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surrendered

my paced scribblings on margins,
the poking urge for order,
labelled duties and lists,
the endless beckoning of deadlines,
ironing hours into neat edges.

| surrendered

the charged punctuations,

forcing words into voids,

chiseling people into spiralling thoughts,
dissecting loaded gestures

and hollow greetings.

I'surrendered to

the aroma of sweet breath,

the map of milk-moustaches,
twinkling eyes holding my reflection,
tiny velvet grips

that casually cradle my heart.

And I surrendered to

the slow ritual of tender mornings,

the sunrays napping on the white curtains,
little feet drifting closer under the sheet,
whispering prayers

and gratitude to the wind.

| began

pausing to watch the tingle of sun dust,
snacking on quiet words under night light,
leaning into the little hugs

that ward off worry,

gathering soft vowels

and soaking in softer hues,

inhabiting spaces

where the chase evades my name

and life blooms into meaning.
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STUDENTS' COMPANION FOR COMMUNICATIVE ENGLISH
A COMPLETE AND COMPREHENSIVE ENGLISH GRAMMAR TEXT

& AN ADVANCED, UNMATCHED, ESSENTIAL SELF-STUDY
ENGLISH GRAMMAR COURSE - CUM- REFERENCE BOOK

& MASTER COMMUNICATIVE ENGLISH SWIFTLY AND EASILY

Author: T. K. Narendran Nair M. A: M. Ed.
(A veteran English Teacher and Educationist)

FEATURES: Ph: 9447866480)

Parts of Speech | Tenses | Concord | Articles | Interrogatives

Active and Passive Voice | Reported Speech | Conditional Clauses
Degrees of Comparison | Figure of Speech | Usages of Words and Phrases |

Interactions on Different Occasions, etc.

Letter Writing | Résumé ( C. V.) | Précis Writing | Essays | Formal Speech |
Group Discussion | Interview | Phonetics | Life Skills to be Developed

> Sample Question Papers with Answers for Competitive Examinations.
> Concise Definitions supported with explicit and expressive examples,

in simple language.

> An indispensable Hand book for Students, Teachers and Professionals.

Foreword : Dr. Shashi Tharoor M. P.
Introduction : Dr. R. K. Jayaprakash, Director, SCERT.
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Jasmine

India’s Floral Heritage
of Beauty and Value

asmine (Jasminum spp.,
J family Oleaceae)is an

important ornamental and
aromatic plant widely valued in
India. It explains that jasmine is
not only admired for its pleasant
fragrance and symbolic cultural
significance but also holds
importance across multiple fields
such as botany, pharmacology,
ecology, culture, and economics.
The review focuses on key
aspects of the plant, including
its botanical features, chemical
constituents responsible for
its fragrance and medicinal
properties, and its ecological
role in supporting biodiversity.
It also emphasizes the strong
socio-cultural connections of
jasmine in Indian traditions,
rituals, and daily life, along with
its contribution to livelihoods

through floriculture and related
industries. Additionally, the
abstract points to emerging
scientific research onjasmine,
showing how modern studies
are expanding knowledge
about its uses and benefits.
Overall, it highlights jasmine

as amultifunctional plant that
integrates traditional knowledge
with scientific understanding,
servingasabridge between
biodiversity conservation,
economic development, and
cultural heritage in India.

1. Introduction

India has adeep and ancient
relationship with flowers,
where they are not only valued
for their beauty but also for
their spiritual, cultural, and
practical significance. Among

all ornamental plants, jasmine
holds a special and distinguished
position. Itis often called the
“Queen of Fragrance”because

of its strong, sweet, and
long-lasting aroma, which is
considered one of the most
pleasant natural scentsin the
plant kingdom.

Several species of jasmine are
widely cultivated in India, each
with unique characteristics and
uses. The most important ones
include:

Jasminum sambac - commonly
used in religious offerings,
garlands, and temple rituals

Jasminum auriculatum - known
forits high fragrance quality and
use in traditional decorations

Jasminum grandiflorum - widely
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used in the perfume industry due
toits essential oil content.

These species thrive in tropical
and subtropical climates, making
India one of the major centers of
jasmine cultivation in the world.

However, jasmine is not just

an ornamental or decorative
plant. It represents a powerful
connection between nature,
science, and culture. In Indian
tradition, jasmine flowers are
closely associated with purity,
devotion, and auspicious
occasions. They are commonly
used in temple worship, religious
ceremonies, weddings, and
festivals, symbolizing beauty and
positive energy.

From a historical perspective,
jasmine has been mentioned in
ancient Indian scriptures and
literature, showingitslong-
standing cultural importance.
Over time, its role has expanded
beyond tradition into modern
industries. Today, jasmine is an
important raw material in:

e  Perfumery and cosmetics
(due toits essential oils)

e Aromatherapy and wellness
products

e Pharmacological and
medicinal research(because
of its bioactive compounds)

Scientifically, jasmine is

also studied for its botanical
characteristics, including flower
morphology, growth patterns,
and ecological adaptability. It
plays animportant ecological
role by attracting pollinators
such as bees and butterflies,
thereby supporting biodiversity.

This review aims to bring
together all these aspects
botanical features, chemical
composition, ecological
importance, cultural value, and
economic significance into a
comprehensive understanding
of jasmine in the Indian context.
It highlights how a single plant
can bridge traditional knowledge

systems and modern scientific
applications.

2. Botanical Overview
2.1 Taxonomy and Classification

Jasmine belongs to the family
Oleaceae, agroup that also
includes economically and
botanically important plants
such as olive and ash. The genus
Jasminum consists of more than
200 species distributed mainly
across tropical and subtropical
regions of the world. These
species are widely appreciated
for their ornamental beauty

and characteristic fragrance.
Jasmine occupies animportant
position in plant taxonomy due
toits diverse morphological
features and ecological
adaptability.

The taxonomic hierarchy of
jasmine is as follows:

e Kingdom: Plantae
e C(Clade: Angiosperms

e Order: Lamiales
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Family: Oleaceae
e (Genus:Jasminum
2.2 Morphology

Jasmine plants are generally
shrubs or climbing vines with
attractive foliage and highly
fragrant flowers. Depending

on the species, the plant may
exhibit woody or semi-woody
stems that often require support
for climbing. The leaves are
arranged either oppositely or
alternately and may be simple or
pinnately compound.

The flowers are usually star-
shaped, delicate, and white or
yellow in color. Their strong and
pleasant fragrance is one of
the defining characteristics of
jasmine. The fruitis typically
aberry that turns black upon
maturity. Most jasmine species
bloom during warmer seasons,
and the flowersrelease a
stronger fragrance at night. This
nocturnal fragrance emission
is considered an evolutionary
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adaptation that helps attract
night-active pollinators,
especially moths, thereby
improving pollination efficiency.

2.3 Reproductive Biology

Jasmine reproduces through
both sexual and vegetative
methods. Sexual reproduction
occurs through seeds, although
this method is less commonly
used in commercial cultivation
because seed-grown plants may
show variability in growth and
flowering characteristics.

Vegetative propagationis the
preferred method injasmine
cultivation because it ensures
genetic uniformity, faster
growth, and earlier flowering.
Common vegetative techniques
include stem cuttings, layering,
and tissue culture. Among these
methods, stem cuttings are
widely practiced due to their
simplicity and high success rate,
while tissue culture has emerged
as an advanced technique for
large-scale propagation and
disease-free planting material
production.

3. Phytochemistry and Aroma
Profile

The characteristic fragrance
of jasmine results froma
complex mixture of volatile
organic compounds(VOCs).
These compounds collectively
create the sweet, floral, and
slightly musky aroma for which
jasmine isrenowned. Major
aromatic constituentsinclude
benzyl acetate, linalool, indole,
jasmonates, and eugenol.

Benzyl acetate contributes
asweet floral scent, while
linalool provides a fresh and
delicate aroma. Indole, although
possessing a strong animalic
odorinisolation, contributes
depth andrichness tojasmine
fragrance when presentin small
quantities. Jasmonates are
important aromatic molecules
associated with plant defense
and floral scent, whereas eugenol

adds spicy and warm notes.
Together, these compounds
produce the unique fragrance
profile that makes jasmine
highly valuable in perfumery and
aromatherapy.

3.1Essential Oil Extraction

Jasmine essential oil is
extracted mainly through solvent
extraction and traditional
enfleurage methods. Solvent
extraction produces “jasmine
absolute,”a concentrated
aromatic substance widely

used inluxury perfumes and
cosmetics. Enfleurage, an older
traditional technique, involves
absorbing the fragrance of fresh
flowers into fats or oils before
extraction.

Jasmine oil isregarded as one of
the most expensive essential oils
inthe world because avery large
quantity of flowersis required

to produce a small amount of oil.
The delicate nature of jasmine
flowers also demands careful
harvesting and processing to
preserve theiraroma.

3.2 Pharmacological Properties

Scientific studies have shown
that jasmine possesses several
pharmacological properties.
Jasmine extracts exhibit
antioxidant activity, helping

to neutralize harmful free
radicals within the body. They
also demonstrate antimicrobial
effects against certain bacteria
and fungi, making them

useful in traditional medicinal
preparations.

Additionally, jasmine has anti-
inflammatory properties and
iswidely recognized for its
aromatherapeutic benefits. The
fragrance of jasmine is believed
toreduce stress, promote
relaxation, and enhance mood.
Because of these medicinal and
therapeutic properties, jasmine
continues to attract attentionin
both traditional healing systems
and modern pharmacological
research.
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4. Ecological Significance

Jasmine plays animportant
ecological role by supporting
biodiversity and contributing to
environmental stability. Beyond
its ornamental value, the plant
interacts closely with pollinators
and helps enrich urban and rural
ecosystems.

4.1 Pollination Ecology

Many jasmine species bloom
during the evening or night,
producing strong fragrances
that attract nocturnal pollinators
such as moths. The floral scent
acts as a chemical signal guiding
pollinators toward the flowers.
This adaptation increases
pollination efficiency and
enhancesreproductive success.
Such specialized plant-pollinator
interactions demonstrate

the ecological significance

of jasmine within natural
ecosystems.

4.2 Biodiversity Enhancement

Jasmine plants contribute
positively to biodiversity by
supporting insect populations
and improving green cover in
urban andrural areas. Their
dense foliage and fragrant
flowers provide shelter and food
resources for various insects and
pollinators. Jasmine is commonly
incorporated into gardens, parks,
and landscapes because of its
aesthetic appeal and ecological
benefits. The cultivation of
jasmine also promotes greener
environments and contributes to
ecological balance.

5. Cultural and Traditional
Importance in India

Jasmine occupies a special place
in Indian culture and tradition,
where it symbolizes purity,
beauty, love, and spirituality. For
centuries, the flower has been
associated with religious rituals,
social celebrations, literature,
and artistic expression.

5.1Religious Significance

Jasmine flowers are extensively
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used in temple offerings, puja
rituals, and religious festivals
throughout India. In South India,
garlands made of jasmine are
commonly offered to deities
such as Vishnu and Lakshmi as
symbols of devotion and spiritual
purity. The flower is often
associated with divine beauty
and spiritual awakening, making
itanintegral part of religious
practices.

5.2 Social and Festive Use

Jasmine plays a central role

in Indian social and festive
traditions. It is widely used in
weddings, festivals, and daily
adornment. One of the most
recognizable cultural uses of
jasmine is the “gajra,” a floral
garland worn in the hair by
women. Particularly in Kerala
and Tamil Nadu, jasmine garlands
symbolize femininity, grace,

and elegance. The fragrance of
jasmine is closely linked with
celebrations and cultural identity
in many Indian communities.

5.3Rolein Artand Literature

Jasmine hasinspired poets,
writers, musicians, and artists
for centuries. It appears
prominently in classical
Sanskrit poetry, Tamil Sangam
literature, Malayalam songs, and
folklore traditions. The flower
is often used metaphorically to
represent love, beauty, purity,
and the transient nature of

life. Its delicate fragrance and
appearance continue to inspire
artistic and literary creativity
across generations.

6. Economic Importance
6.1 Cultivationin India

Indiais one of the largest
producers of jasmine in the
world. Major cultivation regions
include Tamil Nadu, Karnataka,
Andhra Pradesh, and Kerala.
Jasmine farming serves as an
important source of livelihood
for thousands of small-scale
farmers and flower traders. Due
to the high demand for flowers

in domestic and international
markets, jasmine cultivation
contributes significantly to the
rural economy.

6.2 Usesin Industry

Jasmine flowers are widely
utilized in various industries. The
perfume and cosmetic industries
use jasmine extracts to produce
fragrances, soaps, creams,

and beauty products. Jasmine
isalsousedinaromatherapy
products, herbal medicine, tea
flavoring, and religious markets.
Jasmine tea, popularin several
Asian countries, is produced by
infusing tea leaves with jasmine
fragrance.

6.3 Export Potential

India exports jasmine flowers
and essential oils to countries
such as the USA, UAE, Japan,
and France. Theincreasing
global preference for natural
fragrances and herbal products
has enhanced the commercial
value of jasmine. International
demand for jasmine-based
products continues to grow,
creating greater opportunities
for exportand economic
development.

7. Cultivation Practices
7.1 Climate and Soil Requirements

Jasmine grows best under
tropical and subtropical

climatic conditions. The ideal
temperature range for cultivation
is between 20°C and 35°C. The
plant prefers well-drained loamy
soils with a pH range of 6.5-7.5.
Adequate sunlight and moderate
humidity further promote healthy
growth and flowering.

7.2 Agricultural Practices

Successful jasmine cultivation
requires proper agricultural
management practices.
Moderate irrigation is essential,
but waterlogging should be
avoided because excess
moisture can damage roots.
Farmers commonly apply organic
manure and NPK fertilizers to
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improve plant growth and flower
production. Regular pruning
helps stimulate branching and
enhances flowering. Integrated
pest management practices are
also adopted to minimize damage
from pests and diseases while
reducing environmental impact.

7.3 Challenges in Cultivation

Despite its economic
importance, jasmine cultivation
faces several challenges.
Climate change and irregular
weather patterns can negatively
affect flowering and yield. Pest
infestations and plant diseases
also reduce productivity.

In addition, fluctuationsin
market prices create economic
uncertainty for farmers.
Addressing these challenges
requires scientific research,
improved agricultural practices,
and supportive government
policies.

8. Recent Advances and
Research Trends

8.1Biotechnology Applications

Biotechnology has opened

new opportunitiesinjasmine
cultivationand improvement.
Tissue culture techniques are
increasingly used for large-scale
propagation and the production
of disease-free planting
materials. Researchers are also
working on genetic improvement
programs aimed at enhancing
floweryield, fragrance quality,
and resistance to pestsand
environmental stress.

8.2 Phytochemical Research

Modern phytochemical studies
focus onidentifyingandisolating
bioactive compounds present
injasmine. These compounds
have potential applicationsin
drug development, cosmetics,
and therapeutic formulations.
Ongoing research continues
to explore the medicinal and
industrial value of jasmine-
derived compounds.

8.3 Sustainable Practices
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Sustainable cultivation

and processing methods

are becoming increasingly
important injasmine production.
Organic farming practices

help reduce chemical usage

and protect environmental
health. Eco-friendly extraction
methods are being developed

to minimize waste and energy
consumption during essential
oil production. Water-efficient
irrigation systems are also being
introduced to improve resource
conservation and ensure
sustainable jasmine cultivation
for the future.

9. Discussion

Jasmineismore thanjusta
fragrant ornamental plant; it sits
atanimportant crossroads of
science, tradition, and economy.
From abotanical perspective,
jasmine is valued not only for

its beautiful flowers and strong
fragrance but also forits diverse
biological properties. It is used
in traditional medicine systems
and modern herbal formulations
because many jasmine

species contain bioactive
compounds with potential
therapeutic effects, such as
anti-inflammatory and calming
properties. From a cultural
standpoint, jasmine holds deep
symbolic meaning in many
societies, especially in India. It is
widely used in religious rituals,
festivals, weddings, and personal
adornment. This cultural
importance keeps demand for
the flower consistently high
acrossregions. Economically,
jasmine plays a significant role
inlivelihood generation and
agribusiness. Farmers cultivate
it for fresh flower markets,
perfumes, essential oils, and
cosmetics. With the global

shift toward natural and plant-
based products, the demand

for jasmine-derived products
hasincreased, strengthening

its market value and export
potential. At the same time,
jasmine cultivation faces

several challenges. Climate
variability such asirregular
rainfall, rising temperatures, and
extreme weather canreduce
floweryield and quality. Pest

and disease attacks further
affect production, requiring
effective and sustainable plant
protection strategies. In addition,
fluctuating market prices create
uncertainty for farmers, making
income less stable. To overcome
these issues, thereisaneed for
scientific interventions, such as
improved varieties, integrated
pest management, and climate-
resilient cultivation practices.
Alongside this, policy support

in terms of subsidies, market
regulation, and farmer training
canstrengthen the sector.
Finally, combining traditional
knowledge (such as indigenous
farming practices and cultural
cultivation methods)with modern
agricultural technologies (like
biotechnology, precision farming,
and improved supply chains)

can ensure the sustainable and
profitable future of jasmine
cultivation.

10. Conclusion

Jasmine is presented not
merely as a simple ornamental
flower, but as anintegral part
of India’s natural and cultural
identity. It represents the
country’'srich biodiversity, since
many species of jasmine grow
across different ecological
regions of India. At the same
time, its botanical diversity and
complexity show its scientific
importance for plant study and
conservation. Beyond biology,
jasmine holds deep cultural
and religious significance.
[tiswidely usedintemple
offerings, weddings, festivals,
and traditional decorations,
symbolizing purity, beauty, and
devotion. This makes it aliving
element of India’s traditions
and heritage. Economically,
jasmine is equally important. It
supports floriculture industries,
local farmers, and international
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perfume markets, contributing
tolivelihoods and trade. Its
fragrance is valued globally,
showing its commercial
relevance beyond India.Finally,
the conclusion emphasizes

the future scope of jasmine
cultivationand research. It
suggests that with proper
scientific research, conservation
efforts, and sustainable
agricultural practices, jasmine
can be protected and improved.
This ensures that its ecological,
cultural, and economic benefits
continue for future generations.
In short, the conclusion
reinforces that jasmine is a multi-
dimensional resource biological,
cultural, and economic that
deserves preservation and
continued study.
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POLICY RESPONSE

Comments on the Interim Report of the
Committee for the Evaluation of the Implemen-
tation of the Four-Year Undergraduate
Programme (FYUGP) Submitted to the Kerala
State Higher Education Council (KSHEC)

1. Introduction

The All Kerala Private College
Teachers' Association (AKPCTA)
places onrecord the following
comments on the Interim Report
published by the Committee
constituted by the Kerala State
Higher Education Council
(KSHEC) for the Evaluation of
the Implementation of the Four-
Year Undergraduate Programme
(FYUGP)in the Universities

and Colleges of Kerala. These
comments are organised item-
wise, corresponding to the
sections of the Interim Report,
and set out the objections

and concerns of AKPCTA on

the ground that several of the
Report's recommendations are
inconsistent with the statutory
and pedagogical framework
already in force under FYUGP.

2. Terminology and the
Assessment Framework

The Interim Report adopts the
term “Internal Evaluation,” which

is conceptually inconsistent with
the assessment architecture
of FYUGP. Under FYUGP,
assessmentis organised into
two components: Continuous
Comprehensive Assessment
(CCA)and End Semester
Evaluation(ESE), carrying
weightages of 30% and 70%
respectively. This structure

is further aligned with the
principles of Outcome-Based
Education(OBE), under which
both formative and summative
assessments are distributed
across CCA and ESE rather
than classified as internal and
external evaluation.

Throughout the Interim Report,
the terminology, concepts, and
procedures described continue
toreflect the earlier Choice
Based Credit and Semester
System (CBCSS), which was
structured around internal

and external evaluation. This
represents a fundamental
conceptual inconsistency.

Recommendation: The Report
should be revised to alignits
terminology and underlying
assessment philosophy with
FYUGP and OBE. Separately, the
Report recommends revising
University Regulations even
where the corresponding
provision already exists,
which creates ambiguity as

to whether anew provision is
intended or an existing one is
merely being restated. This
ambiguity should be resolved
before the recommendation is
finalised.

3. Evaluation of Teacher-
Specific Content

Teacher-Specific Content(TSC)
isanintegral feature of the
FYUGP curriculum, introduced
for two purposes: first, to
provide academic freedom to
faculty members in affiliated
colleges to designand enrich
course syllabiin line with their
expertise, institutional context,
and emerging developments
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in the discipline; and second,
toallow incorporation of

minor curriculum updates on
acontinuing basis, without
requiring a full syllabus revision.

The FYUGP Regulations already
prescribe appropriate scrutiny
and approval mechanisms
through statutory college-level
committees, which ensure the
quality, relevance, and academic
integrity of TSC.

Recommendation: Retaining
the evaluation of TSC within
Continuous Comprehensive
Assessment(CCA)is appropriate
and should be preserved, asitis
consistent with the underlying
objectives of FYUGP.

4. Nature of Question Papers
and Bloom's Taxonomy

The proposed framework
interprets assessment solely
through the cognitive domain

of Bloom’s Taxonomy, which is
inconsistent with the principles
and broader requirements of
Outcome-Based Education (OBE).
OBE recognises three domains of
learning outcomes — cognitive,
affective, and psychomotor
—and Course Outcomes(COs)
may legitimately address one

or more of these domains
depending on the nature of the
course. Restricting assessment
exclusively to the cognitive
domainis therefore neither
pedagogically appropriate nor
aligned with OBE.

Each course under OBE is
designed with clearly defined
COs specifying the intended
learning domain and taxonomy
level, and the curriculum itself
progresses from foundational
(100-level)to advanced
(400-level)learning as prescribed
by the UGC. A uniform blueprint
for question papers, applied
irrespective of the taxonomy
level defined for the relevant CO,

isinconsistent with the principle
of constructive alignment and
should be withdrawn.

The proposal further appears to
assume that all courses should
assess students at the “Create”
level of Bloom's Taxonomy within
the End Semester Examination.
The Create level represents

the highest order of cognitive
learning, requiring the generation
of original ideas, designs, or
solutions on the basis of mastery
of lower-order skills. Requiring
this of all courses within a written
examination of at most two hours
is neither pedagogically sound
nor practically feasible.

Under OBE, the taxonomy
levelused in assessment must
correspond to the taxonomy
level specified for the relevant
CO; assessment should not
exceed that level, as doing

so undermines constructive
alignment and the validity of
the assessment process. OBE
further depends on systematic,
cycle-wise measurement of CO
and Programme Outcome (PO)
attainment to identify curriculum
gaps and guide revision.
Assessing all courses uniformly
at the highest taxonomy level,
regardless of the intended CO,
would distort attainment data
and defeat this core purpose of
OBE.

Recommendation: Question
paper design, taxonomy levels,
and evaluation strategy should
be revised to align fully with the
intended learning domains, the
specified Course Outcomes, and
the principles of Outcome-Based
Education.

5. Proposal to Constitute an
Inter-University Board of
Studies Committee

The proposal to constitute
an Inter-University Board of
Studies Committee (IUBC)
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for each discipline requires
reconsiderationinlight of the
statutory framework governing
higher education in Kerala.
KSHEC is constituted primarily
as an advisory body to the
Government on matters relating
to higher education; while it
plays animportant role in policy
formulation, coordination,

and quality enhancement, it
does not possess statutory
academic authority to supersede
or curtail the powers vested
inthe Universities under their
respective Acts and Statutes.

An Inter-University Board with
decision-making or binding
authority over individual
university Boards of Studies
(BoS)would be inconsistent
with the academic autonomy
guaranteed to State Universities.
Under the respective University
Acts and Statutes, the BoS

of each university is the
statutory academic body
responsible for framing and
recommending curricula and
syllabi. Recommendations of

an external Inter-University
Board cannot automatically bind
the statutory BoS of individual
universities unless such
authority is expressly conferred
by legislation.

If all State Universities were
required toimplement an
identical curriculum and syllabus
structure through a centralised
mechanism, this would raise
afundamental question asto

the purpose of maintaining
multiple universities in the State,
whose creation was intended to
promote decentralised academic
governance, innovation, and
administrative flexibility
appropriate toregional and
institutional needs.

Recommendation: Inter-
university coordination and the
sharing of best practices are
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desirable and should continue,
but only inanadvisory and
collaborative capacity. The
proposal should be revised

to preserve the statutory
powers of individual university
Boards of Studies and to avoid
encroachment on institutional
autonomy.

6. Advance Notification of
Eligible Online Courses

While advance notification

of approved online courses is
desirablein principle, platforms
such as SWAYAM, NPTEL, and
Coursera frequently update their
offerings. Restricting students
to astatic pre-approved listis
impractical, since the Board of
Studies cannot feasibly shortlist
every available courseina
discipline inadvance, and such
arestriction risk discouraging
students from pursuing newly
introduced, high-quality courses.
The existing FYUGP Regulations,
which permit credit transfer
subject to BoS approval, already
provide a more flexible and
workable mechanism.

Mahatma Gandhi University has
developed a dedicated digital
mechanism through which
students submit completed
course details and earned credits
via their APAARID for verification
and BoS approval. Comparable
provision already exists across
universities, as set out below.

Existing provision: Clause
2.5.3, Kerala University FYUGP
Regulations s Clause 4.33,

University of Calicut FYUGP
Regulations « Clause 4.xli,
Mahatma Gandhi University

FYUGP Regulations « Clause
3.42, Kannur University FYUGP
Regulations.

Recommendation: Any new
proposal should build upon and
integrate with these existing

institutional mechanisms
rather thanintroduce a parallel
procedure.

7. Constituting State
Consortium for Academic
Planning and Examination
Coordination (SCAPEC) for
Academic Calendaring

A uniform academic calendar
across all State Universities

is feasible and desirable. A
common academic calendar
for affiliated colleges under
individual universities is, in any
event, already in practice.

Recommendation: The uniform
academic calendar shall be
applied to all affiliated colleges
and university departments/
directorates, including
autonomous colleges, across
the State, so as to ensure
consistency inacademic
scheduling and inter-institutional
coordination throughout the
higher education systemiin
Kerala.

8. Strengthening the Internship
Ecosystem

Mahatma Gandhi University has
already developed a dedicated
digital platform for internship
management, integrated with
KELTRON's Internship Portal,
which several other universities
alsorely upon. A newly proposed
digital platform may therefore
duplicate existing mechanisms.

Recommendation: KSHEC should
instead take proactive initiatives
to expand and strengthen
internship opportunities and
improve industry-academic
linkages across the State,
building on the existing platform
rather than duplicating it.

9. External Examiners for
Laboratory Examinations

The proposal tointroduce
external examiners for
practical examinations requires
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reconsideration, as it may
affect timely completion of

the academic schedule. The
proposal does not clarify whether
itappliestoboth odd and even
semesters. Under the FYUGP
Regulations, End Semester
Evaluations for odd semesters
are conducted at the respective
Higher Education Institutions;
introducing external examiners
for these examinations would be
inconsistent with the existing
regulatory framework.

The stated rationale — that
external examiners are needed
“to ensure the gravity of the
examinations” —isinappropriate,
asitimplicitly questions the
credibility and academic
integrity of faculty members

in affiliated colleges, while
theory examinations conducted
under the same evaluation
system are not subjected to the
same requirement. It should
also be noted that, when an
affiliated institution is granted
autonomy, all evaluations may
be conducted without the
involvement of external experts.
Suchanarrangement has been
considered acceptable without
compromising the integrity and
academic rigour of the evaluation
process.

Unlike the earlier CBCSS,
FYUGP integrates practical or
practicum creditsintoalarge
number of courses, substantially
increasing the number of
practical examinations.
Deploying external examiners
for every such examination
would be administratively
challenging and difficult to
coordinate withina common
academic calendar. From an
OBE perspective, practical
skillsareinany case best
assessed through continuous
and comprehensive evaluation
rather than a single end-
semester practical examination.
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Confining external examiners

to even semesters alone would
also raise concernsregarding
consistency and comparability of
standards between odd and even
semesters.

Recommendation: As practical
courses under FYUGP are
generally integrated components
of individual courses rather
than standalone laboratory
courses, the proposal for annual
or semester wise externally
examined practicals should

be reconsidered to ensure
alignment with the FYUGP
Regulations, the principles of
OBE, and practical feasibility.

10. Constitution of a FYUGP
Facilitation and Resolution
Committee

Every State University has
already constituted a FYUGP
Monitoring Committee or FYUGP
Steering Committee to oversee
effective implementation and
continuous monitoring of the
programme. The proposal

to create an additional
structure therefore appears to
overlook existing institutional
mechanisms.

Recommendation: Effort should
be directed at strengthening
and effectively utilising the
committees already in place,
rather than creating additional
structures.

11. Summary of
Recommendations

Align the Report's terminology
and assessment philosophy
with FYUGP and OBE (CCA/ESE),
not the earlier CBCSS internal/
external framework.

Retain evaluation of Teacher-
Specific Content within CCA.

Align question-paper design
and taxonomy levels with the
domain and level specified for
each Course Outcome, rather

than a uniform cognitive-domain
blueprint or auniversal “Create”
level requirement.

Limit the proposed Inter-
University Board of Studies
Committee to an advisory and
collaborative role, preserving the
statutory authority of individual
university Boards of Studies.

Build on existing credit-
transfer mechanisms for
online courses(e.g., APAAR-ID
based verification) rather than
introducing a parallel pre-
approved list.

Apply the uniform academic
calendar (SCAPEC)to all
affiliated colleges and university
departments/directorates,
including autonomous colleges,
across the State.

Strengthen the existing MGU-
KELTRON internship platform
rather thanintroduce a duplicate
system.

Reconsider external examiners
for practical examinationsin
light of odd/even semester
inconsistency, administrative
feasibility, and the OBE
preference for continuous
assessment of practical skills.

Strengthen existing FYUGP
Monitoring/Steering Committees
rather than constitute a new
Facilitation and Resolution
Committee.

The FYUGP was implemented
in the State pursuant to the
recommendations of the Shyam
B. Menon Committee and other
Higher Education Reform
Commissions constituted by
the Government of Kerala. The
previous State Government
had clearly opposed the
implementation of NEP 2020
and its provisionsin higher
education.

We strongly condemn and
categorically oppose any attempt

42

tointroduce or advance a policy
shift towards NEP 2020 indirectly
through aninterimreporton

the implementation of FYUGP.
The observationin the Interim
Report that it would “support

the successful realisation of

the objectives of the National
Education Policy 2020"is
therefore unacceptable.

We strongly oppose the use

of the FYUGP implementation
process as ameanstointroduce
NEP 2020 provisions indirectly
and demand that the Government
clearly and explicitly state its
present policy position on NEP
2020 before proceeding with any
such measures.

In conclusion, the All Kerala
Private College Teachers'
Association (AKPCTA)
respectfully submits these
comments on the Interim
Report onthe implementation
of the Four-Year Undergraduate
Programme (FYUGP)for the
kind consideration of the Kerala
State Higher Education Council
(KSHEC).

We believe that the observations
and suggestions presented

in this report will contribute
constructively to strengthening
the implementation of the FYUGP
inthe State. We also request

an opportunity to discuss

these mattersin detail, along
with other importantissues
concerning higher education,
including the postgraduate
curriculum revision.

In this regard, we respectfully
seek an appointment with the
Hon'ble Vice-Chairperson of the
KSHEC at the earliest convenient
date to present our views

and engage in a constructive
discussion.
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Mastering English Confidence:

A Review of T.K. Narendran Nair’s Students’
Companion for Communicative English

tudents’ Companion for

Communicative English,
authored by TK Narendran Nair,
an accomplished educationalist
and a seasoned teacher of
English, is undoubtedly a book
every lover of English language
could look into. Critiquing the
conventional hypothesis that
the learners would assimilate
the four basic language
learning skills- Listening,
Speaking, Reading and Writing-
spontaneously without studying
grammar, even in countries
where English is taught as
a second or third language,
the author has designed this
book considering the modern
educational and pedagogic
perspectives. Forwarded by Dr.
Shashi Tharoor, MP, the book
is an astounding companion
to aspiring students, teachers,
academics and all others,
helping them to use English
better with confidence, courage
and competence. As Dr. Tharoor
puts it, the only way of making a
language our own is conversing
and using it unselfconsciously
in one’s everyday life; “for
otherwise, it is an alien creation,
perched oddly upon our tongues
and making us stumble and
splutter when we try to speak in
it”. According to Dr. Jayaprakash
R. K., Director, SCERT Kerala,
“the book explains English
grammar in a simple and easy-
to-understand way, using clear
examples to help learners
grasp the rules and use them
accurately”.

As a book written by a veteran
teacher of English with decades
of active classroom interaction
in Indian schools and colleges,
where English is still taught as
a second language, this State
Awardee for Secondary School
Teachers presents before us a
unique book, one for our own
audience, with vivid practical
experiences of learning and

STUDENTS’ COMPANION FOR

COMMUNICATIVE

ENGLISH

TK. Narendran Nair M.A; M.Ed.

ADV \\k”l\ II)[ \I\
AND PROFESSIONALS

teaching English as a non-
native speaker. Published

by Expressions, Students’
Companion for Communicative
English is structured in two
parts; Part | focuses on formal
grammar, syntax, sentence
structures, vocabulary building,
and functional language. It
systematically covers parts of

speech, clauses, active/passive
voice, conditional statements
and differences between British
and American English, alongside
practical modules on situational
interactions and phonetics.

Part Il focuses on applying
communication skills. It features
structured units on letter
writing, CV preparation, email
etiquette, précis writing, essay
construction, group discussions
and interview strategies.

This book, specially designed for
the Indian audience, provides
relatable scenarios. The very
opening unit on Sentence itself
illustrates how in a simple,
inclusive, and structured manner
the author explores all aspects
of sentence, ranging from word,
morpheme, phonemes, phrases,
clauses and types of sentence.
The appropriate use of tense has
always been an issue for most
of the Indian learners. In this
book, using a single case, one
can explore all 24 distinct forms
of verb. The units on Numericals
is so interesting that it does

not just deal with the language
part, but a bit of Mathematics
too. The Part Il of the book is
the book is practically a one-
stop destination for structured
references to speech, reports,
formal and informal letters, CV,
essay, e-mail, requirements,
note-making and interview. To
top it all, The Know Yourself
section and the Glossary makes
the book a good addition to our
lives and libraries.
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