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lood stains deeply

with the sighs of a heart,
yearning for a garb

to hide within from a world
so sullied by trivial pride.

| wonder how blood thickens
more than water!

Foolish words still echo

in the fathoms of my soul,
saddened by the memories

| once held in the

- long-lost childhood.

A far cry for oblivion-

Alas, everything dissolves,
save the twilight hours:

a child waiting with

tiny shards of sweetness

and the salt-kissed pebbles
“she gathered from the shore.

Now years have unfolded

- upon themselves-

. ashadow stirred into

“the hues of the horizon.

In the feathers of darkness,
} ‘the clouds lie heavy and soft.

-Tears welled, and memory spilled
~only to scatter me again
~among a world too wild to choose.

The thorns | once bore as a tiara
~fell within the ashes of dead hopes.
- The letters deceived me, still

the ink seeps through the veins.

~|rejoice in the strange ecstasy

- of burning myself down to embers.
And in the abandonment,
“Twhisper now: ‘take me home,

to the innocent vanity of oblivion'.
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Mohanlal

The Thespian with
Myriad Shades

“The actor has the ability to convey
moral force, to help people under-
stand that even a handshake has

a moral significance. There is no
limit to what an actor can make

an audience feel and understand”
(Stella Adler, The Art of Acting)

Prologue

Malayalam cinema right from its
early days has been renowned for
producing quality content and
excellent performances. The films
of the bygone era reflected social
realism and moral values set in
the frame of family and class. The
filmmakers often merged mytho-
logical and social themes and the
style was theatrical laced with
melodrama shaping the nascent
cinematic narrative of Kerala. The
actors came from theatre back-
grounds and hence its impact was

felt in their performances too. The
scenario gradually changed with
new crop of performers emerging
in the 1960s and 1970s. The 1970s,
often considered as the golden
age of Malayalam cinema, was
known for the existence of both
commercial and parallel cinema
simultaneously. Filmmakers like
Adoor Gopalakrishnan, G. Aravin-
dan, P. N. Menon, Bharathan and
K.G. George redefined cinematic
language with realism and hu-
manism. Parallel cinema flour-
ished, addressing class struggle,
social inequality, and existential
angst. Screenwriters like M. T.
Vasudevan Nair and Padmarajan
brought literary sensibility to film
narratives. On the other hand,
films starring Prem Nazir and
other youngsters continued to
emerge as money-spinners during

that era, thus creating a balance
between commercial and art-
house cinema. The entry of Jayan
in the second half of the decade
was again a game changer as he
redefined the notions of mas-
culinity and heroism on screen.
With his muscular physique,
baritone voice, and daring stunts,
Jayan symbolized confidence and
charisma elevating himself to be
known as the first action hero of
Malayalam cinema.

The 1980s marked a profound
transformation in Malayalam
cinema, both thematically and in
performance style. This period
witnessed a shift from formula-

ic melodramas to realistic and
socially rooted narratives. Film-
makers like |.V. Sasi, Bharathan,
Hariharan, Padmarajan and others
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infused cinema with psycholog-
ical depth and moral complexity,
moving away from the idealized
portrayals of life. The films began
to explore middle-class anxie-
ties, alienation, urbanization, and
human relationships in flux. The
time also paved way for the entry
of youngsters like Fazil, Sathyan
Anthikad, Priyadarshan and Sibi
Malayil. M.T. Vasudevan Nair,
Padmarajan, and T. Damodaran
were at the peak of their creative
powers as screenplay writers
during this period, while the era
was further energized by talented
debutants like Sreenivasan and
Lohithadas. It was into this pas-
ture that Mohanlal made his entry
as Narendran in Manjil Virinja
Pookkal (1980), directed by Fazil.
Though Mohanlal played the role
of Kuttappan in Thiranottam (1978)
as part of a collaborative effort
with his friends, the film was not
released. The entry of Mohanlal in
Manjil Virinja Pookkal with a ‘tilting
shoulder’ and sadistic smile oc-
curs at the midpoint of the story
with the dialogue, “Good evening,
Mrs. Prabha Narendran” establish-
ing him instantly as a compelling
screen presence and laying the
foundation for a villain persona
that soon transformed into one of
Malayalam cinema’s most iconic
heroic trajectories. Since then,
Mohanlal's screen presence has
reshaped the conventional acting
patterns in Malayalam films and
influenced filmmaking practices
across South India.

The Making of a Legend

After the humongous success

of Manijil Virinja Pookkal, Mo-
hanlal became part of several
movies essaying characters with
shades of villainy including the
Jayan starrer Sanchari(1981).
Gradually he bagged more meaty
roles in films like Attakkalasam,
Kattathe Kilikkoodu, Nanayam,
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Ente Mamattikkuttiyammakku

(all released in 1983). It was Fazil
again who opened up new doors
for Mohanlal to perform. As Alex
in Ente Mamattikkuttiyammakku,
Mohanlal performed with con-
trolled restraint and emotional
maturity. The films helmed by
Satyan Anthikkad (Kaliyil Alpam
Karyam in 1984) and Priyadarshan
(Poochakkoru Mookkuthi in 1984)
showcased the comic timing of
Mohanlal while he excelled as
action heroin I.V. Sasi films. Along
with the rise of Mammoottty,
Mohanlal also found a place in

the hearts of Malayali audience
very soon. He was elevated to the
status of a‘Superstar’ with the
success of Rajavinte Makan (1986)
directed by Thampi Kannanthan-
am in which he portrayed the
character of the lovable ‘notorious
gangster'named Vincent Gomes.
In 1987, he again played a 'Don’, as
Sagar Alias Jacky in [rupatham
Noottandu directed by K. Madhu
which again became a colossal
success. Though he was seenin
more action-oriented films during
those years, he never shied away
from doing the ‘common man/
boy next door’ type of characters.
Films directed by Padmarajan,
Sathyan Anthikkad, Priyadarshan,
Sibi Malayil, Kamal and Venu
Nagavally showed the lighter

side of Mohanlal. In their films,

he embodied the Malayali psyche
through his effortless blend of
vulnerability, resilience, humour,
and moral ambiguity. Mohanlal
echoed the Malayali's silent deter-
mination, emotional depth, and
ability to endure life's trials with
understated grace. His characters
often negotiated tradition and
modernity, intellect and instinct,
sentiment and pragmatism which
are traits deeply rooted in Kerala's
socio-cultural fabric.

The success of Chithram (1988),
Kireedam (1989) and other such
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films established his stardom in
the Malayalam film industry. He
continued his dream run in the
early 1990s too through Lal Salam
(1990), Kilukkam (1991), Vietnam
Colony(1992), Devasuram (1993),
Manichithrathazhu (1993) and
many more. Mohanlal won his first
National Award for the Best Actor
in Bharatham (1991) and at that
time, he was also part of serious
cinema like Vasthuhara (1991) by
G. Aravindan and Sadayam (1992)
by Sibi Malayil. He also started
producing films individually in
the banner of Pranavam Arts
International during that period.
In the second half of the 1990s,
Mohanlal was seen as Anandan

in Mani Ratnam’s Iruvar (1997).
Many critics consider his perfor-
mance as Anandan as his career
best till date. As the actor turned
politician, Mohanlal was able to
convey ambition, loyalty, heart-
break, and transformation of
Anandan through delicate shifts
in expression, tone, and body
language. In 1899, he excelled as
the Kathakali artiste Kunjikuttan
in Vanaprastham directed by Shaji
N. Karun. Through his portrayal
of Kunjikuttan, Mohanlal cap-
tured the profound tragedy of an
actor torn between his art and his
identity, delivering a performance
of haunting intensity. This role
earned him his second National
Award for Best Actor, reaffirming
his mastery in embodying com-
plex psychological and cultural
conflicts

The early years of 2000s again
witnessed a change in Mohanlal's
appearance, style and perfor-
mance. Carrying on the legacy
of Devasuram and later Aaraam
Thampuran(1998), both written
by Ranjith, Mohanlal turned more
macho with ‘larger-than-life hero’
type characters. In Narasimham
(2000), Shaji Kailas and Ranjith
made use of Malayali audience’s



COTLEGE TEACHER

October - November 2025

17




COLLEGE TEACHER

love for Mohanlal's ‘avatar’ clad in
‘mundu’ (dhoti) with twirled mous-
tache, commanding body lan-
guage and fiery dialogue delivery.
The films of this genre projected
raw masculinity, authority, and
earthiness rooted in Kerala's cul-
tural ethos. The later films which
followed the suit tasted failure and
Mohanlal was criticized for repeat-
ing himself on screen.

Films directed by Rosshan
Andrrews, Blessy, Ranjith, and
Jeethu Joseph (notably the
Drishyam franchise) often offered
a breath of fresh air to the actorin
Mohanlal. However, the post-2010
phase has been a bumpy ride,
marked by occasional major hits
and several notable performanc-
es amid inconsistent projects.
The supremacy of Mohanlal as a
‘star’ was proven again with the
success of Pulimurugan (2016)
directed by Vysakh. His superla-

October - November 2025

tive screen presence, prowess for
executing action sequences and
ability to make a mass-action role
emotionally believable emerged
as the crucial factors. The film's
unprecedented box-office tri-
umph reaffirmed his unmatched
star power and expanded the
scale and ambition of Malayalam
commercial cinema. Films like
Lucifer(2019) directed by Prith-
viraj Sukumaran, L2: Empuraan
(2025) and Thudarum (2025) by
Tharun Moorthy once again proved
his versatility and reinforced his
status as a crowd-puller. This
enduring appeal across different
genres and filmmakers under-
scores his rare ability to dominate
screens while adapting seamlessly
to evolving cinematic trends.

The Star Aura

When analysed, one can notice
that Mohanlal's career coincides
with several phases of Malayalam
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cinema, the era of social dramas,
the commercial turn with mass
entertainers and the recent waves
of experimental films. His position
is unique because he has been
able to traverse these phases
while shaping them. Unlike stars
whose charisma operates primar-
ily through grandeur or stylized
excess, Mohanlal's magnetism lies
in his effortless naturalism like a
disarming smile that blends inno-
cence and depth, subtle gestures
that speak more than dialogue,
and a piercing yet soft gaze that
captures the inner conflict. His
fluid body language and sponta-
neous expressions make even the
mundane moments feel ‘lived-in’,
turning characters into believable,
breathing individuals.

As a star, Mohanlal's box-office ap-
peal crosses class and age groups,
Mohanlal has been an economic
anchor for Malayalam cinema. He
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is one of the rare actors who has
been able to deliver industry hits
consistently in every decade since
his debut. From the 1980s to the
present, he has headlined some of
Malayalam cinema’s biggest com-
mercial blockbusters, redefining
mainstream success with films
that balance mass appeal and
emotional depth. His versatility
allows him to shine in both family
dramas and high-octane action
entertainers, bringing authen-
ticity to grand, heroic characters
without losing relatability. As
Tharun Moorthy, the director of
Thudarum said, Mohanlal has his
own “sleeper-cell audience”, a
large but often silent segment of
his fan base who remain invisible
in the usual fan-driven spaces, but
becomes highly visible whenever
amajor film of his releases. They
always cherish being part of a
Mohanlal film, driven by nostalgia
and an unwavering trust in his star
power and cinematic legacy. For
them, every release is not just a
movie but a reaffirmation of their
emotional connection to anicon
who has shaped generations of
cinematic experience.

The success of Mohanlal's
recently re-released old films
also underlines this fact. Be it
Spadikam (1995), Devadoothan
(2000), Manichithrathazhu, Chotta
Mumbai (2007), or Ravanaprab-
hu(2001), the audience return

to recreate the magic of iconic
moments, celebrate his timeless
charisma, and experience the
communal joy once felt decades
ago. Reflecting Bakhtin's idea of
the carnivalesque, the ordinary
hierarchies dissolve and collective
euphoria takes over in the theatre
ambience at the time of a Mohan-
lal re-release. The theatre space
transforms into a celebratory
arena and the spectators become
active participants where nostal-
gia, fandom and cinematic myth
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converge in a carnival of memory
and renewed admiration.

The uniqueness of Mohanlal is
that, he never had the traits of a
conventional hero. Instead, the
early roles indicated appetite for
flawed, ambivalent characters.
His method has never been a strict
alignment to any single school of
acting. Rather, his craft synthesiz-
es control and improvisatory ease,
a technique that allows naturalis-
tic speech rhythms to coexist with
cinematic expressivity. As the
famous Shakespearean charac-
ter Polonius states in Hamlet,
“Though this be madness, yet
there is method in't”, Mohanlal's
acting too embodies a compelling
paradox. His performances often
seem spontaneous, effortless and
instinctive which appears to be
living the character rather than
acting. Yet behind this seem-

ing "madness” lies an intricate
method, a finely tuned emotional
control, an acute eye for real-life
behaviour, and an almost invisible
technique that allows him to glide
between different emotions with
uncanny ease. One can decipher
this as the result of years of dis-
ciplined craft, deep psychological
insight, and a performer’s intuition
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sharpened through experience.
What looks like improvisational
magic is anchored in the profound
understanding of human nature
making Mohanlal both a natural
actor and an artist of meticulous
method.

Mohanlal and Malayalam
Cinema

One of Mohanlal's most enduring
contributions is the elevation

of the quotidian behaviour into
cinematic syntax. His performanc-
es invite the camera to linger on
the ordinary, the domestic and
routines. This aesthetic choice
shifts focus from conventional
dramatic peaks to the immediacy
of the present moment, thereby
enabling the emergence of a new
cinematic discourse. In doing

so, Mohanlal helped legitimize a
strand of Malayalam cinema that
privileges domestic micro-drama
and social realism over melodra-
matic resolution. The characters
played by Mohanlal in the films of
Sathyan Anthikkad, Priyadarshan,
Sibi Malayil and Blessy serve as
authentic folios of an average
Keralite, capturing lives shaped
by everyday struggles, quiet
aspirations, and deep emotional
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undercurrents.

Mohanlal's characters are often
morally complex rather than ideo-
logically pure. He plays the sympa-
thetic wrongdoer and the hesitant
protector with equal conviction,
inviting viewers to occupy ethical-
ly uneven vantage points. Char-
acters like Jayarajan (Uyarangalil,
1984), Kumaran Thampi (Sreekr-
ishna Parunthu, 1984), Dr. Haridas
(Amrutham Gamaya, 1987), Maathu
Pandaaram (Padamudra, 1988),
Rajiv Menon (Dasharatham, 1991),
Sivaprasad (Adhwaytham, 1991),
Nandagopan (Kamaladalam, 1992),
Sathyanathan (Sadayam), Manga-
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lassery Neelakandan (Devasur-
am), Georgekutty (Drishyam) and
Stephen Nedumpally (Lucifer) are
a few examples of this category.
Mohanlal's willingness to embody
contradiction helped Malayalam
cinema tackle social and moral
issues like class tensions, political
disillusionment, gender dynamics
and so on without reducing them
to mere caricatures.

Mohanlal is also an actor who has
redefined the style of romance in
Malayalam cinema by combining
charm with humour and passion
with everyday realism. Unlike the
conventional romantic heroes
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of the past, his characters often
appear grounded, flawed, and
intensely human. From the poetic
grace of Solomon in Namukku
Parkkan Munthirithoppukal (1986)
and the playful innocence of Jay-
akrishnan in Thoovanathumbikal
(1987), Mohanlal transitions to
the mature emotional intensity
of Chithram and Kilukkam, while
still retaining the tender sincerity
as seen in Vandanam (1989), Maya
Mayooram (1993) and Minnaram
(1994). His romantic arc thus
spans youthful charm, suscep-
tibility and deeply felt emotional
resonance.

Malayalam cinema has long
engaged with characters experi-
encing psychological turbulence,
yet the roles essayed by Mohanlal
bring a distinctly deeper dimen-
sion. His portrayals are marked
not merely by visible emotional
strain but by subtle internal
conflicts and an uncanny ability

to render the mind's fragility and
resilience with true-to-life pre-
cision. Sethumadhavan (Kireed-
am, 1989), Balan (Thazhvaram,
1990), Sidharthan (Aham, 1991),
Unnikrishnan (Pavithram, 1994),
Rameshan (Thanmathra, 2005),
Sivankutty (Bhramaram, 2009) are
a few illustrations of this category.
At the same time, his performance
as a psychiatrist (notably in Ul-
ladakkam, 1991 and Manichithrath-
azhu)both as Dr. Sunny showcas-
es his ability to combine empathy,
intellect and understated humour
with sharp psychological insight.

During the early days of Malayalam
cinema, humour was employed as
interludes. It had a separate track
almost like a subplot. The heroes
never attempted to engage in
such trajectories. But the entry of
Mohanlal altered this landscape,
as he brought a unique knack for
humour rooted in endearing ex-
pressions, flexible body language,
suggestive smiles, and well-timed
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one-liners. His comedy emerged
not from exaggeration, but from
subtlety and spontaneity. This
exceptional ability of Mohanlal has
helped him to create memorable
on-screen chemistry with a wide
range of actors, enhancing both
performance dynamics and narra-
tive depth. His collaborations with
Mukesh, Sreenivasan, Nedumudi
Venu, Thilakan, Jagathy Sreeku-
mar and Jagadish produced some
of Malayalam cinema’s most iconic
character duos rooted in natural
humour, emotional balance, and
dramatic synergy. With hero-

ines such as Karthika, Shobana,
Sumalatha, Revathi, Meena and
others, he brought a blend of
tenderness, playful rapport, and
mature emotional connection,
enriching romantic narratives
through subtle expressions and
timing. He also uses silence as an
active material and is a masterin

utilizing props and negative space.

Mohanlal's body rarely performs
for the spectacle, instead, mean-
ing gets attached to small and
often peripheral actions. For ex-
ample, the way he rolls a cigarette,
the adjustment of a shirt cuff, the
unbuckling of the watch, the tilt of
a head and so on. These micro-ac-
tions are cinematic signposts that
cue viewers into the interior life
without explicit explanation. The
actor’s control over these small
gestures alongside voice modu-
lation renders his performances
remarkably watchable evenin
scenes with mundane plots. His
‘avatar’ as larger-than-life figures
in certain films often as avengers,
law-enforcers and so on, he fuses
both mythic and human. The abil-
ity to fuse realism with cinematic
spectacle is what makes such
characters resonate deeply, not
merely as legends, but as believa-
ble figures who embody courage,
vulnerability, and grace.
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As a Phenomenon

Mohanlal has never shied away
from exploring diverse creative
and cultural avenues. Within
cinema, he has ventured beyond
acting, into production, singing,
and direction. His artistic range
extends to the stage, where he
has performed in acclaimed
productions such as Karnabhar-
am and Chayamukhi. He has also
showcased his versatility through
magic shows and by hosting pop-
ular television reality shows and
programmes. Beyond these cre-
ative pursuits, Mohanlal remains
deeply committed to philanthropy,
actively supporting social causes
and community initiatives. His
multifaceted engagements reflect
arestless artistic spiritand a gen-
uine desire to contribute mean-
ingfully across fields. Mohanlal has
also been entrusted with several
honorary positions over the

years, reflecting the respect he
commands in cultural, social, and
national spheres.

Though an actor, Mohanlal's
characters are often regarded as
the representation of the Malayali
psyche. Often regarded as the ‘al-
ter-ego’ of the Malayali audience,
his characters frequently embody
the tensions of the Keralites.

His characters are educated but
precarious, principled but pres-
sured, globally aware yet locally
anchored. He thus becomes a
cinematic repository for anxieties
about modern life, aspiration,

and ethical survival. The people
of Kerala value family relation-
ships and community obligations.
Mohanlal's characters embody
both these things as they drama-
tize family dynamics like the care
for elders, marital negotiations,
intergenerational conflict and so
on. The spectators consider him
as the 'neighbour-next-door’, at
times both as a son and a father
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figure, as brother, lover and hero,
as someone who can fail yet
remain morally intelligible.

Epilogue

Mohanlal's performances often
function as catharsis, both for

his characters and the audience.
Through his depictions, he channels
internal conflicts, suppressed
desires, grief and moral dilemmas
into powerful moments of release.
Through his characters, Mohanlal
carries the viewers into deeply

felt psychological spaces. His
controlled build-ups and sudden

yet organic emotional bursts allow
spectators to experience purifi-
cation, an Aristotelian cleansing
through empathy and identification.

In an era dominated by social
media, sustaining stardom
without succumbing to constant
scrutiny and criticism is no easy
feat. Yet Mohanlal has consistently
remained humble and composed,
demonstrating unwavering ded-
ication to the world of cinema.
Critics and scholars have variously
described Mohanlal as the actor
who has democratized subtlety,

or the star who has made the or-
dinary cinematic. His legacy is not
reducible to awards or box-office
numbers, rather, it rests in the
change he effected in audience
expectations and industry practic-
es. His performances have forged
a cinematic idiom that accepts
ambivalence as a human condition
and treats ordinary life with the
gravity of myth. In representing
the Malayali psyche, their domes-
tic concerns, political sensibili-
ties, humor, and contradictions,
Mohanlal does more than ‘act’. He
curates a cultural archive of ‘lived
feeling’and as Malayalam cinema
continues to evolve, his work will
remain a reference point for how
performance can transform a re-
gional imagination into a universal
encounter with human complexity.
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B Dr Subha Sachithanand

Mahatma Gandhi College, Thiruvananthapuram.

ays are moving

As itis normal,

Some say days are fast moving,
Isitso?

Priority matters to every one

Otherwise they're busy

Eyes and ears are married to the screen

We see each other on screens no one seein
person

Do we call this priority?

These days we like to wish through screen,
We hide our emotions through emojis

Can a smiley be a word?

But no words to appreciate each other.

We don't like to help others,

but we like to 'like’an empathy video
Post it and count the likes..

Is this life..??

Take a break, look around,

Still people are there.

Slow is always best, rather than fast,
Whichever be the era..
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Walking together:

Understanding the
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World of White Cane

hite cane isa symbol of

independence. Isit still

relevant to celebrate

White Cane Day? Does it
continue to serve both the visually
impaired and those with combined
visual and hearing impaired? Do
people truly understand its signifi-
cance?

In 1964, United States started to
celebrate October 15 as White Cane
Safety Day under the proclamation
of president Lyndon B. Johnson.
Over time, countries around the
world recognised itsimportance,
and October 15 is now observed
globally as International White Cane
day. Itiscommemorated to spread
awareness about white cane and

to ensure that white cane users

can move safely and confidently in
public spaces. It symbolises as the
rights and dignity of people with
visual impairment- their freedomto
navigate the world independently.
The white cane is more than a tool
-itisconsidered as an extension of

self by the visually impaired. It is of-
tenreferred as their“second eye”.

White cane actsasaquide and pro-
tector, which helps themto sense
the texture of surfaces-smooth,
rough, muddy, or wet, and to de-
tect the obstacles such as stones,
vehicles, posts etc. ahead. White
cane usersare mainly visually
impaired (include totally blind and
partially blind) or both visually and
hearingimpaired. Public can clearly
differentiate them by noticing the
colour. A white cane with red band
indicates the personis both visual
and hearingimpaired.

The sensitisation of white cane
helps the public how to respect and
support a person with white cane.
Do not touch a person or their cane
without permission. The best prac-
tice one should follow- Ask before
helping. If they say no, respect their
independence and do not insist
again. Interact with themin order
to make them cooland calm. Let’s
allow themto hold your elbow and

keep a half- step distance, so that
they can walk safely with their white
cane and follow you without any dif-
ficulties. Holding elbow helps them
to sense the movement quickly so
they canunderstand and adjust
movement accordingly, whether it
isanarrow surface or steps. Stop
the vehicle and offer safe passage
when you see a person with cane
crossing the road. It will help them
to cross the road without any
hindrance or confusion. In public
transport like bus, please ensure
their safety; whether they are seat-
ed properly or not.

One of the misunderstood groups
within the visually impaired com-
munity is those with low vision. So-
ciety often fails to identify them or
their challenges because they may
appear sighted at first glance. Even
movies or novels tends to show
only complete blindness. They
really face significant difficulties
inseeing, just like ablind person-
which means, they cannot read the
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signs or name boards, recognising faces,
oridentifying money. Most of the people
misjudge them and doubt on their disabil-
ities. Because of their acknowledgement
of such group of visually impaired. Aware-
nessis the only key to understand the
different levels of impairment and support
each person appropriately.

The Rights of persons with disability
(RPWD)act, 2016 plays a crucial role in
safeguarding the rights of white cane
usersin India. First RPWD act was for-
mulatedin 1995, thisact recognised only
seven types of disabilities. The RPWD act
of 2016, expanded this list to twenty-one
categories, and emphasisesinclusionin
education, employment and ensures ac-
cessibility. This act requires governments
to constructinfrastructure compactible to
differently abled person. These facilities
include tactile paths, ramps, accessible
toilets, Braille writing etc. However, many
people stilldo not understand the purpose
of tactile tiles on public places like foot
path, metro station.

If people get proper sensitisation, they can
create abarrier-free environment. When
people learnto avoid careless practices
like parking vehicles on tactile paths,
blocking opendrains, or obstructing
walkways, we move closer to create a truly
inclusive society.

The importance of celebrating White Cane
Dayis not just about organising an event
but;itisabout spreadingawareness. It
reminds the society of its responsibility to
create accessible spaces while also em-
powering visually impaired individuals to
know their rights and potential.

Inadeveloping country like India, this day
deserves much more attention. The gov-
ernment should ensure whether the laws
protect persons with disabilities are effec-
tively implemented across the nation.

Every citizen plays arole in buildinganin-
clusive and empathetic community. Public
should provide aninvolvement where;
differently abled individuals feel accepted
respected and valued-without being re-
minded of their limitations.

Let's walk together with the Mantra of
equality, awareness, and understand-
ing - so that every person, regardless
of ability, can move forward with confi-
dence and dignity.
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*FILLUP ALL TEACHING POSTS IN REGULAR AND PERMANENT MODE

* LIBRARIANS AND PHYSICAL DIRECTORS SHOULD BE EXTENDED FACILITIES
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=
GOVERNMENT
Abstract

Payment of Dearness Allowance/Dearness Relief payable in respect of
the  Teaching  staft/Pensioners/Family  pensioners  coming
under UGC/AICTE /Medical Education Schemes — Revised Rates
— Orders Issued.

FINANCE (PAY RESEARCH UNIT) DEPARTMENT
G.0.(P)No.137/2025/FIN Dated, Thiruvananthapuram, 31-10-2025

Read 1. G.O.(P) No.151/2020/Fin dated 05.11.2020

2. O.M.No.1/4/2023-E-Il (B) dated 20.10.2023 from
the Department of Expenditure, Ministry of Finance,
Government of India.

3. O.M.No0.42/04/2023-P&PW (D) dated 27.10.2023 from the
Department of Pension & Pensioners’ Welfare, Ministry of
Personnel, Public Grievances & Pensions, Government of
India.

4. 0.M.No.1/3(1)/2008-E.II(B) dated 06.11.2023 from the
Department of Expenditure, Ministry of Finance,
Government of India.

5. G.O.(P) No.104/2025/Fin dated 25.08.2025.
ORDER

Government are pleased to order that the rates of
Dearness Allowance payable in respect of the teaching staff coming
under UGC/AICTE/Medical Education Schemes who have changed
over to revised UGC/AICTE/Medical Education scale from 01.01.2016
or thereafter will be enhanced from the existing 42% to 46%.

2. The rates of Dearness Allowance payable in respect of the teaching



CO_L"ﬂEméfTﬂcm October - November 2025

staff coming under UGC/AICTE/Medical Education Schemes who
are continuing in the 6th UGC/AICTE/Medical Education scale
from 01.01.2006 or thereafter will be enhanced from the existing 221%
to 230%.

3. The rates of Dearness Relief payable to UGC Pensioners/Family
pensioners whose Pension/Family pension has been revised as per
Government Order read 1st above will be enhanced from the existing
42% to 46%.

4. The rates of Dearness Relief payable to UGC Pensioners/Family
pensioners whose Pension/Family pension had not been revised as per
Government Order read 1st above will be enhanced from the existing
221% to 230%.

5. The enhanced Dearness Allowance shall be started to draw along
with the salary due from the month of October 2025. i.e., salary to be
disbursed from November 2025.

6. The enhanced Dearness Relief shall be started to draw along with the
pension due for the month of November 2025, i.e, pension to be
disbursed from November 2025.

7 . The enhanced rate of dearness allowance is applicable, subject to
availability of funds, to grant-in-aid institutions, including RCC, MCC
etc. where UGC/AICTE/Medical Education Scheme has been
implemented through Government Order. The increased rate of
dearness relief is applicable only to institutions, including universities,

where statutory pension is followed by Government order. The
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enhanced rate of Dearness Allowance and Dearness Relief should not
exceed 46% (230% for those continuing in the 6th
UGC/AICTE/Medical Education scale effective from 01.01.2006 or
thereafter). Such institutions can sanction the enhanced rate of Dearness
Allowance and Dearness Relief after obtaining approval of the Board
of  Directors/Governing  Body/Managing  Committee/Executive

Committee etc.

(By order of the Governor)
KRIJYOTHILAL
ADDITIONAL CHIEF SECRETARY

To:

The Principal Accountant General (A&E), Kerala,
Thiruvananthapuram.

The Accountant General (Audit-1/II), Kerala, Thiruvananthapuram.
All Departments (All Sections) of the Secretariat including Law
Department.

All Heads of Departments and Offices.

The Secretary, Kerala Public Service Commission.

The Registrar, High Court of Kerala, Ernakulam.

The Advocate General, Kerala, Ernakulam.

All Additional Chief Secretaries, Principal Secretaries, Secretaries,
Special Secretaries, Additional Secretaries, Joint Secretaries,
Deputy Secretaries and Under Secretaries to Government.

The Secretary to Governor.

The Private Secretaries to Chief Minister and Ministers.

The Private Secretary to the Leader of Opposition and Government
Chief Whip.

The Private Secretary to Speaker/Deputy Speaker.

The Additional Secretary to the Chief Secretary.

The Registrars, All Universities in Kerala.

The Director of Treasuries, Thiruvananthapuram.
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Abstract

Finance Department- Medical Insurance Scheme for State Government
Employees and Pensioners- MEDISEP- Extension of the first phase of the
MEDISEP scheme for a period of two months - Sanction- Orders issued.

FINANCE (HEALTH INSURANCE) DEPARTMENT
G.0.(P)No0.131/2025/FIN Dated,Thiruvananthapuram, 29-10-2025

Read 1 G.O (P) No. 70/2022/FIN Dated 23/06/2022
2 G.O (P) No. 74/2025/FIN Dated 17/06/2025
3 G.O (P) No. 117/2025/FIN Dated 23/09/2025
4 Letter no.HI-2/170/2023-FIN Dated 27/10/2025
5 Letter from OICL dated 28/10/2025
ORDER
Government have launched MEDISEP scheme for the State Government

Employees, Pensioners/family pensioners and their eligible family members,
employees and pensioners of Universities which receive Grant-in-Aid from
State Government and Local Self Government Institutions and directly
recruited Personal Staff of Chief Minister, Ministers, Leader of opposition,
Chief Whip, Speaker, Deputy Speaker, Chairmen of Financial Committees
and Personal staff pensioners and family pensioners through the OICL with

effect from 01/07/2022 in GO read 15 above.

2. The scheme was introduced for a period of three years spanning from
01-07-2022 to 30-06-2025. Since, the process for initiating the second

phase of the scheme is underway the scheme was extended for a period of
three months vide order read 274 above. Later, the scheme was extended for

another term of one month till 31-10-2025 vide order read 3 above. Now,
the tendering process for selecting the insurer for the second phase is
ongoing. As the extended period of one month is nearing towards end,

government sought the possibility of extending the period for a period of

two months vide letter cited 4™ above. The OICL accepted this request and
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they expressed their willigness to extend the scheme for a period of two

months vide letter referred 5™ above with the following conditions:

1. The premium shall be payable @ Rs. 531/- including GST per family
for two months period expiring on 31/12/2025 for the existing number
of families.

2. The premium .of Rs. 531/- per family has to be remitted in a single
installment before 31/10/2025.

3. The families shall be covered as per existing terms and conditions and
only for their balance sum insured available on 31/10/2025. However,
in respect of the families who have a balance Sum Insured of less than
Rs. 50,000/-, their eligible Sum Insured during the extension period of
two months shall be Rs. 50,000/- per family.

4. Catastrophic package claims if any, shall be entertained on payment of

additional funds as per current terms.

Government have examined this matter in detail. For the uninterrupted
continuation of the scheme so as to provide cashless treatment facility to
the beneficiaries, government are pleased to accord administrative sanction
to extend the term of MEDISEP Phase I for a further period of two months,
that is till 31/12/2025 , with the following conditions:

. @ The current phase of MEDISEP will continue till the date of
31/12/2025 with the same terms and conditions in the Memorandum

of Understanding.

e The premium for the extended period of the scheme which shall
expired on 31/12/2025 shall be payable @ Rs. 531/- including GST
per family for the extended period of two months for the existing
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number of families.

e The additional amount required for the payment of premium will be
met from the balance fund available in 8449-00-120-81 — Corpus
Fund’ and thereby the burden of additional payment will not affect the

beneficiaries as well as state exchequer.

e The actual premium @ Rs. 472/- per month including GST and service
tax will be met under the head of account 7610-00-800-89-NV-
Interest free advance payment to insurance company towards the
implementation of MEDISEP.

e Basic Sum Insured (BSI) sﬁall be enhanced to Rs. 50,000/- ( in
proportionate to additional premium paid by government per family
for the extended period in respect of those families who have either
exhausted their sum insured or have a balance sum insured of less than
Rs. 50,000/~ as on 31/10/2025 for the extension period of two months.

e The scheme will provide cashless treatment benefit as well as the
benefit of catastrophic package to the beneficiaries with the same
terms and conditions of the existing MEDISEP scheme till the date of
31/12/2025.

(By order of the Governor)
KR JYOTHILAL
ADDITIONAL CHIEF SECRETARY

To;

The Principal Accountant General ( G &SSA/A&E), Kerala,

Thiruvananthapuram.

The Accountant General ( E & RSA), Kerala, Thiruvananthapuram
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