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B Pramod Vellachal

Member Syndicate, Kannur University

The Political
Economy
of Devotion:

Electoral Instrumentalisation of Belief:
An Analysis based on Meera Nanda’s book
The God Market: How Globalisation Is
Making India More Hindu.

his article theorises the elec-

toral exploitation of religious
belief in the Indian state of Kerala,
moving beyond conventional anal-
yses of communalism to examine
its embeddedness within neolib-
eral political economy. Utilising
Meera Nanda's seminal framework
of the "State-Temple-Corporate
Complex”and her critique of “mar-
ket-friendly religiosity,” it argues
that the invocation of deities like
Lord Ayyappa in political sloga-
neering represents not a regres-
sion to pre-modern politics but
a sophisticated form of strategic
sacralization compatible with
globalised capitalism. The analysis
posits that religion in Kerala's
electoral arena functions as a pli-

able cultural resource, facilitating
emotional voter mobilisation while
obscuring substantive issues of
redistribution and social justice,
thereby reflecting a pan-Indian
transformation in the relationship
between faith, capital, and state
power.

Theorising Religion as Political
Resource in a Market Society

In political theory, religion has
long been recognised as a potent
symbolic reservoir for generating
solidarity, identity, and legitimacy
(Chatterjee 4). However, the phe-
nomenon in contemporary India,
particularly within its electorally
vibrant and historically exception-
al state of Kerala, demands a more

specific theoretical apparatus.
Meera Nanda's The God Market:
How Globalisation Is Making India
More Hindu provides a critical
lens, arguing that under neolib-
eral reforms, religion has been
systematically 're-engineered

to flourish in the marketplace”
(Nanda 4). Contrary to seculari-
sation theses, globalisation has
not marginalised faith but has
reconfigured it into a commodity
and a political technology. This
article applies Nanda's frame-
work, alongside complementary
scholarship, to analyse how the
electoral instrumentalisation of
worship in Kerala—epitomised by
the politicisation of Lord Ayyappa
and the Sabarimala temple—con-



stitutes a strategic deployment
of “market-friendly religiosity”
(31). This process exemplifies the
convergence of political compe-
tition, corporate interests, and a
reformatted Hinduism, leading to
the hollowing out of substantive
secularism and the diminution of
religion’s ethical autonomy.

sacralization of Politics and the
Neoliberal Logic of Faith

The embedding of religious
symbols within electoral rhetoric
signifies a deliberate sacralization
of politics, where partisan choices
are framed as moral or devotional
duties. Nanda's analysis disrupts
the assumed dichotomy between
modernity and religious fervour,
demonstrating how sacralization
“operates comfortably within
contemporary political econo-
mies”(76). The invocation of Lord
Ayyappa in Kerala's campaigns

is paradigmatic. Thisis not a call
to spiritual asceticism but aligns
with what Nanda identifies as a
modern Hindu religiosity em-
phasising “civilizational pride,
prosperity, and national self-con-
fidence”(76). Faith is reformulated
to provide identity security and
moral certainty within a disorient-
ing market society. Consequently,
voting transmutes into a symbolic
act of religious loyalty, blurring
the citizen-devotee distinction.
As Arvind Rajagopal notes in his
study of media and nationalism,
such politics creates a “split
public,” where religious symbolism
allows for “‘communication that is
at once mass and intimate,” by-
passing rational-critical discourse
(Rajagopal 26). The sacred thus
becomes a “politically consumable
artefact,” seamlessly integrated
into the logic of electoral market-
ing.

Identity, Emotion, and the Marke-
tisation of Hinduism

The ascendancy of identity-based

MEERA NANDA

GHEIO0D]Markes

How globalization is making India more Hindu

mobilisation over programmatic
persuasion marks a global shift in
democratic politics, with religious
identity proving uniquely effica-
cious due toits deep roots in emo-
tion, ritual, and memory. Nanda
extends this understanding by de-
tailing the transformation of Hindu
religiosity into a “lifestyle-oriented
spirituality” compatible with mid-
dle-class consumption patterns
and nationalist sentiments (112).
Religion, she argues, now “markets
itself as a source of emotional
fulfilment and cultural pride
rather than moral critique”(112).

In Kerala, the slogan “Ayyappa
Votte”(Vote for Ayyappa) functions
as potent cultural shorthand. It
activates a complex matrix of
emotion, collective pride, and
perceived grievance—particularly
following the Supreme Court's
2018 Sabarimala verdict—with-
out necessitating overtly hostile
rhetoric. This supports Nanda's
claim that market-driven religion
excels at “simplifying complex
social realities into emotionally
resonant and politically efficient
symbols” (131). It offers a ready-
made, affectively charged identity

February 2026 | (COLLEGETEACHER

in a political field where traditional
class-based narratives face per-
ceived exhaustion.

The State-Temple-Corporate
Complex and Ideological Conver-
gence in Kerala

A cornerstone of Nanda's thesis is
the concept of the “State-Temple-
Corporate Complex,” describing a
synergistic alliance where political
power legitimises religious in-
stitutions, which in turn provide
social stability and a depoliticised
consumer base for corporate
capital (Nanda 158-59). She argues
the Indian state increasingly “facil-
itates the growth of religious insti-
tutions while corporate interests
benefit from religion’s depoliticis-
ing effects”(158). Kerala's political
landscape, despite its strong
leftist legacy, exhibits this logic.
The competitive appropriation

of Sabarimala symbolism by the
CPI(M), the Congress-led UDF,

and the BJP-led NDA reflects an
ideological convergence where
religious signalling becomes an
electorally unavoidable impera-
tive. This convergence normalises
religious symbolism across the
partisan spectrum, effectively
mainstreaming majoritarian
cultural politics. As Thomas Blom
Hansen theorises, this represents
a“banalization” of majoritarian-
ism, where Hindu sensibilities
become an unmarked, default
norm against which secularismis
judged (Hansen 16). Religion thus
permeates politics not as dogmat-
ic theology, but as an instrumen-
talised “infrastructure” embedded
within strategies of governance
and electoral capture.

From Belief to Grievance: The
Politics of Religious Injury

The electoral utility of religious
symbols is frequently amplified
through narratives of historical
grievance, cultural humiliation,
and tradition under threat. Nan-
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da’s critique of Hindutva under-
scores how belief is converted
into a politicised identity rooted

in perceived injury. In Kerala, the
discourse around Sabarimala has
shifted worship from a personal/
spiritual practice to a public-po-
litical claim, articulating a sense
of injustice against judicial or
“liberal” intervention. This aligns
with Christophe Jaffrelot's
analysis of how religious nation-
alism functions by transforming
“cultural identity into a mechanism
of political consolidation,” wherein
“identity replaces ideology as

the primary mode of mobilisa-

tion”(Jaffrelot 23). The political

construction of the “believer”as a
figure whose sentiments are per-
petually vulnerable creates a pow-

erful, victimhood-based solidarity.

However, as Nanda warns, this
“grievance politics” depoliticises
structural inequalities by redi-
recting energy towards defending
cultural symbols, thereby serving
the interests of elites across the
political and corporate spectrum
(Nanda 189).

Secularism Under Duress: From
Lived Pluralism to Managed
Majoritarianism

Kerala's model of secularism

has been distinguished as lived,
rooted in quotidian practices of
inter-community coexistence and
astrong public ethos. Nanda's
framework reveals how neoliberal
politics redefines this secular
compact. She describes a shift
towards a “de facto majoritarian-
ism masked by democratic form,”
where the state informally privi-
leges majority religious sentiment
while upholding procedural de-
mocracy (Nanda 201). The instru-
mental use of religious slogans in
elections erodes inter-community
trust, transforming sacred sym-
bols into contested political cap-
ital. Secularism is thus reduced
to a hollow legal shell, its social
substance drained. This resonates
with Romila Thapar’s caution

that when faith is harnessed to
power, “history, faith, and politics
collapse into ideology”(Thapar
17). The “managed pluralism” that
emerges is one where minority
rights are tolerated but the public
sphere is increasingly saturated
with majoritarian cultural codes,
a process Partha Chatterjee
might see as the privileging of
“corporate” religious identity over
individual citizenship within the
political society (Chatterjee 41).

Democratic and Ethical Implica-
tions in a Marketised Religious
Sphere

The commodification of belief
for electoral gain poses severe
ethical challenges to democratic
theory. Nanda emphasises that
market-driven religion systemat-
ically “depoliticises questions of
social justice, caste inequality,
and redistribution” by channelling
aspirations towards spiritual ful-
filment and cultural pride (Nanda
175). In the electoral arena, this
translates to emotion supplanting
policy deliberation and intimate
faith being instrumentalised for
transient political advantage. The



philosopher Ashis Nandy
provides a poignant
warning: once religion is
absorbed into competi-
tive politics, it “loses its
ethical autonomy and
becomes captive to pow-
er’(Nandy 64). Democ-
racy, reliant on reasoned
debate and informed
consent, is impover-
ished when mobilisation
strategies seek uncritical
emotional allegiance. The
transformation of the
devotee into a political
client and the deity into a
party mascot represents
a profound degradation
of both religious and
democratic life.

Conclusion: Electoral
Piety and the Trivializa-
tion of the Sacred

Examined through Meera
Nanda's The God Market,
the exploitation of Lord
Ayyappa’s symbolismin
Kerala's politics is neither
an archaic relic nora
mere communal flare-up.
It is a symptomatic expression

of areconfigured Indian democ-
racy where belief and worship

are increasingly politicized and
commodified. They function

as flexible cultural resources
within a “State-Temple-Corporate
Complex,” aligning devotional
sentiments with electoral strategy
and neoliberal governance. This
process does not deepen faith but
trivializes it, reducing complex
spiritual traditions to instruments
of political competition and

brand loyalty. While such tactics
may offer short-term electoral
dividends, they exact a long-term
cost: the erosion of democratic
culture, the corrosion of Kerala's
cherished secular social fab-

ric, and the transformation of
religion from a potential source of

moral reflection into a marketable
political asset. As Nanda starkly
concludes, this market-friendly
faith offers “prosperity theology”
without prophecy, and identity
without social justice—a potent
but ultimately corrosive brew for a
democratic society (Nanda 204).

Works Cited

Chatterjee, Partha. The Politics of
the Governed: Reflections on Popu-
lar Politics in Most of the World.
Permanent Black, 2004.

Hansen, Thomas Blom. The
Saffron Wave: Democracy and
Hindu Nationalism in Modern India.
Princeton UP, 1999.

Jaffrelot, Christophe. The Hindu
Nationalist Movement and Indian
Politics. Columbia UP, 1996.

February 2026 | (COLLEGETEACHER

Nanda, Meera. The God Market:
How Globalisation Is Making India
More Hindu. Random House India,
2009.

Nandy, Ashis. “The Politics of
Secularism and the Recovery of
Religious Tolerance.” Secularism
and Its Critics, edited by Rajeev
Bhargava, Oxford UP, 1998, pp.
321-44.

Rajagopal, Arvind. Politics after
Television: Hindu Nationalism
and the Reshaping of the Public in
India. Cambridge UP, 2001.

Thapar, Romila. “Syndicated
Hinduism.” Hinduism Reconsid-
ered, edited by Giinther-Dietz
Sontheimer and Hermann Kulke,
Manohar, 1997, pp. 54-81.



COLLEGETEACRER | February 2026

B 09623 af)o @@

(071 GHE8AIBM CHIERS3, UId

10

allslerionz8s Iyl -
@Ry 03 M S @MINIIBOTHIO Y
@9(egl® MoepIdbaN6BRYD

CUROODOEEBBOS HIULD

ODHHNIW (BalON1EeS
MEIATIW0 (JAIDMVTQAIW
MOV ERYOVAVoLIBGaHEBR
g1erlasss WI@WIem Wl
ANOaI@Bea3 arlsleelonsss
QIS ag)an HAUIDHHQAN o I0Wo.
arfngleelssss a9l agam vold
oHdho WI@OW MYallaflesaM0.
HLIDAVIOTB (@JIVNIMAIW
@RYUIMTH®I0103 (Modernism)
om1od MOVElsH 210N®O1]
Qa0IDOMINJo BRMINIGIBNO
6MQJo MVIBI MVoLIGaHNJo DD
HAUNOWI@ H6MI0. (@JAIIMVo,
@JaIaM] M Hollowlee! 83
(@JWIM HIQUPLISHAINEMATD
alo®do.

'D®91030 10600 QIBJIBIIAVAIO
G20 PIaYIWER BYW HOVEMEEB
8003 RMMIZIE3 M1MMo AeQIE]
SOHOMOANAUBES BRADEAIAI
aHOEMAEM” @JAIII MVIaOI®Yo
(Diaspora Literature). @Jaoavo
@nLnald Diaspora agyan@lm”
'BRMYGRUADBS o l0Ba] " ag)aNI

eMABMNo. M(aJHIDo (@JAIOMVo
@PMERANASBIM @YU af)aM MIEl
@1@3 aam1 (@MW 0aqQ
am.' [@J®at’ ag) ag)avt 2019: XIX]
2Ma] MSTOMAB012i88 630300
B@ (@JANIWOS &Sall0a]oem.
GO @RAIN3 alladaglejo ag)g
O HG1EJo BHIEMIQYIN@IEM.
BRYWMH AMaHIO} R0
OI@ (@JAIDMVo BLTQIIHEHIMINID
Q@I

(@JWI6Mo, al@lemMito ag)anlal
Wl aNMal@Bed alee &Hall
@HBeJo HSAD QUGN Qlo
WOWILD, G Galafl, @JTVOIMo,
mﬂ@”lgzjmmomm(ﬁ, MVo(@am]
@S68310 HAUINGHS1@3 (@JWO
OB al@1eMODOD 13

Qo @RYAIaHIEBBUY &HEMIo.
2101@OMIGRIAB0 AUGGHAIM
el UGS 1GRISB08S
@©oemo AlNM®al@3ead 2llae
SHAUTDDHSIEJo HIMIo. MU
BBg1GRION0 ()OO IWIGRISR0

2 100MIQY6EBS1GRIGRB0 @) 2100000
osgomm@(selgo 088 WIDHUB

@30S, WIDIa|0S, GHHILIEBRUD
ag)MIEReMO88 MWl &all
OHS1G3 26MIo. @YW aly
MU ERMY0IBIHNHOEMo,
maag%zm @:elo, TVMIIEM IaHEMo,
BRYOVAILINVMo af)MEBBHMWQ
8801QNIW1 MHOMOo WID)HOSB
QNelYI@BOmIQNS.

Al aNM@al@Bead Hl@d:
8103 Moo BRYAUBROMIABAM
BMIW1 @JAIdMo / (@JAaVvlow
@06MJ0. AILOITVIVTBHQUWNJo
MWD GHOEMOJo QB HW
aviamoe MIS, arls’ arlg’ @oemy
GRUIEBRUY CMS1YRBS WI@)B>U3
09" 8J@lo |12 HHMEI@N.
GHOBOMIHEI MVIGHOD® @MY
GBUIEBUI GBSO AN BHOS
aUIOWIM 1), MABMNINWy| ALISH
006 MIS” A’ BalddanNAIGM
GEIGASS, LMYSIHAIM 21100
@RYUWMHOWQYOS HILlo DGR
@06MJo. Al3§0BLOMo, H®IYI®S,
ARYORIV® af)MIAIPIWT 0D
oM MSOHAN WI@EHUB BRYUY
MSH@IUIBBHILIOMo MAHH



11

@06IMINJAN DI, WIDHU @3
a19S” ©21QI®aM, MatOa|SIGBaN
Wwl. aNMal@Bod BN S0
@JQIDV] ER@IMIG3 @AM B3
M@IaNIWIMo6m'.

ad909s0/1@3 arlern”

@6aN D0AT AWEBERo (JRIOaV]
[011516e188388 2191 |

aBCMI (@J1daV1 @3 erlanmoo
a195180 H09 aldgam [ #:03)10]
DS6I00) V006))B>U3H6) 1S 103
aVGQBo DHIIMICD) B@3 (@JIIaV]

[ rmaalc/o”lasgo ]

BBUIISMDIo - @RLI1G3 - B3@3
caIg M ©WaI@BeOad &0l

QAOS HAN MLIBIAUMINEMATD
»26mMIORAN” all.all. @@
al0QMNE". MM &H0NWYeSs nilo
MNIHL|MQHSWV BIaHI(JEWIW
O3 Qo AWHLINOMIES
GRUISMOMIHAF MVIBINIEROS
2MALIEN0. VI@IIS af)aM
SHN®XN0L! DENIQYOS MIda0y
GRIDGHOM]OL] WI@) BRYINO]H:
20® B@ HOAUVERIRO]OHY
@J®13:0001 QIGOM]EB3M@IW]
all.all. 0aN@08 MeleH1ssaM.
[1997: 61] "a151@3 Mmlanlossi]
o101 26M1OQ WI@a 05103
@RAI®@lal1a] ol arflgleel
#3388 AUFT af)aN HAUTOWI@3
arlgRoWss MO HOAIGBRLOCR
HNOW NITWo M1BQ 211630103
WRHBMME". DD SHAUHW]G3
aolealy ®oad FIMEI@ VMWL
s)gda@ohdo 3101001 20S16WIg
B0 AOWIHe8H301jo &0l
alo@mens”" [Jaruamooead:
1999: 107] @hajo MVIHHOQINOW
MY TVHSa |0 HNYo Arlgmow
88 MITWOM1Mald] &HallQo M
CRIOG OIS MVes1BaM o
OOQUGELYIOVGHAYNIW FUAMW
o193 2IBI@26M” A l0QIN D
BRAMNAICIMIW TY2IMHSIRJOS
GO YBMINIW MV CLIDHOD]
93 a1os] af) SO oggda)m)oem“
1AMo@ JIVAN IR @RE]
@O |gaM.

A516eIe8838 Q9] af)an HAIT®
OO0 4] MV2[130MMBY D633

February 2026

COLLEGE TEACHER




COLLEGETEACHER | February 2026
OM aloMME” "MONOSOWELId0

@@o 'mileenmuler” @yem:
QUM ) W]OHBOWE;1ef0
BOMMIGW @(@3; MVIAMo ag)an’
CIMMTBBOM B301So HEN2IGW
MN@. S, Hal0NE2100M8B
MSOJo MINMVIHHINBS NSO
m1§@mo®oao§§ DSNOJo @IRYE.
Al aNm@al@ea3 arlgleelosss
algl als1oad D MOMIBLOGBRUY
0$AIM OUINHBHIVBINDSBS (YN0
MSOAVNE. H@TM” @RYAVAM
@JG2123Mo BRYW] EBGIMIN®’
@RIDWQOS GAIGAIIS @R
BR®OM MYalNHHUd HANDHVI@I
PM=" Oalegam” alls” arlselo®o
SM®1903 alyned mlanoem”
SHAUOHQOS DSHNo. allaNIS alel
00mMeBR&1GRIAR0 @@ OfldhaVv]
ABaMeME®s1ejo "A1516RIHBHMD
GalOHM?" ag)aN” &GMHIMWo oy
HEBMIOO BBBo QOO eIV
alsS1aI®1GLINB0 al00D A0
@RO1(@JI0Jo, HLIMBOTHE! 2JQIaN
@RAIWIBININVEBGo ¢21031683aM
G210BJO] MBS (@JOVHeMo
GaldnelwIeam &HAll® @RYed: M
MITWafIg8s®."[ qualzomasa:
2013:14]. S$0NOQOS (JECOWHEID)
Qo BRYIIMATGCWWYo da;ohd
88 MYaINHUd D QIHBHS13
060,

arfgleelssss algl agam
HAUNOWIGE3 ANGBERLEIAIMEHUY
Ve HBa6NE". GLIdH 0/ MIS,
aVQPano / &:Gonlo, HO@AI"/
arls,; Moo/ WIRo afMMIAUHW
£J00 M@ HH06MI0. O1H0
@8N0V BIGINE:U3 @3 QUUOOIY)
MM GANAOCOMINS TYBUTHS
GMUOU3 @R@I@ MM MVIG QD)
MO GRIVGOMIHAZ MOMIBIW
6BBS1GLIA” MVEUB]HHIB U]
ABAM B30IOB DD HAUTOHWIG3
»06MI0. BRYUWMIH®WOS GRUD
2ayEBBBo QUIMNOW]E: MW
s8Bgo AlldM1a) AIME,J0Ud aly
BMNHUWBH B:Go6Nlo, MIS, OIS’
B alol1®IWICWI MNITWMNI
GWI A lDO@EYYNIGWI EG®IAN]
os@ll@mo. @RyWwmMla: sy
BY2V0Jo V@IV AfNHAVMOJo

aflslemen0leiss
3.219R3fo SQIlWI@3 aflenzo
6300M & U ©eMABOMIMN}.
MG6M SIOI@lENZ0M
@aNCQ® o Mal60RECS
@30 BWMIOENIGBIHAIEN]
60RG8W 10 0 6300,
8100 &96Mo. MoV
OS> (IQUBOmMNEORS8MOW
153EI60INSIOM]
3510 0HlalaU60R8 )0
&0lle mos] ailglenimmy.

QAIME®Ig &Sl arls’ anlg’ Gelod
ANa0aVIGEISS MVaE]
BHIM AUHM]HO” BRYWaOGAO].
arfngleelssss alvl 860 MVOWo
arlglerlasss @@ M@0l
15163 Mo a JOCOMHBSB
IO &S1WIM. MVIDADHOJo
V12](BOJNO® BMIOWIEEA!
A9 BaldHhIMIWa018836MIIUB
@M MIgIPE! BAY0OW]OHY
OHZa105HUd BRWING MA1eD
ANSEB8aN@I01 SHON® aloW
M. YNaOIDAMWHS HIOTMYo
@RWING NB1HEBEMIIUY &0N®
2112l B0BUM1d MVAMVYLS1GEI
A9 TVEMIQNHBMD. MIS/ (WMo /
ans” manes alel alwomle|ss
MNIMNWEBBRBIG3 NITWIA06M.

‘2Ilosmo 921021 515063363
ggmts)gz’lgjﬂgd alog o_lo”lgjﬂgd
@RENOMMo0 MU 1O
Mmoo

@RIVOAo GalsflO@M00 QIYLO
lwklar

26500001 (V2B {1DE2IDAYO

I

)

arls” MABE8aN HOMHOOMIE)
88 990V ]B:MNITWON 1O
MYUIME®] BRYWMTd> H:Go6n!
QAINITVNQOSDIEM. DGYI@3
30600 QlyeM1HcBe BIGOI al3all
Qo BRWINHI0J0 HBHIFOIGENE".

12

af)MI@3 DOMAO B:Go6N! ENITW
alyoinunsleel asse)dud
@YUM TBHMINIIB HLIDTVIOTDY
6338103 @RAIMO1a[lasamens"

'0)13OWHANHOAFHW@SOANAM00
HBOCWIAG

@PM00W" GcHI6M1aS1H:03 HQQ
an; lanmoo

00 l0Qa168BU3, aldla0daV6BRU3
2OMIMN0NBAI, AMoA0], o EML0
my -

216001 ETYaOMIS 0"

GonI NIMWEBSIHLI MISYOJo
®HB2]QORLI00 ADLNSIOD O]
Qo EIaY TVB:L|OD]OHPVe
QAUBA2JQAOWT MINWE MO
eNE". @RYCWIBNIW HMIY]GI
LIWIDHUT BHSAD QAUBEMIOUD
a19Q &GomI PLINEBUIHE
MIMLEBBUIAS30 DS [18JMBINIE:
010800INH:n06M” arls’ allg
GaldS:anaImIam” GRU TNV,
@RADABGARUTVAIY BRAITVOBBUI
£181H83aM @Y. B:GoeMNINIMLEE3
8103 5683189 1SHBANAIM”
aArls1n o JOQSS BRI MVIWY
2gl. @@IMITI NGO 1HAY
ANSIVMODIMMAVE] 4] B:Gom!
Ql§0INN1E3 MQo QIBAN.
BAOMIAN, BIQY, &:51 ag)an’
MINLAINUNWIGEISES HFotNlo
2J@EBRAN. MIIHH]HWEII0 MISY
6BBBIH:M0. BIGONB:UB DAVHYOHM
aNa@s@BM@IMI@3 A151GLIHs
288 0191 M0WIe® MIejan.

SO @SEBRMDGEBROHMWIGM”

"01151GRIHAHMMDEAIIBHMD Gald
31663070 ggoe;ods, ggoeﬂsasmn
AN E3568B3U3, DOMIQ] QO
amOd Mg Ukl adafls gel
alS101I0@1GLIIB0 410D alOWQaN
02)0@Joal, HLINBO1GD oS
O] 5J 1S OBRAIWTBUB."

SO G2l0B) DOMOBBSIAIONS
@O lodH 088 A1
eMIAN®S HIMANG). AVIND
BRYRUPOMEOMENIUD (@JBUYO
ODOBBBOS, MVo01BOM 1O
al@lve MV BHONMPE". H®”
ARYWMIHOWHS oIV EOI
Qo aBHICDHGEWWQo GaldBio



13

921N OTMWEM. MOESISTOm
o193 9HAUNNWIH AV
NIaO WILNOAMAYEBBRGo MAIOS
IEMOAN. BRYUIMTHD OO
HQIY1eD MIESISIOD OB
MoW® aldEMIAYNJo MIaOMVIA
®Qo MANeSs &HANWIG3 OB
NZQINIM Bl R TABMOME"
VXAV (JADAVIQRAIW
SHONOWIHLI MIWHEMIS, NQBSR
QI@ 01S1GRIES” BalddanN@I1aMm
2191 @a1031lasamms”. arlgleelos
B ld:GMIIUT QIIGEBBENE MVIW
MEERO8q 191, Magleel 2GHO0
291 211218 MOV BHEMIS” @2103]
ABAMN. &SIO® Q15103 Galow]
®1Q15) AIMILJo €2103463BU3
0M20W16E9mM21@1H830. HD
©al0BY68BUIOANEI00 (@J010aV]
IV MIVWEM DTMO0 o l0WQAT.
DOMOAAUTVINSBEMINUB QIT6NZo
GaldB46BBUY QIMo. MEBBEOM
MINZEaIG:AN B2I0EBLODO6B3
goemeelo KloN®eaan’ HoN®
Moo 3330 18800, TVAEQJIVI
WIIEMAIW DD GaldBY6EBUIHE
QANa@20©, HOAUBIBHH0Jo
2NIMIVOINIV OOMOEBBRBION
MOHS eIRlEs3aM D).

AS1GEIOGHAT GaldG:mMeQIan”
6210681080 2506005 0QnlIS]
a10QM &G @RSsERIWIE]
ABANODIHAMISAHWIEN. DhD
MM AUGBOHOAN SHGBN] alS]
POD]MOI@ SHeMMSIA1EsaM
@0, HEMNMI1OHLI00 H®ISIW]
oel @8aV1wIWT alaeQIan’
@RYUBIMV12|101880M HaI6BB3UI,
S0019e! %el1d allgesemglw
GMIOUB B:U0LI0 AlOWIMY AUMAN
aJBa1hA@ ag)M1EBEBHM NIMLEB
86S BB 2lEBLIVWIEM” HAITQOS
20om06B8103 dHMSTIQYIN®.QI1S’
MHOMOODI@ o100 NIMLAIW
DAVHYBOS B@3 QAYOITLNWIE.

0fes 'Als’ af)aM®’ ERINW)
00W1 NIMLEOG |G MITBABAT.
a1’ af8#now1 @oon - oY
GQIEMo af)aM 21103 AMVOMOMY QY
Q1a00068B&1T3 HIEMINIANIE .
@ROAWILIO® AI1SEMBIHM
G210BJo D HIVEMEBBUY HHD

BHOBOV6RI @RYHWIM],
alDEMMI60803 aflz§or(
EOMISIo UMOBOTNI
Slo B&do @1R).210060R3810
@RLOOIlG:MWIo
BBOCAINAI 06N MS
MM IEQICNMI6NT) €DV
&l 0o flafle o).
al3BEHOOW ldEMI®S (7]
GaHUWMEJO, M1 9] aldEMU@S
6010 NY[1e©)2]) OG06ME
MBS 60BN @YW}
NS 2flamoci0le08@o
6 s0QieS &I6mMaM M.

6NZENBV BN

‘@120 0IdeHHD0I1S”
®e) alls; agyeaen orls:

05019108 HSOMMBHUB HO
WN@BEIYAHB V@YW a0 D@3
@OMILOYY U BRRWIBM]HUD
OENIWalIg’

30001168 MINOTRIMo, N
©1@3 miell, a01naImIe)HSCw
SHOMMWIE® ®10EBSII HENFAS
aNAIHEIO® 1Mo &:S1Q0 1@]
HHOBODAN ©aH1WAI121000

@RMILOGOIEEBUSHN” 50011 T01a
310100V1a J20S 1O @I G6BBIO)
alowl

839010891903 l1gyRLAIO (@ JIG
@OM 290IA12J0OMNINAF GUOaH
@7@"

05168 @RV 1LI0OmOIGHS”
a@3@o QI1S26M” ag)aM V8,

elo arlslom neaobd Q@AM
a1 21O @REBEBOHM
EMIABEMIOUD @RENWLIOT
@O UIES aB@WISOJo
arlsoem’. arls’ MalH 1SN
QI GRIGHER IS’ af)aNINOWo
ar1eS AU@a.aVIaMo Arls’
@@u@m”lgd BaldaMI@3 M@ CA
GRIH3HI0)63BS121SHa |SOMILs

February 2026 | (COLLEGETEACHER

©QIIM MEAIIMNIMEIL] BRYUOWo
OIS0 HHI6MIo.

AS1OM R0 288 €219850
HNW1@3 Arlengo 63030NE:U3
2EMABDDAN. AHOM HOAD Q]
HB0D ERINCV Qo HalBREBWo
BRWG3HNITIN|NEBREBWQYo D
30002 HSIT3 3HIMNIo. MVICAYI
@l (@JAUGOMMEBBSROW] &G0
€IHSOOD) &S10 MIAlaHEBg0
SH0lMNo mos] anglessan.

AS1GEISS af)aN Galdd:a0 af)an
al9© 62193850 0001, a_AIEBRU3
QrS1GRINSNHAMMIN A Q16BN
af)M Q1MW G219350 a1
ABMDo allaMs’ &26mMdo. all
anls’ 5163 MIANIGEMO AUIAN
@7? af)ANIG:AD BRFOM GaldByo.
DESEY| avel1 2201 alsTQMW]
QITBEMIIUY BRMIHE! ANEAIBRUY
af)HAMINSHWINHEMAMNTWING
aleldes” ®Ie|o)ERgmE.
"a1g1@mIaN1EIMI UGB ®”
9alIS1w1e3 MISABAIEBHSHANO
OPN? af)HANINAEN g%d&af)(ﬂcﬂ&@@
LI MEBBUT?

0als1w1o3

2DO10LI alelmo
2300101101 BaN 161D U3
ANaDLINIWGA IO TVAO6BBUD 3
QATOWILDD> U3

@S f10lem31meaBg 103 nJ(Zﬂg
A19S1W o903 @3 MorledI]
@goe;(/a 630G09 Moo 1E/06110
Q@I

Wo1@IMIT 61203 P6B31e
SO

lel volelsu3
al19aN @Y Q61053 M@FH1W
aLVAMWLIMIN0

al19MWa Ja [EGMIa0ETWIRAD
22060 1810 05"

al1oM @A INEIDa IMZ6 1663
M35 1

OU8816836)TYo AU1UIdaVOJo
@JOBOMINAD Qo

Ga103§688U30” 50 MQalsT M@3
BHCMIOU3 @R@IT NIRIYMHIRI
SHVDHEBBGBo ( HaN12eM 1503,
M0g88 BAIG3, AISTW oJaIHUI

) @GRAY1aY @MIdWAOYo (@0



COHLiEmeEmcm February 2026

2eM10® 6210811 aldlafla)
LAWY MIMo, VoWI@3 M1

NEBRIOVSOM MYHQS UBlele:ud)
MV2a0T®Y QIVMQo (RIBIWEMo
31810{05) ACHHUII0WAo (A1
U2I0V0Jo (EJOBMOMO QDo )
ag)&loo @SERIVIA1ESM®IW]
MJo &GO,

o / allajal HLOHUD, O®) /
@RELOOV]H: 2llaM6BBU3, @1Y~I0
68B3U3/ MVIOTMYEEBUD ag)anIAl
OWEI00 GalBANIEM” @YW ]S
@oniBomIeel alyem] moares
mlglano@aMIeM” &HolN® ayall
aflesmm@. Mgl / argl@d
MM’ QAUIBBEMIIUT ©)HINZQUGAM
@ @R IMITI MO INBNLBS1WI
6. GHABOMIOL! BRYWMIH alD
OIVI®IEEBUY AflB3L0RIVEOMIFe
MREEOMIS0 Bajo @Yalo06ERSo

@PELYOYTH® Qo BEOGCAIIEI
OI6NMZ MSANBBATHQIAMIEM”
DY HAN® Tyallalosmmoy.
adBEMN2IW aloEMICY MGaHWR
£10,001af 2 100MIOLOOED I
@la) OB:06NE” YEIMIg M6BAM
@RYUMIH 210DV HOBSWIEN”
MOIOS &HIMAND. @R IMIGI
0e1WI8 HAIMWIoe! GrRWMI
HO®INUIBOHAAND 2 IdOMIOYOJo
@RYUWMIH@ Qo HLIGIM 3@
MVIOI®Y (@JNVNIMAOHEM AN’
al0®@Jo. GBUD BIYONIH QO]
W1GLIEs” DMUMD MIEBIEMUIU3
@O @RM1@3 MM’ @RGHEI,
0201 MI@EBOM GRU21RT@OM]
GRIOG0 GRUMYOMHEGeINs
088 a1BASHN0Jo BRIV @YY
a018830M6MNe". 93VUIGTIWISLI &
MM EBINSIa o Vo W1G3

14

M0 YEBIOVSON YHQS UIlel
&S0 [eJocBUwlamQ0 ©@0ay0Jo]
SHAUNDWOL!I MOVHOMF &2OSW
e’ a100MIOIOM1OHMRQ @RYWM]
HOQOSWo VORI Arlg]
ceIasas Q9] af)an S 1G3
BHIMAND®. BEO MVAWo A
MABIN O IHE! B lB:>06M
QIMICWIS” DIBIODYD |SEMID
o (@JIGRUIHRHMOW aeIaWwy
BBEBISBSB @R |0 GHIM1HHIM
@WR1SBANDo MHAIHS B:06M0.
eRYA dANUAMYeS MIF1M3

2 100HHIOM HANYHHIOAI[Non
Resident Indian - NRI] agyam
oe,m1@o@mo1gd§§ .60,
w6la130V19H03 @RETEJIWo geE’
HMWOEM'. "BRYORMINOD Y
QBH19LIom] MI@HB3EMIIgo M1
Ma0IVIBHO®, RIADOHOD
BME1SI3 MSODAN UOHAEBBBIGM”
(JuMIRIN®OEMIM’ ®SABa| MY
Y 1as3M@. MIS1G8 10BHHIOD
MANYHNIOM af)IM HOITOHWOS
wwlereisme© mlualwls|1e1es
MO’ @Y WILNIBMNYED]HY
@RAVIAMIRLYRIEM . MISTHY
@10000@0‘;0 BIaH@o @1Yal@6M
68B8o 8@ allaMAIYQINVN )M
MeI1G3 BREMHRAMNCNIG3
(e’ra@mm%ea%dom“ (@SR
el. aDelld® GPRID:0MO1G3
MO [SOOMV0 GRG GRADHOEM
OIM” QIPERM@OELIMDo @YW
01H0Jo OMVEIBGHOIMIHEM D
98B WI6IM PLINAIEM VIO
OMARLIMNLIYHS BPAVHHOMo
MSOIRM” @RAVAOYAIB:ANO).
@R HO6MOJo oJam%J‘ﬂ;goem“
HLIHVYo HHBAUNDTHQYo A
oy BINNSWIM (@)2l1@la 1@
MLOLINGBUAMIEJHS MorAIHE
an VBV WS NO1HSHNI
MOAUIOD, TVIBUNDED al@lIA
O] 18H0MAIN® MIFITI
a10BHHIOD MANIHNIOM” HY
6B AUGBANIM alloB1oel
QR HIVEMo MVEHORWMEM."[
W1ABIAY . 2019: 88]

0D Hallowleel Ms’ ®algd
So MAMYIAHIOB GBAUMWIW
MSOIZMAIEM. DD MVEHORWO
af)MI@3 A151ceIesss AIe]



15

ag)m MM SHANOWIT3 ST
anlel.

angleelsneeld aNglasan
@miNo &)O%d&ﬂg]@go HSOI
8IBBBo

argled mlaneelolosms] ms
HBOMN. E®IQ0Jo »1168B3M1LI00)0
H0aflelo."

arls1em aj0q]s190®o af@m]
@2)0e19adQo MSNOW &g
OHIENBIEM” D SN @RAINVI
MEBM D).

@RYWMIH® M1 ]a] arlslem
nﬂz(ﬂ%@@ aJMOIGLI2IM &S]
Malles MsHB3M06NE”. alls’
BRYMYAN B0 @RYAH30
@REWMIGHMIE). arlgleelss”
21LIMD Galdeel ®eam o151
M1’ 2 JOCOMEBRBS AIP1V)0
SHales amielens.. 83 arls’
MaYea |S@DMNAIM’ 8@Balds” arl
SHHUd H150M06NE" ag)aM WIMTQo
&A™ 2WACaNME. sl

A JOOSS @O GRAYIMIOEM]
aHEMAOWo O HE! IOV
J6MJ0. MVIMMo (NIDT]EJo
&GomIOm1ejo MVICBUOADOHNELI0
QYA HBa0EAIN 2| BRMYQUTIH
6mM0jo BRAYIDL2I10DBHB206M”
BRYUMIGHMINIIBo BRAIMO1a 1)
@JWOM ERYUOIWo. BR2ISTWOS
01y0a Mo 011 BHOSOMIOLI MV
R0y al0lAIGOMMEBBBOS CAUN
QIRRVIHB&H Qo MVIRHUODIW
aJO®eIn0 d®IP1eImo] mw
06BS1CRIHN &:S16W01WEH [0Ud
@RAIBIG3 MW / (WID MVoreId
aH6BBBAMEIW]. BREBOM VY0
1@ Mo €AIdO]S B8Q0als
Ql1BdBPAVYSS Al S0
@RAIGBOS OOAUDHIT]H: QYOGS
006 @RYWM1SH@INIIBEH M’
@RS1ITVOIMAIWT BAIa @ @RYUY
NS00 ALV
ayo ©1Q) DSDa IHHODHAF Mo
MO0 AIaY1VOIRIV] BOFINHH
@al@am MIaMI@amn. aIls’ 9Gal
AHHBANAIOIAT BRADILIDD)”
©®1Q) DSDa IBHCONABo M3
(@JIMNIMEBBRS1GEISB0 @ 1@161010)
CaldQ®). AMVAUIO MV

OOMDBB0]2)o aJOIW GO0
Mlajo H0MIMEOMHB0] )0
@RAIG RMEBBEBS” BSOS
SO HS1EJESWo (JAUBOMMEB
81eJ6SQo I OGHIMSTAT.
QS ©GalaH1HHINRBB@INEM
Mo GRG0 M16BBOB SO0
ABAMHMRANABS @RYUOWo Ol
MaI@e arlgleelssss a1yl
af)m HANOQOS @RADB@UWIOWI
M. BRYUMHOWHS QM IQHS
VIYPaOYA IO Qo ATV AI®Y >
QEMOJA26M” MAIOS BHIMaMND).
MVREEBEOS 2210e1 BRWIS]GI
M [0go OHSIO® MIelmoeme.
@) 2210L1WIM’ BRYWMTHIMANO
IL1PLISOMIGE MRHY EIay 1
omlond [(@"I, 3eloy, alolauaio]
aNnaNw cnaleidS1CRIES &HSaT
B2lLIIM®. MY IYAY a1V
OO 2 IdOWICLIINSS WO
©@W1oe! 8@ aldha)] GO’
wl. almWa1@ead arlgleelos
883 algl. MM HONOWHS VN
e/ (@IS IWQo BT alGHH
MH® MOHANWIWIG1HNIo.

(@JBURIOMABBBOS SOOI
20 @Galom]ees arla:avlesan
DD HNOWIG3 (2011Wa 90
M0t QAU |05HBHS VI
WMo &06MJo. DLIVIB GG
0loHel KNG GI0IJWICWIW
MI6S0S1ajogH:86S Q10On0%]
a100MIQYo MMM HHIEMJo.
al02]18J8eS, MoIBOm16 3
BolOW]LIBB HIQICPLISM @YW

February 2026 | (COLLEGETEACHER

MSHOWOS QIGOEMY 316N
M1 HE163 Mlan” aNcglannd
M. OO T3 BMISBEMIIUD
BRYUMTBHMWHS HINILD2IM
QI®1WI@3 Manss aNgmejo
anadvomalo arlgleelssss algl
)M SHANOWIT3 HIATOMHMN3
a M1R1e:H16690.

Ma0IWEMOEBRUY

GAWO. aVleny emosw1@s, 2013,
HODAN HIEJHHUB, HAVA” HOEIEN)
01, ®IGBAUMONa 0o

aa&erlm &allo, 1994, arflgleel
ABBB AUF], Da0ICRINITWT TVAQY
HLIDUOILI, BHISWo, aJ0o - 60

GWI. all.all.earl@0d, 1997, s
BalSe)dud, WAVl njdy; BHISWo

(@JVMEIRAJ, 1999, BHHOS8 &Sl
ool &hellQo alolo, awl avl
szgg", GHISWo

@JBlad” a1Me3B0Ss’ [ng)(uﬂg("a' ], 2013,
QN33 @o@(gdo};oa)o, M4yl
3oMm, aNgleelesss alel, alam
oJag‘ﬂ(soMég“, N@BAUMADa 0

BAWI. af).af) V(@)@ lat’ [ag)a1qa],
2019, (@JARAV MVOT®Y0, CHOB
@200 @oﬁqy%g“, ON@BAUMAD)
alo

.0 d.00101B0a; 2019, (@JOId0Mo
- @@1NIWIMAJo MVBRICVB®
o, @cras)oqog’ mag{lm, [l oLl
GHNIS |



COLLEGETEACHER | February 2026 16

Bl 5 of)o VIO

()(1B.a)0V. (V. BH0BBEL, BQAHILI0

'](0(258 aolam@Ia gmi’
()_I GQIBM af)16SWIV]@BaM0?

NSEO ndman(oenaq@@g(m)“,
DG 0Ud QAMEOQSS ag)am’
cemoomﬂgﬂad mlelan M1zl
(QDIBHUO SN QMo
caIzm gmzolmanleal?

meloololgler:

GAIBMYYo

DENBINHIEMI MLIIDIBHIGNI
algam BSaMLIELIo;

B@3 @aloladmlan’
@gomﬂeelg“ 20QoBM ng!

@G ]0ud,

NEeIQEOM Y MHPEOIR DSERANGIM QEM,
GQIBM af)AU10SIW]@M0;

QI0d@830 @BRADN0Jo

B9 SIN@IM AMIHOI

NaHOBo Galdnel,

ag)6BBOMWIW @M,

GAUBM?

MoReSYBS1@3
ga"lcm%(m,

MOMEEIBo EaloaM),

8303 210Nl
GAIBMOWH1GLIN?
@10 golealelemIdyd
MO U3 EROTYAT

ag)d D@ MM ESIGLI0!




17

B G, ®20IMIL @R)®d.
@RI BHIBB2, af)SOE I

February 2026 | (COLLEGETEACHER

MERAINOOTNBRSINS
OIS0

OO HE! BRI HIWD

2026 @ERINAOMEBRUI!
DBOIOHBaHIMOD]OHF 2100
2yEM1@3 ANeInam GREUALUD
AMHU af)ANIEM” HA DD EAI
MJ0 NAINA alDINABUTIABAND®”
af)sejo MERINAOMEBBUI MOAUD
ar21001688aM GRE@ M@MNOIL]
af)m88 QY1a0M Ga008: 168100
@IROAIMDITN” DERINAODEBR
86S ®aIND]HONNG BIRYWIO
wlel.

af)eloo QIYEERMD GEAINABTMo
af)aM (@JARIQUM D INGHOM]
a3 =00 Masno® (second
law of thermodynamics) eloceas
am af)an’ @RYA®A af)WlourS6Nmd
003 R P®AW @JIPIINHD
MHGIEMIS B21RO ADW]H6H0)
aN@®I6M.

@REEROM AY6ERAN SMMICMABO]
2jo 3@ allaIE0je LIBYAIGMIL]
MM NAOMOMIG3 Mo ag)ss1T3

HRIOMo (@Ja IO ag)ad
S2q1( entropy) @RLOOIO @RS
HHA1LI0QWOS BRSOI, H0OWOMD
MLIWYO QNS

aleAH (@JaloIOMIHG HEMIB
088 @RI M O_I(\B@daadﬁ
af)LJ00Eq 090 AGAMIS MO@o
ALEMIGBIAEBATD ag)AM@IEM. BRI
®LI1aM” MVaajo (time) sN2onad
GO |06 af)MBESIq 10
(entropy) @yem.

@R6EBROM al0QEMIIUE @EMD
DOROHOMIGRIHS T3 QI
al®1A8EMURB (af)Wlow’Sadead
QIMVGHOMNIV HBIOOMDH @I
BRED@IM 210WEHHI|WIE)
BR@OF MaYea | al0o @l
OM1eLl nf)BESIa|l aBo®eslejo
ANWODITE DHERINBOmMo MyYHH]
CHONBMOVSIgeNE’.

MHVOWIT ANWOHLINONIH]
@RSTNNIM @G YOIV B
2000 QY1n0a3 CaOIBH 16BN,

ERHDMT” W] HMISHWBOAND
af)aM1AIAB @RYEINIW] ®EAINA
OO®1OY af)BESIQ {168 B
0WMI® @Balo A2/lHBHHQMBOW] .

@@@1&)000080J(OO®)’] B@alds’
aLANBUIAHD U MO @Y
VAN GODIG3 @I INTH 1
omleel MualedIend® K (Gen1oud
ST uLlEIE:0) EYGaldH 1
aUlerLYA WS MA1EIBHNIW
¢ (WBMIOWDLI (@JHIUEAINO)
106MBo BOD HOm1eel aunl
8000 h (o ]08:” MLO10E:0)
L@BOIMNILION]HR ME1EEH:M0W
G af)aMIAIB ®>DMODICODINS
DU3G2JBOM. aBQjo B350NG3
®ERONBTMOBING MVoRA! 2l
8OO0 Joe! alayldsmoe
A &6S GalmBEMIIU RPN ]HW
H36)S OUINBNIBSTHNIND A lddh
OIM” O8S B@3 MVAAUHIMIW]
AMNIHMWHINMD Ba0IB6 16813 ng)ad
€S0a (1 @301,



CO_L"ﬂEméfmcm February 2026

@RYB®MAB ag)WlouwISend

OB@Do HTZIEM” ag)aN” Mo
V@ [1a] @Y OTBOUCIOH]
MABO™ IS 2| O CLISBSS
@RYBY MYaldhaoW] O 201 ®SA
an’ af)BESIa ]l D88 3@ m(‘rgan
M’ MUUONIQ0 MBIV IBIEHS
M MIalMelen® (temperture)
012001 @REMIaHEMo. @RAINOS
Qo IYlanM Ga0HH16BEI @10
Mo BV HOM1OHY MONEUdAH
@HUB 6HINE” DOm0 MTODM].

oﬂu@pmé@ a)aM BT VO30 jo
106N20 BDDdh MVELG3
@000 MOLIMO BB YBMI®
Wlejo B ;oMo - (@)D 1heMmo
(2892006MOBIM’ MeIeRHoem &
GaldU1ES6N3) BIMBIo OMBINIS
Qo AUBONO 2J@6BER1W TVAQOB)]
8383103 @O @1@134 @al@am’
DBIOMINYH:QJo O ag)MMo
88 (O8I0 M. HD®
1060 afdh 2JEAIaUM (Vacuum
fluctuation) ag)anoem” @RO1WEA |
SN

OMALRNJo MVAWNOJo MONEIBS
@M e®! MRLIADOD 1Y
(Energy time uncertainity relation)
@RS1OMOW1LI6M” DR

g nAkc’
— 2hG

i,

QN Ga0dBRleBIY’

MORGHIMMIVOBOH G Gald
OGRIBIBNIOD (@Jale@lo DD
&N0WITE MM aidealg
M@ . ODTHMWIEN BaOIHH 16813
@@om@mmg@s ®Ja 10110
AMOD]HAF TVAAIIBYOWIM” M3
MOOHH V).

@IODMEAYM HOSALT GNILlo
(tidal force) aggol@1@laB30M
®ERINBOMOBINY MRl
QI8OMIM@IaE: (event horizon)
MVoRANB|HANINIAN DD H1I6N30
A 2JCAIHMIM3 Mo o JOCO
BB MBBN2ISOMo (@)D dheMo
988316LINE QILI16.4|SHHIMo VI
WD afOOWIEIN

@ROMOOMIT3, @MU @IV
RLIADOBY 1O TVAUDBHLITI 1[G
asﬂ(zﬂa{l 32100 HY1WIH®
(@Jate@IGN@3 6NIDHH1WINIaM
Mo af)ANOHSMIMD QAW ag)am
OMRWER MVoAHHIM MWD
®el MoUVONNIF PODOAE®
G089 16813” Qlld106mo!

allemuo (Mass) M@ABS aH10@
MV’ 98 21@3W° @ERINROH O]
&a3 (Schwarzschild Black Hole)
D MIIOW]HAF MVANIIBL0
QUGN . BRGIG @Ialmlel
allemLEOMIS” Allal@1® @RAdAID
@OMILIEM. o) A lOINIES
®CRINBOMo BT BHEMEDD a 0o
®88] af)MBH96S , GRD® QIY]
allemuo @RM3a]o G:0QHQo Il

18

GRHOENT AWl HENIGH HAYB

hc’

T =
" 8xK,GM,

al@1@ @RMAIIOOMILIIEGHWIEI
®CRINRO0 ST HEMEBROSB
aj0o MBBHWQo BRD® Allengo all
AMWHOD NEMINIWT B0 HWQo
®21Qjo. 2JBB6N0 aloeomO@3 M1
0MaH0BRLo OBIME” @RYNAINWIW]

G ldBRHNIQYIN BT MGHINROTD
DG(@ aHIIBA’ ©6)21CIW” DGR
NOBOMo. @I IND B> (@00
@@IM” MIRINITIHNDE3 @RAVIWY
Q026N @SBaloMeBBS1@3 06813
amn MEHINBODMEBRUI, HOQUBD
21002BRBB MCNINBOMEBRUT O
SEERIVAIES D@ G @I N 1d:
(3200883 MLIMICIHHE3 MVOWY
200) a0’ d®SIeOmIgNE"

MOMOO HeNZal1SOMEBRUT Moel”
®ERIVARO MIYnERSGRIAB0
(laws of black hole mechanics)
@P@®AOIY] DOCOMNSHNINAM B 196N20
L@ leLIAOBO al@lel
celdso AUFIHUd OOS1HB3MME"

af)daNe1ejo Mo @Y AT ©
0899008 (@J901020JHWINEME;1GB
B106N20 PBOIOW]OHY HOHAOQ
20 GRYQROW] GRANSS AIBO]
AHIND BaldB:ON® MIRHS MM
®GOINAOMEBRUY BRYWID]Ls30.



19

H Dr.DeviRaj V.

Sree Vivekananda College, Kunnamkulam

February 2026 | (COLLEGETEACHER

The Politics
of Kashmir

ashmir, often romanticised as

heaven on earth is celebrated
for its snow-clad mountains, em-
erald valleys, and postcard-per-
fect serenity. It is said that every
season in Kashmir is beautiful, and
every frame it offers is breathtak-
ing. Yet beyond this curated beau-
ty lies aland that has long been a
witness to bloodshed, gunshots,
and silence enforced by fear. What
makes Kashmir so vulnerable?
Why is this “heaven on earth” never
truly a heaven, neither for its peo-
ple nor for those who wish to know
it beyond tourism brochures? And
most importantly, who really gains
when Kashmir bleeds?

This article is my attempt to jour-
nal my understanding of Kashmir
after living there for nearly a
month. Though romanticised as

the “heaven on earth”, Kashmir has
long been portrayed as a per-
petual security threat. While its
picturesque landscapes dominate
tourism campaigns, its political
reality is marked by militarisation,
surveillance, and recurring vio-
lence. Like any traveller, my initial
days were filled with excitement,
absorbing the landscapes, the
culture, the food and the rhythm
of daily life. But soon, | chose to
step away from the narratives
that the national media has fed us
for decades. Instead | listened to
the natives, to whispered con-
versations, to lived experiences
that never make it to prime-time
debates. What | heard unsettled
me. The most genuine voices
opened an entirely new chapter of
understanding, one that ques-
tioned everything | thought | knew

about Kashmir.

Would you believe that Kashmir is
always under surveillance? And |
am not merely referring to visible
military presence or security
checkpoints. Surveillance here
extends into classrooms, conver-
sations, academic spaces, and
gatherings. Once, my Kashmiri
roommate quietly warned me
about a fellow colleague, “He is

not here to study. He has other
motives.” | was taken aback-not by
the statement alone, but by the in-
stinctive caution behind it. | began
observing more carefully, more
sceptically, and then it struck me:
this constant suspicion is not par-
anoia; it is inheritance. This is how
generations of Kashmiris have
been conditioned to live. Every
outsider is foreign. Every conver-
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sationis risky. Every opinion can
be dangerous.

“We don't talk about politics, Devi.
We are scared to criticise,” Bhai
told me bluntly. Three weeks of
attending sessions at one of the
country’s most reputed universi-
ties without taking the political
bait thrown casually into discus-
sions felt like a herculean task.
Listening to stories of survival
from crackdowns, curfews,
internet blackouts, and military
retaliation was deeply unsettling.
Yet what struck me the most was
their unshakeable attachment

to the land. Not a single person

| spoke to expressed a desire to
leave Kashmir permanently. “We
won't be able to breathe outside
Kashmir,” my roommate said with
quiet certainty.

Tourism is often described as the
backbone of Kashmir's economy.
Yet during my visit, international

tourists were almost absent. Much

like Indian tourists who hesitate
after every reported attack such
as the Pahalgam incident, foreign
travellers too are conditioned to
see Kashmir as an unsafe destina-
tion. This fear is not accidental; it
is manufactured. National media,
with its relentless projection of
Kashmir as a perpetual war zone,
has successfully branded it as
hell on earth. The consequence is
economic suffocation masked as
national security.

“Even the beggar has a house
here,” a friend told me. | believe
him. What surprised me was

the structure of Kashmiri life
with large families, traditional
three-storeyed houses, eight

to twelve people living under

one roof. “They are still trying

to figure out how we survive,”
Bhai remarked during our trip

to Pahalgam. The abrogation of
Article 370 strangled everyday life,
yet Kashmiris survived prolonged

.

lockdowns and communication
blackouts through deep-rooted
community solidarity. “Nobody
died of famine. They thought we
would, but we didn't.” That was
the moment | began to sense the
deeper politics of Kashmir.

Kashmir has long been reduced to
a convenient scapegoat. For dec-
ades, it has been allowed perhaps
required to bleed. Every time the
nation approaches an election,
every time the Central Govern-
ment faces a legitimacy crisis or
policy failure, a part of Kashmir
erupts. Fearis reignited. Patriot-
ismis rehearsed. The valley pays
the price. Innocents die, security

) ’;5. .
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is “breached,” and retaliation
follows, swift, spectacular, and
televised. The nation applauds.

What the applause drowns out is
the Kashmiri reality of retaliation.
When the rest of the country
cheers missile strikes and drone
attacks, there are casualties with-
in our own borders. Attacks are
often carried out in regions devoid
of basic healthcare infrastructure.
These deaths rarely make head-
lines. Numbers are hidden. Grief
is localised. When my roommate
described holding her three-year-
old child through the night, pray-
ing that a drone would not land on
their roof, | felt ashamed of every
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slogan shouted in the name of
nationalism. “Glory to the King,”
the media proclaimed. But which
king is this?

The same leadership that displays
muscular nationalism against Pa-
kistan has remained conspicuous-
ly silent about China quietly and
systematically encroaching upon
Indian territory in Ladakh. Valleys
in Leh are being occupied, borders
redrawn, yet there are no prime-
time debates, no chest-thumping
patriotism, no dramatic retalia-
tion. Why? Why does nationalism
find its loudest voice only when
the enemy is Pakistan?

Perhaps the answer lies in power
dynamics. Pakistan is a weaker
enemy politically, economically,
militarily compared to China. It
is safer to provoke, to attack, to
display dominance. China, on the
other hand, demands diplomatic
restraint, economic caution, and
strategic silence. And so, patriot-
ism becomes selective. Kashmir
becomes expendable.

On my return from Kashmir, Bhai
dropped me at the airport. Before
leaving, he handed me a book, 'The
Hanging of Afzal Guru’ by Arundha-
ti Roy. Lowering his voice, he said,
“Keep it inside your bag. Don't pull
it out until you leave Kashmir. This
book is banned here.” In that mo-
ment, a simple exchange acquired
the weight of illegality. | felt, for
the first time, like | was smuggling
knowledge.

The moment | boarded the flight
and fastened my seatbelt, | pulled
the book out and began reading.
Roy’s incisive narrative revisits
the events surrounding the 2001
attack on the Indian Parliament,
an incident officially framed as an
assault on Indian democracy itself.
Yet Roy meticulously exposes the
fragility of the legal process that
followed. Despite contradictions,
fabricated evidence, and confes-

sions extracted under question-
able circumstances, Mohammed
Afzal Guru was sentenced to death
and executed on February 9, 2013.
The justification offered was not
juridical certainty but the need to
satisfy the “collective conscience”
of society.

Roy’s critique is devastating in its
clarity. The invocation of “collec-
tive conscience” signals a depar-
ture from constitutional principles
toward populist sentiment. Jus-
tice, in this case, was not ground-
edinincontrovertible evidence
but in the symbolic requirement of
punishment. Roy concludes that
Afzal Guru's execution was not
merely a legal act but a political
one, one that decisively estab-
lished the ‘Otherness of Kashmiri’
within the Indian political imagi-
nation.

Reading the book, gifted by a
Kashmiri who himself had learned
the cost of speaking too open-

ly,  began to retrospectively
understand the silences | had
encountered throughout my stay.
The guarded conversations, the
reluctance to articulate political
opinions, the strategic quietness,
these were not expressions of ap-
athy but survival strategies within
a nation that constitutionally
claims secularism and democracy,
yet routinely suspends bothin
Kashmir.

Roy’s analysis enabled me to
connect lived experience with
historical pattern. Kashmir, as
she notes, has repeatedly been
treated as a “trusted old politi-

cal football,” kicked about with
careful timing to serve electoral
interests and nationalist posturing
(Roy, 2016). The timing of Afzal
Guru's execution, like many other
decisive interventions in Kashmir,
appeared deliberate, aligned with
political necessity rather than
judicial finality.
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Suddenly, everything made sense.
The persistent surveillance, the
fear of dissent, the banning of
books, and the criminalisation

of alternative narratives are not
aberrations; they are systemic.
They reveal a state that demands
unquestioning loyalty while
denying full political belonging. In
such a context, silence becomes a
rational choice, and survival itself
becomes a form of resistance.

It underscored a troubling truth:
Kashmir’'s marginalisation is not
accidental but institutionalised,
produced through law, media, and
policy. The hanging of Afzal Guru,
the abrogation of Article 370,

and the continued suppression

of dissent are not isolated events
but interconnected mechanisms
within a broader political project.
They reinforce Kashmir’s status
as aninternal “other,” essential for
sustaining a selective nationalism
that thrives on spectacle rather
thanjustice.

In reflecting on this final moment
of my journey, | realised that
understanding Kashmir requires
more than empathy; it demands
critical engagement with the legal
and political frameworks that
govern it. Until India confronts the
ethical contradictions embedded
in its Kashmir policy, between
democracy and domination, in-
tegration and exclusion. Kashmir
will remain suspended between
belonging and erasure.

The politics of Kashmir, then, is
not merely about land or borders.
It is about control, narrative, and
convenience. It is about using

a people’s suffering to consoli-
date power elsewhere. Until this
truth is confronted, Kashmir will
continue to bleed not because it is
inherently violent, but because it
has been made useful that way.
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( The smallholding, the peasant
and his family; next to it another
smallholding, another peasant
and another family....In this

way the greater part of the
French nation is formed by

the simple addition of units of
corresponding size, much as
many potatoes in a sack make up
a sack of potatoes. (312)
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FUNE

T OTHE ENTERTAINMENT CITY

WELCOME TO YOUR
ULTIMATE FUN DESTINATION

Escape the heat and dive into a world of joy! Located conveniently near HilLte Mall in
Vadapuram, Funtartica Entertainment City is the perfect getaway for families, friends, and
thrill-seekers. From heart-racing water slides to immersive 16D cinema experiences, we have
something for everyone.

Eat, Relax & Refresh

+ Food Court & Cafeteria
+ Prayer Hall

+ Convenience

+ Conference Hall

E =y

9@ Vadapuram, Nilambur, Malappuram GFUNTARTICA

= funtartica300082@gmail.com
Q +91 96055 87332 | +91 98468 21259 Scan for Scan for

Location Instagram




