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NATIONALISATION
OF EDUCATION

For the last few decades, the
country has witnessed edu-
cation sector being aggressively
put under severe constraints by
political actors. It is not altogeth-
er a new phenomenon that with
periodical changes in governance
contents of text books also un-
dergoes occasional change. That
happens because like anywhere in
the world, Indian class rooms are
also managed to suit the interests
of the state. But what we see more
recently is that an entire education-
al sector is being made subservient
to a set of extremely narrow polit-
ical paradigms as dictated by the
ruling elites. While the neoliberal
economic reforms on the one side
have stricken deep roots on edu-
cation sector as well, class rooms
get revamped to foster communal
and sectarian social imaginations,
on the other. These combined, put
enormous pressure on our edu-
cation system, as though to force
change the conventional set up,

lock stock and barrel. Considering
also the widening socio-economic
disparities all around, the field

of education is seen hopelessly
gripped reactionary ideologies with
characteristically political, social,
religious or casteist components.

No doubt, education serves an im-
portant political function of repro-
ducing the structures of dominance
in society. Louis Althusser has put
it that education is a form of ideo-
logical training offered by the state
to all members of a society in order
to ensure latter’s collaboration

in reproducing the existing social
order. Following this postulation,
Althusser places education as one
of the ideological state apparatus-
es. However, it is through the same
education that class rooms are
enabled to oppose the dominant
ideologies and effectively displace
them with alternative ideologies.
One can see that the education sys-
tem which was primarily installed

Dr. George Alex
St.Thomas College Kozhencherry
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by the western colonialists to serve
to legitimise imperial designs,
later paved the way for shaking the
foundation of colonial rule in India.
This may be the result of emerg-
ing new consciousness about the
world, which in turn is the outcome
of contradictions between what
was taught there in text books on
the one hand and what the social
reality, on the other, was.

Class rooms are places where the
consciousness about the world
takes shape. Most fascist states
have known this to organize class
rooms accordingly to suit their
interests .When Benito Mussoli-

ni in the fascist Italy started out to
reform education,he had Giovanni
Gentile as his education min-

ister. The latter had famously
proclaimed: ‘We need an education
that empowers the Italian National-
ity’. In a strikingly resonating man-
ner, present incumbents of Human
Resources Ministry in India also
have presented a document which
underscores the urgent need of
total “Bharat-isation “of education!
The very objective of such reforms
is defined as discovering the glori-
ous heritage of Bharat. The reason
of failure of present educational
system of India, according to them,
is ‘extreme westernization’. This
criticism of existing education by
present day reformists is similar

in most aspects to that leveled by
Gentile against education in the
Italy of 1921.

The purpose of this article is to
explore how far NarendraModi’s
team in their pursuit of educational
reforms has absorbed Gentile’s phi-
losophy and theories of education.

Mussolini and the Education Sector
Mussolini started substantial re-
forms in education in 1923. Giovan-
ni Gentile (1875-1944), a philoso-
pher and author of ‘Manifesto of the
Fascist Intellectuals’, prepared the
blue print for educational reforms
in Italy. Writing a foreword to Gen-
tile’s proposals in educational re-
forms, Benedetto Croce acclaimed

it as the ultimate expression of
pragmatism against all hues of ro-
manticism. Gentile was already one
among the most ardent critiques
of prevalent educational system.
Through his proposals for reforms,
he virtually got done away with the
conventional distinction between
‘education’ and ‘instruction’. The
pivotal point of fascist agenda of
educational reforms was indeed,
the idea of ‘Nationalisation of
Knowledge'.

According to Gentile, nationality is
not so much about the reality than
the passion with which we perceive
it. He would rather reject all links of
objectivity and then construe na-
tionality in a purely whimsical way.
While attempting education reform,
Gentile’s framework was funda-
mentally linked to defining nation-
ality in a particular fashion. Nation-
ality does not consist in content
which may of course be varying; it
is about form that a certain content
of human consciousness assumes,
when it is felt to constitute a
nation’s character. Gentile further
says that nationality is constituted
by elements having spiritual basis,
rather than material. ‘Nationality
is not something already built up,
butitisa goal or a probability’,
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Gentile, explains further, citing Ma-
sini, the Italian nationalist’s views.
Masini was not talking about the
real people around him but about
the future people that the Italian
men and women were bound to
create. That, indeed, is a holy idea
comprising the notion of fatherland
to be conquered and ruled by such
people. (See, Govanni Gentile, The
Reform of Education,1921).

Fascists consider nation and
country as different realities. Gen-
tile, the philosopher of fascism
postulated that even when a
country is founded as sovereign
entity, nationality will still have to
be formed. The idea that existence
of nation precedes formation of
any country is rejected by Gentile.
Creation of nationality is placed
rather as a goal to be fulfilled in the
course of a country /state being
built or run in a proper manner.
Nationality is the accomplished self
of entire people of a country bound
together. Hence, people of a strong
nationality should consider it their
duty to identify themselves with
the nation. The making of a nation
would inevitably demand sacrifices
and martyrdom of individuals. The
flag of nationality always flutters as
martyrs offer their lives defending
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it. How people are mandated to
express themselves as they look
toward to the future is the basis

of fascist ideology. While they
espouse the ideology of nation,
even the thoughts on science must
be subordinated to and controlled
by the nationality in question. No
science must be allowed to be pos-
sible to exist beyond the precincts
of nationality. Knowledge cannot
exist differently and independently
of human personality .The concrete
form of one’s personality is his or
her nationality. Hence, no teacher
should be allowed to perceive
knowledge independent of his per-
sonality. Educational or science &
technology institutions must not be
allowed to impart any knowledge
that may be incompatible with na-
tionality. These were the founding
principles on which Gentile built
up the idea of national education,
which in turn, was motivated by
the spiritual essence of father land.
One can see that the idea of na-
tionalising Indian education is also
shaped on similar foundations.

Education for Character Formation
Fascism postulates that human
personality has two mutually
contradicting aspects. One is
‘concrete personality’, and the
other is ‘particular personality’. The
latter is closely stuck to one’s self
consciousness and characterized
by one’s ability to see the self as
distinct from other humans. But,
particular personality finds expres-
sion through one’s self conscious-
ness and will .One acquires his self
consciousness socially; self con-
sciousness is primarily based on
things such as tradition, language,
religious beliefs etc .Therefore,
one’s personality is a thing socially
granted .Man’s desires though
have no limits, such desires can
exist only by being subjected to the
control of reigning forces. Hence,
the ultimate seat available for ful-
fillment of desires is the state itself.
Outside the state, there is no place
for particular personality of indi-
viduals. Similarly, fascism also pro-
claims that it is simply not possible

for people to exist independently
and outside the limits of the nation
concerned. ‘Concrete personality’,
for all practical purposes means
simply the one that merges with
the national identity. Fascism does
not recognize any right for ‘particu-
lar personality’ to exist at all.

Education is a realm of spiritual
activity. Pedagogy is sort of training
given in order to nourish human
personality. The teacher occupies a
very important position here. He is
the embodiment of universal role
model, whose duty is to pour ele-
ments of science, virtuous rituals
and belief systems into the brains
and minds of particular person-
alities. It is so, because the very
objective of education is to mould
efficient and self confident person-
alities. According to Gentile, while
education basically aims to trans-
form the abstract into concrete,
that objective is best accomplished
through metamorphosing partic-
ular personalities into concrete
personalities. The teacher should
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aim for developing the personali-
ties of their students to the utmost
levels. The process of education
should involve causing destruction
of the duality between teacher
and student. Culture being the link
that equips the teacher to lead the
student to accomplishing concrete
personality, it is considered as the
third factor that decisively contrib-
utes in the educational process.

While shaping his educational
project, Gentile had adopted an
idealistic worldview. Following this,
school had to be established within
the bounds of culture. With the de-
velopment and transformation of
culture, schools indeed needed to
undergo changes. He believed that
education getting divorced from
culture was the reason for crisis

of his times. Far from being just
buildings, schools were the centers
of culture, he postulated. Culture
is what people inherit through
traditions, even when people were
ignorant of what exactly was their
culture; it was only within concrete
history the full-fledged devel-
opment of personality could be
possible. Hence, fascist pedagogy
is about human personality thor-
oughly being fused into culture.
The core idea of such education
being manufacturing living culture,
fascist project aims for bringing
forth large collective of culturally

organized individuals.

If one were to ask fascists about the
ultimate objective of education,
their reply would be that education
is nothing but the process of mak-
ing and development of the spirit.
However, Gentile does not offer any
specific definition of spirit. While

it can be seen that he does not
view spirit as some distinct entity
vis a vis body, there are ample
examples for his usage of the term
as synonym for public conscience.
Thus, Gentile while bringing to the
fore the idea of spirit, also would
demolish the duality between mind
and body. Culture is imagined

by him either as a factor which
nourishes the spirit or as the mani-
festation of spirit itself. In a similar
vein, education is also conceived

as neither materially perceivable
nor subject to the purview of laws
applying to the material world. It is
rather like one brought about by a
superman in some mystical man-
ner. Fascist education opens its way
to ‘integral’ method by numerable
approaches. Demolition of differ-
ences between the Intellectual

and ethical contents of pedagogy,
doing away with the distinction
between learning and teaching, etc,
are part of such approach. Such a
scheme of pedagogy will diffuse
even inter- disciplinary borders
between areas of education .Such
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a method will consider material
realities as abstract and ensconced
in spiritual vision. Thus, Gentile’s
education becomes an attempt to
mould ‘concrete personality’ in the
shape of mystical superman, for
which teachers and students are
culturally prepared by means of a
discourse of religiosity .Now, we
shall see how Bharat-ization of edu-
cation in India surprisingly matches
with Gentile’s project. Gentile’s
extreme hatred for conventional
education method on the one hand
and his idea that education was to
be used as the tool to bring about
imaginary man on the other, do
offer several clues about the nature
of rapidly changing scenario in
India’s education.

Bharatisation of Education
Bharatisation of education is not
the unique brainchild of presently
incumbent Modi administration.

In fact, it has been there as an
integral part of the BJP’s political
programme for pretty long time
Attempts toward Bharat-isation of
education were initiated by the BJP
dominated coalition that had been
in power at the centre which pre-
ceded the Congress-led UPA gov-
ernment of 2004. Two successive
UPA governments since then would
rather support the educational
reform, thereby strengthening

the political agenda of BJP. It was
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during Mr MuraliManohar Joshi’s
tenure as education minister in the
first BJP-led NDA government that
Sanskrit began to be taught as a
compulsory subject in schools. Ob-
viously, that was a move to impose
Sanskrit, just because it happened
to be the favorite language of the
ruling elites.

One of the main accusations lev-
eled by the BJP against the existing
education system is that it was
instituted by the western powers

in order to serve the interests of
colonial rule in India. While it is
literally true that Indian students
were able to draw inspiration from
western culture and cultural role
models thanks to lessens taught
from school text books, Bharat-isa-
tion of education aims through
new education policy to offervedas
and puranas as textbooks.Thereby,
the latter approaches education
from the point of view of Indian
spirituality. 2014 election manifesto
of the BJP promises changes in

the education system which would
enable the posterity to take pride in
their tradition. It talks about giving
utmost importance to the school
sector and also rethinking on the
process and content of education
in schools. Among its agenda items
are reforming madrassas and re-
vamping of university education to
replace the UGC system with Higher
Education Commission. Further, it
says that a National Commission
would be appointed by the new
government which would chart out
necessary programmes for thor-
oughly revamping the educational
sector in a span of two years time.
(BJP Election Manifesto of 2014, pp
23-24).

Accordingly, the reforms in higher
education are being led by an
advisory team, which in turn is
under virtual control of the RSS.
DinanathBatra, who played an
influential role at the NCERT
research centre during 1998-2004
had been entrusted with the job
of ‘correcting errors’ in history
texts taught in schools. As lately
as in 2013-14, this professor made

news by coercing Penguin to pulp
all the published copies of Hindus:
An Alternative History authored by
the world acclaimed scholar Wendy
Doniger. Besides, DinanathBatra
has the additional qualifications

of being a member of the central
executive of VidyaBharati . He is
also the chief of educational wing
of the RSS .He himself has authored
many of those ‘infamous Gujarat
text books’. His work ‘Tejomayi
Bharat’is a gem of such text book
which abounds in bizarre claims of
early Indian advancements in sci-
entific field. In TejomayiBharat ,Ba-
tra ‘teaches’ that maharshi vyasa
could create children from a piece
of flesh and that is proof that Indi-
ans invented cloning thousands of
years ago . In a similar vein, citing
the use of pushpakavimana by
Rama, the Hindu God, his text book
tells how early Indians were experts
in aviation. Harshad Shah, who was
amember in the team employed
for examining the worth of these
text books, has gone on record

with this remark, in an interview to
Indian Express: Tejomayi Bharat is
a book that offers to our pupils
insights in culture, patriotism,
spirituality and tradition. The book
has been rendered in a wonderfully
simple language too, to suit the
students.

These books were prepared with a
view to distributing them among
students, free of cost. The Gujarat
government’s text book commit-
tee had selected these text books
written in Hindi and translated to
Gujarati language.

The 31 member ‘Non-Governmen-
tal Committee on Education’ led by
DinanathBatra has been untiringly
at work for three years since it

was established under the aegis of
the RSS. Among its members was
Rajput, a dubious scholar, who

had lost his job as vice chancellor,
when in 2003 he was caught having
plagiarized certain published
academic essays. Texts prepared
by the said committee came to be
widely used not just in Gujarat,

but also in many other states. The
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committee’s proclaimed objective
is producing a pattern of education
that bases itself in the cultural heri-
tage of India. According to this, the
contents of text books were to be
those promoting values of religious
harmony, national integration, and
religious and ethical virtues.

Coming to the textbooks of Gujarat,
itis Lord Siva himself who gives
essential tips on health care.
Bharat-isation of text books is actu-
ally changing to Hinduisation. Hin-
du religious symbols, phrases and
parables become ploys for burying
secularism. There is deliberate
attempt in textbooks to glorify Hin-
duism and to discredit Islam.

What Mussolini -Gentile combine
did in Italy is being repeated here
by Modi -DinaathBatra partnership
through Bharatisation of edu-
cation. Gentile had shown how
classrooms and textbooks could be
manipulated to strengthen Italian
nationalism .Defining nationalism
and culture in a parochial way is
the key element in this project. It

is through a reduction of Indian
culture to Hindu religious con-
sciousness that the BJP govern-
ment undertakes the interpretation
of Indian heritage and nationality.
While representing nationality
through religious icons, Bharat-
isationof education doesn’t take
into account the sentiments of the
religious minorities who are kept
out of its purview. Dinanath pro-
fesses to’ correct’ the wrongs of the
past. It is this tendency to ‘correct’,
“particularly to correct history”,
that the world always has named
fascism. Human being is shaped
through history. Time cannot stand
still to effect any such correction of
bygone eras.

Bharatisation of education, hence,
is a major political intervention
which attempts to root out values
of secularism, scientific spirit, and
rationality.
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Mebusad:

Sreelekshmi A.R.

Sree Sankara Vidyapeetom College
Valayanchirangara, Perumbavoor

As maiden did she serve,
in temple a priestess to Athena.

All for love, was deprived
forever, her charm and grace.

Tresses transformed to slithering snakes,
her gaze turned men to stones.

With weapon ethereal Perseus? slayed
the monster sleeping in cave.

The slayer made the slain a weapon,
and turned Atlas and a few to stone.

He gifted Athena the Gorgon’s head,
after a life full of escapades.

And the goddess set the head severed
upon Aegis the shield and carried!

Strange are the ways of Gods to mortals;
servitude and succour, alive or dead!

Medusa is a Greek mythological figure; she was the daughter of the sea
deities Phorcys and Ceto, alluring maiden with sparkling eyes and won-
drous myriad locks of hair. As priestess in Goddess Athena’s temple, she was
mandated to observe celibacy. On visiting the temple, God Poseidon fell in
love with her. Athena, in her sacred temple, caught the couple in love. In her
fury, charging sacrilege, she cursed Medusa, and turned her into a monstrous
Gorgon, with snakes upon the head in the place of her lustrous hair, and, with
her gaze, men were turned into stones.

Perseus, the son of God Zeus, obtained divine weapon and gifts from Zeus
and other Gods to kill Medusa. Even after killing Medusa, Perseus used the
separated head as a weapon. Later, Medusa’s head was affixed to Athena’s
shield for defence.
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1) The Farmer’s Produce Trade
and Commerce (Promotion and
Facilitation) Bill, 2020.

2) The Farmer’s (Empowerment
and Protection) Agreement

on Price Assurance and Farm
Service Bill, 2020

3) The Essential Commodities
(Amendment) Bill, 2020.
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CORONA ENGENDERS
INFIGHT AMONG
THE PROPONENTS OF
GLOBALISATION

The US, after reeling under shortage of medical supplies and
being proved inefficient in containing the worst hit pandemic of the era,
makes a hue and cry on China’s atrocities.

In the wake of a century’s worst crisis, the ill-effects of globalisation
popped up so badly in order the proponents of the same

Dr. Dileep M.R.

Pazhassiraja College, Pulpally
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to engage in proxy war

ronically, Corona pandemic

turned to be an eye-opener
for the West as they reel under
shortage of medical supplies at
a crucial juncture. The Chinese
domination in the supply of
goods across the world caused
much worries for the propo-
nents of the Globalisation,
particularly the US. As the ire
among the people in the West
against the undue dependence
for medical supplies to China
is on the steady increase, the
leaders started blame game
and mudslinging. The president
of the so-called most power-
ful nation in the World, the US,
makes unwarranted remarks on
China’s atrocities. Here comes

the most important aspect to
point out: the rapid rise China as
a global leader of manufacturing
is indeed due to globalisation as
well. Moreover, the rapid spread
of this current pandemic itself is
also a by-product of globalisa-
tion since excessive movement
of people for trade is the prime
cause of the spread of the
Covid-19.

Globalisation is certainly a
double edged sword. Amidst
a range of benéefits, there are
severe consequences as well
that are side lined/neglected
by the Capital-loving leaders
and nations. Globalization
paves the way for manufactur-
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ing of goods wherever the cost of
production and resources is the
lowest and then to the free flow of
them across the borders. Having
aplenty of cheap human and other
resources, China got the advantage
and the transnational business
giants moved into China for mak-
ing the goods at the lowest cost.
Thus, health products were also
started to produce in China, which
offered production of almost very
items probably at very low cost.
Naturally, other nations depended
on China for the products at lower
rates, and now, at the time of a real
and devastating crisis, they realised
the consequences.Let’s peep into
the after-effects of Globalisation in
general.

It was towards the end of the last
century, the new trend in globali-
zation became so pervasive that
reshapes the world economy, while
unveiling new, anticipated and un-

anticipated occurrences that would
alter many of our established
norms. As the new economic order
isin place, Capital has utmost sig-
nificance and the control of econo-
mies in almost all societies across
the world in the hands of some
international business giants. The
borders of the countries became
insignificant for the flow of goods in
and out of the countries. Moreover,
the global market is increasingly
being in the hands of some global
transnational corporations which
have incredible investment capabil-
ity, even more than some of the
sovereign countries in the world,
and hence the trend is more of a
kind of corporate globalization.

As China and similar nations of-
fered production space, resources
and capacity at the lowest rates,
transnational corporations rushed
into China for taking the advan-
tages. China too got developed own
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corporations that could become
global firms. Sooner, China became
the hub of global manufacturing
and the rest of the world started

to enjoy the luxury of making in
China at a lower cost. The extreme
consumerism, another outcome

of excessive globalization already
caused severe environmental,
social and cultural repercussions.
While the West blame China for
widening holes in the Ozone layer
as a result of emissions due to man-
ufacturing of goods and products,
they were also enjoying the luxury
of consuming cheaper products
that were being imported from Chi-
na and other similar nations which
could manufacture at lowest rates.

What does globalization give?
Globalization with its inherited
and intriguing possibilities of

consequences also offers a range
of advantages. Economic growth is
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one of the most visible indicators
of its effects. As the countries get
increased amount of investment
and inflow of funds from abroad,
the economy will see growth and
dynamism immediately along

with enhancement in the overall
efficiency. Increase in employment
opportunities is another benefit the
recipient can enjoy.

The pervasiveness of globalization
creates Open societies and econo-
mies in which a freer exchange of
goods, ideas and knowledge will
take place. That will enable the
economy to be dynamic. Further-
more, entrepreneurial activity
enhances along with innovation
and increased rate of creativity in
the business sectors. Moreover, due
to the increasing rate of informa-
tion technology use, the people
become more aware of their rights
and identities. On top of them, the
intellectual property rights (IPR) are
increasingly intact due to the strict

regulations being imposed upon.

While the products are man-
ufactured wherever it is most
convenient to do so will make the
possibility of ‘economy of scale’
maximum. Production in large
quantity certainly reduces the pro-
duction cost substantially. Global
sourcing enables easy availability
of cheapest materials, as well, so
that the production cost can be re-
duced further. Benefit is also there
from manufacturing of productsin
less regulated environments where
business resources are cheaper
and easily available. Standardized
products will become available for
the communities in most of the
economies world over and local
business infrastructure gets mul-
tiplied. Moreover, supplementary
and associated business will also
flourish which will have cascading
effects throughout the economy.
Another benefit is that the products
manufactured in a country get a

wider market beyond boundaries.
In general, the greater the growth,
the higher the per capita income
would be at the national level.

. The growing concerns of corpo-
rate globalization

A brief on major consequences
of the excessive globalization is
following.

Threat to sovereignty, and dena-
tionalization

One of the major concerns is

all about the growing power of
transnational corporations and the
consequent threat being posed

to the sovereignty of countries.
Globalization offers the prospect of
a world that will be controlled by
these new economic forces. A few
hundred giant corporate entities
march towards global financial
control spearheaded by the capital
as prime instrument. One of the
primary targets of globalization
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is indeed the creation of a global
market in which the significance of
state boundaries fades away. In this
process, the internationalization of
national economic spaces through
growing penetration (inward flows)
and extraversion (outward flows)
will take place. It can sweep away
regulations and undermines local
and national politics, just as the
consolidation of the nation state
swept away local economies, dia-
lects, cultures and political forms.
The expansion and deepening of
multi nationalism with the preva-
lence of transnational corporations
while getting support from global
norms and standards always loom
large over sovereignty of coun-
tries. In some cases, it can even
influence in shaping the destiny of
various countries especially that
belong to economically disadvan-
taged of less developed countries.
Super national institutions such as
World Trade Organization (WTO)
and International Monetary Fund

(IMF) are backing the global march
of those corporations with the
required rules and regulations that
have global legitimacy. Some of the
former third world countries could
gain much from the globalization
process. At the same time, most of
the poor countries have sunk deep-
er into poverty, as happened in
some African countries. Moreover
the divide between the rich and the
poor countries is getting widened.

Policy modification is another
important aspect of growing glo-
balization. As the market power go
beyond the reach of national gov-
ernments, the large transnational
corporations generate a formidable
lure and appeal among the policy
makers and developers in order to
have favourable policies to create a
convenient business environments
and attempt to ease out regulatory
restrictions towards free flow of
business resources such as money,
labour and the products in and out
of the countries. In the meanwhile
ample pressure would be there

on authorities to make necessary
modifications to attract interna-
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tional investment and foreign
direct investment (FDI). This will

be possible only when the national
and local interests of the people
and environment are sidelined es-
pecially those related to the welfare
measures and environmental regu-
lations. It is widely seen now a days
that the authorities are increasingly
being deprived of freedom in terms
of the action they are able to take
in crucial areas such as labor and
environmental legislation. In ad-
dition to sideling or removing the
trade barriers, governments have to
avoid the regulations that protect
local labor, the practice of giving
subsidy to the fledgling or primary
industries and trade protectionism.
Transnational Corporations will

see that the required labour can be
imported or exported at will.

Loss of own land and depletion of
resources

The permeating globalization
leads to increased demands for
critical, finite natural resources
which ultimately lead to resource
crunch which is a pressing reality.
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The increasing global competition
for natural resources is a concern
and in the wake of Globalization,
not just market, but geopolitical
forces are being pressurized to
ensure continued supplies and
controls over critical resources. The
resource utilization issue is more
severe since the production rate is
increasing so fast. Moreover, trans-
national firms are in a hurry to find
out locations where they can make
the products cheaply. This lead to
the identification of poor countries
where they can have production
smoothly and cheaply and the
same poses consequences such as
over exploitation of resources and
disregarding of the local interests.
Moreover the value of the resourc-
es is usually undermined while
highlighting the statistics of growth
and development which is rarely
deep rooted or comprehensive. Its
already an issue that globalization
has dislocated traditional liveli-
hoods and local communities, and
threatens cultural diversity.

Imbalance and inequalities

Globalization impacts countries in
varied manner as not all regions
are affected equally. The developed

regions certainly take the advan-
tages more. Immense riches are
being generated. But fundamental
problems of poverty, exclusion and
inequality persist in spite of the
scope for more economic dyna-
mism. Further, corruption is ob-
served to be increasing, particularly
among the so called third world
countries. Globalized production
process is in place, and yet global
poverty still remains a hard nut to
crack. Women, indigenous peoples,
and the working poor without
skills and assets, are among the
most vulnerable.Unemployment
and underemployment remain
stubborn realities for the majority
of the world’s population. Many
reports indicate that poverty in
sub-Saharan Africa is still on the
increase though that region has
been exploited under the globaliza-
tion process. Welfare of the people
is at stake in many occasions when
decision making is undertaken to
favour the incoming corporations.
There is imbalance in the global
rules. Economic rules and insti-
tutions prevail over social rules
and social institutions, while the
effectiveness of existing rules and
institutions themselves are being
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tested by current global realities.
Furthermore, it has to be noted
that the poorer societies do not
possess the capabilities and assets
needed to enter into productive
economic transactions internation-
ally. The traditional labour forces
are endangered now. Migration of
labour from traditional sector to
the glamorous jobs gained speed.
This directly impacts the traditional
sectors by missing skilled labour
and in turn leads to increase in pro-
duction cost and eventually those
sectors may face severe existential
crisis. Furthermore migration of
people from rural to urban areas as
well as from one country to another
country is also increasing.

Structural change, without neces-
sary social and economic provi-
sion for adjustment has brought
in uncertainty and insecurity

to workers and businesses that
prevailed in third world societies.
As some countries progress fast,
the inequality between countries
widens further. On top of them,
the inequality inside countries is
also on the increase. It effects on
people, families and communities.
The gap between the poor and
the rich is widening further. Hence
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it can be summed up that three
kinds of inequalities are there

such as: inequality among people
within nations, inequality between
nations and inequality at global
level among people. Moreover the
bargaining power the labour is lost
as the authorities are liberalizing
the labour policies continually to
attract external economic forces.
Besides, outsourcing has weakened
the labour sector. Permanency
character of the employment is at
stake and instead contract based
temporary job culture is increasing.

Environmental hazards

With its unrestrained pursuit

of profits across the world, the
tyranny of capital in the form of
globalization is certainly a major
contributor to environmental
deterioration. The global firms try
to create more demand, and new
products are created to increase
transaction and sale. This leads to
unsustainable use of resources. At
times governments have to relax
environmental policies and reg-
ulations in favour of the interests
of international forms in order to
attract them for investment. One
important aspect to ponder is the
indifference of transnational corpo-
rations to the environmental values
and sensitivity of local regions.

All other sorts of environmental
consequences of manufacturing

will increase along with the surgein
production and consumption at a
global scale.

Homogenization

Homogenization of culture is
gaining strength along the progress
of globalization. Structures of
modernity (capitalism, industri-
alism, etc.) are spreading world
over, destroying cultures and local
self-determination in the process.
Third world countries are rich

with cultural diversity. But in the
process of globalization, the mighty
culture invades local culture and
slowly becomes the part of the
culture over there. The western
culture is getting more and more
acceptance in all the societies and
the other cultures are getting less
significance. Everyone conforms to
western ideal which causes the loss
of individual cultures and religions.
The cultural diversity existed in
many third world countries are
endangered now. The modern soci-
eties are in many respects increas-
ingly standardized, predictable,
and uniform and the term ‘McDon-
aldization’ is widely used to refer
this phenomenon. It does not have
a bearing that the whole world will
become a single cultural world,

yet certain elements of day to day
cultural life are getting common in
many societies and the spread of
such is rapid.
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Conclusion

The world has seen the repercus-
sions of excessive globalization and
consequent surging consumerism
in myriad ways. Its latest version

is seen when the most powerful
economic giants enter into proxy
war and mudslinging. Some of the
powerful economies have real-

ized the issues of the ill-effects of
globalization well. When the blame
from their own people emanated,
they, led by the US, started blame
game among them. It’s high time to
have a rethink to minimize the im-
pacts and manage the globalization
process in a controlled way.
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overview

Poisonous plants are those
plants which have some
means to deter predators

from consuming them. There
are a large number of plants
around us which are considered
as poisonous. They cause
problems through physical
contact, ingestion, absorption
or inhalation. Their mode of
action varies depending upon
the plant type and the mode of
interaction. Poisonous plants
can lead to harmful effect or
death either immediately or by
reason of cumulative action of
toxic property due to presence
of known or unknown chemical
substances in it.
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As plants lead a sedentary life
style, they have physical defence
structures such as thorns,

spines and prickles etc. too.

But, the most common type

of protection adopted by such
plants is chemical method that
affects the predator through
contact poisoning. When the
chemical which is presentin

the plant comes in contact with
the body, it is absorbed into the
skin thereby causing chemical
irritation. For example, in the
case of plants like poison ivy, the
irritating chemical compound,
urushiol causes skin irritation.
Polyacetylenes found in the
order Asterales and tannins etc
also help the plantin defence.
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Some plants are light sensitive and
become irritants only when they
are exposed to sunlight. Plants
such as nettles have sharp edges or
thorns that can break the skin and
introduce their toxins through the
wound or mechanical injury.

Toxic Principles of Plants:

Toxic principles of plants vary
from simple salts to complex
molecules.

Some of the major plant toxins or
phytotoxins comprise a vast range
of biologically active chemical
substances, such as alkaloids,
polypeptides, amines, glycosides,
oxalates, resins, toxalbumins and
a large group of miscellaneous
compounds.

Most of the poisonous plants
have bad taste that often prevent
the animal from ingesting it. The
timing of ingestion is also critical.
The concentrations of toxic
constituents in plants can vary
during different stages of growth
of the plant. Toxicity depends on
the environmental factors too.
For example during drought,
concentration of the toxin may
get increased there by increasing
toxicity.

Some common poisonous
plants:

Castor oil plant (Ricinus
communis- Avanakku)

Several toxic compounds are
found in seeds, flowers and leaves.
Chewing and swallowing a few
seeds can cause severe nausea,
vomiting, diarrhoea and abdominal
pain. Ricinoleic acid is the primary
component of castor oil. Ricin
(glycoprotein) is found in highest
concentration in the seeds and the
toxin is released when chewed.
Toxic effects appear within a few
hours and is generally fatal. Birds
that eat the seeds will be affetced
because their muscular stomach
grind the seeds to release the
toxins. The leaves of the castor
bean plant are also poisonous
causing transitory muscle tremors,
ataxia, and excessive salivation.

Coral tree (Erythrina sp-
Murukku)

The leaves, bark and seeds

are poisonous. The seeds are
particularly toxic for children and
can cause shortness of breath,
cyanosis (when the skin gets a blue
tint because there’s not enough
oxygen in the blood), weakness and
light-headedness.

Common or pink oleander
(Nerium oleander- Arali) and
yellow oleander (Thevetia
peruviana- Manja arali)

Every part of these shrubs,
including the seeds roots etc is
poisonous. Oleander contains
cardiac glycosides oleandrin and
oleandrigenin, which acts on
myocardium causing fibrillation
and collapse. It can cause a burning
sensation in the mouth, nausea,
vomiting, diarrhea, weakness,
headache, stomach pain, serious
heart problems, seizures and coma
which can lead to death. Oleander
can cause skin irritations, severe
eye inflammation, pain in the oral
cavity, nausea, emesis, abdominal
pain, cramping, and diarrhea too.

Deadly nightshade (Atropa
belladonna- Hridhayapathram)

Atropa causes anticholinergic
mechanism in human body, which
can affect the central and the
peripheral nervous system. The
attractive round purple/black
berries on this plant are highly
toxic. Its toxicity leads to many
symptoms such as tachycardia, dry
skin, hallucination, mydriasis and
choreoathetoid movements.

Golden dewdrop (Duranta erecta-
Manikya chempazhuka)

This is a common self-sown weed
with pretty but poisonous leaves
and berries. If eaten, the fruit can
cause gastro-intestinal irritation,
vomiting, diarrhoea, drowsiness,
convulsions, fast heart rate, fever
and in some cases death.

Rhus or wax tree (Toxicodendron
succedaneum- Chippamaram)

Also known as poison ivy, this plant
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can trigger strong allergic reactions
in many people like rashes,
redness, itchiness, blisters etc.
Avoid contact with even clothing
or tools or exposure to sawdust or
ash from the plant. Wear protective
clothing while cutting the plant.

White cedar tree (Melia
azedarach- Malaveppu)

This is a native tree. Eating the
fruits can cause nausea, vomiting,
diarrhoea, lethargy, confusion,
coma and seizures.

Angel’s trumpet (Brugmansia
genus- Ummata)

All parts of Brugmansia are
potentially poisonous including
the flowers, seeds, leaves and
nectar. Brugmansia are rich

in scopolamine (hyoscine),
hyoscyamine, and several other
tropane alkaloids which can lead
to anticholinergic toxidrome and
delirium. Effects of ingestion

can include paralysis of smooth
muscles, confusion, tachycardia,
dry mouth, constipation, tremors,
migraine headaches, poor
coordination, delusions, visual and
auditory hallucinations, mydriasis,
rapid onset cycloplegia and
eventually death

Arum lily (Zantedeschia
aethiopica)

All parts of the plant can cause
irritation and pain in the mouth
when chewed.

Belladonna lily, naked lady
(Amaryllis belladonna)

The sap and bulb, leaves or flowers
are toxic. Chewing or ingestion of
the bulbs are often fatal. Symptoms
include mild vomiting, diarrhea,
gastrointestinal trembling and
convulsions. Toxicity is due to
lycorine (an emetic) and small
amounts of alkaloids.

Dumb cane (Dieffenbachia)

It'sa common indoor plant. Eating
this plant can irritate the mouth
and cause swelling. The poisonous
effect of the dieffenbachia is due
to needle-shaped oxalate crystals,
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(oxalic acid) as well as asparagines,
a protein found in the plant. When
the leaf is chewed, these crystals
cause a burning sensation.

Euphorbia genus

The sap from these common plants
can cause severe pain and injury

to the eyes. Also known as spurge
and milkweed, this genus includes
Poinsettia, a popular Christmas
plant.

Lantana camara- Nattapuchedi

All parts of this flowering shrub,
especially the green berries are
supposed to cause stomach pains,
jaundice and muscle weakness.
But, some studies show that
Lantana is not toxic to humans. Its
toxicity to livestock such as cattle,
sheep, horses, dogs and goats is
well known. L. camara also excretes
allelopathic chemicals, which
reduce the growth of surrounding
plants by inhibiting germination
and root elongation.

Grevilleas (especially ‘Robyn
Gordon’ and Robusta)

Some Grevillea species can lead to
allergic itching, redness and rashes
when come in contact.

Datura (Devil’s Trumpets-
Ummam)

All the species of Datura are
poisonous in nature. The seeds and
flowers are more poisonous. Datura
use is known for feverish state and
even death.

« Gloriosa superba (Glory lily-
Kithonni)

Itis a poisonous plant that contains
high levels of lethal alkaloids,
colchines and gloriocine. Every
part of the plant is poisonous,
especially the tuberous rhizomes.
Itis fatal if ingested. The plant

has been used as a mercy killing
plant to sickly animals. Within a
few hours of ingestion of the toxic
amount of the plant material a
victim may experience nausea,
vomiting, numbness and tingling
around the mouth, burning
sensation in the throat, abdominal

pain and bloody diarrhoea that
leads to dehydration, acidosis

and cell death. The toxic
syndrome progresses leading

to rhabdomylosis, respiratory
depression, hypotension,
coagulopathy, haematuria, altered
mental status, seizures, coma and
ascending polyneuropathy.

« Abrus precatorius (Coral bead
vine- Kunni)

It is commonly known as
kunnikkuru in vernacular language
is toxic due to the presence of a
lectin poison called abrin, so toxic
that, if swallowed or chewed, it will
result in almost immediate death.
Abrin is one of the most lethal
known poisons, inducing severe
vomiting, high fever, drooling,
highly elevated levels of nervous
tension, liver failure, bladder
failure, bleeding from the eyes, and
convulsive seizures.

In addition to the ones mentioned,
cacti and some fleshy bodied
plants with white latex are seen to
be highly poisonous.

Even, some of the common healthy
fruits like apple are poisonous

if seeds are the part that we
consume, that too, by chewing. It is
due to the presence of amygdalin
in apple seeds. Each seed normally
contains only a small amount of
amygdalin. Therefore, consumption
of a very huge quantity of seeds
only lead to health hazard. But,
this is not the same with all plants
because in some, very small
quantities can pose very significant
health risks.

Diagnosis of plant poisoning

The diagnosis of plant poisoning

is a little difficult. The procedure
involves synthesis of history,
clinical signs, pathological findings,
test results, response to therapy
and professional judgement. Given
below are a few spot tests used for
the diagnosis of some of the plant
poisons.

1. Identifying the presence of
Nitrite.
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(a) Diphenylamine blue test
(b) Starch lodine test

2. Identifying the presence of
Cyanides/cyanogentic glycosides.

(a) Picrate test.

3. Identifying the presence of
Oxalates.

4. Detection of Glycosides of
Kaner (Certerine/Thevetin)

5. Detection of Ratti needles (Abrus
precatorius poisoning)

6. Identifying the presence of
Alkaloids.

7. Identifying the presence of
Tannins.

8. Identifying the presence of
Saponins.

9. Pupillary dilation (mydriasis)
test for the detection of Dhatura
poisoning.

10. Potassium dichromate test for
Strychnine/Nux Vomica poisoning.

Challenges in Plant poisoning
treatment

First of all, it is difficult to diagnose
plant poisoning. So many plants
around us are poisonous. Because
of biodiversity, it is very difficult

to give precise information about
variety of toxic principles contained
in plant species. Combined efforts
of phyto-chemists, biochemists,
veterinarians are needed for

more efficient mechanism for the
identification of poisonous content
in plants. Ingestion of many plants
produce non-specific clinical signs
that may be difficult to be identified
from other disease conditions. In
addition, death due to toxic plant
ingestion often does not result in
characteristic post-mortem lesions.
Relatively few tests are available to
detect plant toxins in either ante-
mortem or post-mortem samples.
Usual method followed is finding
the plant fragments in vomitus or
gastrointestinal tract samples and
correlating with the suspected
plant by chemical analysis.

Also, there are only a few antidotal
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Poisonous plants

Euphorbia genus Lantana camara Grevillea robusta
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therapies for treating plant
poisonings too. The commonest
method for treating intoxicated
animals is to adopt methods to
eliminate the plant parts from the
gastrointestinal tract.

Medicinal applications of
Poisonous plants

Almost all the plants identified as
poisonous are found to be having
medicinal properties too, but

in very small quantities. Some
examples are site below,

Gloriosa has anti-cancer activity
and is an antiproliferative agent. It’s
also used as a tonic, anti-periodic,
anthelmintic, and laxative. The
tuberis used in the treatment

of bruises, colic, chronic ulcers,
haemorrhoids, cancer, arthritis,
swellings of the joints, sprains and
dislocations. It is used as antidote
to snakebites. The active ingredient
colchicine is used in the treatment
of gout and rheumatism. This

plant has still more therapeutic
applications.

Nerium oleander is proved to
have cardio-tonic effects, anti-
inflammatory and anti-leprosy
effects. Oleandrin is used for
treating cardiac conditions in
patients who cannot tolerate
digitalis. Leaves are used as
diuretic, antibacterial, and as
antidote to snake-bite. The roots
are used for treating cancer, ulcers
and leprosy.

Abrus precatorius

Abrus precatorius seeds, leaves
and roots are used to treat many
ailments, mainly scratches, sores,
wounds, leucoderma, tetanus and
rabies and chronic eye diseases
like trachoma. Tribal community
use the powdered seeds as oral
contraceptives.

Datura (Devil’s Trumpets) leaves
are used to treat heart problems,
alleviate palpitation and
hypertension, earache etc. It is also
used to treat respiratory problems
an asthm. Both scopolamine and
atropine are used as sedatives

and sometimes helps in curing

of motion sickness, nausea and
dizziness.

Prevention of Plant Poisoning

Be careful while selecting indoor
plants. If not sure about the toxicity
of plant, either do not keep inside
or keep away from the reach of
the children. Give warning to
children not to put any plant parts
in the mouth. Tendency to suck
nectar from all flowers should

be discouraged. Avoid burning
toxic plant materials as the toxins
may enter the system through
inhalation.
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Breaks
chain

GOVERNMENT OF KERALA
Abstract
Higher Education Department — COVID 19 — Universities, All Government College
(Arts & Science), Aided Colleges, Government Controlled Self Financing Colleges
including all professional colleges under Higher Education Department — the period of
payment for hostel fee & library fine - Extended — Orders issued.

HIGHER EDUCATION ( K ) DEPARTMENT

G.O (Rt) No.1328/2020/ H.Edn. Dated, Thiruvananthapuram, 23/10/2020.

Read:- G.O.(Rt)No0.521/2020/H.Edn Dated 13-04-2020

ORDER

In view of the COVID 19 Pandemic, as per the Government Order read
above Government have exempted hostel fee and library fine to the students of
Universities, State Government Colleges, Aided Colleges, Government Controlled
Self Financing Colleges including all Professional Colleges coming under Higher
Education Department from 23.03.2020 to 15.05.2020.

Government are now pleased to extend the period of exemption from
payment of hostel fee & library fine to the students of Universities, State
Government Colleges, Aided Colleges, Government controlled self financing
Colleges including all Professional Colleges coming under the Higher Education
Department till, the Colleges reopen on or after 01.11.2020.

This shall not be valid for final year students who will have to pay their
dues before leaving the College.

(By Order of the Governor)
THARUNLAL.S
JOINT SECRETARY

To
The Director of Collegiate Education, Thiruvananthapuram.
The Director of Technical Education, Thiruvananthapuram.
The Director, Institute of Human Resource Development, Prajoe Towers,
Vazhuthacaud, Thiruvananthapuram
The Director of LBS Centre, Thiruvananthapuram
The Director, Centre for Continuing Education Kerala, Anathara Lane,
Charachira, Kowdiar P.O., Thiruvananthapuram - 3
The Principal, Law College, Thiruvananthapuram/Ernakulam/
Thrissur/Kozhikode.
The Registrar,University of Kerala, Thiruvananthapuram/ M.G.University,
Kottayam/Sree Sankaracharya University Sanskrit, Kalady, Ernakulam/Cochin
University of Science and Technology,Kochi/Calicut University, Malappuram
/Kannur University, Kannur/Malayalam University, Thirur/National University of
Advanced Legal Studies,NUALS Campus, H.M.T. Colony P.O., Kalamassery,
Ernakulam/A P J Abdul Kalam Technological University, College of Engineering
Campus, Thiruvananthapuram
The Member Secretary, Kerala State Higher Education Council, KSSTM
Campus, Vikas Bhavan P.O., Thiruvananthapuram
The Director, K.R. Narayanan National Institute of Visual Science & Arts,
Thekkumthala, Kottayam, Kerala — 686 585
www.highereducationkerala.gov.in
Information and Public Relations Department (for uploading in
Govt.website)
Stock File/Office Copy
Forwarded/By Order

.
-

Section Officer
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