COLLEGE TEAcinﬁ

ISSN 2454-4795 a monthly journal of the all kerala prlvate colleqe teachers' association

1

.E. J&

= "--“-—

T
B A



EDITORIAL BOARD

Editor
Dr. A.S. Sumesh

Special Editor
Subin Varghese

Managing Editor
Dr. K.R. Kavitha

Assistant Editors
Drz. Sony John
Dr. N. Renuka

Members
Prof. Jogy Alex
Dr. C. Padmanabhan
Dr. M. Sreekumar
Dr. Sheela M. Joseph
Prof. A.G.Oleena
Prof. Pramod Vellachal
Dr. Vidhu Narayan
Dr. Vysakhan Thambi
Shyla Hameed
Dr. Arya Gopi
Dr. Myna Umaiban
Sona P.

Dr. M.R.Rajesh
Abhilash T.
Harinarayanan S.
Subin Varghese
Bineesh E.K.

Dr. Santhosh Kumar Vallikkat
Reeja Jose P
Dr. Seetha Vijayakumar
V H Nishad

Design : Jwala Creatives
Cover Courtesy: ANI

AKPCTA State Committee Office
Mathrubhumi Road,
Vanchiyoor, Thiruvananthapuram-35
Ph: 0471-2463494
Fax: 0471-2468984
Mobile: 09495425219
collegeteacheredt@gmail.com
www.akpcta.in

Views expressed by individuals in the
journal are their own and need not
necessarily be taken as policy of the

Association.

Edited, Printed and Published by
Dr. C.Padmanabhan, AKPCTA State
Committee Office, Vanchiyoor, TVPM-35.

B opiepiloed

B 3600 UOW 6615 &I0a2ileEa61e!
ew). ml. alORMIRMD

m Silence is Violence
Indu Peter

B 220720616870 WIaOlTYUJo
). [niflai®)2)3 66

B 2,00 2/l@60R(0

ARV ¢RI

213000M CQIM@T
oqnley)atismm Saa3asolod

m qmiel (@eesi®) 3fialelens
WM CRIMaL

B LEARN, UNLEARN AND RELEARN
Joji Panicker

B 86500

0c20M M. as:. ail.

B Hurdles to Justice
Dr. Surabhi Muth S

m @21 (Y30l6on"
e, enmend .

m 200l
&el menm

B 20:08] 207007 @BalCH06876@6Mo
. ail. RVEMIDLIM

B Re/presentation of women in the folklores of Gujarat

Dr. Muralikrishnan T.R.

B coeiled alswim ailzlramo
ew). 0lm ag. ado.

10
15
19
22
33
36
31
38
40
)|

o1



ag)lenonlwmd

Iel afllwemleje MIURILINGHNIS GRIDHo AfleNgo aleil
LY ®S6831W10186300. al*@1@3 Mo afllElaNmow
oawellwlejo @alomlelo 21alle VAN EROS @GO
af) ™I B@3 GEIWITMAIM” HF1EIH1B1HBM0. WERLOJo
aflalemI@eS AENEEBBo GRMIOHM MSEBS1 MOSHI R0
WIGBaN af)B:1ejo §21QOMIBIEBHWQo &10M4{10]6685:00
921Q)cd 2 M@V ELRHOMO @YAINDI0J0 BRYB:00HHWo.
M0a0210Y6BBBOS adBR@VI@ @RE10A] 2l Eelds:e
alBHH MAOMR ISV ER@IRIAUMOMIH MEIW VI
WD HOB GaldBo Q60T o_ﬂshdacﬁ)oma“ aJ®© MSEROS
(ma(smjosmgd @SEERHQ0 H21QA1H3M0.  EHAA’ 19 @00
Qls] MIWIDHOSB/ ol IDHOS BIGEIGANIW] Mo @]
@1J01QEHWIEM. alfIDo o DIV MBQ 28060 |SHEWI
2 JMOIILOMo 621 ISHEWI @RYEM. MONHSWIM” @M
DRI HEMIB MVIWID® @1B12|016010)O 36N AMVICEL O
aflzy MOMIMQo (@JEeNEMEBEIA|HS MMSIG (@ )aIdmY o)’
256aE10101es8M®. HHRAMNBHA0Q o QO1HSeS (GHWEWD
aH1O© (O] @ILNIBLOYOBIEYDS alM: MYailandado m]
BRI o JONW GLIOMo af)aD” afltdinla IlEH0000 MAIRHS”
@RMOVIMNo HFIAOMIBISBND. af)eld BRAMOCMIEjo MV
04(JB20® B@ MVIBI0Y MSo MABH” QIIU3IMo 2IQEdH06ME”
MNVoQIIBEEBREOS O1MUWIMRHTD @HAN @&:1So AGTHBM
&HOYWIM”~ Mo N @SEEIWIRLBIMN®” . AlEH(315:@]
ABHQo RMIWaI®IAUTIINCIIBHQo HalQ MAQHS Vo
QIBEBBOS alGlTVEEEBUE MRS MaHMWILBSI. MoPLISMI
JAIB@DMODIEje MVOPadld: MSeOaISE)REIRjo GORIBRSOS
@JAIBGM AEHAI OBHINE Mo BMSIHWSEMAUODIMo MO
@9 Malfea ISOMIM H¥loflel. wlelgod m"kzsﬂuooa@moﬂmg
af)elo o 10181 HE8Wo @1@12J016100) HHH0ME0AIMo MAAE'S
WZQ@3 B0V Q018 (Balna S, 2aN® afl330840
O3 F100 MIQAN  AVAG:ILIT” BREEBVQ0 LRIV HOI
W1B1H5HIM MAHH HFICWEDNE. MVPano MRS Mlam”
QD BSHEBMDo @D @OANWIED .

a@)uwlnd
collegeteacheredt@gmail.com
9744168522



GENERAL SECRETARY’S PAGE

cawd. avl. alommMIcM

3200Mo0 IOV NS
00Ul CaGIAl

O al@laH 568U

MSa (121066003 HAIMIAN
BOMIW]H:0015:UdH6  WIWI
2] M1V B DalGBUdR6ME.
BNE1§B8®1@ HAla) aBQ0jo
3@enIeImo BA1EMNIW B@3
AYEMO® aMAV]GI 06NV
@68BU3 MSa[lRIEHIM Gald
&N alQlaH 50063303 QJIY®
AAMOW af)BBOM NIdW]HB0
af)am’ BAIMWIM@3 3HI6MIMAIGM”
»IaTwlg] B8eeMIW]H:01HE8IS”
@RYNIYDYOSAND. @) QIS He
DD af)AMELLJo BMNFo
OME00JEMI?7 MVIMMo RTAUNDH®
Qo BONITHVWWo HSMD@I o |l
S101219661 TVEATIaHUBORIW)

210N@o MWIE9I3 Jay®
a10laH 000 BPWINS MVa0IW]
H63CMI? HODMINBHWIEN BOEMI
WHIQ1HHUB3HS” @R)YODAIR1EUdI
WMo woawle] MBEEUT1 )
Gal0B6ERUI.

3@RYQIMNE” allamls malellent
003 MW6BBUY MINYWIG3 @RYHO
HVIHBHWIEM” 30013 O
alsavlvlcelss” @ss1ase
a)aM GaldBj0 WA IWIM3
HANHO @RAITVNWTG3 QIS
200 OMO0 o l0WH MVOWSAE.
ANoNw §ald®ENILID VNIl
meeBgloel 21MENIB @3
MSOMOo QYOINIW]HU3 QOO

@) alS1HWIM3 HalSo. af)aNIM@I
aJOMA TVIMIGC 1 Mo
2MVH|DIOO1DRIW GR®IHY
2)LQIM (DN 2 JOHTMSOID)
D2|OBHAOD EALIL! aB®I6TD”
af)amn” 6210312]0@3 RO AN
S HhIBQaH1HEAAILI BRYHEMAD”
MIAYWWo al0WIMD MOWldRo.
@PAN1OSWIEM” NITWIR] oJens]
#996Ma] alEnEE1EA AN’ @RAI
@6S MEILIMINIW &lafo
8BS IMTSBAN® . af)OMIG @1
2o BDBROVIB:EOAI” al0OWES
MANIWHS HOBaH 1D CRaILIN
201 MITWAAg PAN” enI1LIE:Ud
2103210003168 @aI®Glallaf’
aldMIEHHWSHBEMIIUT B (3



MURHHITo BRNOM M NHEAN
o220 11 Qo ANMAVIT3 BHeNE®”
»IBaHUHEOILINW BRYUYHW]a)’
901270IMo MS@HAN 2 leNBEO]
@00 @RE| 00laf ¢3Idq|60g"
BlamIHOWIM ag)IM@IEM”
MO HENGTHBAN WILNOA®NYo.
@RANI0IY E1aMIBHS” DN
Q100 @ald:aM EMSEBBGo @PAIAG
B9 HINIWINAI 2 l0A301EH0
2JaHEMo ©21QOM H1FAM oD
@RAINVEBE @M BH@BAVA
B9IB MIL|0YaJB0lo @REMIaH]
ABAND . HBaUDHBESWQYo @REDI
S0alo )HIBaH1HERRILIHW

@R UYWaf 2T1ANABIN GHISTH
EMINM” DANIBNIBHSQo 21
QIG3(@JUOMEBBUE MBAQ3 GRIAW]
MAHHIRO alBleMM @3
AGBD AaHOED GREAL.

&oH1, 5HBaH1GH|M allalem
Mo af)MI1AIQAIW]T MNINLOAS
2O BOBAWIMaBIYHU3 2020
(&6 MMV 0 JOMa|SaNa|o
@3 OILRYOMIHAIMo MIAIW]
HBaHUD (JEGAHHUIREBRUY BROGEER
0. a)IMI@3 DD (0 JEMHUIB6B3
08 al0@S @Tommamhdanﬂ;om”
B0QWIMaBIYBHUIHS ald@o
@RAIYIAAI QIYOITNNGUE ualo
£ |SOMIN8 D@G:M mMILlHUd
@O HHINZAUDHXIE
CHBMVAINIAB D2lQD. BAHY
WIMYEBBOSYo DDA Bt
2@ aIIMEBBHSWQ BRAINOYNITY
B980S algle01e8 Mmoo m0g]
@00l mo@mﬂd@mg(‘m@”l(‘rogg
al@lW] af)SODHSQAN QIYRINUO
@IEM” O™ mﬂ%gda;gﬂom aBlQ0Jo
(J®ICLIAEHOMIW QIY0ITUN.
@REMINSIa]o H0IB BynH1He
MWW alBlOGH DO D
ABHQO HoU1QYAOW] MITWSa g
MoMUNIMEBBEHS MVAIEUAH
@RWI1HIVEBBUD 2f)SOID) HBWVYH:
Qo 6219 (JIY® mﬂ%goe;ua. ad
(6«%16)m®“%|”, HO6eIaD, ng)mﬂmg“
MNYRIGTIOBHHU DO IHBHQo
@P@AIET AUMHIS B2]QUSEHIAB
B30 E»0B|60Q” B1amoBHs0
HHBoHHOO MIBENIIWo 2jaH6Mo
621QOMSBS @PAITVAO BGBHB

Qo alQ)d af) NI’ OV
anilelss1od @rsEr1w alnIcun
HBHS WINIBDMO LldHo. &HBaH
SHOHO MDD §o M @I
af)an @RAIB0000QI030 AAN]TI HAI
2]ODI6NE” BRAIOO HON BSOS

B §ad], 5B DB HI
gjam alalemmo ag)oml
QU@32IW] IO RIS
230m3 823 wlmadauy
& Ud 2020 §936M 22Mo
al}06aisyalajo
2O @D PIN (OMIH2I
Mo MRAUIWI &:@aHH
(I BUIREOBUD @O
G600 ag)MI@D 0
((JCEHHUIREBOS aldGS
@RAIMEMI2J10BHI6mS
BB WM B VB> 1D E5)
aldRo @RAIWI6LI
QM0 S 03 uale
ORISIOMIMD O BN
enilg)y o ud e

O BIMBINUE]B®WIENM
CH(MBIVAHIA 621
©. SHEIQ Hjadles M|
W2alR2IW al@lEOW
DO BN W30 B>faH]
W22 eiCwerIS
MoMNIMEDBRSAS
m1GURaY @RUIB:IE
60B3UD a§)S}ODBBW)
& W0 O)2IWY).

£210030 |S1WIGRIGH" O HINFQIOI
AO@ AN AIYOITVOBU3H6 @
11HI00 BMSH af)AN@IWIHBAN
alrL@]. age0 aralnEalnIcuN
U3 DUIOBHISBAMN JIY® onil
%oe;aﬁ QloRal01EUOWMPOW]

September 2020 Com[TﬁE“éKﬁTEACHER

IROa3low)” 300191Hu3H6 15003
Galdejo MABHHIB ®™QYI0IWlel.

& BaHHANGBEL QIYOITUOHUE DU
DHHIBIAN GALI0EMD 6NU1E1HUD
aldMVIBN] af)SHENIM )HI6M g
@15H00Jo  @RAILIoMIT ] GRMY
Ao 2MIWal®N@GBELAIW NI
n0jo @hajo @RalLIaIMTWAI
6M’. GAIOSSa | BRYAINLeR SIS0
@O®” MGaHW]4)oE06me" MR
MIBRI6M TVRWHS 21Q1(@) O3
BT HQO BRWIIWo @EAN
021 2[101HBEHWIEM” BH@AVA
9IA. HoH]1 BOIMALISMHWYOS
a3®do 6)034(\1){;@19,;0 @R®AIL]
MUoMNIMEBBBHS @RUW1E00
al0lWlw1ejosalsg AllaHNIWIS’
Galdejo @BR®IG3 @%emdo afdhal
SH1VA0W] MOQEEBRUS QIBOMI
®MQINIW GH@BMWo HaNODTI
@OUBBBOS MUMROW LloLIM
226" MVAHHINHF VWIHD®I
Va0I®OJo MEIOD MVMJABeM
@RABUN®IAUTVO BRI 2[1@3
am @Y15la’ 0021503 $H0LIHOD
DANYMB HHBoUHBOS GG 3
OMIYRIW GRAITVOAWIGEIHS
@16 GMIAWT TVABHHIA AUIBDITY
DOM BRI MOANYM B BoHHOO
®axs1011SM®. EHBa|E0Q”
A®eg1omOm1Had A0W1eloom
2JaHEMOMIM” HM GRAIG DO
BHB0B0. DLIMMEEBUIAN" @)I6T
afel @Jeiydallsf HemI8O 103
HILI0BIL18B80W] DEN2IH:AN
anNelnly®@omeRg1od Mmoo
HBaUHOO AHHU6).2|SABAN]
(0o @RAIAHH MIPWAIW LB
90a 088 EIROD]N BRYOHH:
BHUYMYOHH DO |IBBANGY 0o
el MSals1dud auIle:o]
BHNENED]M0 aldh00 HB@aUB:D
HEMNIISOMH} MB3VAIW
BoaYHESICLIBH af)O1a0MO 0
ABHWIEM” BH@MVAENIAB 6)al
QNA1EBIMN®". BAHYWIMEEBUD
Dot 921QTBAN BHBHBHA
SHEMIIBONHM HSOD MO
368B3U3HD APYEER1 &FEOMINS
MoemMinl8HE1CRISH @1O1WId
MLIRLY® DENE” af)IM HIOYo
MIMIODHANBW WA O IMd»o



COELTEEETEACHER September 2020

oJE1B66M o HF1a00). @D
DHINZMOMM DD HalQYIQYOS
31N IRHAIW BOIaH| OB E>Ud
©I240I6@ @RMEAICHmME10IO]
»HhQo OQJQO.

@RYalelo2d® Mlwamldacem
6ERUd Q191 oRyOM1e M3 201w
Qo HBaHBHM®BOS RN EO QYo
CHBIVBHNIB alaDIFEMUIUY
©ORYOBIMIOD> MIQ)BWIND:
WM’ BHOB0. HMTIUWELIH>UD
MVoOB&HTHHIM O E:M MIWMAo
GHABOM G BMOHBD @AM
26me". oMElIm” aocn @RYBIeLIS
@@ HDASENNFOD A lG1MI
G0380 ala]dPNO] HMEBBUIHNIEM”

GMHOBo MG |oUd Moarlel @Jalyd
alla)@. allalemQes GrauC]
Q@ HS1@3 MM HBaHUBHOHD
¢m0alla(laj’ GROIAH” @RHOLAI
U0I10V0Jo MYABHIMAIW Da iR
QIM23Wajo MEJIM DD@AI]
LoWlaso. BH@BAVAHNITIN
DAVHY D VaOTDHAIW @Y1GBAd
MEBBBIG3 WITWIR] allngo
arlengo AIW1BHEQ|SEMIIUY

@204 1N 5IGa [05HUd
@JUBO A ILOGD IGRISS 6)HI6N3
QAGBAN MVoMLOIMAIW] CHOB0
@IQM af)MMIG MAGCHHAUABE0
@RE120M1HH0.

aflawlewo
$H06N0OINM3
SHI@YAQ BAHIW”
o 021Q)>.




IR

I 3ic2
o331

i

Revisiting Philo elas in the Mgrglns

al' G ag

“her speechless lips could tell no tale of what was done”

Patriarchy has been using sexual
violence as a means to oppress
the lower class people and therein
reinforce the caste, gender and
class hierarchies in India from time
immemorial. Ironically, inspite

of the hollow uproars of Bet/
Bachao, Beti Padhao - Save the
Daughter, Educate the Daughter,
the state and state machineries
have failed to curb the increasing
crimes against the women in the
country. The recent reports state

(Ovid 139)

that a woman is raped in every

15 minutes in India and that four
Dalit women are raped every day in
India. These numbers are abysmal
and alarming. The gruesome plight
of the nineteen year old Dalit teen-
age girl who was raped and muti-
lated by four savarna thakurs drunk
on caste privileges in Hathras, Uttar
Pradesh is the latest in the spate of
brutal rapes and assaults against
women.

Indu Peter

KE College, Mannanam
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The Hathras rape victim was cutting
grass in the fields with her family
when she was dragged by her
dupatta and gang raped by the four
upper class men. Later the mother
of the victim had discovered her
vandalized body- eyes bulging,
tongue cut, spine damaged and
vagina bleeding. Parallels are
drawn with the 2012 Nirbhaya gang
rape. But the horrors didn’t stop
there, once the victim succumbed
to death after fighting for her life

in vain for about two weeks, the
police forcibly cremated the body
of the victim without allowing even
the parents and family to be a part
of the cremation, as casually as
throwing the carcass of an animal
on a pyre without allowing the fam-
ily to perform any proper funeral
rites. Even in death, her body was
thus violated and desecrated by the
district administration and police
who are alleged to be hand in glove
with the savarna culprits.

The body of the Dalit girl was dually
violated- firstly the brutal rape

in itself and in addition, she was
doubly raped when her tongue was
cut off in an attempt to cover up
the callous crime. Besides the grisly
transgression on her body, the
tyrannical patriarchy also attempt-

ed to deprive her of the language
or voice with which to verbalize the
horrid reality she went through.
Rape normally ensues a silencing,
to be raped is often equivalent to
being bared of voice as can be seen
in the myriad rape cases across

the world. But, in the Hathras case,
the literal severing of her tongue
makes it even more horrendous.
The violence against her Voice is as
hideous as the violence against her
body or even more horrific as with
the latter, they had denied her the
right to relay her story thus throw-
ing her down an abyss of eternal
silence.

The oppressive patriarchal dis-
courses have been trying to disem-
power and take away the agency
of a woman using sexual violence
and repression of her speech ever
since the antique times. Similar
archetypes of male domination can
be seen in Ovid’s Metamorphoses,
Book VI, where Tereus rapes and
stifles the voice of Philomela by
cutting off her tongue. In Latin

the word lingua refers both to

the physical body part as well as
to the totality of language. Thus
when the patriarchy attempts to
cut off their tongues, they are not
only depriving the Philomelas of

their innocence but also of the one
weapon that men fear in women:
the tongue and the sharp speech
that it brings forth. By severing off
the tongues of the innocent vic-
tims, their responses are delimited
to the intra-psychic realm where

it transforms into shame and self-
doubt thereby accentuating their
trauma.

Philomela is an icon of the suppres-
sion of women because her myth
links a woman’s violation with
silence and subjugation. According
to Greek mythology, King Tereus,
conceives a passion for his wife’s
sister, Philomela, whom he has
agreed to escort from her kingdom
to his. Tereus rapes the maiden

on the journey and cuts out her
tongue so that she cannot report
his crimes, hid her and told Procne
that her sister was dead. Philomela
weaves her anguish into a tapestry
that her sister, Procne, decodes.
Procne takes revenge by killing
the son whom she has with Tereus
and serving him to his father for
dinner. Learning the truth, Tereus
chases the women and tries to

kill them. But before he can catch
them, the gods transform them into
birds. Tereus becomes a hoopoe,
while Philomela becomes a night-
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Tereus Severing Philomela’s Tongue

ingale and Procne a swallow. Philo-
mela thus emerges a victim and a
victor in the tale with her efforts to
resist oppression and through her
ultimate metamorphosis despite
undergoing violence and strangula-
tion of voice.

But unfortunately, unlike Philo-
mela, the rape victim in Hathras is
denied the justice and social agen-
cy to fight against her perpetrators,
owing to her double marginaliza-
tion as Dalit woman. In a society
where sexual violence against
women is normalized, the violence
against Dalit women are often met
with silence and impunity. The
subaltern is denied of the voice and
thus cannot speak and even if they
dare to speak, the hue and cry fall
on deaf ears and are thus never
heard.

As a consequence of an endemic
imbalance in social and political
grounds Dalit women experience
extensive gender and caste inequity
and violence and are othered all
their lives. Being at the nadir of
India’s caste, class and gender
hierarchies, Dalit women have
always been at the receiving end of
different kinds of discriminations,
physical and sexual assault, verbal

abuse, rape, sexual exploitation,
forced prostitution, abduction and
forced incarceration all through
Indian history. In most cases they
endure the sexual violence on
account of the stigma and shame
associated with it. Even when we
see Hathras rape case shocking
the conscience of humanity, it is
alarming to note that state and its
machinery is apathetic towards
the grotesque incident and is in an
attempt to deny the grim reality.

In an India where the ones in power
hobnob with the culprits owing to
their caste and class supremacy
and thwart the whistleblowers

and the main stream media, where
the lower caste women are denied
access to justice akin to how Tereus
severed the tongue of Philome-

la, where anyone who choose to
stand in their way are burnt down
mercilessly, silence is not golden on
the contrary, it is the greatest tool
of violence. Justice can prevail only
if we, the society which have been
rendered silent find our voices and
break our silence and empower

the poor rape victims who are

prey to decadent caste and gender
politics. Instead of burning candles
to honour the wronged victims let’s

September 2020 Comﬁf&ﬁTEACHER

be Procnes who with our words and
deeds eliminate the discriminatory
caste and gender system and feed
the corpse of which to the dehu-
manizing class structures. Only
then can we have our final victory
against the systemic violence of the
gender and caste based and biased
patriarchy thereby ensuring that
there won’t be any more Philome-
las in the margins.

In a country where tongues are cut
off literally and metaphorically, we
can’t afford to remain inert forever.
It is high time we reclaim the voice
which was hitherto denied to us.
Itis the unkept promises of our
Constitution that got burnt down
to ashes on the funeral pyre of the
Hathras rape victim. These ashes
should ignite our minds and enable
us to open up our voices against
the atrocities and injustices of the
society. We have to be the voice

of the umpteen voiceless victims
who were persecuted and denied
the metamorphosis into beauti-

ful nightingales who are free and
fearless. With us by their side, as
their voices, if not nightingales who
sing gay songs of liberty and justice
let them rise from their ashes as
phoenixes to a Tagorian world of
freedom for evermore.

“Where the mind is without fear and
the head is held high;

Where knowledge is free;

Where the world has not been
broken up into fragments by narrow
domestic walls;

Where words come out from the
depth of truth;

Where tireless striving stretches its
arms towards perfection;

Where the clear stream of reason
has not lost its way into the dreary
desert sand of dead habit;

Where the mind is led forward by
thee into ever-widening thought and
action

Into that heaven of freedom, my
Father, let my country awake.”
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LEARN, UNLEARN
AND RELEARN

PERSPECTIVES ON EDUCATION IN THE
AGE OF THE NEW NORMAL

Acclaimed futurist and philoso-
pher Alvin Toffler wrote, “The
illiterate of the 21st century will
not be those who cannot read and
write, but those who cannot learn,
unlearn, and relearn.” This is true
about the present world undergo-
ing a major transformation. The
World is now going through a crit-
ical and unprecedented situation
caused by the pandemic Covid-19
which was rather unanticipated.
All sectors globally, including ed-
ucation, have been devastated by
the impacts of the pandemic. The
normalcy and the existing rhythm
of our regular routines have been
disrupted. Human race have
already started looking towards
happier and more positive futures,
and to overcome the terrible toll
that the COVID-19 pandemic is hav-
ing on people’s lives throughout
the globe. This has compelled us to
determine and embrace a changed
living scenario which is termed as
the New Normal.

New Normal is a state to which an
economy, society, etc. settles fol-
lowing a catastrophe, which differs
from the situation that existed prior
to the start of the crisis. This phrase
initially emerged in relation to the
financial crisis of 2007-2008, the
aftermath of the 2008-2012 global
recessions. It was used to caution
the confidence of economists

that industrial economies would
bounce back to normalcy after the
recession. lan Davis, Managing
Partner at McKinsey, in his article
‘The New Normal’, summarizes
this: “For some organizations, near-
term survival is the only agenda
item. Others are peering through
the fog of uncertainty, thinking
about how to position them once
the crisis has passed and things
return to normal. The question is,
‘What will normal look like?” While
no one can say how long the crisis
will last, what we find on the other
side will not look like the normal

of recent years.” Written during the

Joji Panicker
CMS College, Kottayam
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global financial crisis, these words
could easily encapsulate the pres-
ent pandemic scenario.

It was Slavoj ZiZek, the Slovanian
philosopher who exhorted to think
about New Normal because the
world will by no means go back

to the old situation. The thinking
generation of the present times

has seriously considered this
exhortation by Zizek. He opens

up a knowledge system which
re-interprets religion, politics,
morality, humanity, aesthetic vision
of humanity and the like. There are
several thinkers who nurture this
knowledge system with their novel
ideas. Zizek represents a thought
process known as Post continental
Philosophy which includes philos-
ophers like Gilles Deleuze, Alain
Badiou, Michael Hardt, Antonio
Negri, Catherine Malabou, Giorgio
Agamben and Rosi Braidotti. New
Normalis just one thought in this
knowledge base. It is difficult to un-
derstand New Normal without un-
derstanding this philosophy. Zizek
expounds New Normal as a counter
culture to take place in the context
of a financial anarchy created by
the unrestrained encroachments of

corporate capitalism. New Normal
has been used in different contexts
to mean that something which was
previously not typical has become
typical, and the Post Covid age also
features it.

Human race have faced many
challenges and overcome them,
however the other side of each of
these challenges has looked very
different. A new normal state of life
is not completely new in the history
of human community. It has been
occurring, though not frequently,
in world history due to several
other factors. But significantly for
the present generation, the new
normal situation appears to be
strange and unforeseen. We discern
it as very unexpected and uncanny
since it happened in the form of a
global pandemic disease directly
affecting each and every human
irrespective of any identity mark-
ers. Undeniably, on the one side,
the after effect of the pandemic will
have multiple consequences, but
on the other side, the new nor-

mal situation created by the New
Economic policies of the corporate
will have unpleasant effects on the
society and the living conditions of

common people. We have already
started experiencing this in our dai-
ly lives adversely and differently.

We have learnt lessons from the
crisis and started evolving and
adapting to the new normal; not
just learning but unlearning age
old practices and relearning things
that have lost in the long way of
advancement. The relearning of
forgotten practices by embracing
modernity in its most advanced
form is the new normal. Prolonged
closures and preventive measures
have created severe uncertainty in
all sectors. The biggest crisis was in
the education sector. Educational
institutions that used to be the
place of formal education are now
closed due to fear of disease. The
post-pandemic period new normal
opens an opportunity for rethink-
ing and relearning the objectives
of education. As we approach the
new normal in the post-pandemic
period, every aspect and arena of
life has become digitalized.

Digital literacy turns out to be one
of the primary skills to survive with
its own disputes and prospects.
There is sudden need and urgency
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to learn new things, unlearn certain
old ways and pattern, and relearn
particular features and charac-
teristics for the sake survival and
new normal. There is a need to
re-consider education in the light of
emerging opportunities and chal-
lenges. With the sudden introduc-
tion of online platforms of learning,
we could observe a significant
growth in the digital literacy among
teachers and students.

The academic community nev-

er thought that they would be
exposed to the digital world. The
pandemic situation forced teachers
realize the necessity for integrat-
ing technology into teaching. As

a result of this realization, many
educational institutions shifted
their base to online platforms of
teaching and learning, and teachers
were asked to upskill themselves.
Most teachers were not prepared,
as they did not have basic training
in online education. But they ac-
cepted the challenge and adapted
themselves to the new normal.
Teachers have become learners in
order to become better teachers. In
the Kerala context we experienced
the initiatives like ‘E-Teaching with
AKPCTA’ and ‘Learn in Lockdown’
which initiated the online teach-
ing learning process in the higher
education scenario. That is indeed
a paradigm shift.

Digital literacy includes techni-

cal ability to understand online
systems, ability to see what
information is out there and ability
to generate such information. This
digital age has shaped a new social
order in education asin all other
fields. Even if life returns to normal
free from the fear of disease, we
can no longer completely withdraw
from the online learning system.

Online-face-to-face mixed learning
methods will continue to emerge.
However, the limitation of such
classes is the lack of opportuni-
ties for process-based learning or
the possibility of team work. The
government has made it clear that
online classes are not a substitute

for face-to-face classes. Until the
educational institutions reopen it
should be seen only as a tempo-
rary system. Although Kerala is at
the forefront of digital literacy, the
general situation in the country is
different. 65 crore people have no
role in the virtual world. But the
situation in Kerala is different. The
number of people without a mobile
connection here is very small.
Now the Smartphone has become
the main tool for learning. This
change should also be conducive
to maximizing the facilities in the
educational institutions.

The digital revolution in education
has been blamed for a number

of crimes. The key is to automate
the learning process. The reality

is that change is needed in the
curriculum and the underlying
attitudes. One of the aims to make
the curriculum relevant, appropri-
ate, and responsive is the develop-
ment of preparedness in times of
crisis, catastrophes, diseases, and
emergencies. There are existing
curriculum goals that touch on a
set of preparedness competencies
in the diverse fields of study.

There is need to facilitate the learn-
ing, unlearning and relearning,
considering the new normal period,
there should be a more focused
goal on preparedness in terms

of global disease outbreaks. The
new normal has socio-cultural and
economic effects by changing our
thinking pattern, behavioral styles,
interactions, lifestyle and the like.
The way we perceive everything as
normal has changed. Educational
field has the added responsibility
of facilitating and scaffolding a
generation to these changes in

all spheres of society. The new
learning outcomes have to focus
on assistance and reinforcement,
accordingly to the changing times
and the resultant new normal.

A self introspection will facilitate
to know whether we are really
interested in unlearning what we
have learnt. Unlearning makes
us literate, educated, and wise.
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Unfortunately, the topic “unlearn-
ing” has not been much discussed
in academia and the need for it is
not emphasized in our educational
institutions. If we are not open

to new ideas and are unwilling to
undergo a paradigm shift we will
never be able to sustain in a world
that has moved to the new normal
due to the drastic changes brought
by the pandemic. We should not
allow ourselves to be controlled

by our preconceived and miscon-
ceived notions, governed by myths,
conditioned by false assumptions
and misguided by wrong opinions
we have formed about people. We
will never flourish if we fall short

in allowing our minds to let go of
“mis-and-dis-beliefs” we have held
and learnt over a period of time.

The perspectives of education in
new normal period are also novel
and revolutionary. More flexibility
will be a key feature of the new
era, which pervades every aspect
of society thus education as well.
This flexibility also brings about
questions and solutions. Flexibility
in life and societal aspects may
raise questions about our long
held reality in which we lived in
pre Covid era. It also indicates that
our understanding of normal must
not be taken for granted because
the reality that we used to reckon
as normal will not be absolute but
only relational and even temporal.
We should start reinventing our
mode of functioning to best utilize
the new normal.

The academic community should
be aware about the pitfalls of the
new normal that we have to get
used to and cautioned not to fall
into the trap of legitimizing the
corporate and business model of
the new normal, rather evolve a
novel model of education which

is more inclusive, leading to social
transformation and development.
This is our chance to reinvent and
create a better world where we can
all study, work and live in the new
normal era.
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HURDLES TO
JUSTICE

The princess of the house,
Loved by all,
Engaged in daily chores
Fated for a big fall.
The elite of the village,
Powerful and rich.
Relished on the innocent prey
And took her tongue away. B oaamaa
Silence, Silence, Silence! ?2 ;‘;?2 a";g?"
Bureaucrats remain hushed.
Obedience, Obedience, Obedience!
Khaki flashed lathis.
Hurdles to justice
Who can overcome?
Indian princesses in tears
Who can wipe?
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Introduction: Gujarat and the
tradition of folklore

Folklore is often definedas “art
and literature orally transmit-
ted”. William Bascom (1953)
says, Folklore, is “a part of
culture but not the whole of cul-
ture. Itincludes myths, legends,
tales, proverbs, riddles, the texts
of ballads and other songs, and
other forms of lesser impor-
tance.... All folklore is orally
transmitted, but not all that is
orally transmitted is folklore™.
Folk literature is now treated

as an integral part of cultural
studies, humanities, history,
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languages, theology and many
other disciplines of knowl-
edge.Folklore in our national
context performs a socializing
function. It produces a sense of
group identity considering our
multilingual and multicultural
quagmire and the ensuing com-
plexities appended.The artistic
expressions are shared as an
understanding of life and the
world and these provide space
for artistic new interpretations.

It has been reported by literary
historians from the colonial past
that Oral tradition of Gujarati
folklore dates back to the 12th
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century. The use of the term “folk-
lore” is attributed to William John
Thoms 1846 which simply meant
“the lore of the people”. Similarly
in Guajarati, Ranjitram Vavabhai
Maheta coined the term “lok” (lok)
and doyens in the field of cultural
domain like Zaverchand Meghani
sees the possibility of the root of
the term “lok” in the term “folk”. In
Maghani’s view, the oral tradition
was neglected. Lalita Handoo also
takes the view that “folk” conceived
as the unscientific, informal, and
rural based and primitive. Folk
literature is a tool which was used
by indigenous people who were
deprived of formal education and
such narratives form the core of
popular medium among rural peo-
ple which is used as an expression

of amusement while toiling. Folk
literature functions as a mirror of
time and place which capture the
essence of life without any bias or
prejudice. Rajesh Dabhi talks of six
Indian seasons as six beauties, i.e.
varsha, sharad, hemant, shishir,
vasant, and grishma. Jawaharlal
Handoo (13) and Hasu Yajnik (16-
17) hypothesize that folk poetry or
oral poetry is connected extremely
with ritual and rites, i.e. the sixteen
samskaras, commonly found in
almost all parts of India.Poetry was
the chief medium of expression in
the rural narratives. This was easy
to express, transmit, memorize
and sing, even along with accom-
paniments.Here we have instances
of many varieties such as Ballads,
Akyan Kavyas (story in poems),
Barmasi (poems round the twelve
months), Fagu (description of
glories of spring), seasonal songs,
Bhajans (devotional songs),Gara-
bo and others.‘Bhajans’,Chhappa,
Rafis’ were devotionalin nature and
‘Akhyans’ were recited by the Mana
Bhattis, in the open places of the
village or in the lanes of towns.

Poets like Shamal, Narsingh, Mira,
Wayaramare some of the poets
who getincluded into the corpus
of folk literature. Though religious
themes are focussed upon, poets
like Shamal tried to give a realistic
projection of the social conditions.
Further there aretribes who sing in
praise of mother Goddess - Amba.
They are also popular in the literary
form called ‘Garbo’

Further, excepting in the folk art,
and the folk stories told by the
Bhats and Charans, there is very
little projection of heroism in the
poetry of this period. The word
‘Garabo’ came to be applied to the
singing party itself, where men, but
oftener women, move round and
round in a circle, and sing to the ac-
companiment of a rhythmical clap
of hands and feet. The dancers in
motion, as well as the songs com-
posed for this occasion are known
by the common name ‘Garabo .

Charani Deval, like all other minor
and major Charan goddesses, can
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be linked to Hinglaj, the Mahashakti
and “spiritual foremother” of a long
line of medieval and contemporary
Charani Sagatis, deified women
who became recognized as living
goddesses during their lives. The
devotional practices as reported
by the narrative are different from
the comtemporary hegemonic
monolithic cult of Mother Goddess
produced by the brahminical cult.
There are numerous pre-brah-
minical cult forms of worship in
the rural areas and they have their
own rooted interpretations which
go contradictory to the present
system of worship. Kamphorst, J.
(2008) dwells at length about
Charan identities: “The most
important spiritual foremothers

of Deval are considered to be the
goddesses Avar and Karni, pirn
avataris (full reincarnations) of the
“original” goddess Hinglaj. Charani
Sagatis of later medievaltimes

and present-day living goddesses
are classified as nimitt avatari or
part (as opposed to full) incarna-
tions of Hinglaj”. Samaur (1999)
links Charani Deval with Hinglaj,
who is believed to have been an
eighth-century Charani, daughter
of Charan Haridas of the Gaviya (or
Gauravia) lineage of Nagar Tatha in
present-day Pakistan. For theT-
umbel Charan clans of Sindh and
Gujarat, she is a historical Charani
who appeared amongst their midst
as Kohani-Rani in the Hala (Koha-
na) Mountains of Sindh when the
Tumbel were leaving the moun-
tains for the plains (Westphal-Hell-
busch 1976:173). Kohani-Rani is
remembered as literate Charani,
chaste and an accomplished Yogini.
Third in line after Hinglaj is Karni
Mata; she is worshipped as a part
incarnation of Hinglaj and a full
incarnation and disciple of Avar in
several temples in Deshnok near
Bikaner. The unmarried status of
deified women may also be due to
sociological reasons: a woman pos-
sessed with divine power is thought
to scare off prospective husbands.
Karni apparently did find a man
who was not scared easily, a feat
which need not surprise us since
Depal is believed to have been a
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partial incarnation of Shiva. It is
unclear whether or not one should
see Karni and Depal’s alliance as a
real, in the sense of worldly mar-
riage since it is believed that their
marriage was never consummated
and that Karni remained a virgin all
her life. (Kamphorst. 2008)

The term “Shakti” is employed

to refer to individual goddesses
(Hanglaj, Devi, Chaumunda) as
personifications of Sakti, the female
creative principle in Shakti tradi-
tions or the divine energy as em-
bodied by a deity’s wife in Shaiva
and Vaishnava traditions. “Sagati”
is the name used for regional in-
carnations of Shakti personified by
Charan women.

Charanis are frequently projected
as sooth-sayers, fortune tellers or
interpreters of the omens who,
meeting wandering warriors in
the desert, presaged their rise to
eminence or ultimate ruin (which
reminds us of Macbeth).Some
Charanis are held to have provid-
ed warriors with tangible military
support to consolidate their

new territories. In western India,
warring Charani Kuldevi were also
represented as female warriors
who battle alongside male warriors
or at the head of armies, inspiring
warriors to fight (Samaur 1999 &N.
Sharma 1999 cited in Kamphorst,

Janet. 2008)

Samaur (1999) projects the self-sac-
rifice of Charan and compares these
with the Rajputs. Charan women
are believed to have given up their
lives (or threatened to do so) to pre-
vent cattle-thefts or to reclaim sto-
len cattle. Samur (1999) puts great
emphasis on the perceived heroic
nature of Charani self-sacrifices by
favourably contrasting their hero-
ism with the battle death of Rajput
warriors, arguing that a Charan’s or
Charani’s self-sacrifice surpasses

a warrior’s death because more
courage is required to inflict death
upon oneself than to “merely” have
oneself slain by an enemy.

Folklore and its compilation

As per Gujarati tradition, there are
numerous folk tales. They include
stories inspired from Hansavali,
Bhoja-Velu, Pithat-Vejal, Rano-kum-
var, Lodan-khimaro, Siddharja ane
Babro, Kapro Chor, Dhola maru,
Chandan-malayagari, Analde-de-
varo. Looking at the Middle Age
Gujarati literature, we find that
the period was, as is the case with
other Indian literature, dominated
by poetry. In Gujarati, we have
Narsinh Mehta Mirabai, Akho,
Premanand, Shamal, Dayaram,
Bhalan, Nakar,Bhim, Raje, Pritam,
Dhiro, Bhojo and many others. The
tradition of the general literature
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is chiefly found to be in the written
form but the literature that was
composed in the ancient and the
medieval periods was meant not to
be read, but to be listened to, to be
sung. However, the compositions
of the folk tradition do not assume
a specific author. It is reshaped and
reinvented by the later generations.

James Forbes, who loved Gujarat
literature, spent 15-16 yearsof his
youth in Gujarat. His observations
and experiences have beenpub-
lished from London in a book titled
Oriental Memories running intofour
volumes. Itis in the third volume
that we find his critical approach
tovarious tales and ancedotes -
bedtime tales, or tales of valour
and heroism,in addition to his com-
mentary on the folk arts. James
Forbes was the first and foremost
scholar to giveserious thought to
the importance of Indian folklore.

Alexander Kinlock Forbes had
preparedtwo parts of Rusmplu
after strenuous and devoted work.
The publicationof these volumes in
1856 carries its own significance.

In 1860, Kavi Dalpatram had
published a few folk tales based on
oraltradition, in Buddhi-Prakash.

A few worthy insights have been
provided in connection with the
cultural habits andpeculiarities of
the Gujarati population. Both these




tales and those notesare quite
remarkable, and apparently, this
endeavour on the part of KaviDal-
patram holds certain historical
significance as well.

Kavi Narmad, in 1870, compiled
verses probably sung by Nagar
women titled Nagar Streeoman
Gavatan Geet. It contains about 50
compositions that bear thename-
stamp of 13-14 medieval poets.
However, Kavi Narmad has pro-
vided apreface that throws light

on the rites andrituals associated
with wedding ceremonies, besides
talking about toneand modulation.
It may be noted Faramji Behmanji’s
Tatha Kathiawad Deshni Vartao
(1870),

Rustom Khurshed Irani’s Lok-
Katha (1885), Harjivan Purshot-
tam Shukla’s Bhadlivakya (1882),
Jivram Ajramar Gor’s Pratham
Darshan (1892), Gijubhai Badheka’s
Vartanun Shastra (1923) Hargovind
Premshanker Trivedi’s Kathiawadni
Juni Vartao (1922) are some of the
noted anthologies.

Themes and recurrent patterns

Among the tales of the folk tradi-
tion in the oral variety, thereis a
crude mixture of the real and the
imaginary. Generally these are
narrated by professional tellers
but sometimes it moves into group

house hold dwellers and they
create a new indigenous version.
There are even cases of reworking
of old legends and puranas. In the
folk version Ramayana, the incident
of Sita’s kidnap by Ravana hap-
pens soon after the marriage with
Rama occurs. Further, Kaikeyi asks
Sita to draw the picture of Ravana
eventually leading to the anger of
Rama and Sita’s expulsion. Similar
‘distortions’ from the ‘original’ ver-
sion happens in Mahabharata also.
In one case, Uttara was summoned
at the time of Mahabaratha war and
then she got united with Abhi-
manyu. This peculiar story is nar-
rated Raykas among the Rabaris.
Similarly, as itis common in the
southern Dravidian myths, Lord
Shiva get infatuated with Bhildi,
and this localisation happens in the
traditional narratives of Bhil tribals
(Yagnik: 104-5)

As we move on to the localised
versions in terms of deities and rit-
uals, the most prominent of myths
surrounding the Hindu goddess
Bahuchara Mata gets significance.
She belonged to the Charan caste,
members of the Brahman class in
Gujarat associated with divinity.
One day Bahuchara Mata and her
sisters were travelling when a
looter named Bapiya attacked their
caravan. This was considered a hei-
nous sin. Bahuchara Mata cursed
Bapiya with impotency and accord-
ing to legend, self-immolated and
cut off her own breasts (which is
typical pattern in many Indian folk-
tales). She vowed that the onlyway
for the curse to be lifted was if Bapi-
ya “worshiped Bahuchara Mata by
dressing and acting like a woman.”
There are distinct implications of
this myth for how the image of the
Goddess is constructed. The aspect
of caste is particularly significant.
The Charans—to which Bahuchara
Mata belongs—are esteemed within
the caste hierarchy. Charan women
are oftenthought of as “divine”
goddesses; apart from Bahuchara
Mata, a range of other localized
Charan Mother Goddess figures
existincluding Hinglaj Mata, Aavad
Mata and Karni Mata (Kamphorst.
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2008). Charan means one who pre-
serves the fame and glory. Theirs

is an ancient community. They are
mentioned in Vedas, the Ramaya-
na, the Mahabharata and Shrimad
Bhagwat and Puranas. According
to Shyamaldas they have existed
right from the ancient times. They
spread into the areas like Kacchh,
Kathiyawad, Rajasthn and Malva
from the area called Telang. Their
largest presence is inMarwad in Ra-
jasthan. Apart from this, there are
other 23 branches of Charans. Their
energetic speech could change the
coward person into a brave one
and filled the heart of an utterly
disappointed person.

There are times when the voices

of dissent get accommodated

into the scheme of things. They
remain more at the sub-textual
level. The themes generally focus
on devotion to the deity (which
belong to Vaishnav, Swamina-
rayan, Dashami, Nathpanthi, Margi,
Pranami, Daspanthi traditions) love
story, tales of bravery, heroism,
ghosts, fables of beasts, monks
and sometimes riddles to be sung
during ceremonies and festivities.
Protest can be understood as both
the desire to question the authority
of social, religious and political
structures and the expression of
this desire whether spontaneously
or through organized display. It can
be overt and covert. Openly voiced
dissent or gestures of protest are
part of the system but it lacks the
infinite hues of the overt. Covert
protest can exist in various styles
and manifestations. Lamentation,
subversive laughter and ridicule
can be some expressions of covert
protest. Women folk attempt to
defy the marginality at least in

the subtextual level. Folk forms
spring from the heart of the folk or
common people and reach out to
the folk. Folk forms go on acquiring
new strands of thoughts, ideas and
issues which sometimes may burst
into gestures of protest. In one of
such traditions, we have songs
sung by girls in memory of Dedaa,
who sacrificed his life to save the
cows. The girls beat their breasts
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and sing in memory. It is perceived
as stress-buster for girls who are
denied proper education and this
functions as a reliever to many.
(Yagnik: 117)

In other folk traditons asserts such
category are found. A few cited
below. For instance, Kabigan in
Bengal was used effectively to stir
popular protest against the British
colonial oppression in Bengal.
Mukundadas, an eminent singer,
costumed as a traditional folksing-
er or Caran, swept the countryside
with his patriotic songs sungin the
Kabigan style. This style was re-
plete with the simple language-id-
ioms and melodies of folksong.
Women folk poets or ‘Kavials’ often
lament the bleak lot of the women
toilingunrewarded on farms and in
households. Awoman ‘kavial’ (folk
poet)sings thus,

‘Pushye rtu nitya nutan
maiyar rtu nai sangsare
Khoda ei dunya jabe kon dine’

[For the men life brings such variety
with every reason!

For women it is but one monotonous
endless droll.

0 God, will this system ever change!]

The concluding prayer to ‘Basund-
hara brata’ or ritual fastwhich is
held by women to ensure rain ends
in sober note:

‘Basundhara devi mago tomay kori
namaskar,

ei prthibite janmo jeno ar na hoi
amar’

[ pray to you O godess Basundhara,
that | may not be born again on this
earth]

Such traces of a deep desolation
and despondency underlie the
women’s ritualsongs.It may be
noted that such the narratives
inculcate and ‘naturalize’ the
stereotyped image of house wife
and mother. Interestingly a Punjabi
folklore song emphasize the young
lover’s protest against social taboos
and censors. For instance, a Bihu

song says, ‘God created the earth
first And then created life, If this
God could fall in love Why should
we not?” (Birha and Dehotattva
songs Trans; Hemango Biswas,
1967)

The angst of women expressed in
folklore

Like all pre-modem societies, in
Gujarat also the birth of a girl-child
was considered as a curse. This is
reflected in various songs. A girl
was looked upon as a burden like a
snake (sap no bharo) and many ep-
ithets were given to her at the time
of birth such as a stone has been
given birth or the parents are con-
sidered impotent even if there are
daughters and no son. No sweets
were distributed if a girl child was
born. On the contrary the custom
among certain castes like Jadeja
Rajputs and Kulin Kanabis whose
marriage customs involved very
heavy expenditure led to the inhu-
man practice of female infanticide
popularly known, as Dudha piti.

After a girl child was born no spe-
cial attention was paid for rearing
her up. It was not considered es-
sential for her to get any schooling
or education. Very few girls knew
the three Rs. On the contrary it was
believed that if she is educated she
will be a widow, and such other
things. It was further believed that
whatever training was necessary,
she will get in the family. So there
was no need for her to go to village
school for getting trained. There
may be some stray incidents of
learned women, who composed
poetry like Mirabai, Diwalibai, or
there may be instances of some
Nagar women who knew Persian or
Sanskrit,but these instances were
few and far between. The main

aim of the life of a girl was to get
married and be the mother of sons.
The girls were married between the
age of 3and 11 years and 13 was
the maximum limit to which she
was kept unmarried. There are in-
stances often embedded within the
narrative that woman assert her
feminine identity to resist the patri-
archal control. Vallabha Bhatt, the
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Guijarati poet, (Samvat 1696-1796)
has expressed that wretchedness in
a beautiful ballad-song, which has
had some influence in abating this
social evil. From it the following
lines are quoted, addressed

to the Goddess Mother —

“Goddess mother, old is the hus-
band, thou hast given me.

Mother, accursed is this coming to
life of mine, alas, what more

canlsay?

Goddess mother, a little child am |,
and he a great lumbering,

aged man.

My youth is life, a blossom, and my
husband is a shrivelled mummy.

Mother, mine are just sixteen years
and he has seen his eighty.

Goddess mother, of a winter’s night,
there is many a taste one feels.

But doltish is old age, and my hus-
band is deaf and dumb,

Goddess mother, sportive am |,
would like to play and | make my

eyes twinkle.

But, mother, he says, “I’ll beat you”
and lifts his stick in his hand.

Old is my husband, mother, what
good can come out of age ?

Goddess mother, on the festival all
the girls are gaily dressed and

merry,

But my husband is tired and weak
and ugly, and 1 bend my head

inshame!

Mother, my hair is black and his
head is all white or grey.

My youth is at its blooming, and
already my life is wrecked.

Goddess mother, why was not |
strangled at birth, why was not |

poisoned ?

Yet, if my husband die, itis my part
to be true to death.
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May, Goddess mother, with joined
hands I pray at thy feet.

When I am born again, give me a
husband that is ypung and

strong. ” (Translated by Otto
Rothdeld in Women of India, pages
56-57)

Here we may also point out that
there was another form of ill-as-
sorted marriage viz., the girl was
senior in age to the boy by a few
years. The anxiety of the girl in
bloom is recorded in some folk
songs. One of them says, “I have
passed twelve spring, and he is
only a child of fifteen months, How
shalll pullon?”

There are such occasions when

the girls often counter the cultural
confinement to the image of sexual
and social passivity by subjecting
herself to the image of charming
body, bearing babies and caring her
family.

The Aanum song can also be in-
cluded here. The yearning for union
with her lover is often projected.
May be the -laws will be coming
with all precious things, but she
should be ready to go bare-foot-
ed with her man of choice. In the
folk-song ‘Umcho maalo ne niche
baajri’, the newly married wife is
unwilling to go with her father-
in-law, mother-in-law or brother-
in-law. She is ready only when

her man comes. In certain tragic
narratives, her expected husband
never comes, but his body reaches
her. There are lyrics which express
her death wish. “Daabli bhari-ne
amal moklo to

jhat enaa dhumtdaa bhari jalam-no
chhutako karum”

(Please send a small box full of opi-
um, so that | would quickly drink its
mouthfuls and free myself from life)

Itis interesting to note that the
creator of those narrative has not
fully endorsed himself to follow the
male perspective or the patriarchal
norms.

Another folk song conveys her
heart’s yearnings in rather an
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enigmatic way: she requests the
passers-by to give one swing to

the cradle wherein was sleeping

a child. Some thought it was her
son,others thought it was her infant
brother. She cleared their doubt

by giving out the bitter truth that it
was her husband!

The custom of polygamy is also re-
ferred to. Almost all castes permit-
ted the husband to take a second
wife in the life time of the first. The
grounds for second marriage were
various; one of the most important
being childlessness or having only
female children. The undesirable
lot of co-wives was a common
theme for folksongs and for poets
describing the Kali Age. To have the
status of a co-wife for a woman was
explained by mentioning certain
misdeeds of the previous birth, e.g.,
one must have committed the sin
of killing a Brahmin or one must
have tortured the mother-in-law

or sister-in-law; or one must have
robbed somebody of his wealth, or
might have poisoned some body;
then only such misfortune befalls
on a lady.

The concept of woman’s role in
pre-modern society has been well
described by Sjoberg, in his work
on ‘Pre-Industrial City.’ He says,
“Women are apt to fear men, and
men view women in a startlingly
ambivalent manner. On the one
hand, women are the fount of all
thatis pure and good: the long suf-
fering mother may take on a “good-
ess-like” quality. But paradoxically,
women in general, even a young
wife, are considered inherently
“evil” and even capable of under-
mining a man’s virility if given the
chance... Practically everywhere in
traditional urban milieux... women
are adjudged by men to be defi-
cient in Intellectual qualifications
to be flighty, insincere, irresponsi-
ble, treacherous, to be physically
weak, and what is more, to lack
the will to resist the temptation -
all deemed sufficient reasons for
denying them a significant role in
community and societal affairs.
(Gideon Sjoberg: 1962). All these
attributes were associated more or

less with women as reflected in the
poems of Shamal, Krishnaram and
others.

Conclusion

As it has demonstrated in this brief
study, the traditional folk songs of
Gujarat belonging to the various
communities such as Mer, Kathi,
Rabari, Charan and others do have
something very intense to say from
the subtextual level regarding their
women folk. When the traditonal
narratives are scrutinised, one can
perceive the depiction of women at
the social level and its deeply root-
ed pangs associated with life. The
native oral tradition is conceived
and created to suit the ceremoni-
al festivities and the agricultural
modes of living. It is quite evident
that there is an attempt on the part
of the chronicles to inculcate and
‘naturalize’ the stereotyped image
of house wife and mother. There
are occurences where the women
folk defy the marginality at least in
the subtextual level in certain cases
to express their angst. There are
illustrations where the woman get
the chance to assert her feminine
identity to resist the patriarchal
control. Rather than just being an
image of sexual and social passivi-
ty, the folklore narrative at various
points challenge and disrupt the
partriachal tradition more covertly
than overtly. Further studies on
the narrative position taken by the
auteur in each extract of Gujarati
folklore will be more enlightening.
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31a10v0 (LVMIWIY @RAIW] ) af)M (@J&:I0Jo, class
3, 4 210N #9HIB 33% ag)M (@JH200Jo 630a01M1@3
a0IROIH6Mo. D@ 22.04.2020 QIO DSA.
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6838103 33% Z1AUMSBNIGo HOWW” GIVIEM / Ga0Ig”
G5’ BY19HQBS 019 300 OTIHSN@ af), i
309U01W1T36aISAIB 50%, nil, M1 &9WO1WIE3
25018 33% (@J000jo B3IanlMNIIT3 a0I22MIMHEMo
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a0IROICH6NE, aldh0o WOrk from home @oslavund
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