful. | know some gay activists
who have connections with India so
they were absolutely thrilled and

I was thrilled on their behalf. And
now this, the other ruling on adul-
tery, of which | am not too clear,
I've sensed that it is a very positive
development for women and |
appreciate it wholeheartedly.

Q: We use the word political within
the academy and we also use the
word political outside of the acad-
emy - Where do you relate to this
word more?
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A: In UK now, young people [even 2
or 3 years ago] who were politically
ignorant and indifferent to politics
are now involved, because they
can’t afford not to be. There are
big issues around: Brexit; leaving
the EU. In UK now, there has never
been a more exciting time, a terri-
ble unstable and dangerous time;
and that is because we have failed.
And one of the consequences is
the tendency to move to the ‘right’.
If you would have asked me that
question a year or two ago, | would
have probably said inside the acad-
emy because that is simply were

| used to work. But the moment |
came out on to the streets to where
the politics is really quite exciting
and where the people are involved
[mostly young people] | felt the
pulse. So right now it’s outside.

Q: And what’s happening with the
inside?

A: Oh well in my country, terrible
things. The universities basically
have been taken over by money;
they have become businesses -
they run as Corporations and the
students are now customers. They
borrow huge amounts of money in
order to go to universities. So it’s
been turned into a kind of consum-
erist environment and | think that
itis that thisis deeply regrettable.

I mean | left universities about12
years ago because one day | real-
ised that | didn’t like working in
the universities anymore. | didn’t
believe in what | was asked to do.
So | walked out; | walked out of my
door - | left the job and never went
back.

Q: Do you think this whole concept
of ‘Creative Vandalism’ is positive?
How does it fit-in in this era of
Donald Trump and Narendra Modi
wherein you find brute rightist
forces shamelessly trying to ma-
nipulate things; how do you place
your notion of ‘Creative Vandalism’
in such a socio-politico-cultural
scenario?

A: | wanted a concept to describe
the manner in which people could

sometimes make really quite valid
usage of works by ways/methods
that weren’t designed to be used

in such a capacity; and yet create
something very powerful as a
result. All great developments in art
often involve some kind of violation
of the existing order of things. Rock
music was an appropriation of
black people, and there were a lot
of black people at that time who
really resented what these white
kids were doing with their music.
They felt there was a kind of an
exploitation of their music, but you
know history tells us that actually
something good came out of it.

I will give you another example:
when Bob Dylan moved from folk
to electric guitar, i remember that
amazing episode in Manchester in
the year 1966. It was an acoustic
guitar in the first half of the concert
and he was going on to the electric
guitar in the second half .As he

was tuning up, someone in the
audience shouted that they hated
electric guitar; they thought it was
a treason vis-a-vis the whole folk
tradition. And someone shouted
‘Judas’ from the audience. So Dylon
turned around to the back and he
said, ‘play fucking loud’. And then
he turned back and he sang; it was
quite an aggressive song - he just
howled it at the audience. It was

an active creative vandalism; it was
the beginning of a new era and it
was wonderful. So in a way that
kind of an active violent in-appro-
priation (which almost involves a
violation of the authenticity of an
art form) is how new kinds of art
forms develop.

Q: Since you mentioned a year, may
I ask what you were doing in 1968?

A: Oh, | was a Newspaper reporter.

Q: | hope you got the connection,
1968. Europe was burning with
student revolutions...

A: | left school when | was 15 years
old; my first job was working in

a car factory. 1968 passed me by
because | was a lonely boy in a
provincial town and ‘the 1968’
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was happening in London and not
where | was. There was no ‘culture’
in my family; no one was interested
in culture, there was no politics in
my family. And | was the only one in
the town who liked Bob Dylan. And
so | was not a 1968 person.

Q: Did Raymond Williams teach
you?

A: No, no. Raymond Williams was
at Cambridge University. | applied
to Cambridge University and they
rejected me. | wasn’t the right
material.

Q: But later you got in touch with
him...

A: He was very good. He was a
strange man and what he spoke,
and when he wrote, he could be
quite laborious. I never thought he
was an inspiring person but | did re-
spect him greatly because of what
he has written. | have to tell you,
when [ first went to the university, |
was called a provincial upstart with
expensive perversions.

Q: So that brings me to the next
domain of what you have been
practicing throughout your life, this
whole idea being queer. Don’t you
think that’s too broad a term and

it should be broken into further
specifics?

A: Yes, yes you are right. | never
liked the term at all because, |
mean, when | started to teach gay
material in 1980s at the University
of Sussex it was called gay and
lesbian; that’s what it was. Now
this whole programme developed
under big expectations and gay
studies became properly estab-
lished as a disciple within the
academia. Now what happens is
that people come into gay studies
with a ‘second wave’ mindset and
they make it queer as though gay
sounds kind of old-fashioned; and
they study gay as queer theory. And
| used to get up in the audience
and say, ‘this is bull-shit because
you are completely ignoring earlier
generation of historians who are
really important people who did
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the ground work: Geoffrey Wheats,
Dennis Oddman, and others - real
pioneers. What you have done is,
you have thieved what you want
from them and then completely
ignored them. So, | didn’t like the
word queer because | thought it
represented that moment in gay
studies where it was taken over by
rather a superficial and pretentious
bunch of academics. Unfortu-
nately, like the word Capitalism, it
has become unavoidable and you
can’t fight it. But you owe the “first
phase’ a real deep respect because
of what that people did and we
should never forget that/them.

Q: What exactly was the motive
behind the founding of the Centre
for Sexual Dissidence?

A: | have been teaching gay courses
from the mid 1981 and that was
the time - it was a very, very bad
time - it was the time of the HIV
Aids. There were a lot of kickbacks
and lot of discrimination; things
were really, really difficult. That was
also the time our Tory government
tried to pass legislations prevent-
ing the teaching of homosexual
issues in schools. Anyways, | did
offer the courses at the university;
my colleagues were brilliant, they
supported me and as the program
grew, more and more students
became interested. Myself and Alen
Sinfield, my partner, my lover, we
said, ‘Why don’t we set up a centre
for the subject to give it kind of
more prominence. It was at that
time that | published my book Sex-
ual Dissidence. So that’s what we
did; that centre is 25 years old and
still going strong.

Q: You, quite often, talk about
‘Transgressive Re-inscription’ - Can
you elaborate?

A: When | looked at the history of
how gay cultures gained visibility, it
was often in terms of transgressive
re-inscription. That is to say, the
move was not as it were trying to
escape the oppressive hetero-nor-
mative structure totally; neither
was it about becoming completely

independent, completely alterna-
tive or completely oppositional.

It was more of turning back into

it and perverting it, sabotaging it
from within; it’s like short circuiting
- you would disrupt from within.
It’s like insurrection and | just like
thatidea.

Q: Can you link this up with Cultural
Materialism?

A: Of course, because you know
Cultural Materialism is alongside
Feminism, alongside Gay Studies,
alongside liberation movements;
they are all part of the big picture.
I’ll tell you this: the amazing thing is
that | have two children 23 and 17.
I’m amazed of how much progress
they have made, around the issues
of gender, race, and sexuality.

| mean my seventeen-year-old
daughter, I don’t know if she is gay
or not, that doesn’t matter, but
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sheis a real friend of transgender
people in school because she
speaks up when they are bullied or
dismissed or taunted. I’'m just not
having that, maybe she doesn’t
know what sexuality is but that
doesn’t matter because she recog-
nises injustice and she has got to
make a stand and I’m very proud
of that.

Q: What is your equation with this
label called ‘Cultural Studies’?

A: | think Cultural Studies is an even
more general title than Cultural
Materialism, a huge umbrella but
historically very important. It is
basically a huge movement, post-
war, from the fifties on; Richard
Hoggart was the first one, Raymond
Williams of course, and lots of other
people. Basically, it was and is
about taking culture seriously, as

a space for political intervention.



COLLEGE TEACHER | June 2020

SEXUALE
DISSIDENCE

AUGUSTINE TO WILDE
FREUD TO FOUCAULT

JONATHAN
DOLLIMORE

Thatis what it is.

Q: Now a tricky question: What is
your equation with God?

A: If you meant whether | believe in
God, No I don’t. | would say that |
take religion very seriously, both as
a mode of social control and also a
mode of liberation; you know Liber-
ation Theology has been very, very
important. | also think even if one is
an absolute atheist there are some
concepts that can be taken from
the religious tradition, the Christian

religious tradition, namely, re-
demption, atonement, forgiveness -
these are concepts which truly may
yet save the world.

Q: How old are you?
A: Seventy

Q: Does that make you an ageing
materialist academician going
spiritual?

A: Good question. | would say it is
not a ‘turning away’ from Cultural
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Materialism. It is a ‘taking away’
from the theological because | do
take very seriously the importance
of religion in every conceived way.
You know when | decided that

I wanted to write a book about
death, everyone thought that’s not
a project on Cultural Materialism.

I went on to do it and | wanted to
explore some of the darker side of
human culture, the darker side of
the human desire, the darker sides
of human history.

Q: Now, about the difference
between New Historicism and Cul-
tural Materialism - the difference,
if reduced to two figures, you and
Stephen Greenblatt, does it have
any unconscious link with the het-
ero/homo-sexuality axis: That is to
say the wonderfully deep yet pain-
ful concerns you bring out through
Cultural Materialism, somewhere,
at some point it, links up with the
reality of gayness; on the other side
Stephen is not gay.

A: What you are suggesting is that
New Historicism is heterosexual. |
can’t say that I don’t think it is true
but certainly for me my Cultural
Materialism revolves through my
own sexuality, there is no question
about that. That is one of the rea-
sons why | constantly turned away
from Cultural Materialism when
the project was being taken over
by ‘hetero-dominant’ universities.
There is also another difference;

I don’t have a job, lam notin a
position to speak decisively, | have
no powers in the academia now.
Stephen Greenblatt is one of the
most powerful and successful aca-
demicians in the world.

Q: You mentioned your lover Alan,
did you breakup with him?

A: 1 didn’t breakup with him. We
were together for seventeen years,
and then I linked up with a wonder-
ful woman.

Q: So you are a bisexual.

A: If you need a term, Yes!
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Verses In crisis

(For T.S Eliot, the greater craftsman)

he streets are void, uninhabited

Tedros declares COVID-19, Wuhan the epicentre
Human-to-human transmission
Epidemic to pandemic, and then to infodemic
Single stranded RNA, Epidemiology,
Pathophysiology, etiology
N95 mask, protective goggles
Coughs or sneezes surely an alarm to many
Sure, men die everywhere
Only numbers matter
As his lungs craved for breath,
he passed the stages of his age and youth
Succumbing to multiple organ dysfunction
Here is no human being, only emptiness
Dead streets, hungry dogs, sullen faces from windows
Aggressive isolation and social distancing,
Self-enforced quarantines, avoiding public gatherings
Police men with lathis, somebody performing
Thoppukarnam to pay obeisance
Eliot asks do I need Tiresias
No, I see not the future nor the past but the present
I see heaps of soil in borders
I see migrant workers moving in large numbers
1 had not thought life had undone so many
Those hooded figures, the anonymous
I'think I know him, Listson! I called
The thesis you planted lasted year
Has it begun to sprout?
They wash their hands in soap and water
Pontius Pilatus did that ages back
Later with alchohol



Drip drop drip drop drop drop

What is that which is kept always next to you?
My phone, my only solace

Amazon Prime, Netflix and lot more

My legs yearn to go out, to explore that long walk
Nothing happens, nobody comes,

nobody goes, it's awful.

What is that noise again?

The children must have broken something
My nerves were bad for the last fortnight
Falling states

Italy, Spain, China

The USA, the UK, Iran

All real

Nobody is spared, celebrity and nonentity,
Boris, Tom, Charles

Come, my spade.

The clown has moved on to Italy from Denmark
There is the empty chapel, only the wind’'s home
Mosques awaiting people

The thunder doesn’t speak DA

The temples closed, no darshan

Only Doordarshan

Arun, Nitish and Mukesh are back

After three decades

Such an ennui

Where is the release?

Quem quaeritis?

Where is freedom?

Asato Maa Sadgamaya

Tamaso Maa Jyotir-Gamaya

Mrtyor-Maa Amrtam Gamaya

Eliot smiles and he knows what comes next
ThenIconclude

Shaantih Shaantih Shaantih




phelUsKafterieelinglindeigshoitagelofimedicalfsuppliestandpors
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Infthelwakeloffalcenturysiworsticrisis;ithelill-effectsiof. = -
upisoibadlyiiniorderithe proponentsiofthe
same’to'engagelinproxyiwar:

blame game and mudslinging. The
president of the so-called most
powerful nation in the World, the
US, makes unwarranted remarks
on China’s atrocities. Here comes
the most important aspect to
point out: the rapid rise China as

a global leader of manufacturing
is indeed due to globalisation as

ronically, Corona pandemic

turned to be an eye-opener for the
West as they reel under shortage
of medical supplies at a crucial
juncture. The Chinese domination
in the supply of goods across the
e world caused much worries for

14 the proponents of the Globalisa-

tion, particularly the US. As the

Dr. Dileep M.R.

Pazhassiraja College, Pulpally

ire among the people in the West
against the undue dependence for
medical supplies to China is on the
steady increase, the leaders started

well. Moreover, the rapid spread of
this current pandemic itself is also
a by-product of globalisation since
excessive movement of people



for trade is the prime cause of the
spread of the Covid-19.

Globalisation is certainly a double
edged sword. Amidst a range of
benefits, there are severe conse-
quences as well that are side lined/
neglected by the Capital-loving
leaders and nations. Globalization
paves the way for manufacturing
of goods wherever the cost of
production and resources is the
lowest and then to the free flow of
them across the borders. Having
aplenty of cheap human and other
resources, China got the advantage
and the transnational business

the goods at the lowest cost. Thus,
health products were also started
to produce in China, which offered
production of almost very items
probably at very low cost. Natu-
rally, other nations depended on
China for the products at lower
rates, and now, at the time of a real
and devastating crisis, they realised
the consequences.Let’s peep into
the after-effects of Globalisation in
general.

It was towards the end of the last
century, the new trend in global-
ization became so pervasive that
reshapes the world economy, while
unveiling new, anticipated and un-
anticipated occurrences that would
alter many of our established
norms. As the new economic order
isin place, Capital has utmost sig-
nificance and the control of econo-
mies in almost all societies across
the world in the hands of some
international business giants. The
borders of the countries became

giants moved into China for making
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insignificant for the flow of goods in
and out of the countries. Moreover,
the global market is increasingly
being in the hands of some global
transnational corporations which
have incredible investment capa-
bility, even more than some of the
sovereign countries in the world,
and hence the trend is more of a
kind of corporate globalization.

As China and similar nations of-
fered production space, resources
and capacity at the lowest rates,
transnational corporations rushed
into China for taking the advantag-
es. China too got developed own
corporations that could become
global firms. Sooner, China became
the hub of global manufacturing
and the rest of the world started

to enjoy the luxury of makingin
China at a lower cost. The extreme
consumerism, another outcome
of excessive globalization already
caused severe environmental,
social and cultural repercussions.
While the West blame China for
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widening holes in the Ozone layer
as a result of emissions due to man-
ufacturing of goods and products,
they were also enjoying the luxury
of consuming cheaper products
that were being imported from Chi-
na and other similar nations which
could manufacture at lowest rates.

What does globalization give?

Globalization with its inherited

and intriguing possibilities of
consequences also offers a range
of advantages. Economic growth is
one of the most visible indicators
of its effects. As the countries get
increased amount of investment
and inflow of funds from abroad,
the economy will see growth and
dynamism immediately along

with enhancement in the overall
efficiency. Increase in employment
opportunities is another benefit the
recipient can enjoy.

The pervasiveness of globalization
creates Open societies and econo-
mies in which a freer exchange of
goods, ideas and knowledge will
take place. That will enable the
economy to be dynamic. Further-
more, entrepreneurial activity
enhances along with innovation
and increased rate of creativity in
the business sectors. Moreover, due
to the increasing rate of informa-
tion technology use, the people

become more aware of their rights
and identities. On top of them, the
intellectual property rights (IPR) are
increasingly intact due to the strict
regulations being imposed upon.

While the products are man-
ufactured wherever it is most
convenient to do so will make the
possibility of ‘economy of scale’
maximum. Production in large
quantity certainly reduces the pro-
duction cost substantially. Global
sourcing enables easy availability
of cheapest materials, as well, so
that the production cost can be re-
duced further. Benefit is also there
from manufacturing of products in
less regulated environments where
business resources are cheaper
and easily available. Standardized
products will become available for
the communities in most of the
economies world over and local
business infrastructure gets mul-
tiplied. Moreover, supplementary
and associated business will also
flourish which will have cascading
effects throughout the economy.
Another benefit is that the products
manufactured in a country get a
wider market beyond boundaries.
In general, the greater the growth,
the higher the per capita income
would be at the national level.

The growing concerns of corpo-
rate globalization
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A brief on major consequences
of the excessive globalization is
following.

Threat to sovereignty, and dena-
tionalization

One of the major concerns is

all about the growing power of
transnational corporations and the
consequent threat being posed

to the sovereignty of countries.
Globalization offers the prospect of
a world that will be controlled by
these new economic forces. A few
hundred giant corporate entities
march towards global financial
control spearheaded by the capital
as prime instrument. One of the
primary targets of globalization

is indeed the creation of a global
market in which the significance of
state boundaries fades away. In this
process, the internationalization of
national economic spaces through
growing penetration (inward flows)
and extraversion (outward flows)
will take place. It can sweep away
regulations and undermines local
and national politics, just as the
consolidation of the nation state
swept away local economies, dia-
lects, cultures and political forms.
The expansion and deepening of
multi nationalism with the preva-
lence of transnational corporations
while getting support from global
norms and standards always loom
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large over sovereignty of coun-
tries. In some cases, it can even
influence in shaping the destiny of
various countries especially that
belong to economically disadvan-
taged of less developed countries.
Super national institutions such as
World Trade Organization (WTO)
and International Monetary Fund
(IMF) are backing the global march
of those corporations with the
required rules and regulations that
have global legitimacy. Some of the
former third world countries could
gain much from the globalization
process. At the same time, most of
the poor countries have sunk deep-
er into poverty, as happened in
some African countries. Moreover
the divide between the rich and the
poor countries is getting widened.

Policy modification is another
important aspect of growing glo-
balization. As the market power go
beyond the reach of national gov-
ernments, the large transnational
corporations generate a formidable
lure and appeal among the policy
makers and developers in order to
have favourable policies to create a
convenient business environments
and attempt to ease out regulatory
restrictions towards free flow of
business resources such as money,
labour and the products in and out
of the countries. In the meanwhile

ample pressure would be there

on authorities to make necessary
modifications to attract interna-
tional investment and foreign
direct investment (FDI). This will

be possible only when the national
and local interests of the people
and environment are sidelined es-
pecially those related to the welfare
measures and environmental regu-
lations. It is widely seen now a days
that the authorities are increasingly
being deprived of freedom in terms
of the action they are able to take
in crucial areas such as labor and
environmental legislation. In ad-
dition to sideling or removing the
trade barriers, governments have to
avoid the regulations that protect
local labor, the practice of giving
subsidy to the fledgling or primary
industries and trade protectionism.
Transnational Corporations will

see that the required labour can be
imported or exported at will.

Loss of own land and depletion of
resources

The permeating globalization
leads to increased demands for
critical, finite natural resources
which ultimately lead to resource
crunch which is a pressing reality.
The increasing global competition
for natural resources is a concern
and in the wake of Globalization,
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not just market, but geopolitical
forces are being pressurized to
ensure continued supplies and
controls over critical resources. The
resource utilization issue is more
severe since the production rate is
increasing so fast. Moreover, trans-
national firms are in a hurry to find
out locations where they can make
the products cheaply. This lead to
the identification of poor countries
where they can have production
smoothly and cheaply and the
same poses consequences such as
over exploitation of resources and
disregarding of the local interests.
Moreover the value of the resourc-
es is usually undermined while
highlighting the statistics of growth
and development which is rarely
deep rooted or comprehensive. Its
already an issue that globalization
has dislocated traditional liveli-
hoods and local communities, and
threatens cultural diversity.

Imbalance and inequalities

Globalization impacts countries in
varied manner as not all regions
are affected equally. The developed
regions certainly take the advan-
tages more. Immense riches are
being generated. But fundamental
problems of poverty, exclusion and
inequality persist in spite of the
scope for more economic dyna-




COLLEGE TEACHER | June 2020

mism. Further, corruption is ob-
served to be increasing, particularly
among the so called third world
countries. Globalized production
process is in place, and yet global
poverty still remains a hard nut to
crack. Women, indigenous peoples,
and the working poor without
skills and assets, are among the
most vulnerable.Unemployment
and underemployment remain
stubborn realities for the majority
of the world’s population. Many
reports indicate that poverty in
sub-Saharan Africa is still on the
increase though that region has
been exploited under the globaliza-
tion process. Welfare of the people
is at stake in many occasions when
decision making is undertaken to
favour the incoming corporations.
There is imbalance in the global
rules. Economic rules and insti-
tutions prevail over social rules
and social institutions, while the
effectiveness of existing rules and
institutions themselves are being
tested by current global realities.
Furthermore, it has to be noted
that the poorer societies do not
possess the capabilities and assets
needed to enter into productive
economic transactions internation-
ally. The traditional labour forces
are endangered now. Migration of
labour from traditional sector to
the glamorous jobs gained speed.
This directly impacts the traditional
sectors by missing skilled labour
and in turn leads to increase in pro-
duction cost and eventually those
sectors may face severe existential
crisis. Furthermore migration of
people from rural to urban areas as
well as from one country to another
country is also increasing.

Structural change, without neces-
sary social and economic provi-
sion for adjustment has brought
in uncertainty and insecurity

to workers and businesses that
prevailed in third world societies.
As some countries progress fast,
the inequality between countries
widens further. On top of them,
the inequality inside countries is
also on the increase. It effects on
people, families and communities.

The gap between the poor and
therich is widening further. Hence
it can be summed up that three
kinds of inequalities are there

such as: inequality among people
within nations, inequality between
nations and inequality at global
level among people. Moreover the
bargaining power the labour is lost
as the authorities are liberalizing
the labour policies continually to
attract external economic forces.
Besides, outsourcing has weakened
the labour sector. Permanency
character of the employment is at
stake and instead contract based
temporary job culture is increasing.

Environmental hazards

With its unrestrained pursuit

of profits across the world, the
tyranny of capital in the form of
globalization is certainly a major
contributor to environmental
deterioration. The global firms try
to create more demand, and new
products are created to increase
transaction and sale. This leads to
unsustainable use of resources. At
times governments have to relax
environmental policies and reg-
ulations in favour of the interests
of international forms in order to
attract them for investment. One
important aspect to ponder is the
indifference of transnational corpo-
rations to the environmental values
and sensitivity of local regions.

All other sorts of environmental
consequences of manufacturing
will increase along with the surge in
production and consumption at a
global scale.

Homogenization

Homogenization of culture is
gaining strength along the progress
of globalization. Structures of
modernity (capitalism, industri-
alism, etc.) are spreading world
over, destroying cultures and local
self-determination in the process.
Third world countries are rich

with cultural diversity. But in the
process of globalization, the mighty
culture invades local culture and
slowly becomes the part of the
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culture over there. The western
culture is getting more and more
acceptance in all the societies and
the other cultures are getting less
significance. Everyone conforms to
western ideal which causes the loss
of individual cultures and religions.
The cultural diversity existed in
many third world countries are
endangered now. The modern soci-
eties are in many respects increas-
ingly standardized, predictable,
and uniform and the term ‘McDon-
aldization’ is widely used to refer
this phenomenon. It does not have
a bearing that the whole world will
become a single cultural world,

yet certain elements of day to day
cultural life are getting common in
many societies and the spread of
such is rapid.

Conclusion

The world has seen the repercus-
sions of excessive globalization and
consequent surging consumerism
in myriad ways. Its latest version

is seen when the most powerful
economic giants enter into proxy
war and mudslinging. Some of the
powerful economies have real-

ized the issues of the ill-effects of
globalization well. When the blame
from their own people emanated,
they, led by the US, started blame
game among them. It’s high time to
have a rethink to minimize the im-
pacts and manage the globalization
process in a controlled way.
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